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CHAP.  XVIII. 

Contains  the  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  III. 


PON  the  Death  of  King  Hen.  III. 
John ,  theEarl  of  Pembroke,  his  Ac- 
Earl  Marfhal  of  England ,  ceflfton. 
who  commanded  the  Royal 
Army,  fummon’d  the  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  Temporal  Ba¬ 
rons  of  the  Loyal  Party  to 
meet  at  Gloucefier ,  whither  he  brought  Henry 
the  late  King’s  eldeft  Son,  then  in  the  tenth 
Year  of  his  Age,  and  on  prefenting  him  to 
the  Barons  faid,  Behold  your  King  ;  and  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  perfevere  in  their  Loyalty,  he 
reprefented,  that  however  the  late  King  might 
have  given  the  difaffected  Barons  fome  Co¬ 
lour  to  apprehend  their  Liberties  in  Danger 
under  his  Adminiftration,  yet  his  Son  was 
certainly  innocent.  There  could  be  no  Pre¬ 
tence  for  excluding  him  from  the  Throne, 

Vo  l.  XVII,  B  and 
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121 6.  and  much  lefs  to  fubjedt  themfelves  to  a  Fo~ 
l/Vv'  reign  Power,  which  would  render  their  Con¬ 
dition  ftill  worfe  than  any  thing  they  might 
dread  from  their  native  Princes.  He  ex#' 
horted  them  therefore  to  unite  in  the  Defence 
of  Henry  the  undoubted  Heir  of  the  Crown, 
againft  Lewis  the  Dauphin,  as  the  only  Means 
to  preferve  them  from  the  Tyranny  of  the 
French ,  or  to  that  Effedt.  The  Barons  ap¬ 
pearing  unanimous  in  recognizing  the  young 
King,  the  Day  following,  being  St.  Simon  and 
St.  Jude ,  (the  28th  of  October)  was  appointed 
His  Co-  f°r  the  Coronation,  and  he  was  Crown’d  ac- 
ronation.  cordingly  by  the  Bilhops  of  Winchejler  and 
Bath,  in  the  Prefence  of  JVallo  the  Pope’s 
Legate,  and  of  feveral  Barons,  Bifhops  and 
Abbots  of  the  Royal  Party,  where  this  young 
Prince  was  not  only  oblig’d  to  take  the  ufual 
Oath  to  protedt  the  Church,  enadt  good  Laws, 
and  fee  Juftice  duly  adminiftred  to  his  Sub- 
jedts,  but  to  do  Homage  to  the  Church  of 
Rome  for  the  Kingdoms  of  England  and  Ire¬ 
land,  and  promife  to  pay  the  annual  Tribute 
of  1000  Marks  granted  by  his  Father  King 
John ,  which  the  Barons  did  not  think  fit  to 
oppofe  at  prefent  leaft  they  fhould  difoblige 
the  Pope  or  his  Legate,  from  whofe  Cenfures 
againft  Lewis  and  the  difaffedted  Barons  they 
had  great  Expectations.  The  Crown  and 
Regalia  having  been  loft  alfo  in  the  late 
March  over  the  Wajhes  in  Lincolnjhire ,  a  plain 
Circle  or  Coronet  of  Gold  was  made  ufe  of 
inftead  of  it  at  this  Solemnity. 

The  Ceremony  of  the  Coronation  was  no 
fooner  over,  but  the  Peers  that  were  prefent 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  commit  the  Care  of 
the  King’s  Perfon  and  the  Government  of  the 
Kingdom  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  who  im¬ 
mediately 
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mediately  fent  circular  Letters  to  all  the  Ba-  1216". 
rons  and  Corporations  of  the  Kingdom,  in- 
viting  them  to  join  the  King’s  Forces  •,  pro- 
f  mifing  thofe  who  had  taken  Arms  againft  the 
late  King,  a  Pardon  and  the  Reftoration  of  APardon 
their  Eftates  ;  which  had  fuch  an  Effedt,  that  °^erj^r 
feveral  Noblemen  abandon’d  the  Service  of 
Lewis  and  join’d  the  King’s  Forces,  particu-  ^  “ 
larly  the  Earl  of  Salijbury ,  and  William  Mar- 
jhal ,  the  younger  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke ,  as  appears  by  an  Inftrument  in  the 
firfl  Vol.  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  p.  216.  A  Let¬ 
ter  of  this  Nature  alfo  directed  to  Hugh  de 
Lacy ,  one  of  the  Barons,  may  be  feen  in 
Brady’s  Appendix,  p.  143. 

Nor  was  the  Pope’s  Legate  backward  in  The 
promoting  the  King’s  Caufe,  in  which  he  Pope’s 
effeem’d  his  Holinefs  fo  much  interefted,  for  Legate 
every  Sunday  and  Holiday  he  pronounc’d  the  exC0P1' 
Sentence  of  Excommunication  againft  Lewis  mUns1"tjie 
and  the  Barons  that  adhered  to  him,  which  difaffeft- 
induc’d  many  of  the  Englijh  to  return  to  their  ecj  ga_ 
Duty,  efpecially  thofe  who  were  Devotees  to  rons  eve- 
their  Religion,  who  did  not  care  to  lie  under  ry  Sun- 
the  Cenfures  of  the  Church  when  they  had  day. 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  Refentments  of  their 
natural  Sovereign  who  invited  them  to  join 
him.  On  the  other  hand,  Lewis  the  Dau¬ 
phin  lying  at  the  Siege  of  Dover ,  when  he 
heard  of  the  Death  of  King  John  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  rejoic’d,  imagining  that  the  Kingdom 
was  now  his  own,  and  that  no  body  would 
fcruple  to  recognize  him  for  their  Sovereign, 

He  fent  therefore  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Caftle,  the  famous  Hubert  de  Burgh,  to  let  him 
know  the  King  was  dead,  and  that  now  be¬ 
ing  abfolv’d  from  his  Allegiance,  and  having 
no  hopes  of  Relief,  he  expedted  he  ftiould 
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izi 6.  furrender  the  Place,  making  him  large  Offers 
if  he  comply’d  with  his  Summons.  T o  which 
Lewis  Hubert  anfwer’d.  That  the  King  had  left  a 
sraifes  the  gon  tQ  wpom  [ps  Allegiance  was  now  due, 
Siege  ot  an(j  defend  the  Caftle  for  him  to  the 

2d  time  Eft  Extremity.  Then  the  Dauphin  threatned 
and  t0  Put  ^ie  Governor’s  Brother,  who  was  his 
comes  to  Prifoner,  to  fome  cruel  Death  before  his  Face 
London,  if  he  obftinately  held  out  any  longer  but 
neither  did  this  Stratagem  make  any  lmprefli- 
on  on  the  brave  Hubert.  Whereupon  Lewis 
finding  that  the  taking  of  the  Caftle  would 
prove  a  Work  of  time,  that  the  Englijh  Ba¬ 
rons  daily  deferted  him,  and  feveral  Towns 
and  Caftles  declar’d  for  the  young  King,  he 
rais’d  the  Siege  and  march’d  up  to  London , 
which  had  hitherto  been  his  greateft  Support, 
left  the  Citizens  fbould  be  tempted  alfo  to 
make  their  Peace  with  King  Henry  while  he 
remain’d  at  fo  great  a  Diftance.  Thus  things 
flood  immediately  after  the  Accefiion  of  Hen¬ 
ry  III.  to  the  Crown.  [And  here  give  me 
leave  to  take  Notice  of  the  Confiftency  of 
my  Friend  Rapin' s  Account  of  the  State  of 
the  Kingdom  at  this  time.  In  his  3d  Vol. 
p.  270.  he  tells  us,  there  was  little  room  to 
hope  for  a  favourable  Turn,  as  almoft  all  the 
Peers  of  the  Realm,  back’d  with  the  Forces 
of  France ,  appear’d  ftriblly  united  againft  the 
Family  of  the  late  King.  And  yet  within  the 
Compafs  of  two  Pages  he  fays,  The  greateft 
part  of  the  Barons  were  extremely  dijfatisfy'd 
with  the  Prince  they  had  call'd  to  their  Aid , 
the  Submiftion  which  forty  of  them  had  privately 
made  to  the  King ,  gave  the  Earl-Marjhal  room 
to  believe  that  Dijfentions  were  rifing  amongft 
them ,  and  that  their  Example  would  quickly  be 
follow'd  by  the  reft .  Thefe  Contradictions  I 

leave 
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leave  to  his  Friends  to  reconcile  ;  but  thus  it  izitf. 
will  happen  where  People  endeavour  ‘to  adorn 
their  Works  with  Flourifhes  when  they  fhould 
be  relating  matters  of  Fa<ft.  They  fay  and 
unfay,  affirm  and  deny  things  almoft  in  the 
fame  Breath,  of  which  we  have  numerous  In- 
ftancesin  that  Writer.] 

But  to  proceed,  the  Dauphin  being  arriv’d 
at  London ,  put  a  ftrong  Garrifon  into  the 
Tower,  and  took  other  Meafures  for  the  Se¬ 
curity  of  that  Metropolis  ;  after  which  he  laid 
Siege  to  the  Caftle  of  Hertford ,  (not  Hereford 
as  we  find  it  in  Rapin')  which  furrender’d 
upon  honourable  Terms  after  a  brave  De¬ 
fence.  This  Caftle  Robert  Fitz-Water  claim’d 
as  his  Inheritance,  which  he  apprehended  he 
had  a  Right  to  do,  Lewis  the  Dauphin  ha¬ 
ving  promis’d  the  Engiifh  Barons  to  reftore 
them  their  Caftles  and  Eftates  when  they 
were  recover’d  :  But  the  French  being  now 
convinc’d  of  the  Inclination  that  many  of  the 
Barons  had  to  leave  their  Party,  reprefented 
to  the  Dauphin,  that  thofe  who  had  been  fir  ft 
Tray  tors  to  their  natural  Prince,  and  now  to 
him,  were  not  fit  to  be  trufted  with  the  De¬ 
fence  of  Caftles,  and  thereupon  conftituted  a 
Foreigner  Governor  of  it.  However  Lewis  ^ 
did  not  think  it  proper  at  this  time  abfolutely  -J1  \ 
to  break  with  the  Barons,  and  therefore  told  ancj  * 
Fitz-Water ,  when  the  whole  Kingdom  was  re-  se¬ 
duc’d  under  his  Power,  every  Man’s  Eftate  ham- 
fhould  be  reftor’d  him.  From  Hertford  the  ftcad 
Dauphin  march’d  to  Berkhamftead  in  the  fame  Caftles. 
County,  and  making  himfelf  Mafter  of  that 
Place,  left  a  French  Garrifon  and  Governor 
in  it,  which  confirm’d  the  Barons  in  their  O- 
pinion  that  he  intended  to  make  a  Conqueft  of 
the  Kingdom.  The  Infolence  of  the  French 
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Officers  alfo  contributed  to  create  in  them  an 
Averfion  to  that  Nation. 

However,  as  they  had  invited  the  Dauphin 
hither,  and  taken  the  Oaths  to  him,  and  he 
had  protected  them  againft  the  Refentment  of 
the  late  King,  they  did  not  think  it  fafe  or 
honourable  to  defert  him  at  once,  but  rather 
to  propofe  a  Truce  and  endeavour  to  accom¬ 
modate  Matters  by  a  T reaty  ;  nor  was  this 
unacceptable  either  to  the  Earl-Marfhal  or 
the  Dauphin,  who  had  their  feveral  Reafons 
for  agreeing  to  it.  The  Earl,  as  he  found 
the  Barons  enclin’d  to  return  to  their  Duty, 
did  not  doubt  to  bring  over  many  more  of 
them  to  his  Intereft  if  there  fhould  be  a  Cef- 
fation  of  Hoftilities,  and  the  Dauphin  pro¬ 
pos’d  to  take  this  Opportunity  of  going  over 
to  France  and  procure  a  Reinforcement,  fince 
he  found  the  Englijh  Barons  were  not  to  be  de¬ 
pended  on.  Accordingly  a  Truce  was  agreed 
on  at  Chrifimas,  which  was  to  continue  till  the 
Eafier  following,  when  Lewis  returning  with 
a  good  Body  of  Troops  from  France  to  Lon¬ 
don,  detach’d  twenty  thoufand  Men  under  the 
Command  of  the  Earl  of  Perch  to  the  Relief 
of  Montforrel  in  Leicefierjhire ,  which  was  be- 
fieg’d  by  the  King’s  Forces.  The  Earl  of 
Chefter ,  who  commanded  at  the  Siege,  find¬ 
ing  his  Troops  much  inferior  to  thole  of  the 
French ,  retir’d  upon  their  Approach ;  where¬ 
upon  the  French  grew  exceeding  infolent, 
burning,  plundering  and  torturing  the  People 
to  make  them  difcover  their  Riches,  or  to 
extort  high  Ranfoms  from  them  •,  and  as  the 
French  Soldiers  were  poorly  cloath’d,  they 
ftripp’d  the  Natives  to  fupply  their  own  Wants 
wherever  they  came.  From  Leicefierjhire  the 
Earl  of  Perch  march’d  with  his  Army  and 
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laid  Siege  to  Lincoln  Caftle  which  was  garri-  1217. 
fon’d  by  the  King’s  Troops,  tho’  the  City 
was  in  the  Hands  of  the  difaffedted  Barons, 
and  devoted  to  their  Intereft.  The  Earl  of 
Pembroke ,  the  Regent,  hereupon  afiembled 
all  the  Forces  he  could  draw  together,  and 
march’d  to  the  Relief  of  Lincoln  Cajlle  but 
when  he  arriv’d  at  Stow ,  within  a  Mile  of 
the  Place,  he  left  the  young  King  and  the 
Pope’s  Nuntio  there  with  a  ftrong  Detachment 
to  wait  the  Succefs  of  the  Enterprize. 

When  the  Earl  of  Perch  receiv’d  Advice 
of  the  Approach  of  the  King’s  Army,  he 
propos’d  in  a  Council  of  War  to  quit  the 
City,  and  give  the  Royalifts  Battle  in  the 
open  Field,  becaufe  he  was  fuperior  in  Horfe, 
which  would  be  of  no  ufe  to  him  in  that 
Town  ;  but  it  was  refolv’d  however  to  wait 
for  the  Enemy  within  the  Walls,  which  were 
look’d  upon  as  a  greater  Advantage  than  their 
Horfe  would  have  been  to  them  in  the  Field. 

Befides  it  was  apprehended  that  the  Royalifts 
were  much  more  numerous  than  they  really 
were,  having  doubled  their  Enfigns  or  Co¬ 
lours. 

The  Regent  with  the  Grofs  of  the  Army  The  Bat¬ 
appearing  before  the  City  of  Lincoln ,  Fawkes  tie  of 
de  Brent  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  ftrong  De-  Lincoln. 
tachment,  threw  Relief  into  the  Caftle,  and 
according  to  his  Orders  fallied  out  of  the 
Caftle  again  into  the  Town,  while  the  Regent 
on  the  other  fide  attack’d  the  City  and  enter’d 
it  and  thus  the  French  being  enclos’d  be¬ 
tween  the  Caftle  and  the  Army,  were  moft  of 
them  cut  in  Pieces  either  in  the  Town  or  in 
their  Flight  from  thence,  only  fome  few 
Horfe  during  the  Confufion  efcap’d,  and  had 
the  good  Fortune  to  reach  the  City  of  London  \ 

but 
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1218.  but  their  General  the  Earl  of  Perch  was  kill’d 
in  the  Town.  According  to  the  French  Re¬ 
lation  he  chofe  to  die  upon  the  Spot  rather 
than  furvive  this  Difgrace,  but  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  Englijh  Barons,  with  four  hundred 
Knights,  befides  common  Soldiers,  were  made 
Prifoners.  The  Royalifts,  ’ tis  obferv’d,  were 
very  merciful  to  their  Countrymen  in  this  En¬ 
gagement,  chufing  rather  to  make  them  Pri¬ 
foners  than  deftroy  them  ;  and  poffibly  the 
Barons  in  the  French  Army  did  not  much  ex¬ 
ert  themfelves  in  Defence  of  the  City,  being 
pretty  indifferent  about  the  Succefs  of  their 
Arms,  fince  they  had  difcover’d  the  Defigns 
of  the  French  againft  their  Country,  and  were 
every  Day  Witneffes  of  the  Infolence  and  Cru¬ 
elty  of  their  Officers.  The  Plunder  of  the 
Town  was  given  to  the  Soldiers,  nor  were  the 
Churches  or  the  Clergy  fpar’d,  the  Pope’s 
Legate  having  given  particular  Orders  to 
fhew  the  Ecclefiallicks  of  this  Place  no  Fa¬ 
vour,  becaule  they  were  under  the  Sentence 
of  Excommunication,  and  in  Rebellion  a- 
gainft  his  Holinefs.  The  Spoil  of  the  City  mult 
be  vaftly  great  if  it  be  true  that  the  Precentor 
of  the  Cathedral  alone  loft  eleven  thoufand 
Marks.  Nor  could  the  Plunder  of  the  French 
Army  be  inconfiderable,  fince  they  had  ra¬ 
vag’d  the  Kingdom  for  fome  hundreds  of 
Miles  before  they  came  to  Lincoln.  Certain 
it  is  the  Soldiers  were  every  Day  expofmg 
their  Booty  to  Sale  in  the  Markets  while  they 
remain’d  at  Lincoln  •,  which  occafion’d  fome  to 
>  give  it  the  Name  of  Lewis  Fair ,  as  confifting 
of  the  Spoils  of  the  Lewefmns ;  tho’  my 
Friend  Rapin  is  pleas’d  to  call  it  Lincoln 
Fair. 


Lewis 
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Lewis  the  Dauphin  receiv’d  the  News  of  1218. 
the  Defeat  at  Lincoln  by  '  the  Fugitives,  of 
whom  there  were  about  two  hundred  Knights 
that  reach’d  London  with  the  Marfhal  of 
France  at  their  Head.  The  Dauphin  was  fo 
far  from  congratulating  their  Arrival,  that  he 
upbraided  their  Cowardice,  to  which  he 
afcrib’d  the  Lofs  of  his  Army,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  difpatch’d  an  Exprefs  to  France  for  fuch 
a  Supply  of  Troops  as  might  enable  him  to 
maintain  his  Ground  ;  but  whether  Philip 
look’d  upon  his  Cafe  as  defperate,  or  was  a- 
fraid  of  the  Pope’s  Cenfures,  who  continu’d 
to  declare  Lewis  and  all  thofe  who  adlfted  him 
excommunicated,  he  did  not  think  fit  to  fend 
his  Son  any  Supply  of  Forces  openly,  but 
fuffer’d  Blanch  the  Dauphin’s  Wife,  however, 
to  embark  a  good  Body  of  Troops  for  the 
Affiftance  of  her  Husband  in  England  which 
were  met  by  the  Englijh  Fleet  at  Sea,  and 
molt  of  them  deftroy’d.  The  Englijh  we  are  French 
told  got  to  the  Windward  of  the  French  in  Fleet  de- 
this  Engagement,  and  threw  unflack’d  Lime  feared 
in  their  Faces,  which  blinded  the  Enemy  and  with 
brought  them  into  Confufion  ;  a  Stratagem  Land 
that  I  don’t  remember  was  ever  pradtis’d  be-  f°rc^on 
fore  or  fince,  and  I  hardly  think  the  thing  oar 
feazible,  tho’  it  is  an  inconceivable  Advantage 
at  Sea,  no  doubt,  to  gain  the  Wind  of  the 
Enemy  if  there  be  no  Lime  in  the  cafe.  But 
to  proceed,  Lewis  had  fcarce  receiv’d  Advice 
of  the  Lofs  of  thefe  Recruits  but  he  found 
himfelf  befieg’d  in  the  City  of  London  by  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke ,  and  the  whole  Nation  upon 
the  Point  of  uniting  againil  him.  In  this 
Extremity,  apprehending  he  might  be  be¬ 
tray’d  to  his  Enemies,  or  his  Retreat  cut  off, 
he  thougnt  fit  to  orfer  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
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izig.  Terms  of  Peace  •,  and  it  feerns  to  me  to  have 
C‘'V>D  been  agreed  on  by  way  of  Preliminary  (for  I 
can’t  find  it  in  the  Treaty  it  felf,  tho’  it  is 
evident  from  fubfequent  Demands  and  other 
Occurrences  that  thefe  things  were  ftipulated 
by  Lewis )  that  the  Dauphin  fhould  endea¬ 
vour  to  prevail  with  his  Father  to  reftore  the 
Territories  he  had  taken  from  the  Englijh  in 
France  \  and  that  if  his  Father  refus’d,  he 
would  himfelf  put  them  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Englijh  when  he  came  to  the  Crown. 

The  Subftance  of  the  Articles  as  we  find 
them  in  Rymer  are  : 

4  i  That  the  Adherents  of  Lewis  fhould 
4  have  all  their  Lands,  with  their  Rights  and 
4  Liberties,  reftor’d  them. 

4  2  In  the  like  manner  the  King  of  England 
4  and  all  his  Adherents  were  to  have  all  their 
4  Lands  and  Rights  reftor’d. 

4  3  That  the  City  of  London  and  all  other 
4  Cities  and  Boroughs  fhould  enjoy  their 
4  Rights  and  Liberties. 

4  4  That  all  the  Prifoners  taken  on  either 
4  fide  fince  the  Arrival  of  Lewis  in  England 
4  fhould  be  fet  at  Liberty  •,  and  as  to  thofe 
4  who  were  taken  before  Commiffioners  fhould 
4  be  appointed  to  enquire  if  they  had  actually 
4  join’d  their  refpediive  Parties  when  they 
4  were  made  Prifoners. 

4  5  That  no  Ranfoms  which  had  been  paid 
4  fhould  be  return’d,  and  the  Ranfoms  that 
4  were  become  due  fhould  be  paid  ;  but  of  the 
4  reft  of  the  Prifoners  no  Ranfom  fhould  be 
4  demanded. 

4  6  Nor  of  any  Prifoners  taken  after  a 
4  certain  Day. 

4  y  That  all  the  Englijh  who  had  appear’d 
4  in  Arms  againft  King  John  fhould  do  their 

Ho 
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4  Homage,  and  fwear  Allegiance  to  the  King  1218. 
4  of  England. 

6  8.  That  Lewis  fhould  return  the  Ho- 
4  ftages  he  had  taken  for  the  Ranfoms  be- 
4  come  due  on  Payment  of  the  Money. 

4  9.  That  all  Caflles,  Towns  and  Lands 
4  which  belong’d  to  the  King  of  England  or 
4  his  Subjedls  before  the  War  fhould  be  de- 
4  liver’d  up  to  them. 

4  10.  In  like  manner  the  Iflands  belonging 
4  to  England  fhould  be  reflor’d. 

4  11.  That  the  King  of  Scots  fhould  be  in- 
4  eluded  in  this  Treaty  on  reftoring  all  that 
4  he  had  taken  from  the  Englijh. 

4  12.  That  what  had  been  taken  from  Scot- 
4  land  fhould  be  reftor’d. 

4  13.  The  like  was  agreed  on  between  Eng- 
4  land  and  Wales. 

4  14.  That  Lewis  fhould  acquit  and  re- 
4  leafe  the  Barons  who  had  adher’d  to  hinj 
4  of  the  Homage  and  Fealty  he  had  re- 
4  ceiv’d  from  them,  and  all  Confederacies 
4  and  Engagements  between  Lewis  and  the 
4  Barons  fhould  be  diffolv’d,  and  no  other 
4  enter’d  into  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  King  or 
4  his  Heirs. 

4  15.  That  the  Barons  fhould  fwear  not  to 
4  enter  into  any  fuch  Confederacy  with  Lewis 
4  for  the  future. 

4  1 6.  That  Lewis  fhould  fwear  to  perform 
4  his  part  of  the  Treaty, 

4  17.  That  all  Debts  due  to  Lewis  pf  which 
4  the  Days  of  Payment  were  pafs’d  fhould  be 
4  paid  him. 

4  18.  That  the  firft  Article  relating  to  the 
4  Adherents  of  Lewis  fhould  be  extended  on- 
*  ly  to  the  Laity  *  except  that  Lay  Fees 
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‘  which  the  Clergy  were  pofiefs’d  of  befor 
‘  the  War  ihould  be  reftor’d  them.  ’ 

Dated  apud  Lameth ,  1 1  Sept,  primo 

Henrici  III.  1217. 

The  Treaty  having  been  fworn  to  by  the 
King  and  the  Dauphin,  the  latter  receiv’d 
Abfolution  of  the  Legate,  and  foon  after  em¬ 
bark’d  for  France ,  having  firft  borrow’d  five 
thoufand  Pounds  of  the  City  of  London.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  Dauphin  ever  took 
upon  him  the  Title  of  King  of  England,  tho’ 
he  adted  as  Sovereign  here  about  the  Space  of 
two  Years. 

By  the  Retreat  of  the  French,  and  the  Sub- 
million  of  the  difaffefted  Barons,  it  was  ge¬ 
nerally  fuppos’d,  that  the  Peace  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  would  have  been  eftablifh’d  ;  but  the  late 
King  having  conferr’d  feveral  Caftles  and  E- 
ftates  on  his  Adherents,  which  had  been  taken 
from  thofe  who  were  in  Arms  againft  him ; 
thefe  Gentlemen  who  were  in  Pofieffion  ab- 
folutely  refus’d  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Owners,  till  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  march’d 
with  an  Army  againft  them,  being  deter¬ 
min’d  to  fee  the  late  Treaty  duely  executed, 
that  the  Barons  might  have  no  Colour  for  the 
future  to  difturb  the  Government.  Among 
thofe  who  ftood  out,  were  IVilliam  Earl  of 
Albemarle,  Fawkes  de  Brent,  Robert  de  Vipout , 
and  Robert  de  Gaugy,  who  all  fubmitted  how¬ 
ever,  upon  the  Approach  of  the  King  and 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  with  the  Army,  except 
Robert  de  Gaugy,  who  was  befieg’d  in  the 
Caftle  of  Newark ,  and  furrender’d  at  length 
upon  Articles,  one  whereof  was.  That  the 
Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  to  whom  it  belong’d, 
fhould  pay  him  down  an  hundred  Pounds. 

The 
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The  Clergy,  who  had  been  Excommuni¬ 
cated  for  difobeying  the  Interdid,  and  left 
to  the  Mercy  of  the  Pope  by  the  late  Treaty 
of  Pacification,  were  great  Sufferers,  nor  did 
the  Regent  think  it  worth  his  while  to  hazard 
the  lofing  the  Pope’s  Favour  to  proted  them; 
on  the  contrary,  he  publifh’d  a  Proclamati¬ 
on  that  they  fhould  depart  the  Kingdom  un- 
lefs  they  reconcil’d  themfelves  to  the  Holy 
See,  v/hich  thofe  who  had  Money  did,  by 
advancing  a  Sum  to  the  Legate  for  the  Ufe 
of  his  Mafter,  and  the  reft,  who  had  nothing, 
were  abfolv’d  with  the  reft,  on  their  making 
their  Submiffion,  and  performing  fuch  Pe¬ 
nances  as  were  enjoin’d  them.  So  that  now 
the  Nation  was  reduc’d  to  a  State  of  perfed 
Tranquility,  after  it  had  been  long  diltraded 
by  a  bloody  Civil  War,  render’d  the  more 
cruel  and  deftrudive  by  both  Parties  calling 
in  Armies  of  mercenary  Foreigners  to  their 
Afiiftance.  The  Earl  of  Pembroke  proceeded 
in  the  next  place,  to  regulate  fuch  Abufes  as 
had  crept  into  the  Civil  Government  during 
the  late  Wars,  and  for  the  further  Satisfadi- 
on  of  the  Barons,  he  lent  intinerant  Juftices 
thro’  the  feveral  Counties  of  England ,  to  fee 
the  Great  Charter  and  the  Charter  of  the  Fo- 
reft  duely  obferv’d,  and  to  enquire  what 
Lands  belonging  to  the  Subjed  had  been  ta¬ 
ken  into  the  King’s  Forefts,  that  they  might 
be  difafforefted  or  laid  open  again.  About 
the  fame  time,  Wallo  the  Pope’s  Legate  re¬ 
turn’d  to  Rome ,  having  extorted  from  the 
obnoxious  Clergy  eleven  or  twelve  thoufand 
Marks,  and  was  fucceeded  as  Legate  by  Pan- 
dolph ,  fo  often  mention’d  in  the  late  Reign, 
fome  little  time  afterwards  confecrated  Bi- 
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fhop  ol  Norwich ,  for  the  Services  he  had  done 
the  Holy  See. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke  had  not  made  any 
great  Progrefs  in  reforming  Abufes,  and  fet¬ 
tling  the  Affairs  of  the  Nation,  before  he 
fell  fick  and  died  ;  he  was  buried  in  the 
Church  of  the  Knights-Templars  in  London , 
where  we  ftill  fee  his  Effigies  in  Armour  ly¬ 
ing  in  the  Round  of  that  Church,  with  fe- 
veral  other  Perfons  of  Diftin&ion.  Upon 
the  Death  of  the  Earl,  Peter  de  Rupibus  Bi- 
ffiop  of  Winchefter  fucceeded  him  as  Regent, 
and  Hubert  de  Burgh ,  who  had  fo  eminently 
defended  Dover-Cafile ,  and  been  fo  Inftru- 
mental  in  preferving  the  Kingdom  from  fal¬ 
ling  under  a  Foreign  Yoke,  was  conftituted 
Chief  Jufticiary, 

The  following  Year  the  King  was  Crown’d 
a  fecond  time  at  Wefiminfter ,  by  Stephen  Lang = 
ton  Archbiffiop  of  Canterbury ,  in  the  Pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  and  Temporal 
Peers,  which  was  thought  the  more  neceffary, 
becaufe  at  the  former  Coronation,  there  were 
but  few  Barons  prefent,  and  thofe  but  of  one 
Party,  and  the  Crown  with  other  Parts  of 
the  Regalia  were  then  wanting  foon  after 
which,  the  Abby-Church  of  Wefiminfter  be¬ 
gan  to  be  rebuilt,  but  it  was  feveral  Years 
before  it  was  entirely  finiffi’d,  and  among  o- 
ther  Works  of  Piety  at  the  beginning  of  this 
Reign,  the  removing  the  Corps  of  Thomas 
of  Becket ,  and  enclofing  it  in  a  Shrine  of  Gold 
fet  with  precious  Stones,  was  deem’d  none  of 
the  leaft.  This  was  done  at  the  Charges  of 
Stephen  the  then  Archbiffiop,  at  which 
Ceremony  the  King,  the  Pope’s  Legate, 
and  almoft  all  the  Nobility,  both  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  attended,  and  were  entertain’d 
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in  a  moft  magnificent  Manner,  exceeding,  1221:. 
’tis  faid,  even  a  Royal  Feftival. 

The  Peace  of  the  Kingdom  was  again  di-  TheBa- 
fturb’d  by  William  de  Foix,  EarJ  of  Albemarle ,  rons  of 
Fawkes  de  Brent ,  and  other  ’  'Noblemen  wh6  Roy- 
had  ferv’d  the  late  King  ;  they  thought  them-  ^  ?**-)' 
felves  but  ill-rewarded  for  their  Loyalty,  be-^P/Pear  . 
ing  depriv’d  of  the  CaftLs-  they;  had  poffefs’d 
themfelves  of  in  the  late  War,  which  belong’d  gajn" 
to  the  difaffected  Lords.  Thefe  Noblemen  for¬ 
tified  their  Caftles,  and  fet  up  for  a  kind  of 
Independancy-,  but  upon  the  Regent’s  march¬ 
ing  againft  them,  they  fubmitted,  and  were 
pardon’d.  Lewellin  Prince  of  Wales  alfo  in-  The 
fulted  the  Englijh  Borders  about  the  fame  Weljh 
time,  but  retir’d  on  the  Approach  of  the  trouble- 
Englifo  Army  ;  after  which  the  King  had  an  f°me* 
Interview  with  Alexaitder  King  of  Scotland  at  The  , 
York,  where  the  Princefs  Joan  the  King’s  s 
Sifter,  was  given  in  Marriage  to  Alexander ,  ^  ec 
and  Hubert  de  Burgh  the  Chief  Jufticiary,  mar-  Carried 
ried  the  Princefs  Margaret,  Sifter  to  the  King  to  the 
of  Scots.  King  of 

It  appears  by  fome  Ads  in  the  Feeder  a,  Scots, 
p.  190,  and  240, '  that  the  Princefs  Joan  was  Hubert 
firft  contracted  to  Geoffry  Son  of  the  Earl  of  deSurgh 
March,  and  that  the  King  of  England  was!£.the 
forc’d  to  call  in  the  Authority  of  the  Pope,  7rng, 
to  oblige  the  Earl  of  March  to  deliver  up  the 
Princefs  to  him  again,  that  he  might  give 
her  to  the  King  of  Scotland,  which  at  length 
was  effected. 

An  Impoftor  appear’d  about  this  time,  An  Im- 
who  pretended  to  be  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  in-  poftor 
duce  the  People  to  give  him  Credit,  he  had  con" 
made  5  Wounds  in  his  Flefh,  in  Imitation  ofdemn’d. 
thofeofourSaviour’s.  A  Woman  alfo  perfonated 
the  Virgin,  Mary ,  and  both  of  them  were  con¬ 
demn’d 


1 6 


12.21. 

An  In- 
furrefH- 
on  in  the 

Ciiv;pp 
the  be¬ 
half  of 


The 

prii.cipal 

Rioters 

bang’d. 


TJje  History  of  England. 

demn’d  to  be  immur’d  between  four  Walls 
till  they  died,  by  a  Synod  held  at  Oxford. 

The  Party  of  Lewis  the  Dauphin,  it  ap¬ 
pears  was  not  yet  entirely  fupprefs’d  in  the 
•.City  of;  Ijonchnj  format  a  Wreltling  Match 
between  the  Cities  6f  London  and  iVeJlminJler, 
the  Loqdoji^ihQ.vjng.xntt  with  foul  Play,  a 
dPuhjult  wqs -rais’d,  ip  the  City  by  one  Con- 
f  an  tide  l  under ’Pretence  of  revenging  the  Af¬ 
front  on  the  JVeJlminJler  People,  and  Conjlan- 
tine  follow’d  by  a  great  Multitude,  march’d 
down  to  JVeJl?ninJler ,  crying  out,  Mountjoy 
St.  Dennis ,  (the  Word  the  French  gave  in  an 
Engagement)  God  for  us  and  our  Lord  Lewis , 
and  being  come  to  Weftminfter ,  they  pull’d 
down  the  Houfe  of  the  Abbot’s  Steward, 
whom  they  look’d  upon  the  chief  Author  of 
their  Difgrace  ;  whereupon  Hubert  de  Burgh 
the  Chief  Juftice,  having  affembled  fome 
Troops  and  difpers’d  the  Mob,  order’d  the 
Magiftrates  of  the  City  to  appear  before  him 
in  the  Tower:  They  obey’d  the  Summons, 
and  reprefented,  that  they  had  done  all  that 
was  in  their  Power  to  fupprefs  the  Tumult, 
laying  all  the  Blame  on  Conjiantine  and  fome 
difaffedted  Citizens.  Conjiantine  far  from  excu- 
finghimfelf,  juftified  what  he  had  done, and  de¬ 
clar’d,  he  would  maintain  the  Caufe  he  had  en- 
gag’d  in. Whereupon  theChiel  JufLice  difmifs’d 
tne  reft  of  the  Citizens,  and  only  detain’d 
Conjiantine ,  and  two  more  of  the  forwarded, 
whom  he  caus’d  to  be  hang’d  privately  in  the 
Tower,  tho’  Conjiantine  ofter’d  a  large  Sum 
to  fave  his  Lite  ;  and  the  next  Morning  the 
Chief  Juftice,  with  Fawkes  deBrent  and  a  good 
Body  ot  Troops,  enter’d  the  City,  where  he 
apprencndea  ieveral  others  who  had  been  con¬ 
cern’d  in  the  Insurrection,  and  caus’d  their 

Hands 
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Hands  and  Feet  to  be  cut  off,  for  a  Terror  1222. 
to  the  reft  :  The  King  alfo  difplac’d  the  Ma- 
giftrates,  and  made  them  give  fome  of  their 
Brethren  as  Pledges  of  their  future  Loyalty  ; 
but  finding  only  the  meaneft  of  the  People 
concern’d  in  the  Infurredtion,  they  were  not 
long  after  reftor’d  to  his  Favour. 

Our  Hiftorians  in  general  agree  to  refledt  1223. 
on  the  arbitrary  Proceedings  of  the  Admini-  The  Mi- 
ftration  on  this  Occafion,  and  particularly  niftry  re- 
on  the  Condudt  of  the  Chief  Juftice  Hubert  Aedled 
de  Burgh  ;  they  acknowledge  indeed,  .  that  °"  for 
Confimtine  and  his  Aflociates  deferv’d  Death  5.  ir  ar” 
for  proclaiming  Lewis  the  Dauphin,  and  proce^- 
marching  in  a  hoftile  Manner  to  Weftminfter ,  jngSo 
where  they  pull’d  down  Houfes,  and  com¬ 
mitted  feveral  other  notorious  Outrages  j  but 
they  fay, the  Offenders  ought  to  have  been  tried 
and  convidted  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of  Law, 
and  not  in  a  fummary  way  by  the  Soldiery. 

But  if  it  be  confider’d,  that  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don  had  been  the  principal  Support  of  the 
French  Fadtion  •,  that  they  openly  proclaim’d 
the  Dauphin  their  Sovereign  at  this  time,  and 
took  up  Arms  to  maintain  his  Title  ;  that 
when  Conjlantine  came  into  the  Tower,  he  a- 
vow’d  his  Defign,  and  declar’d  himfelf  de¬ 
termin’d  to  defend  that  Caufej  and  no  doubt 
thought  he  had  Friends  enough  to  refill  all 
the  Forces  that  could  be  drawn  together  on  a 
fudden,  poflibly  the  Miniftry  will  not  appear 
much  in  the  wrong  in  cruftiing  this  Infurredli- 
on  in  the  Bud,  and  putting  to  Death  the 
principal  Offenders,  without  giving  them  a 
Tryal  by  the  ordinary  Forms  pi  Law,  which 
poflibly  might  be  impradticable  in  the  Cir- 
cumftances  the  Government  was  at  that  time, 
and  have  hazarded  the  throwing  the  Nation 
Vql.  XVII.  D  into 
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t%z 3.  into  Confufion  again.  There  have  been  In- 
fences  of  Rebels  put  to  Death  by  Martial' 
Law,  in  fome  late  Reigns,  and  by  Govern¬ 
ments  that  have  been  applauded  for  the  Mild- 
nefs  of  their  Adminiftration.  The  Barons  in¬ 
deed  might  well  take  Umbrage  at  the  Sudden- 
nefs  and  Severity  of  this  Execution,  at  lea  ft' 
fuch  of  them  as  were  of  the  fame  Party,  at 
the  Bottom  of  this  Infurrefiion,  the  Hopes 
of  whole  Affiftance,  probably,  gave  Conftan - 
tine  the  Affurance  to  brave  the  Government 
in  the  manner  he  did,  no  wonder  therefore, 
that  we  find  the  Barons,  at  a  General  Affem- 
bly  held  at  Oxford ,  foon  after  this  Infurredli- 
on,  defiring  that  the  Great  Charter  might 
be  ftriffly  obferv’d,  particularly  in  the  Tryal 
of  Offenders  in  Capital  Cafes  •,  for  as  their 
Friends  had  been  executed  by  Martial  Law, 
they  might  themfelves,-  if  difcover3d,  have 
fuffeffd  in  like  manner  ;  whereas,  if  they 
were  left  to  a  Tryal  by  their  Peers,  their  In- 
tereft  was  fo  great  in  that  Body  that  they  had 
little  to  apprehend  from  the  Profecution  of 
the  Government  j  they  might  have  fpirited- 
tip  Infurreftions,  poffibly,  every  Day  with 
Impunity,  and  it  is  obfervable  that  it  was 
but  a  very  little  before  the  fame  Hiftorians 
were  calling  Refledlions  on  the  Government, 
for  its  extraordinary  Lenity  in  pardoning  thofe 
who  had  done  the  late  King  the  moft  lignal 
Services,  for  keeping  the  Caftles  he  had  con- 
ferr’d  upon  them,  from  whence  it  is  evident, 
that  thofe  Writers  were  either  of  the  Barons 
Party,  or  fall  Friends  to  their  Caufe.  It  does 
not  appearwhat  other  Inftances  theBaronsgave 
of  the  Infringement  of  the  Charters,  befides 
that  of  executing  the  Ringleaders  in  the  late 
infurre5bon  without  a  legal  Tryal ;  but  ’tis 
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laid,  when  they  demanded  a  Confirmation  of  1225. 
the  Charters  at  Oxford ,  one  of  the  Council 
anfwer’d,  It  was  unreafonable  they  Jhould  de¬ 
mand  an  Execution  of  Charters  that  were  ex¬ 
torted  by  Force.  However,  ’tis  acknowledged 
the  King  himfelf  declar’d,  They  fhould  be  The 
duely  obferv’d,  and  fent  his  Orders  to  the  King 
Sheriffs  of  the  refpebtive  Counties,  to  enquire  confirms 
by  a  Jury  of  Knights  and  Freemen  in  every 
County,  what  the  Liberties  of  the  Subjeft 
were  in  the  Time  of  Henry  II.  his  Grandfa-  at 
ther  ;  or  rather,  how  the  Articles  of  the  Great  rQr^ 
Charter  were  then  interpreted,  and  to  diftin- J 
guilh  what  Lands  really  belong’d  to  the  King’s 
Foreft,  and  what  not,  for  as  to  the  Articles 
themfelves,  there  could  be  no  Difpute,  as 
they  were  upon  Record  ;  and  indeed  moft  of 
the  Contefts  between  the  King  and  the  Ba¬ 
rons  in  this  Reign,  ’tis  obferv’d,  were  on  the 
Interpretation  of  the  Charters,  and  the  Manner 
of  executing  them,  and  not  whether  theCharters 
Ihould  be  obferv'd  or  not.  But  to  return. 

Philip  Augujlus  King  of  France  dying  a- 
bout  this  time,  Stephen  Langton  Archbilhop 
of  Canterbury ,  with  feveral  other  Bifhops 
were  fent  on  an  Embaffy  to  Lewis>  who  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  his  Pro- 
mife  to  deliver  up  the  Englifh  Territories  in 
France  to  the  King  of  England ,  when  he 
jhould  afcend  the  Throne  of  France  \  but 
Lewis  anfwer’d,  ■  The  King  of  England  had  Lewis 
‘  violated  his  part  of  the  Treaty  of  London ,  refufes 
f  by  extorting  extravagant  Ranfoms  from  to  ^eli* 

•  the  Prifoners  taken  at  Lincoln ,  and  by  In-  „ 

4  fringing  the  Liberties  of  his  Subjects,  which 
4  he  had  fworn  to  obferve,’  and  therefore  re-  vincesia 
fus’d  to  part  with  Normandy ,  and  the  other  France, 
tranfmarine  Dominions.  What  thefe  Liber  - 

D  2  ties 
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1223.  ties  were,  which  Lewis  charges  the  Lnglifo 
L/~\T>J  Miniftry  with  the  Breach  of,  does  not  appear, 
but  probably  they  were  the  fame  which  the 
Barons  were  offended  at,  the  executing  their 
Friend  Conftantine  and  the  Ringleaders  of  the 
Malecontents,  without  a  legal  TryaL 
[rpjie  Another  great  Caufe  of  difgiftt  at  the  Ad- 
King  re-  miniftration,  was,  the  King’s  refuming  the 
fumes  Caftles  and  Lands  which  his  Father’s  Ne¬ 
ttie  ceffities  had  oblig’d  him  to  part  with  j  this 
Crown  was  deem’d  an  infupportable  Grievance,  tho® 
Lands  the  reftoring  the  Lands  which  the  Rebel 
that  had  Lords  had  forfeited  by  their  Rebellion,  was 
been  a-  look’d  upon  by  their  Friends  as  an  Aft  of 
uenatec .  ^  Ligheft  Juftice  ;  fo  partial  we  find  the 
Writers  of  thofe  Times  towards  the  Barons. 
The  Odium  of  this  Refumption  was  thrown 
principally  on  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  Chief  Juftice,  who  were  faid  to  have 
advis’d  it,  and  thefe  Noblemen  being  appre- 
henfive  of  the  Clamours  and  Oppofition  that 
would  be  made  againft  this  Step,  had  pro- 
Declares  cur’d  a  Bull  from  the  Pope,  whereby  the 
himfelf  King  was  declar’d  to  be  of  Age,  and  all  Men, 
of  Age  on  pain  of  Ecclefiaftical  Cenfures,  were  com- 
and  rnanded  to  reftore  the  Lands  and  Poffeflions 
makes  ^hat  belong’d  to  the  Crown.  One  principal 
Hubert  pefign  in  procuring  which  Bull,  was  to  lay 
deSurgb  aflc]e  the  Regent  the  Bifliop  of  Winch  efler, 
Minifle  an(l  ve^  t^ie  Adminiftration  in  the  Chief 
>l  r‘  Juftice,  neither  of  which  Schemes  were  at  all 
grateful  to  the  Barons.  The  placing  the 
Chief  Juftice  at  the  Head  of  Affairs,  who 
had  been  the  moft  zealous  Defender  of  thePre- 
rogative  againft  the  Barons  in  the  late  Reign, 
was  as  great  a  Mortification  as  the  obliging 
The  Ba-  them  to  reftore  the  Crown  Lands,  They  affem- 
?ons  bled  their  Forces  therefore,  Garrifon’d  their  Qt~ 
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ftles,  and  Teem’d  determin’d  to  ftand  upon  their  1224. 
Defence  :  But  upon  the  King’sTroops  march- 
ing  againft  them,  moft  of  the  Barons  fubmit-  to 

ed,  and  relinquilh’d  the  Caftles  and  Lands  in  but  fub- 
their  Poflefilon  belonging  to  the  Crown.  mit> 

Lewis  the  French  King  taking  Advantage  _[ewis 
of  the  Minority  of  the  King  of  England  and  invades 
the  Difcontents  of  the  Barons,  laid  hold  of  this  the  En- 
Opportunity  of  invading  th t  Englijh  Terri- gliJhTcr- 
tories  on  the  Continent,  under  Pretence  that  ritoiiesin 
King  Henry  had  forfeited  thofe  Dominions  by  France. 
not  appearing  at  his  Coronation. 

The  Englijh  being  totally  unprovided  to  Rochelle 
defend  themfelves  on  that  fide,  the  French  t^cen  hy 
Generals  reduc’d  a  great  many  Places  in  Sain- 
toign  with  very  little  Trouble,  and  at  length  1 
laid  Siege  to  Rochelle ,  which  furrender’d  alfo 
in  a  few  Days  ;  the  Governor,  Savecy  de 
J/Lalleen ,  being  either  brib’d  by  Lewis ,  or 
difgufted  at  the  Englijh  Court.  But  however 
that  be,  he  wasefteem’d  a  brave  Commander, 
and  his  going  over  to  the  French  at  this  time 
occafion’d  the  Lois  of  part  of  the  Province  of 
Poihlou. 

The  King  hereupon  conven’d  an  Aflembly 
of  the  Clergy  and  Barons,  to  confult  on  the 
bell  Means  for  recovery  of  the  Territories  he 
had  loft  when  on  a  fudden  theirGonfultations  A  Judge 
were  interrupted  by  the  Outrages  committed  °*  4^ze 
by  Fawkes  de  Brent,  on  the  Judges  of  Affize  efn" 
in  their  Circuit.  The  Judges,  it  feems,  had  p^kes 
directed  no  lefs  than  thirty  Verdifts  to  be  ge  Brent 
given  againft  him,  upon  Tryals  for  Lands  and  car_ 
which  he  had  feiz’d  hy  Violence.  Fawkes  de  ried  to 
Brent  hereupon  order’d  his  Brother  Williajn ,  Bedford L 
with  an  arm’d  Force,  to  feize  on  the  three  Cajtle. 
Judges,  who  then  held  their  Afiizes  at  Lun- 
jlflhle,  and  imprifon  them  in  his  Caftle  of 

Bedford . 
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1224.  Bedford.  The  Judges  having  fome  Intel!!- 
gence  of  the  matter,  two  of  them  made  their 
Efcape  ;  but  the  third,  Henry  de  Braibrook9 
was  carried  to  Bedford ,  and  ignominioufly 
treated  :  Whereupon  his  Wife  came  up  to  the 
Parliament,  and  made  her  Complaint.  And 
the  Fad  was  look’d  upon  as  fuch  a  notorious 
Infult  on  the  Magiftracy  and  the  Laws,  that 
all  other  Bufinefs  being  laid  afide,  the  whole 
Body  of  the  Nobility,  as  well  Clergy  as  Laity, 
attended  the  King  to  the  Siege  of  Bedford 
Cajlle ,  defended  by  William  the  Brother  of 
Fawkes ,  and  a  numerous  Garrifon  •,  who  be¬ 
ing  fummon’d  to  furrender,  refus’d  to  deliver 
up  the  Cattle  to  any  but  their  proper  Lord, 
The  Ca-  Fazvkes  de  Brent .  Whereupon  the  Siege  was 
file  taken  carried  on  with  all  imaginable  Vigour,  and 
by  the  the  Garrifon  forc’d  to  furrender  at  Difcretion 
King  and  abQllt  two  Months  afterwards :  Whereupon 
Barone,  j^dliam  t}ie  Deputy- Governor,  with  all  the 
ar.d  the  knights  jn  t}ie  piace)  were  hang’d  up  ;  and 

hanT’d0”  t^ls  which  was  one  of  the  ftrongeff 

n§  '  and  moft  beautiful  in  England ,  razed  to  the 
Fawkes  Ground.  Fawkes  de  Brent  himfelf,  however, 
de  Brent  by  the  Intercettion  of  the  Bifhop  of  Coventry , 
banifh’d.  obtain’d  a  Pardon  as  to  his  Life  and  Limbs, 
but  was  banifh’d  the  Kingdom.  When  he 
embark’d  he  fent  the  King  Word,  That  what¬ 
ever  Violences  or  Difurbances  he  had  been  guilty 
of,  was  by  the  Perfuafion  and  Infiigation  of  the 
Barons. 

j  a .  The  Affembly  of  Peers  being  refum’d,  the 
AnArmy  King,  on  promifing  to  confirm  the  Great 
fent  over  Charter ,  and  the  Charter  of  the  Forefis ,  ob» 
to  France  tain’d  a  Grant  of  a  Fifteenth  upon  all  Move- 
comman-  ables  ;  which  enabled  him  to  fend  an  Army 
ded  by  P.  to  defend  his  Territories  on  the  Continent. 
Richard.  Thefe  Troops  were  commanded  by  Prince 


HENRY  lit  23 

Richard  the  King’s  Brother,  affifted  by  William  1 2  2 
Earl  of  Salisbury  his  Uncle,  one  of  the  greateft 
soldiers  of  his  Time.  Their  Arrival  at  Bour- 
deaux  in  fome  meafure  reftor’d  the  King’s 
Affairs  on  that  fide  :  They  confirm’d  thofe  in 
their  Allegiance  who  were  yet  wavering,  and 
retook  feveral  Towns  from  the  French  :  And 
Hugh  Earl  of  March ,  who  was  fent  by  the 
French  King  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Rial,  was 
defeated,  and  loft  his  Baggage  and  Ammu¬ 
nition.  In  the  mean  time  King  Henry  ha¬ 
ving  confirm’d  the  two  Charters,  as  has  been 
obferv’d  already,  fent  his  Precepts  to  the 
Sheriffs  of  the  refpedtive  Counties,  to  fee  them 
duly  obferv’d.  tiij; 

The  following  Year  the  Earl  of  Salijbury ,  W.  Long - 
returning  into  England ,  died,  and  was  buried  fword  E. 
in  the  fine  Cathedral  of  Salijbury ,  then  lately  of  Salif- 
erefted,  where  his  Monument  ftill  remains,  bury  bu- 
He  was  the  only  furviving  Iflue  of  Henry  II,  r)ecj 
and  ftrnam’d  Longfword ,  probably  on  account  Va^  T 
of  his  Skill  and  Dexterity  in  Military  Affairs.  lC  raJ> 

A  Legate  who  came  from  the  Pope  this  The 
Year,  reprefented  in  a  Council  of  the  Peers  P°pede- 
the  Poverty  of  the  Holy  See  •,  and  propos’d, 
that  the  Revenues  of  two  Prebendaries  in  Sumfroni 
every  Cathedral,  and  the  Provifion  of  two  everyCa- 
Monks  in  every  Monaftery,  fhou’d  be  appro-  thedral 
priated  towards  the  Supplying  the  Pope’s  and  Mo- 
Expences,  To  which  the  Council  did  not  nailery, 
return  any  Arrfwer  at  firft,  putting  off  the 
Debate  of  this  Matter  till  the  King  fhould  be 
there  in  Perfonv  Upon  fome  fublequent  Ap¬ 
plications  made  by  the  Legate  on  this  Head, 
the  King  declar’d.  That  he  waited  only  to  . 

fee  what  other  Nations  did  in  the  Matter,  and  ' 
if  they  came  into  it,  the  People  of  England 
wou’d  not  be  backward  in  imitating  their 

Neighbours, 
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Neighbours.  But  no  Country  in  Europe  com- 
plying  with  the  Pope  in  this  Particular,  the 
Matter  was  dropp’d.  The  Legate,  however, 
in  order  to  fill  his-  own  Pockets,  vifited  the 
feveral  Cathedrals  and  Monafteries  in  the 
Kingdom,  where  he  extorted  fuch  extrava¬ 
gant  Sums,  under  Colour  of  Procurations, 
that  he  was  recall’d  a  little  abruptly,  at  the 
Initance  of  Archbilhop  Langton . 

The  King  defign’d  to  have  embark’d  with 
a  Re-inforcement  of  Troops  at  this  time,  in 
order  to  have  carried  on  the  War  in  France 
with  Vigour  •>  but  was  prohibited  by  the 
Pope,  who  had  engaged  Philip  in  a  Crufado 
againft  the  Earl  of  Yholoufe ,  for  embracing 
the  Opinions  of  the  Albigenjes ,  deem’d  by  the 
Court  of  Rome  to  be  Heretical.  In  this  War, 
it  is  obferv’d,  that  the  French  King  met  with 
fome  furprizing  Loffes,  the  greatefl:  part  of 
his  Army  being  deftroy’d  either  by  poyfonous 
Flies  or  an  Inundation  :  And  he  himfelf  is 
liippos’d  to  have  been  poyfon’d  by  the  Earl 
of  Champaign ,  a  Gallant  of  the  Queen’s.  The 
Death  of  the  French  King,  who  was  fucceeded 
by  a  Minor  of  1 2  Years  of  Age,  gave  He?iry 
frill  greater  Hopes  of  Recovering  his  Domi¬ 
nions  on  the  Continent.  Whereupon  he  fent 
the  Archbilhop  of  York,  and  leveral  other 
Minifters,  into  Normandy ,  to  invite  the  Nor¬ 
mans  to  return  to  the  Obedience  of  their  So¬ 
vereign  the  King  of  England. 

About  the  fame  time  Hubert  de  Burgh,  who 
had  now  the  Direction  of  all  Affairs,  was 
created  Earl  of  Kent :  Who  being  a  Perfon 
always  obnoxious  to  the  Barons,  it  was  very 
much  doubted  whether  they  wou’d  grant  the 
King  any  Supplies  towards  the  French  War 
and  therefore  fome  extraordinary  Ways  and 

Means 
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Means  were  practis’d  at  this  time  to  raife 
Money ;  but  in  the  firfl  Place  the  Great 
Charter  was  declar’d  void,  which  prohibited 
the  taxing  the  Subjebt  without  the  Confent  of 
the  Great  Council,  on  Pretence  that  the  Con¬ 
firmation  of  that  Charter  was  extorted  from 
the  King  in  his  Minority.  Then  he  order’d 
all  Men  who  held  any  Lands  of  the  Crown  by 
Grant  or  Charter,  to  come  and  renew  their 
Charters,  for  which  they  were  oblig’d  to  ad¬ 
vance  very  confiderable  Sums  :  This  fell  very 
hard  upon  the  Monafteries  and  Religious 
Houfes.  The  City  of  London  alfo  was  oblig’d 
to  lend  him  the  Sum  of  five  thoufand  Pounds, 
by  way  of  Puniffiment  for  their  Adherence  to 
his  Rival  Lewis ,  and  their  lending  him  the 
like  Sum. 

The  Barons,  who  were  already  fufficiently 
prejudic’d  againft  the  King  and  his  Minifters, 
were  ftill  further  difgufted  at  thefe  arbitrary 
Proceedings,  as  they  difcover’d  upon  a  Quar¬ 
rel  that  happen’d  at  this  time  between  the 
King  and  Prince  Richard ,  who  was  lately  re¬ 
turn’d  from  France .  The  late  King  John ,  it 
feems,  had  granted  a  Manor  to  one  fValerany 
a  German ,  which  belong’d  to  the  Earldom  of 
Cornwal  ;  notwithstanding  which.  Prince  Ri¬ 
chard  being  afterwards  polfefs’d  of  that  Earl¬ 
dom,  feiz’d  that  Manor  alfo  as  belonging  to 
it.  fValeran  thereupon  complain’d  to  the 
King,  who  order’d  the  Prince’s  Officers  to 
reftore  the  Manor.  The  Prince  infilled  that 
Waleran  fhould  ffiew  his  Title,  and  offer’d  to 
refer  the  Matter  to  the  Judgment  of  his 
Peers  ;  which  provok’d  the  King  to  that  De¬ 
gree,  that  he  commanded  the  Prince  to  reftore 
the  Manor  to  JValeran ,  or  depart  the  King¬ 
dom.  To  which  the  Prince  anfwer’d,  he 

Vql.  XVII.  E  would 
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1227.  would  neither  do  the  one  or  the  other,  unlefs 
it  was  fo  determin’d  by  his  Peers,  and  imme¬ 
diately  withdrew  ;  and  being  inform’d  after¬ 
wards  that  the  Chief  Juftice  propos’d  to  take 
him  into  Cuftody,  he  took  Horfe  for  Marl - 
borough ,  where  he  had  a  Conference  with 
William  Marjhal ,  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  and  the 
The  Ba-  Earl  of  Chefter,  who  agreed  to  affemble  their 
ronshave  Friends  and  ftand  up  in  Defence  of  their 
recourfe  Rights  and  Liberties.  They  were  foon  after 
to  Arm?  join’d  by  the  Earls  of  Gloucejler ,  Warren ,  He- 
i8?  Warwick,  Ferrars ,  and  many  more  of 

Prince  °  Nobility  with  their  Vaffals  at  Stamford , 
Richard  arm’d  an^  provided  to  take  the  Field  :  From 
hence  they  fent  a  Meflage  to  the  King,  de¬ 
claring  that  if  Prince  Richard  had  not  Juftice 
done  him,  and  their  Charters  were  reftor’d 
which  the  King  had  cancell’d  at  Oxford ,  they 
would  compel  him  to  give  them  Satisfa&ion 
by  Force. 

The  Ba-  The  King  thereupon  fent  them  ,Word  that 
rons  re-  he  would  treat  with  them  at  Northampton , 

hcime  on  w^ere  he  afterwards  gave  them  a  Meeting  ; 
Prince °n  anc^  haying  made  fome  Grants  and  Settle- 
xjg  mentson  his  Brother  the  Prince  to  his  entire 
chard's  Satisfaction,  the  Aflembly  broke  up,  and  the 
receiving  Confederacy  was  diffolv’d  without  any  menti- 
Satif-  on  made  of  the  Great  Charters:  From  whence 
faction  ’tis  obferv’d,  that  tho’  the  Publick  Good  is 
from  the  generally  the  Pretence  for  every  Infurredlion, 
King.  yet  the  private  Intereft  of  fome  great  Man  is 
ufually  the  fecret  Spring  that  puts  the  Popu¬ 
lace  in  Motion. 

1228.  The  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  Cardinal 
The  Langton ,  dying  this  Year,  the  Chapter  of 

Pope  that  Cathedral  made  Choice  of  Walter  de 
makes  Hemejham ,  a  Monk  of  their  Body,  to  fucceed 
bifho^of  *  kut  theKing  difapprov’d  of  thisEle&ion, 
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as  being  made  without  his  Licence  the  Suf¬ 
fragan  Bifhops  of  the  Province  alfo  refus’d  to 
acknowledge  him,  having  not  been  confulted  ynt£<[~ 
in  the  Choice.  All  Parties  hereupon  appeal’d  his  lole 
to  the  Pope,  who  made  the  Election  void,  and  ^uth0. 
appointed  Richard  the  Grand ,  Chancellor  of  r;ty. 
the  Church  of  Lincoln ,  Archbifhop  by  his  own 
Authority,  without  the  Election  either  of  the 
Chapter  or  Suffragan  Bifhops  •,  in  which  the 
King  as  well  as  the  Bifhops  acquiefc’d.  The 
fame  Year  the  King  having  given  the  Caftle  rp^e 
of  Montgomery  to  Hubert  Earl  of  Kent ,  who  ny/fly 
was  about  cutting  down  the  Woods  and  en-  trouble- 
larging  the  Roads  in  that  part  of  the  Country,  fomet 
in  order  to  render  travelling  more  fecure, 

Lewellin  Prince  of  North  Wales  fell  upon  the 
People  employ’d  in  the  Work,  and  after¬ 
wards  laid  Siege  to  the  Caftle  ;  whereupon 
the  King  in  Perfon,  attended  by  the  Earl, 
march’d  to  the  Relief  of  the  Caftle,  and  ha¬ 
ving  driven  the  Wetjh  from  before  it,  was  a- 
bout  building  another  Fortrefs  upon  the  Bor¬ 
ders  to  prevent  their  Excurfions  •,  but  the 
Weljh  fallying  out  upon  the  Workmen,  and 
rendering  the  Attempt  more  difficult  than  was 
expedled,the  King  left  the  Building  unfinifh’d, 
and  return’d  home  on  Lewellin’ s  advancing 
him  the  Sum  of  3000  Marks.  He  was  fcarce  The 
arrived  at  London ,  when  Stephen ,  a  Chaplain  of  Pope  ex- 
the  Pope’s,  came  into  England  to  demand  the  torts  the 
Tenths  both  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity.  The  Tenths 
Barons  expected  that  the  King  would  have  re-  both 
jedted  the  Propofal  ;  but  finding  him  ftlent, 
they  reprefented  the  unreafonablenefs  of  char-  a^Lai 
ging  their  Lay  Foes  with  this  Burthen,  and 
had  almoft  perfuad^d  the  Pope’s  Agent  to 
compound  the  Matter  with  them,  but  were 
however  at  length  drawn  in  to  pay  the  whole 
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by  the  Management  of  Stephen  Segrave,  one  of 
their  Body,  who  is  faid  to  have  betray’d  them; 
and  after  the  King  and  the  Laity  had  agreed 
to  pay  the  Tenths,  the  Clergy  durft  not  refufe 
left  they  fttould  have  been  excommunicated  ; 
and  fo  fevere  was  the  Pope’s  Agent  in  colleCt- 
ing  them,  that  he  made'  no  Allowances  for 
their  Debts,  or  the  Charges  they  were  at,  but 
oblig’d  the  Prelates  and  Abbots  immediately 
to  lay  down  the  Money,  and  levy  it  as  they 
could  afterwards  on  the  inferior  Clergy,  info- 
much  that  they  were  oblig’d  to  fell  the  Plate 
and  Veftments  of  their  Churches  and  Mona- 
fteries  to  raife  it ;  and  where  Money  was  want¬ 
ing,  he  oblig’d  them  to  take  i  t  up  at  extrava¬ 
gant  Intereft  of  the  Italian  Ufurers  he  brought 
with  him,  and  exaCted  even  the  Tenths  of 
the  Corn  and  Fruit  that  were  growing.  The 
Earl  of  Chefier  was  the  only  Nobleman  who  re¬ 
fus’d  to  pay  the  T enths,  and  he  was  determin’d 
to  venture  the  Cenfures  of  the  Church,  and 
run  all  Hazards,  rather  than  comply  with  a 
Demand  he  look’d  upon  to  be  fo  unreafonable. 

Soon  after  the  Nobility  of  France  being  in 
ill  Terms  with  the  Regent  of  that  Kingdom, 
Blanch ,  the  Queen-Mother,  invited  King 
Henry  to  take  them  into  his  Protection,  and 
the  Barons  of  Normandy  and  Poiffou  at  the 
fame  time  offering  to  fubmit  to  the  Domi- 
,  nion  of  the  Englijh ,  the  King  fummon’d  ail 
his  Subjedts  who  held  by  Military  Tenures  to 
attend  him  at  Portfmonth  at  Michaelmas ,  in 
order  to  the  Recovery  of  the  Territories  he 
had  loft  in  France.  Accordingly  a  numerous 
Army  was  affembled  at  the  Rendezvous  ap¬ 
pointed;  but  when  they  were  about  to  embark, 
it  appear’d  there  were  not  half  Ships  enough 
to  tranfport  them.  This  Difappointment 
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provok’d  the  King  to  that  Degree,  that  he  i  228. 

call’d  the  Chief  Juftice  Hubert ,  to  whom  he  'v'V'Nj 

imputed  this  Negledt,  Old  Tray  tor,  and  had 

run  him  thro’  with  his  Sword  if  he  had  not 

been  prevented  by  the  Earl  of  Chefier.  In 

the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  arriving 

in  England ,  and  reprelenting  that  it  would  be 

too  late  in  the  Year  to  enter  upon  Action  on 

the  other  fide  the  Water  if  they  were  oblig’d 

to  wait  longer  for  Tranfports,  the  Expedition 

was  put  oh  till  the  following  Spring. 

About ^  Eajler,  all  things  being  ready,  the  1229. 
King  fet  fail  with  his  Army  for  Bretagne,  from  He  em- 
whence  he  propos’d  to  march  either  into  Nor-  harks  the 
mandy  or  Poitdou  as  there  fhould  be  Occafion  :  following 
But  it  was  now  too  late,  the  French  Nobility  had  ^Pr'n§> 
reconcil’d  themfelves  to  the  Court,  and  the  p 
Normans  and  PoiEio'uins  had  laid  down  their 
Arms,  which  gave  the  French  King  an  Op-  njtej 
portunity  of  uniting  his  whole  Forces,  andcould’not 
marching  againft  the  Englijh ,  and  this  pre-  effeft any 
vented  their  attempting  any  thing  conlidera-  thing 
ble.  The  King  of  England,  however,  march’d  confider- 
thro’  Poitlou  and  Saintonge  into  Guienne ,  anda^e* 
vifited  the  Towns  he  was  poffefs’d  of  there  ; 
but  no  Adlion  of  any  Confequence  happen’d 
during  the  Campaign,  the  Armies  being  pretty 
near  equal  in  Strength  ;  whereupon  the  King 
leaving  part  of  his  Army  in  Bretagne ,  under 
the  Command  of  the  Earls  of  Pembroke  and 
Chefter ,  to  defend  the  Duke  of  Bretagne ,  his 
Ally,  return’d  to  England ,  and  fome  little 
time  after  a  three  Years  Truce  was  agreed  on 
between  the  two  Crowns.  Rapin ,  who  appears  RapiFs 
to  have  had  a  ftrong  Prejudice  againlt  all  fcar>da' 
King’s  in  general,  and  efpecially  to  the  Kings  ^e~ 
of  England ,  takes  an  Opportunity  here  to  Q°n 
fuggeft,  that  KingHenry  was  one  of  the  weak-  CafIon.L~ 
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eft  and  the  worft  of  Men,  and  feems  rather 
V'W*  to  write  an  Invedtive  than  a  Hiftory  of  his 
Reign. 

He  fays,  Henry ,  after  the  Difturbances  in 
'France  were  over,  and  confequently  the  Op¬ 
portunity  of  taking  the  Advantage  of  them 
was  loft,  form’d  a  Defign  of  recovering  the 
Englijh  Provinces  in  France  ;  and  yet  at  the 
fame  time  he  fhews  that  the  King  was  pre¬ 
vented  going  over  fo  foon  as  he  intended, 
either  by  the  Treachery  or  Negligence  of  his 
Minifters.  In  the  Letter  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  wrote  to  the  Emperor  relating  to  this 
Expedition,  which  Rapin  himfelf  faw,  and 
cites  out  of  Rymer ,  1.  i,  p.  325.  he  very 
well  knew  the  King  afcrib’d  his  want  of  Suc- 
cefs  to  the  Ficklenefs  and  Treachery  of  the 
Foittovins,  and  efpecially  of  the  Earl  of  March , 
without  whofe  Affiftance  he  declares  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  tranfadt  any  thing  of 
Confequence  with  the  fmall  Force  he  carried 
from  England :  What  Occafion  then  was  there 
for  all  the  fevere  Reflections  on  the  King’s 
Conduct  we  meet  with  in  this  Author.  Tho8 
the  French  brought  down  their  whole  Force 
againft  him,  it  does  not  appear  he  was  defeated, 
or  met  with  any  confiderable  Lofifes  ;  all  that 
can  be  faid  is,  he  was  deceiv’d  by  his  Mini¬ 
fters  and  his  Allies,  and  was  not  in  a  Condi¬ 
tion  to  adt  offenfively  ;  and  probably  he  was 
1  a  30.  oblig’d  to  return  to  England  fooner  than  he 
intended  by  a  Rebellion  of  the  Irijh  which 
An  In-  happen’d  at  this  time,  for  we  find  there  was 
:  urrefti-  then  a  General  Infurredtion  of  the  Natives  of 
jon  of  the  that  Kingdom  againft  the  Englijh  ;  but  the 
Irijh  Jufticiary  of  Ireland  having  cut  in  Pieces  near 
quell  d.  twenty  thoufand  of  them,  and  taken  the 
King  of  Conaught  Prifoner,  that  Kingdorp 

was 
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was  reduc’d  again  to  a  fettled  Condition.  1230. 
Lewellyn ,  Prince  of  Wales ,  about  the  fame 
time  committing  great  Devaftations  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  fparing  neither  Churches  or  Mo- 
nafteries,  the  Bifhops  folemnly  excommuni¬ 
cated  that  Prince  and  his  Subjedts  ;  and  the 
Weljh  Hill  continuing  their  Depredations,  the 
King  aflembled  his  Army  and  invaded  their 
Country  •,  but  thefe  Mountaineers,  as  ufual, 
retiring  to  the  inacceflible  parts  of  their  Coun¬ 
try,  harrafs’d  the  King’s  Troops,  obliging 
him  at  length  to  retire  without  any  other  Ad-  11  :>I" 
vantage  than  the  plundering  fome  defencelefs 
Places. 

Hubert  Earl  of  Kent ,  about  this  time  taking 
Pofleflion  of  the  Caftle  of  Tunbridge ,  which  the 
King  had  conferr’d  upon  him,  Richard  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury  claim’d  that  Caftle  as  a 
Fief  belonging  to  his  See,  and  not  finding 
Redrefs  at  the  Court  of  England ,  went  to 
Rome  and  complain’d  of  the  Violence  to  the 
Pope,  from  whom  he  obtain’d  an  Order  to 
take  Poffeffion  of  the  Caftle,  but  died  before  p® 
his  Return,  whereupon  the  Monks  of  Canter-  j^ts  * 
bury  elected  Ralph  Nevil *  Bifhop  of  Chichefter  the  Per* 
and  Chancellor  of  England ,  their  Archbifhop,  f0n  to  be 
who  was  accepted  by  the  King  *,  but  the  Pope  elefted 
vacated  the  Election  notwithftanding,  be-  Archbi- 
caufe  he  was  not  devoted  to  the  See  of  Rome ,  ft10? 
and  commanded  the  Chapter  to  eledt  another.  Canter- 
The  Monks  thereupon  proceeded  to  a  fecond  "Ury- 
Choice,  and  afterwards  a  third,  but  the  I232* 
Pope  liked  neither  of  them  ;  and  finding 
themfelves  at  length  oblig’d  to  chufe  a  Man 
that  would  be  fubfervient  to  the  Defigns  of 
the  Pope,  they  eledted  Edmund  Bland ,  a  Ca¬ 
non  of  Sali/bury.  This  was  look’d  upon  as  an 
intolerable  Infult  on  the  Church  of  England 
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1152.  and  the  King’s  Prerogative,  and  the  Barons 
l/'Y'X*  fliew’d  their  Refentment  on  this  Occafion  ; 

but  when  they  faw  the  King  fuffer’d  the  Pope 
to  fill  up  molt  of  the  vacant  Benefices  with 
Italians ,  they  were  out  of  all  Patience,  and 
The  It  a-  fpEited  UP  t^e  PeopE  to  rife  and  plunder 
ljan  thefe  Foreigners  ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
C’ergy  Pope  feverely  reprimanded  the  King  for  not 
plunder’d  preventing  and  punifhing  this  Infult  on  his 
Countrymen,  their  Abettors  were  found  to  be 
fo  numerous,  and  of  fuch  Quality,  that  the 
Profecution  of  them  was  dropp’d. 
jjulert  And  as  it  frequently  happens  that  the  O- 
Earl  of  dium  of  every  falfe  Step  falls  on  the  Prime 
Kentd'K-  Minifcer,  thele  mean  Submiffions  of  the  King 
grac’d,  to  the  Pope,  however  undefervedly,  were 
snd  the  afcrib’d  to  the  Earl  of  Kent  the  Chief  Juftice, 
Bifhop  which  rais’d  him  a  Multitude  of  Enemies, 
of  Win-  who  by  their  continual  Clamours  againft  the 
recall’d  Earl’s  Conduit,  fo  cool’d  the  King’s  Affedtion 
towards  him,  that  he  confented  to  the  recalling 
the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter  to  Court  again,  to 
whom  the  King  complaining  that  he  wanted 
Money  to  raife  Forces  to  relfrain  the  Incur- 
fions  of  the  JVelJh^  the  Bifhop  took  an  Op¬ 
portunity  to  infinua'te  that  this  proceeded 
from  the  Milfnanagementjof  his  Officers,  who 
fwallow’d  up  all  theJRevenues  belonging  to 
the  Crown,  which  was  the  true  Reafon  that 
the  King  on  every  Emergency  was  oblig’d  to 
have  recourle  to  his  Subjects,  and  beg  Sup¬ 
plies  of  them.  The  King  upon  this  Hint  be¬ 
gan  to  call  his  Sheriffs  and  other  Receivers  of 
his  Revenues  to  a  fevere  Account,  from  whom 
he  drew  large  Sums  to  attone  for  their  Mil- 
applications  of  the  publick  Money.  He  pro¬ 
ceeded  afterwards  to  remove  Rannlph  de  Bre¬ 
ton ,  the  Treafurer  of  his  Chamber,  and  plac’d 
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Peter  de  Revaux ,  the  Bifhop  of  Winchejler* s  1232. 
Nephew,  in  his  room,  who  managing  Mat-  L/'YNJ 
ters  fp  well  as  to  replenifh  the  King’s  Coifers 
for  the  prefent,  the  Bifliop  at  length  prevail’d 
with  the  King  to  difplace  the  Earl  of  Kent, 
his  Prime  Minider,  and  to  make  Stephen  Se- 
grave  Chief  Judiciary :  Nor  was  this  the  word.  The 
the  King  order’d  the  Earl  to  give  an  exa&  Charge 
Account  of  all  the  Money  that  had  pafs’d  a8aind 
thro’  his  Hands  during  his  Adminidration, 
charging  him  alfo  with  being  the  Author  of  j^ent 
treacherous  and  dedruCtive  Councils,  with 
poifoning  the  Earls  of  Salijbury  and  Pembroke , 

Fawkes  de  Brent ,  and  the  Archbifhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  and  even  with  Sorcery  and  Witch¬ 
craft  5  and  to  load  him  dill  more,  theCitizens 
of  London  now  reviv’d  the  old  Complaint  a- 
gaind  him  for  illegally  putting  Confiantine ,  to 
Death,  with  fome  others  of  their  Fellow  Ci¬ 
tizens  in  the  beginning  of  this  Reign.  The 
Earl  defir’d  time  to  anfwer  the  Charge  before 
his  Peers,  which  with  fome  Difficulty  was 
granted  him  •,  but  reflecting  afterwards  that 
the  Barons  had  always  been  his  inveterate  E- 
nemies,  as  well  as  the  City  of  London,  and 
that  the  King  would  ufe  all  his  IntereA  to 
get  him  convicted,,  if  it  were  but  to  enjoy  the 
Forfeiture  of'  his  Edate,  he  took  SanCtuary 
in  the  Priory  Church  of  Sherton  in  Surry . 
Whereupon  the  King  order’d  the  Mayor  of 
London  to  force  him  from  thence  :  And  twenty 
thoufand  of  the  Citizens  immediately  alfem-  - 
bled,  glad  of  an  Opportunity  of  revenging 
themfelves  on  a  Minider  they  fo  much  hated. 

But  the  Earl  of  Cbejler  diewing  the  illegality 
of  forcing  the  Earl  from  his  Sanctuary,  this 
Order  was  revok’d ;  and  the  Archbifhop  of 
Dublin  obtain’d  a  further  Day  for  him  to  ap- 
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pear  and  anfwer  the  Charge  againft  him„ 
Before  the  time  prefix’d  the  Earl  left  his 
Sanctuary  in  order  to  vifit  his  Countefs,  who 
was  then  at  St.  Edmund’s  Bury  ;  which  the 
King  hearing  of,  fent  a  Party  of  Soldiers  after 
him,  who  took  him  out  of  a  little  Chapel  at 
Brentwood  in  EJfex ,  whither  he  fled  when  he 
found  he  was  purfu’d.  The  Soldiers  dragg’d 
him  from  the  Altar,  where  he  flood  with  a 
Crofs  in  one  Hand  and  the  Hoft  in  the  other  ; 
and  chaining  his  Legs  under  a  Horfe’s  Belly 
brought  him  to  London,  to  the  great  Joy  of 
the  Citizens,  who  treated  him  with  all  man¬ 
ner  of  opprobrious  Language,  and  he  was 
afterwards  committed  Prifoner  to  the  Tow¬ 
er  ;  but  the  Bifhop  of  London  threatning 
to  excommunicate  all  that  were  concern’d  in 
this  Violation  of  the  Privilege  of  Sandhiary, 
he  was  return’d  to  the  Chapel  again :  How¬ 
ever  the  King  ordering  the  Sheriff  to  furround 
the  Place,  and  prevent  any  Provifion  being 
carried  to  him,  he  furrender’d  himfelf  and 
was  a  fecond  time  fent  to  the  Tower,  where 
fubmitting  to  deliver  up  all  his  Treafure  which 
was  lodg’d  in  the  Hands  of  the  Knights 
Templars  to  the  King,  all  further  Prolecution 
againft  him  was  ftaid,  and  he  was  left  in  the 
Poffeflion  of  his  whole  real  Eftate,  but  or¬ 
der’d  to  remain  a  Prifoner  however  in  the 
Caftle  of  the  Devifes. 

However  the  Barons  might  rejoice  at  the 
Fall  of  this  great  Man,  they  foon  found  them- 
felves  in  a  worfe  Condition  than  they  were 
before  *,  for  the  Bifhop  of  Winchejler ,  Peter 
de  Rupibus,  who  fucceeded  him  as  Prime  Mi- 
nifter,  was  a  Foreigner,  fa  Poitiovin  by  Na¬ 
tion)  imi  lediately  brought  over  Multitudes 
of  his  Countrymen,  with  whom  he  garrifon’d 

the 
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the  King’s  Caftles,  and  fill’d  up  all  Places  of  125;. 
Honour  and  Profit  in  the  Government.  The  'svfVVJ 
Nobility  that  were  Minors  were  committed  to 
the  Guardianfhip  of  the  Poiffovins,  and  fre¬ 
quently  married  to  Foreigners  of  mean  Qua¬ 
lity  and  inferior  Fortunes  ;  whereupon  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke  and  fome  of  the  principal 
Nobility  reprefented  the  Injuftice  that  was 
done  to  the  Native  Englifh ,  declaring  they 
would  withdraw  from  Court  unlefs  the  Poic- 
tovihs  were  difmifs’d.  To  which  the  Bilhop 
anfwering  that  the  King  had  a  Right  to  intro¬ 
duce  what  Officers  and  Troops  he  pleas’d  to 
defend  his  Prerogatives  againft  his  rebellious 
Barons,  thefe  Noblemen  immediately  retir’d, 
and  enter’d  into  a  Confederacy  to  defend  their  A  Coo- 
Privileges  •,  and  being  fummon’d  to  attend  the  federacy 
King  at  Oxford ,  refus’d  to  come,  as  they  did  °the 
^Ifo  upon  a  fecond  and  third  Summons,  de- 
daring  that  unlefs  the  Bifhop  of  WincheJler  j" 
and  the  PoiElovins  were  remov’d  from  the 
King’s  Councils,  they  would  drive  them  out  of 
the  Nation  by  Force,  and  fet  another  King 
upon  the  Throne.  The  King  thereupon  re¬ 
quir’d  the  Barons  who  appear’d  moft  difaf- 
fedted  to  deliver  him  their  Children  as  Pledges 
of  their  Fidelity,  which  many  of  them  com¬ 
plying  with,  he  fummon’d  an  Affembly  of 
the  Peers,  imagining  he  fhould  now  be  able 
to  influence  the  Lords  fo  far  as  to  procure 
fome  of  the  moft  obnoxious  to  be  condemn’d.; 
but  the  Barons  coming  up  arm’d,  and  at¬ 
tended  by  their  Vaflfals,  on  pretence  of  de¬ 
fending  themfelves  againft  the  PolElovins  who 
furrounded  the  King  on  all  Occafions,  and  " 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  not  coming  up  on  Ad¬ 
vice  that  fome  foul  Play  was  defign’d  againft 
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him,  the  Afiembly  broke  up  without  tranft 
ailing  any  Bufinefs  of  Moment. 

The  King  thereupon  fummGn’d  all  the  Ba¬ 
rons  and  ’  Vahids,  who  held  of  the  Crown  by 
Military  Tenures,  to  attend  him  at  Gloucefter\ 
whither  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  fome  others 
refufing  to  come,  the  King  burnt  and  plun¬ 
der’d  their  Eftates,  and  fome  of  their  Lands 
he  conferr’d  on  the  Poiffovins  and  the  Bi- 
Ihop  of  Winchefler  finding  Means  to  draw  off 
feveral  of  the  Barons  from  the  Earl’s  Party, 
he  enter’d  into  a  Confederacy  with  Lewelkn 
Prince  of  JVales  ;  whereupon  the  King  march’d 
to  the  Borders  of  JVales  with  an  Army  con¬ 
joins  the  lifting  of  Englijh  and  Poiftovins ,  but  was  de- 
Prince  of  feated  in  almoft  every  Encounter.  He  re- 
Walcs.  turn’d  home  therefore  and  fumrnon’d  an  Af- 
fembly  of  the  Clergy  and  Barons  to  meet  him 
at  JVejlminfter,  promifing  to  redrefs  their  Grie¬ 
vances  and  be  govern’d  by  their  Councils. 
The  Afiembly  meeting  on  the  9  th  of  October, 
they  entreated  the  King,  for  the  Honour  of 
God,  to  take  his  Native  Subjedls  into  his  Fa¬ 
vour,  and  not  to  treat  them  as  Rebels  till  they 
had  been  try’d  and  convidled  by  their  Peers. 
To  which  the  Bifhop  of  tVincheJler  anfwer’d. 
That  the  Barons  of  England  had  no  fuch 
Privilege  of  being  try’d  by  their  Peers  as  the 
Peers  of  France  had  *,  but  that  they  might  be 
condemn’d  by  the  King’s  Juftices  in  any  of 
his  Courts  of  Judicature  :  At  which  the  Bi- 
fhops  '  were  fo  exafperated,  that  they  unani- 
moufiy  threatned  to  excommunicate  thofe 
who  gave  the  King  fuch  Advice ;  but  the 
Bifhop  of  JVinchefter  prevented  their  excom¬ 
municating  him  by  Name  by  approaching  to 
the  Pope  c  However,  they  folemnly  curs’d 
ill  thofe  who  alienated  the  King’s  Affedlions 

from 
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from  his  natural  Subje&s,  and  difturb’d  the  1233. 
Peace  of  the  Nation. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke,  about  the  fame  time  His  Suc- 
befieg’d  and  took  one  of  his  Caftjes,  which  ceffes, 
he  had  furrender’d  to  the  King  the  preceding 
Year,  which  occafion’d  the  King’s  affembling 
his  Army  again  On  the  Borders  of  Wales ; 
but  the  Earl  had  fo  wafted  the  Country  before 
he  arriv’d,  that  he  was  oblig’d  to  retire  into 
Monmouth (hire  to  fupply  his  Troops  with  Pro- 
vifions,  and  the  King  having  taken  up  his 
Quarters  in  the  Caftle  of  Grefmont,  the  Earl 
.attack’d  his  Army,  which  lay  encamp’d  near 
it,  in  the  Night  time,  and  carried  oft  five  or 
fix  hundred  Horfe  •,  whereupon  the  King  re¬ 
tir’d  to  Gloucefter,  leaving  part  of  his  Army 
to  defend  the  Engliftj  Borders.  The  Earl  af¬ 
terwards  coming  to  View  the  Caftle  of  Mon 
mouth  in  order  to  befiege  it,  fell  into  an  Am- 
bufcade,  but  defended  himfelf  fo  bravely, 
that  he  gave  his  Army  time  to  come  to  his 
refcue.  Soon  after  he  fent  out  a  Party  of 
Men  to  bring  off  the  famous  Hubert  de  Burgh 
Earl  of  Kent ,  who'  found  Means  to  make  his 
Efcape  from  the  Caftle  of  the  Devizes ,  on 
receiving  Intelligence  that  the  Bilhop  of  Win- 
chefter  had  a  Defign  upon  his  Life.  The 
Earl  of  Pembroke  upon  the  King’s  Retreat, 
burnt  and  plunder’d  the  Eftates  of  thofe  who 
adher’d  to  the  King,  in  revenge  for  the  De- 
vaftations  the  King’s  Army  had  made  in  his 
own  and  his  Friends  Lands :  He  burnt  down 
alfo  part  of  the  Town  of  Shrewjbury ,  and 
advanc’d  fo  far,  that  the  King  not  thinking 
himfelf  fafe  at  Gloucefter ,  retired  to  Winche- 
tler,  from  whence  Letters  were  fent  to  the  The 
Governors  of  Ireland ,  and  the  King’s  Friends  Miniftry 
there,  to  fall  upon  the  Earl’s  Lands  in  that  procure 
‘  '  ’  Kingdom, 
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Kingdom,  and  promifing,  that  if  they  could 
draw  the  Earl  over  thither,  and  fecure  him, 
either  alive  or  dead,  his  Eftate  fhould  be  di¬ 
vided  amongft  them.  This  Stratagem  had 
the  Effedt  the  Miniftry  propos’d,  for  the  Earl 
going  over  to  defend  his  Eftate  on  that  fide, 
whic|i  was  very  confiderable,  was  furrounded 
and  kill’d ,  which  when  the  King  heard  of, 
’tis  faid,  he  bewail’d  his  Death,  obferving, 
that  he  had  loft  the  braveft  Subjedt  in  his 
Dominions ;  and  declar’d  afterwards,  when  the 
Projedt  for  taking  the  Earl  off  in  Ireland 
was  brought  to  Light,  ‘  That  he  was  perfedt- 
‘  ly  ignorant  of  it,  his  Council  had  made 
‘  ufe  of  his  Name  in  that  Affair  without  his 

*  Knowledge.  * 

The  Bilhops,  who  were  no  lefs  Enemies  to 
the  Miniftry  than  the  Temporal  Barons,  ha¬ 
ving  now  an  Archbifhop  at  their  Head,  who 
was  a  Man  of  Spirit  and  Refolution,  took 
upon  them  to  reprefen t  to  the  Kng,  the  ill- 
confequence  that  was  like  to  attend  his  pre¬ 
ferring  only  Foreigners,  and  flighting  his 
Englijh  Subjedls,  and  declar’d,  ‘  That  unlefs 
‘  he  alter’d  his  Condudt  in  this  particular, 
‘  they  fhould  be  oblig’d  to  excommunicate 

*  him  and  his  whole  Court ;  ’  which  had  that 
effedt  on  him,  that  the  King  difmis’d  the 
Bifhop  of  Winchefter ,  with  his  Nephew  Peter 
de  Rivaux  the  Treafurer,  Segrave  the  Juftici- 
ary,  and  all  Winch  eft  ePs,  Creatures,  and  a 
Day  was  appointed  for  them  to  give  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  their  Adminiftration  ;  but  the  Pro- 
fecution  of  them  was  ftaid,  on  their  ad¬ 
vancing  a  good  round  Sum  for  the  King’s 
Ufe. 

The  following  Year,  Frederick  Emperor  of 
fent  over  to  demand  the  Princefs  Ifa~ 
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lella  the  King’s  Sifter  in  Marriage,  who  was 
now  about  twenty  Years  of  Age  •,  which  the 
King  confenting  to,  and  promifing  to  give  Th© 
her  a  Portion  of  thirty  thoufand  Marks,  the  vPfn 
Archbifhop  of  Cologn  and  the  Duke  of  Lo- 
vain  came  over  to  receive  her,  and  his  Ma-  t0  t^e 
jefty  with  his  whole  Court  attended  her  to  j?m_ 
Sandwich ,  where  fhe  embark’d  for  Antwerp,  peror 
The  King  himfelf,  who  was  about  thirty  Years  Fre- 
of  Age,  had  made  his  Addrefles  to  feveral  derick. 
young  Princefles,  but  had  not  fucceeded. 

His  firft  Miftrefs  was  Volante  the  Daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Bretagne ,  who  being  pretty 
nearly  related  to  him,  the  Match,  ’tis  faid, 
was  broken  off  for  want  of  the  proper  Dif- 
penfation.  He  had  afterwards  a  Defign  up¬ 
on  the  Duke  of  Aujlria' s  Daughter,  and  then 
on  the  King  of  Bohemia's ;  how  he  came  noc 
to  fucceed  in  either  of  thefe  Attempts  does 
not  appear.  He  treated  afterwards  with  the 
King  of  Scotland  for  his  fecond  Daughter, 
and  Terms  were  agreed  on,  but  the  Barons 
found  means  to  break  it  off,  for  no  other 
Reafon,  we  are  told,  but  becaufe  Hubert 
Earl  of  Kent  had  married  her  eldeft  Sifter. 

He  was  again  difappointed  in  a  Match  he 
propos’d  with  the  Daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Pentbein.  But  this  Year  he  was  fuccefsful  in  The 
his  Addrefles  to  the  Lady  Eleanor  the  Daugh-  King 
ter  of  the  Earl  of  Provence ,  of  whom  it  is  marries 
obferv’d,  that  tho*  he  could  afford  his  Daugh-  Eleanor 
ters  but  fmall  Fortunes,  he  married  all  four  c*>ro~ 
of  them  to  as  many  Kings.  The  Queen  foon  vence° 
after  the  Marriage,  was  Crown’d  with  great 
Solemnity  at  Wejlminfter ,  and  nothing  was 
feen  for  fome  time  but  Feftivals  and  Rejoy- 
cings  ;  but  the  King  foon  after  appearing  to 
be  govern’d  by  the  Queen’s  Brother  the  Bi- 
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ffiop  of  Valence,  who  now  poflefs’d  the  Poft 
ol  Prime  Minifter,  the  Barons  became  difcon- 
tented  again  ;  whereupon  the  King  retir’d  to 
the  Tower,  and  appointed  them  to  attend  him 
there,  which  the  Lords  refufing,  he  return’d 
to  his  Palace,'  and  endeavour’d  to  give  them 
Satisfaction  by  difplacing  fome  obnoxious 
Officers  :  He  demanded  the  Seals  alio  of  the 
Chancellor  the  Biffiop  of  Chichetier ,  but  he 
anfwer’d,  ‘  He  was  entrufted  with  that  Of- 
4  fice  by  the  Barons,  and  ffiould  not  refign 
4  it  to'  any  other  Authority.  ’  And  now  the 
King  being  very  uneafy,  recall’d  feveral  of 
the  old  Miniftry  to  his  Affiftance,  particu¬ 
larly,  Peter  de  Rivaux  and  Stephen  Segrave , 
after  which  he  had  an  Interview  with  the 
King  of  Scots  at  York,  who  demanding  of 
him  the  County  of  Northumberland ,  he  chofe 
to  give  him  a  Penfion  of  200  Marks  per  Ann, 
in  lieu  of  it. 

The  Emperor,  about  this  time  defired  the 
King  would  affift  him  with  a  Reinforcement 
of  Troops  againft  the  French ,  and  that  Prince 
Richard  the  King’s  Brother  might  command 
them  ;  but  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  en¬ 
ter  into  a  War  with  France  at  this  time 
whereupon  the  Emperor  demanded  the  Por¬ 
tion  promis’d  him  on  the  Marriage  of  the 
Emprefs ;  the  paying  whereof,  and  the  Ex- 
pences  of  the  King’s  own  Marriage,  having 
pretty  much  exhaufted  his  Treafury,  he 
fiimmon’d  the  States  to  meet  at  London ,  and 
demanded  a  thirtieth  part  of  their  Moveables, 
which  he  at  length  obtain’d,  upon  his  Con¬ 
firmation  of  the  Great  Charter,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  fome  of  the  moll  popular  Barons  into 
his  Council ;  he  agreed  alfo,  that  the  Money 
ffiould  be  lodg’d  in  fome  Monaftery  in  each 

County, 
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County,  and  be  in  the  Cuftody  of  Perfons  1137. 
made  Choice  of  by  the  Barons,  till  it  lhould 
be  applied  to  the  publick  Ufes  it  was  de-  in§  t^ie 
fign’ci.  Great 

The  Sons  of  Lewellin  Prince  of  Wales  <-'narcer' 
confpiring  againft  their  Father  at  this  time, 
the  old  Prince,  in  order  to  fecure  himfelf  a-  The 
gainft  their  Plots,  voluntarily  put  himfelf  Prince 
under  the  Protedlion  of  the  King  of  Eng-  North 
land ,  and  did  Homage  to  him  for  that  Prin-  Wales 
cipality.  Thus  the  Englijh  gain’d  the  Domi-  v°lunta" 
nion  of  that  Country  by  an  Accident  at  laft, 
which  they  had  never  been  able  entirely  to  Ses 
reduce  by  the  Force  of  their  Arms.  The  himfelf 
Earldom  of  Chejler  alfo  was  united  to  the  a  Vaffai 
Crown  this  Year,  that  Earl  dying  without  of  Eng- 
Ifiue  Male.  About  this  time  alfo  Simon  de  land. 
Montfort ,  a  younger  Son  of  the  Earl  of  Mont- 
fort ,  who  was  General  againft  the  Albigenfes  in 
France ,  firft  became  a  Favourite  in  the  Englijh 
.  Court, of  whom  frequent  mention  will  be  made 
in  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftory. 

The  King,  ’tis  faid,  contrary  to  his  Pro- 
mife,  feizing  on  the  Money  that  had  been 
lately  rais’d,  and  fquandring  it  away  on  this 
young  Courtier  and  other  Foreigners,  the 
Barons  highly  refented  his  Conduct ;  and 
coming  to  him  in  a  Body,  with  Prince  Ri-  Ia3*- 
chard  at  the  Head  of  them,  complain’d  of 
his  Breach  of  Promife,  and  the  Influence  that 
Foreigners  ftill  had  over  him,  but  to  very 
little  Purpofe  ;  he  proceeded  to  give  Mont -  c- 
fort  his  Sifter,  the  Countefs  Dowager  of  Rem- 
broke ,  in  Marriage.  This  put  Prince  Richard  fort  mar- 
and  the  Barons  beyond  all  Patience,  infomuch  fries  the 
that  they  enter’d  into  a  frefh  Confederacy  a-  Kings 
gainft  the  King  ;  who  being  apprehenfive  of  Sifter* 
the  Confequences,  fummon’d  the  Barons  to 
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1238.  meet  at  London,  where  he  promis’d  to  give 
l/'V'-'O  them  Satisfa&ion  in  all  their  Demands  j  but 
the  Lords  doubting  his  Sincerity,  came  thi- 
The  Ba-  ther  arm’d,  in  order  to  compel  him  to  yield 
ronscom-  to  their  Schemes  by  Force*,  and  the  King  not 
pel  the  being  in  a  condition  to  oppofe  them,  con- 
King  to  fented  that  twelve  Barons  of  his  own  chufing, 
yield  to  an(j  twelve  others  to  be  elected  by  them, 
theirDe-  ^ouij  draw  up  Articles,  by  which  he  would 
man  s’  regulate  his  Adminiftration  for  the  future ; 
which  being  agreed  to,  they  were  fign’d  by 
the  King  and  Barons,  and  confirm’d  by  Otho 
the  Pope’s  Legate,  who  was  lately  arrived 
in  England.  Whether  he  was  fent  for  by  the 
King  to  afiift  him  to  defend  his  Prerogative 
againft  the  Encroachment  of  the  Barons,  as 
fome  fuggeft,  or  was  difpatch’d  hither  by 
the  Pope,  purely  to  drain  the  Nation  of  its 
Treafure,  is  uncertain  ;  but  it  is  generally  a- 
greed,  that  as  the  Legate  was  the  King’s 
principal  Support  againft  the  Barons,  fo  Hen - ' 
ry  found  himfelf  under  a  necelfity  of  conni¬ 
ving  at  his  Extortions.  This  the  Clergy  and 
Nobility  feem’d  to  be  apprehenfive  of  as  foon 
as  he  came,  and  therefore  reprefented  it  as 
an  unprecedented  thing,  that  a  Legate  fhould 
come  into  England  without  giving  any  Notice 
of  his  Intentions,  and  when  there  was  no  Ne- 
cefiity  or  even  any  plaufible  Pretence  for  fend¬ 
ing  him.  And  when  Prince  Richard  faw  how 
the  King  concur’d  with  the  Legate  in  every 
thing  he  propos’d,  he  did  not  fpare  to  tell 
the  King,  Eh  at  he  a  died  more  like  the  Pope’s 
Penfioner  than  a  King.  Nor  was  the  Legate 
content  with  plundering  England  only,  but 
being  at  an  Interview  between  the  King’s  of 
England  and  Scotland  at  York ,  he  let  the  King 
of  Scots  know  that  he  intended  him  a  Vifit, 
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whereupon  that  Prince  replied.  That  never  1238. 
any  Legate  had  yet  been  in  Scotland,  and  he  !v'’V~vO 
Jhould  not  admit  of  fuch  an  Innovation  •,  and  if 
the  Legate  would  go,  he  doubted  it  would  not  be 
in  his  Power  to  protedi  him  againft  the  Fury  of 
the  People.  Which  Intimation,  it  feems,  in¬ 
duc’d  the  Legate  to  alter  his  Defign  for  the 
prefent  *,  but  he  went  to  Edinburgh  not  long 
afterwards.  The  Legate  alfo  vifited  Oxford , 
and  was  receiv’d  with  great  Refped  by  that 
Univerfity,  but  a  Quarrel  happening  between  The 
his  Domefticks  and  lome  of  the  younger  Stu-  Pope’s 
dents  ;  one  of  the  Legate’s  Servants  was  kill’d  Legate 
in  the  Tumult,  and  he  himfelf  efcap’d  out  inched 
of  the  Town  with  fome  Difficulty,  for  which 
Outrage  the  Legate  interdided  the  Univerfi--'0^’ J ^or 
ty,  and  the  King  fent  a  Detachment  of  ^e*  Of- 
Troops  down  to  Oxford ,  who  made  thirty  of  fenders" 
the  Students  Prifoners  ;  nor  would  Otho  be  do  Pe- 
appeas’d,  till  the  Biffiops  who  interceeded  for  nance, 
the  Univerfity  confented  to  go  barefoot  with 
the  Students,  from  St.  Paul's  to  the  Legate’s 
Houfe,  without  Gowns  or  Caps,  to  beg  Par¬ 
don  and  Abfolution. 

The  Emperor  at  this  time  fending  to  the 
King  to  affift  him  with  a  Body  of  Troops, 
his  Requeft  was  complied  with,  and  thefe 
Forces  were  employ’d  againft  the  Pope, 
which  was  highly  refented  by  his  Holinefs ; 
but  the  King  and  the  Pope  were  fo  neceflfary 
to  one  another,  as  has  been  intimated  already, 
that  they  were  foon  reconcil’d.  The  Pope 
fuffer’d  Henry  to  fill  up  the  Vacancies  in  the 
Church  with  his  Creatures  •,  and  the  King  per¬ 
mitted  the  Court  of  Rome  to  fleece  his  Sub- 
jetts  of  their  Money.  The  Bilhop  of  Win- 
chejler  dying  at  that  time,  and  the  Monks  of 
this  Chapter  making  choice  of  the  Bifhop  of 

G  2  Chi - 


44  The  History  of  England. 

1238.  Cbichefter  the  Chancellor  to  fucceed  him, 
the  King  procur’d  the  Pope  to  declare  the 
Eledtion  void,  in  behalf  of  his  Brother-in- 
Law  the  Bifhop  of  Valence.  The  King’s 
Enemies  were  fo  enrag’d  at  his  perpetually 
preferring  Foreigners,  that  fome  of  them  hi- 

An  Af-  red  an  Aflaftin  to  murder  him,  and  the  Vil- 
faflln  lain  found  means  to  get  into  the  King’s  A- 
hired  to  partment ;  but  the  King  flaying  with  the 
kill  the  Queen  that  Night,  had  the  good  Fortune  to 
efcape.  The  Fellow  being  apprehended  the 
next  Morning  in  the  Royal  Apartments,  was 
pull’d  in  pieces  by  Horfes :  He  confefs’d  at 
his  Execution,  that  he  was  put  upon  the  At¬ 
tempt  by  fome  Great  Men  *,  however,  no 
further  Enquiry  was  made  after  it  poffibly 
the  King  might  entertain  fome  Sufpicion  of 
Gilbert  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  for  he  fell  under 

1239.  his  Difpleafure  at  this  time,  and  retired  to  the 
North  of  England  to  fecure  himfelf  againft 
the  Defigns  of  his  Enemies.  ’Tis  faid  Si- 

Mont-  mon  Montfort  alfo,  whom  the  King  had  crea- 
fort  in  ted  Earl  of  Leicefter ,  had  fo  far  forfeited  the 
Difgrace  King’s  Favour  at  this  time,  that  he  upbraided 
him  with  Debauching  his  Sifter,  and  bring¬ 
ing  him  under  a  Neceflity  of  marrying  her 
to  him  ;  and  that  Earl  was  fo  apprehenfive 
of  the  King’s  Refentment,  that  he  went  over 
to  France  for  fome  time.  He  had  taken  Care 
however  before  to  have  his  Marriage  con¬ 
firm’d  by  the  Pope,  left  Application  fhould 
have  been  made  to  his  Holinefs  to  diflolve 
it. 

Prince  This  Year,  on  the  fixteenth  of  June ,  the 
Edward  Queen  was  deliver’d  of  a  Son,  baptiz’d  by 
born.  the  Name  ,  of  Edward ,  afterwards  King  of 
England ,  a  Prince  who  made  a  confiderable 
Figure  in  the  World. 
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Here  our  Hiftorians  are  pleas’d  to  take  1239, 
Notice  of  the  Ficklenefs  of  the  King’s  Tern-  '’"v'NJJ 
per  ;  they  tells  us,  that  it  was  common  for  a  The 
Nobleman  to  be  one  Day  in  full  Favour  and  -^nS 
the  next  in  Difgrace  •,  that  fometimes  the 
King  obey’d  the  Pope’s  Dictates  without  re-  conPIin_" 
ferve,  and  at  others  did  not  fpare  to  give  c„ 
him  the  greateft  Provocations  ;  the  laft  Year 
he  affifted  his  Brother  the  Emperor  Frede- '  k 
with  a  Reinforcement  of  Troops  againft  the 
Pope,  and  this  Year  he  fuffer’d  the  Excom¬ 
munication  againft  the  fame  Emperor  to  be 
publifh’d  in  his  Dominions.  Hubert  Earl  of 
Kent ,  who  was  return’d  to  Court,  and  look’d  The 
upon  to  be  in  the  King’s  Favour,  he  on  a  fudden  King 
profecuted  afrefh,  and  would  not  be  appeas’d  takes  4 
but  by  his  refigning  into  the  King’s  Hands  of  the 
four  of  his  Caftles,  viz.  Grofmont ,  Blanch-  Earl  of 
Cajlle ,  Screwfrith ,  and  Hatfield ,  whereupon  s 
this  old  Statefman  was  fuffer’d  to  enjoy  the  Y‘ a  CS 
Refidue  of  his  Eftate  in  peace. 

The  Legate  ftill  continued  to  pilfer  the  lz^o. 
Enilijh  Clergy,  which  the  Bifhops  oppos’d  The  Le- 
to  r.o  purpofe,  as  long  as  the  Pope  and  the  gatesEx- 
King  were  united  ;  the  Legate  oblig’d  them  tortionsi 
to  contribute  to  the  Charges  of  the  Pope’s 
War  againft  the  Emperor  the  King’s  Bro¬ 
ther,  and  all  the  Reprefentations  that  Prince 
made  to  the  King  on  this  Subject  were  of  no 
Effebt.  The  Clergy  unwillingly  granted  the 
Pope  a  fifth  part  of  their  Goods,  and  the 
Archbift.op  of  Canterbury  compounded  for  a 
fifth  part  of  his  Rents,  but  was  fo  weary  of 
thefe  repeated  Exadtions,  and  the  Difturban- 
ces  that  daily  happen’d  between  the  Crown 
and  the  Barons,  that  he  retir’d  to  the  Abby 
of  Bontignm  in  France ,  where  he  died  the 

fame 
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1240.  fame  Year,  with  the  Reputation  of 
Saint. 

Soon  after  a  Nuntio  arriv’d  from  the  Pope 
with  Letters  to  the  Bifhops,  and  other  Pa¬ 
trons  of  Ecclefiaflical  Livings,  to  prefent 
three  hundred  Italian  Clerks,  whofe  Names 
he  fent  in  Writing,  to  the  firft  Benifices  that 
were  vacant,  prohibiting  them  to  prefent  any 
other  Perfons  till  thefe  were  provided  for. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Legate  demanded  a- 
nother  Subfidy  of  the  Clergy  to  carry  on 
the  War  againft  the  Emperor  ;  which  how¬ 
ever  they  refus’d  to  comply  with  in  a  Body, 
yet  the  Legate  by  applying  to  them  fingly, 
with  the  King’s  Affiftance,  at  length  pre¬ 
vail’d  with  them  to  grant  it.  The  King  at 
the  fame  time,  fent  Juftices  Itinerant  into 
every  County,  with  Orders  to  redrefs  the 
Peoples  Grievances  •,  but  his  Enemies  will 
have  it,  that  the  real  Defign  of  it  was  to 
bring  a  Sum  of  Money  into  his  Pocket  by 
the  Convidtion  of  the  Delinquents  •,  which 
feems  a  malicious  Infinuation,  and  may  be 
fuggefted  of  every  Prince  when  he  attempts 
the  reforming  of  the  Abufes  of  his  Oficers 


and  Magiftrates. 

The  About  this  time  Gilbert  Earl  of  Pejibroke 
Earls  of  and  the  Earl  of  Leicefter  were  again  received 
Pem-  into  Favour,  but  the  latter  foon  left  the 
Iroke  Court  of  England  again,  taking  upon  him 
and  Lei-  the  Crofs,  and  attended  Prince  Richard  to 
cejler  in  the  jj0iy  Land. 

again*"  And  nOW’  to  ^  un^Peakable  Joy  of  the 

more  Money  than  he  left  the  Ecclefiaftick  s 
poffefs’d  of,  but  palling  through  the  Empe- 
ror’sTerritories  in  his  way  home,  that  Prince’s 

Officers 


Englifh  Clergy,  Othojht  Pope’s  Legate  was 
recall’d,  who  carriea  off  with  him,  ’tis  faid. 
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Officers  feiz’d  the  Treafure  for  the  Ufe  of  1141. 
;heir  Matter,  which  had  been  levied  on  the  L/’VNJ 
Englijh  Clergy  in  order  to  be  employ’d  a- 
yainft  him. 

'Peter  of  Savoy ,  the  Queen’s  Uncle,  coming 
nto  England  about  this  time,  was  fplendidly 
entertain’d,  and  made  Earl  of  Richmond ,  and 
:he  Jews  were  compell’d  to  make  him  a  Pre- 
fent  of  twenty  thoufand  Marks  ;  the  King 
ilfo  caus’d  Bonniface  the  Queen’s  Brother  to 
be  elected  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  and 
by  this  and  other  Inftances  of  his  Partiality 
to  the  Provincials,  the  Queen’s  Relations  and 
Countrymen,  the  Englijh  Nobility  were  ftill 
more  difoblig’d. 

This  Year  was  remarkable  for  the  Death 
Df  feveral  Great  Perfonages,  particularly 
Lewellin  Prince  of  kVales ,  who  left  his  Ter¬ 
ritories  to  his  two  Sons  David  and  Griffin . 

David  feizing  the  whole  and  imprifoning 
Griffin ,  he  appeal’d  to  the  King  as  his  Sove¬ 
reign  for  Juftice,  and  his  Wife  offer’d  the 
King  a  confiderable  Sum,  and  an  Annual 
Tribute,  to  induce  him  to  intereft  himfelf  in 
the  Affair  *,  which  David  having  Notice  of, 

3tis  faid,  made  the  King  much  larger  Offers, 
and  procur’d  his  Brother  to  be  committed  Pri- 
foner  to  the  Tower  of  London.  The  fame 
Year  died  Gilbert  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  being 
thrown  from  his  Horfe  at  a  Tournament  held 
at  Hertford ,  and  mortally  wounded  by  the 
Kicks  and  Bruifes  he  receiv’d.  The  Emprefs  1242. 
Ifabella  the  King’s  Sifter  alfo  died  in  Child¬ 
bed  about  the  fame  time  *,  and  loon  after  her,  The 
the  Princefs  Eleanor  Sifter  to  Prince  Arthur ,  Princefs 
died  in  Briftol-Caftle ,  after  Ihe  had  been  im-  Eleanor 
prifon’d  forty  Years.  As  fhe  was  of  an  elder  dies  in 
Branch  of  the  Royal  Family  than  the  laft  Pdf°n» 

and 
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and  prefent  King,  it  was  not  thought  advi- 
fable  to  let  her  have  herLiberty,efpecially,  as 
fhe  conftantly  declar’d.  She  would  never  re- 
linquifo  her  Right,  which  foe  apprehended  foe 
had  to  the  Crown  by  Defcent  ;  tho’  it  is  pretty 
evident,  that  the  Barons  were  well  fatisfied 
with  the  Title  King  John  obtain’d  by  the 
Appointment  of  his  Brother  Richard ,  becaufe 
in  all  their  Wars  with  him  and  his  Son  Hen¬ 
ry,  they  never  once  attempted  to  fet  up  the 
Title  of  the  Princefs  Eleanor. 

The  Province  of  PoiElou  had  for  fome  time 
been  divided  between  the  French  and  Englifo , 
but  the  Kings  of  France  never  took  upon 
them  to  confer  that  Earldom  on  any  Perfon 
till  the  King  of  England  appointed  Prince 
Richard  Earl  of  that  Province,  on  his  going 
to  the  Holy  Land.  Than  it  was  that  Lewis  the 
French  King  thought  fit  to  create  his  Brother 
Alphonfo  Earl  of  PoiElou,  which  was  fo  re- 
fented  by  the  King  of  England ,  that  he  im¬ 
mediately  declar’d  War  againft  France ,  in 
which  he  was  encouraged  by  the  Earl  of 
March,  who  was  now  married  to  Ifdbella  the 
Queen  Dowager,  King  Henry’s,  Mother  •,  for 
the  Territories  belonging  to  the  Earl  of 
March  lay  in  that  Part  of  PoiElou ,  which  was 
under  the  Dominion  of  the  French,  and  the 
Queen,  ’tis  faid,  could  not  bear  to  fee  her 
Hufband  do  Homage  to  a  Brother  of  the 
French  King,  and  therefore  put  him  upon  en¬ 
deavouring  by  all  poffibleWays  to  endeavour 
the  Reftoration  of  all  PoiElou  to  the  Englifo. 
The  Earl  thereupon  fent  King  Henry  Intelli¬ 
gence,  that  the  PoiElovians  were  fo  well  af¬ 
fected  towards  him,  that  if  he  brought  over 
a  Supply  of  Money,  he  might  raife  a  Body 
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of  Trfaops  in  that  Country  fufficient  to  re¬ 
cover  what  he  had  loft  from  the  French. 

.The  King  therefore  having  furnifh’d  him- 
felf  with  Money  by  one  Means  or  other, 
embark'd  with  his  Brother  Prince  Richard 
and  feveral  Englijh  Noblemen,  three  hundred 
Knights  and  fome  few  Troops,  for  Poidlou , 
depending  on  the  Earl  of  March's  Advice 
that  he  might  augment  his  Army  with  Poidlo- 
vins  to  what  Number  he  pleas’d  ;  but  when 
he  arriv’d  he  found  Volunteers  come  in  very 
flowly,  and  the  French  King  having  affembled 
a  great  Army  to  oppofe  him,  was  a&ually  be- 
fieging  Fonteney ,  a  Caftle  belonging  to  the 
Earl  of  March.  Henry  hereupon  fent  to  re¬ 
proach  the  French  King  with  breaking  the 
Truce,  but  was  anfwer’d  that  he  firft  broke 
the  Truce  by  aflifting  his  Vaffal  who  was  in 
actual  Rebellion  againft  him.  However 
Lewis  offer’d,  in  regard  his  Father  had  taken 
an  Oath  to  reftore  the  Englijh  Territories  in 
France ,  to  relinquilh  the  greateft  Part  of 
Poidlou  and  Normandy  to  him,  which  Offer 
Henry  wa§  unfortunately  perfuaded  to  refufe 
by  the  Earl  of  March ,  tho’  he  knew  the 
Weaknefs  of  the  King  of  England's  Army  *,r 
and  that  there  was  no  Pofiibility  of  recruiting 
it  with  Poidlovins  as  he  had  allur’d  that  Prince 
he  might. 

Lewis,  whom  all  People  reprefent  as  a  moft 
pious  contentious  Prince,  was  under  fome 
Concern  that  Henry  would  hearken  to  no  Pro- 
pofals  of  Accommodation  \  but  at  length  one 
of  his  Minifters  obferving  that  the  King  of 
England  as  well  as  his  Father  having  taken  his 
Oath  to  obferve  the  Treaty  of  London ,  and 
that  the  King  of  England  not  having  obferv’d 
his  part  of  the  Treaty,  Lewis  was  not  at  all 
Vql  XVII.  H  ©b- 
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oblig’d  to  fulfil  his  Father’s  part  of  it,  Lewis 
determin’d  to  continue  the  War,  and  to  take 
all  Advantages  which  his  Superiority  in  the 
Field  gave  him.  He  made  himfelf  Mafter 
therefore  of  the  Caftle  of  Fonteney ,  and  af¬ 
terwards  followed  the  Englijh  Army  to  Faille - 
burg,  whither  King  Henry  had  retir’d.  Here 
Prince  Richard  went  to  the  French  Camp  and 
obtain’d  a  fhort  Truce,  which  gave  King 
Henry  an  Opportunity  of  retreating  into  the 
Dutchy  of  Guienne  ;  whereupon  the  Cities  of 
Xainter ,  Ponti,  and  the  other  Towns  in  PoiPtou 
fubmitted  to  the  French,  and  the  Ear!'  of 
Marche  made  his  Peace  with  Lewis. 

The  Plague  having  fwept  off  great  part  of 
the  French  Army,  they  were  not  in  a  Condi¬ 
tion  of  purfuing  the  Englijh  into  the  Dutchy 
of  Guienne  •,  and  the  following  Year  a  Truce 
was  agreed  on  for  five  Years  between  the  two 
Crowns,  for  the  obtaining  which  Henry  was 
contented  to  pay  Lewis  the  annual  Sum  of 
five  thoufand  Pounds  ;  but  ftill  the  King  of 
England  was  pleas’d  to  remain  at  Bourdeaux , 
where  he  fpent  his  time  in  agreeable  Amufe- 
ments  as  long  as  he  could  draw  any  Money 
out  of  England ,  whither  he  did  not  feem  to 
have  any  Inclination  to  return.  While  the 
Court  refided  in  this  City  the  Queen  was 
brought  to  Bed  of  a  Daughter  named  Bea¬ 
trix  •,  and  the  King’s  Neceffities  obliging  him 
to  come  over  to  England  in  September  follow¬ 
ing,  he  rais’d,  by  a  Scutage  Loans  from  pri¬ 
vate  Perfons,  and  Sums  he  extorted  from  the 
Jews,  Money  fufficient  to  replenifh  his  Coffers 
for  the  prefent ;  but  the  Countefs  of  Provence , 
the  Queen’s  Mother,  arriving  foon  after  with 
her  Daughter  Cynthia,  whom  fine  married  to 
Prince  Richard ,  the  Expences  of  the  Court 

were 
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were  fo  great  on  this  Occafion  that  the  King’s  1243. 
Treafury  was  exhaufted  as  much  as  ever..  It 
is  reported  that  at  the  Prince’s  Wedding-  0f  prg_  r 
Dinner  there  were  not  lefs  than  thirty  thou-  vence. 
fand  Difhes  of  Meat  ferv’d  up  •,  but  I’m  apt 
to  think  there  is  a  Figure  too  much  added  to 
the  Account,  three  thoufand  would  have  been 
an  extravagant  Expence.  But  to  proceed, 
the  King  being  in  great  Wants  of  Money  l244' 
conven’d  the  Barons  again  and  demanded  a 
Supply  *,  but  inftead  of  granting  it  they  only 
loaded  him  with  a  Multitude  of  Reproaches 
for  fquandring  away  his  Money  on  Foreign¬ 
ers,  and  never  keeping  his  Promifes  with  his 
People :  And  the  King  underftanding  they 
were  confpiring  to  take  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Government  out  of  his  Hands  and  lodge 
it  in  four  of  their  own  Number,  he  didblv’d  . 
the  Affembly  ;  but  having  by  private  Appli¬ 
cations  afterwards  brought  them  to  a  better 
Temper,  he  affembled  the  Peers  once  again,  The  King 
and  procur’d  of  them  a  Grant  of  twenty  obtains  an- 
Shillings  on  every  Knight’s  Fee,  to  obtain  °j:lier  SuP' 
which  he  took  his  Oath  to  fee  the  two  Char-  l^ngthe 
ters  duly  executed,  and  to  redrefs  all  their  Great 
Grievances,  and  agreed  that  the  Bifhops  might  Charter, 
excommunicate  him  if  he  did  not  punctually 
obferve  his  Oath. 

A  Nuntio  from  the  Pope  arriv’d  at  the 
fame  time,  who  extorted  great  Sums  from 
the  Clergy  fingly,  tho’  he  could  obtain  no¬ 
thing  from  them  in  a  Body.  This  Agent  of 
the  Pope’s  took  upon  him  to  give  away  to 
Foreigners  any  Ecclefiaft ical  Preferments  that  Ecclefia- 
were  void,  he  difpos’d  of  one  of  the  beft  ifical  Pre- 
Prebendaries  in  the  Cathedral  of  Salijbury  to 
fi  e  Pope’s  Nephew,  who  was  but  a  Boy.  Italians. 
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The  Weljh  this  Year  began  to  be  very  frou- 
blefome  again,  making  Incurfions  into  the 
Englijh  Borders,  and  refusing  to  acknowledge 
the  Sovereignty  of  King  Henry.  While  Grif- 
Jin  Prince  of  Wales  remain’d  a  Prifoner  in.  the 
Tower,  David  his  Brother  continu’d  very 
Quiet  and  Submiftive,  left  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  Ihould  afiift  Griffin  to  recover  his  Share  of 
that  Principality  •,  but  Griffin  being  kill’d  by 
a  Fall  in  attempting  to  make  his  Efcape  out 
of  the  Tower,  David  no  longer  kept  any 
Meafares  with  the  Englijh ,  he  plunder’d  and 
ravag’d  the  Borders,  and  had  the  good  For¬ 
tune  to  defeat  the  Troops  fent  againft  him. 
At  the  fame  time  Alexander  King  of  Scotland 
obferving  the  Mifunderftandings  between  the 
King  and  his  Barons,  renounc’d  all  Depen- 
dance  on  England,  declaring  he  would  no 
jnore  do  Homage  for  any  Lands  he  held  of 
that  Crown.  Whereupon  the  King  fum- 
mon’d  all  the  Barons,  and  thqfe  who  held  by 
Military  Tenures,  to  attend  him  into  Scotland, 
which  being  a  National  Concern,  all  the 
Vafials  of  the  Crown  appear’d  at  the  general 
Rendezvous,  and  to  the  great  Surprize  of 
Alexander  march’d  as  far  as  Newcajlle,  which 
induc’d  him  to  alter  his  Tone,  and  propofea 
Treaty,  wherein  he  agreed  to  do  Homage  as 
ufual ;  and  the  two  Kings  were  fo  well  recon¬ 
cil’d  that  a  Marriage  was  agreed  upon  at  this  1 
time  between  Alexander  the  King  of  Scots 
eldeftSon,  and  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  King 
Henry. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  expecting  the  King  of  • 
England  would  fall  upon  him  with  all  his  I 
Troops  on  his  having  concluded  a  Peace  with  ' 
Scotland,  he  Ihelter’d  himfelf  under  the  Pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Holy  See,  offering  to  become  8 
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the  Pope’s  Vaffal,  and  pay  him  an  annual  Tri¬ 
bute  of  five  hundred  Marks  *,  whereupon  the 
Pope  empower’d  two  Wejh  Abbots  to  fummon 
King  Edward  before  them  to  fhew  what  Ti¬ 
tle  he  had  to  that  Principality.  The  King 
did  not  think  fit  to  give  any  Anfwer  to  the 
Summons,  but  demanded  a  Supply  of  the 
Barons  to  carry  on  the  Weljh  War,  which  the 
States  being  backward  in  granting,  the  War 
was  not  profecuted  with  that  Vigour  as  was 
expe&ed,  and  the  Englijh  Troops  were  de¬ 
feated  in  feveral  Engagements.  The  King 
however  found  Means  to  replenifh  his  Coffers 
for  the  prefent  by  fining  all  People  who  had 
made  any  Encroachment  on  his  Forefts,  and 
about  this  time  he  receiv’d  Intelligence  that 
his  Lieutenant  in  Gafcony  had  obtain’d  a 
Victory  over  the  King  of  Navarre. 

Lewis  the  French  King  thought  fit  this  Year 
to  banifh  all  the  Subjects  of  England  who  re- 
fided  in  France ,  unlefs  fuch  as  would  quit  their 
Dependance  on  England ,  under  Pretence  that 
they  were  frequently  the  Occafion  of  Confpi- 
racies  and  Infurredtions  againft  him  ;  where¬ 
upon  King  Henry  did  the  fame  by  the  French , 
fettled  in  England ,  and  ’tis  faid  feiz’d  their 
Lands  to  his  own  Ufe. 

The  repeated  Extortions  of  the  Church 
of  Rome  provok’d  the  Barons  at  this  time  to 
order  by  their  own  Authority,  without  the 
King’s  Concurrence,  all  Perfons  to  be  flopp’d 
in  the  Ports  of  England  who  brought  any 
Bulls  or  Mandates  from  Rome ,  and  one  was 
feiz’d  thereupon  with  Papers  directed  to  the 
Pope’s  Nuntio  here  to  demand  Money  of  the 
Clergy  on  feveral  Pretences.  The  Pope  com¬ 
plaining  of  this  Violence  to  the  King,  the 
Barons  demonflrated  to  him  that  the  Italians 
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1245.  receiv’d  by  Benefices  and  Ecclefiaftical  Pre- 
ferments  in  England  fixty  thoufand  Marks 
per  Ann.  which  was  more  than  the  Revenues 
of  the  Crown  at  that  time,  befides  what  they 
carried  oft  on  other  Pretences  ;  whereupon  he 
confented  that  they  fhould  fend  a  Letter  to 
the  Pope  and  Council  affembled  at  Lyons , 
enumerating  the  many  Oppreffions  the  Court 
of  Rome  had  exercis’d  in  England  of  late 
Years,  and  requiring  that  Court  would  for¬ 
bear  fending  over  their  Agents  on  fuch  Er¬ 
rands  for  the  future  and  becaufe  they  ex¬ 
pected  an  Evafive  or  dilatory  Anfwer,  they 
commanded  the  Pope’s  Nuntio  immediately 
to  depart  the  Kingdom  as  he  valu’d  his  Safety, 
who  complaining  of  this  Ufage,  the  King  let 
him  know  that  if  he  ftaid  it  would  not  be  in 
his  Power  to  protect  him  ;  whereupon  the 
Nuntio  having  procur’d  a  Pafs  for  his  Secu¬ 
rity,  embark’d  for  France,  to  the  great  Joy  of 
the  People  in  general,  which  when  the  Pope 
heard  of,  he  faid.  He  thought  he  mufi  make 
Peace  with  the  Emperor  in  order  to  chafiife  thefe 
petty  Princes  (the  Barons )  if  he  could  quell  the 
great  Dragon ,  he  fhould  foon  he  able  to  crujh 
thefe  leffer  Serpents. 

The  Deputies  of  the  Barons  being  arrived 
at  Lyons ,  prefented  their  Memorial  to  the 
Pope  and  Council  ;  to  which  receiving  no 
Anfwer,  they  took  the  Liberty  to  open  the 
Nation’s  Grievances  before  them,  and  among 
other  Things  infilled,  that  King  John  could 
not  make  the  Nation  Tributary  to  Rome 
without  the  Confent  of  the  Barons.  That 
the  Claufe  of  Non  Obftante  in  the  Pope’s 
Bulls  was  an  Encroachment  on  their  Rights, 
by  which  he  depriv’d  all  the  Patrons  in  Eng¬ 
land  of  the  Power  of  difpofing  of  the  Livings 
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n  their  Gift.  Then  they  enumerated  the  va-  1245. 
■ious  Arts  by  which  the  Pope’s  Agents  from  h/'V'VJ 
:ime  to  time  drain’d  the  Nation  of  its  Trea¬ 
sure,  but  they  receiv’d  no  manner  of  Anfwer 
;o  thefe  Remonftrances.  Whenever  the  Grie¬ 
vances  of  the  EngUJh  Barons  were  propos’d  to 
3e  debated,  the  Pope  had  the  Addrefs  to  get 
:he  Matter  poftpon’d  ;  whereupon  the  Depu¬ 
tes  having  made  their  Proteft  againft  the 
rribute  granted  by  King  John ,  &c. .  they 
'eturn’d  to  England. 

Soon  after  however  the  Pope,  to  fhew  his 
Indulgence  to  the  Englijh ,  publifh’d  a  Bull, 
whereby  he  permitted  Patrons  to  prefent  to 
Livings  in  their  Gift,  and  declar’d  that  upon 
the  Avoidance  of  a  Benefice  pofiefs’d  by  an 
Italian  Clerk  the  Patron  fhould  not  be  oblig’d 
to  prefent  another  of  the  fame  Nation  ;  but 
the  Pope  made  no  mention  of  relinquifhing 
the  Tribute  or  his  Title  to  the  Kingdom  : 

So  far  was  he  from  this,  that  he  commanded 
the  Englijh  Bilhops  to  feal  anew  the  Charter 
whereby  King  John  refign’d  his  Kingdom  to 
him,  which  neither  the  King  or  the  Prelates 
had  the  Courage  to  oppofe,  for  fear  of  an 
Excommunication. 

The  King  having  borrow’d  Money  of  The  War 
Prince  Richard  on  his  Jewels,  renew’d  the 
War  with  Wales  \  but  upon  the  Approach  of renew  d" 
the  EngUJh  Army  the  Weljh  retir’d  to  their 
Mountains,  from  whence  they  harrafs’d  the 
King’s  Troops  and  cut  off  his  Provifions  till 
they  oblig’d  him  to  retire  out  of  the  Country, 
tho’  he  firit  erefted  the  Caftle  of  Game  to 
reftrain  their  Incurfions  ;  and  Prince  David 
dying  foon  after,  the  Weljh  remain’d  Quiet  for 
fome  time,  Lewellin  the  Nephew  of  Davids 
and  Son  of  Prince  Griffin  who  was  kill’d  in 
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attempting  to  Efcape  out  of  the  Tower,, 
fucceeding  to  that  Principality. 

The  latter  End  of  this  Year  dy’d  Walter 
Earl  of  Pejnbroke  and  Striguil  :  This  was  the 
fifth  Son  of  that  Earl  of  Pejnbroke  who  was 
fo  Inftrumental  in  maintaining  King  Hen.  III. 
on  the  Throne,  and  was  Regent  of  the  King¬ 
dom  in  the  beginning  of  this  Reign.  All  the 
Brothers  died  without  Iffue  Male,  which 
Matthew  Paris  afcribes  to  the  Curfes  of  an 
Irijh  Bilhop  againft  their  Father  for  difpofief- 
fing  him  of  fome  Lands  belonging  to  his  See, 
but  the  Monks  are  always  very  free  of  their 
Judgments.  Certain  it  is  the  Family  fail’d  in 
the  third  Generation,  reckoning  from  Richard 
Strongbow ,  the  firft  Earl  of  Striguil  and  Pem¬ 
broke  j  and  the  great  Eftate  they  pofiefs’d  in 
England ,  Wales  and  Ireland  was  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  five  Sifters  of  the  Jaft  Earl, 

The  Pope,  notwithftanding  the  late  Re- 
prefentations  of  the  Englifo  Barons  at  the 
Council  of  Lyons ,  ftill  continu’d  his  Exadtions 
on  the  Clergy,  which  being  confider’d  of  at 
an  Affembly  of  the  States  in  Lent,  it  was 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  fend  three  feveral 
Memorials  to  the  Court  of  Rome  on  this  Sub¬ 
ject,  one  fign’d  by  the  King,  a  fecond  by  the 
Bifhops,  Abbots  and  Priors,  and  a  third  by 
the  Barons,  wherein  they  reprefented,  1.  That 
the  Pope,  not  Content  with  Feter-pence ,  ex¬ 
torted  from  the  Clergy  other  great  Sums  a- 
gainft  the  King’s  Confent  and  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  the  Church  of  England.  2.  That 
Patrons  could  not  prefent  to  Livings  in  their 
Gift,  the  Pope  conferring  them  on  Italians 
ignorant  of  the  Englijh  Language,  who  car¬ 
ried  the  Profits  of  thofe  Benefices  out  of  the 
Kingdom.  3.  That  the  Pope  exadted  Pen- 

ftons- 
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(Ions  from  Churches.  4.  That  Italians  were  1246. 
always  preferr’d  to  fuch  Livings  as  their  t/VVl 
Countrymen  held  before  and  without  Charge, 
whereas  the  Englijh  were  put  to  great  Ex- 
pences,  being  forc’d  to  apply  to  the  Court  of 
Rome ,  contrary  to  the  Privileges  granted  to 
the  Church  of  England  by  former  Popes. 

5.  That  in  Churches  poffefs’d  by  Italians 
there  were  neither  Alms  or  Hofpitality  main¬ 
tain’d,  or  any  Preaching,  the  Cure  being 
entirely  neglected.  6.  That  the  Claule  of 
Non  Obfiante  inferted  in  the  Pope’s  Bulls  fub- 
verted  all  the  Laws,  Statutes  and  Privileges 
of  the  Church  and  Kingdom. 

The  Pope  was  fo  little  mov’d  by  thefe  But  they 
Complaints,  that  he  repeated,  and  even  en-  areltiJ^ 
creafed  his  former  Exactions.  He  alfo  com-  contmuJ 
pell’d  the  Englijh  Bilhops  to  fign  the  Excom¬ 
munication  of  the  Emperor  Frederick ,  and  to 
fend  a  Body  of  Horfe  againft  that  Prince. 

He  claim’d  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Eccle- 
fiafticks  Goods  that  dy’d  Inteftate,  demanded 
of  fuch  Clerks  as  were  Refident  on  their 
Livings  a  third  of  their  Moveables,  and  of 
thofe  who  were  Non-refident  half  their  Goods ; 
but  the  King  oppofing  him  in  thefe  En¬ 
croachments,  the  Pope  was  oblig’d  to  defift 
from  his  Pretenfions.  The  King  alio  prohi¬ 
bited  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  to  take  Cogni-  Prohibits 
zance  ol  any  but  Matrimonial  and  Telia- on  to  the 
mentary  Caufes,  thefe  Courts  pretending  to  ^cddi- 
try  almoft  all  manner  of  Caules,  under  Pre-  Q^t s 
tence  they  had  fome  Way  or  other  a  relation 
to  Spiritual  Matters.  The  following  Year  a  I247. 
new  Legate  was  fent  into  England  to  extort 
Money  from  the  Clergy,  againft  which  the 
Nation  deliver’d  frefli  Memorials*  but  to  lif- 
:\e  Effeft,  the  King  giving  too  much  Coun- 
V  01.  XVII.  I  ten ante 
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1247-  tenance  to  them  >  and  to  requite  him  for  this 
Compliance  the  Pope  fent  the  King  a  Bull, 
wherein  it  was  declar’d,  that  no  Italian  lhould 
be  prefented  to  a  Benefice  for  the  future  with¬ 
out  his  Confent.  He  made  the  King  alfo  a 
Prefent  of  fome  Drops  of  our  Saviour’s  Blood, 
which  the  King  carried  with  great  Solemnity 
and  Devotion  from  St.  Paul's  to  Wefiminfter- 
Abbey ,  where  it  was  repofited. 

The  King  'The  King’s  three  half  Brothers,  Sons  of 
his  half  t^ie  Earl  Marche  arriv’d  in  England  about 
Brothers,  this  time,  ( viz.)  Guy  of  Lufignan ,  IVilliam  cte 
at  which  Valence ,  and  Athelmar.  JVilliam  he  knighted, 
the  Barons  and  up0n  ap  0f  them  bellow’d  Places  and 
tufted"  Penfions,  at  which  the  Barons  appeared  dif- 
gufted,  infomuch  that  when  he  demanded  a 
1248.  Subfid  y  of  them  he  was  upbraided  with  his 
unbounded  Liberality  to  his  Relations  and 
other  Foreigners,  his  Contempt  of  his  Native 
Subjects,  and  his  difcouraging  Trade  by  ex¬ 
orbitant  Impofitions  and  Duties  on  Merchan¬ 
dize.  They  took  upon  them  alfo  to  reprove 
him  for  keeping  vacant  Benefices  in  his  Hands, 
and  not  advifing  with  them  in  the  Choice  of 
a  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  Jufticiary  and  o- 
ther  great  Officers  of  State.  The  King  find¬ 
ing  nothing  was  to  be  expected  from  the  Ba¬ 
rons  in  the  Temper  they  were  in,  promis’d 
in  General  a  Redrefs  of  their  Grievances,  and 
difmifs’d  the  Afiembly,  imagining  they  would 
be  more  tractable  if  he  gave  them  time  to 
cool.  Accordingly  the  Barons  were  aifembled 
about  four  Months  afterwards,  when  the 
King  reprefented  to  them  that  he  thought  it 
was  very  hard  that  they  would  not  allow  him 
the  Privileges  of  the  Mafter  of  a  private 
Family  to  chufe  his  own  Servants  and  Coun- 
fellors,  and  again  demanded  an  Aid  to  enable 

him 
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fim  to  preferve  the  Englijh  Territories  A-  1248, 
Droad,  which  he  faid  was  as  much  their  Ccn- 
:ern  as  his  :  To  this  they  made  no  other 
Arnfwer  than  that  they  ftiould  not  impoverilh 
rhemfelves  to  enrich  Foreigners.  The  States  The  King 
refuting  to  granc  a  Supply,  the  King  found  “ “ 
himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of  felling  his  Plate  Plate  and 
and  Jewels  to  the  Citizens  of  London  to  raife  jewels. 
Money,  in  negotiating  which  Affair  he  ob- 
ferv’d  the  Wealth  of  the  Citizens  to  be  fuch, 
that  if  his  Treafure  had  been  equal  to  that  of 
Augujlus,  he  faid  there  might  have  been  Pur- 
chafers  found  for  it  in  London ,  which  made 
him  highly  refent  their  refufing  the  Loans  he 
had  defir’d  of  them  :  by  way  of  Punifhment 
therefore  he  granted  a  new  Fair  to  JVefiminfter 
of  fifteen  Days  Continuance,  during  which 
time  he  prohibited  the  holding  of  any  other 
Fair  •,  and  going  afterwards  to  keep  his 
Chriftmas  in  the  City,  he  procur’d  confidera- 
ble  Sums  from  them  by  way  of  New  Tear's 
Gifts ,  and  afterwards  obtain’d  of  them  a 
Prefent  of  two  thoufand  Pounds,  which  not 
anfwering  the  King’s  Neceffities  and  the  Ex-  1249. 
pences  of  the  War  in  Gafcony ,  where  Simon  The  War 
Montfort  Earl  of  Leicefter,  their  Governor, 
carried  it  on  with  great  Succels  at  this  time,  withguc- 
the  King  condefcended  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  ceis. 
Barons,  Bilhops  and  others,  whom  he  ima¬ 
gin’d  to  be  poffefs’d  of  Money  fmgly,  and 
Solicited  them .  in  the  molt  abjedt  manner  to 
furnifli  him  with  Money  :  He  told  them,  if 
we  may  Credit  fome  Hiftorians,  That  it 
•would  be  a  greater  Charity  to  affift  him  than  a 
Beggar  that  went  from  Door  to  Door.  In  thefc 
Diftrefles,  however,  it  is  agreed,  that  the 
King  did  not  negledt  to  fee  Juftice  duly  ad* 
miniftred,  he  fat  himfelf  upon  the ,  Bench  at 

I  2  the 
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the  Caftle  of  JVinchefier  in  order  to  reprefs 
thofe  Troops  of  Robbers  with  which  the 
County  of  Hampjhire  was  then  infefted  ;  which 
is  a  Circumftance  my  Friend  Rapin  entirely 
omits  leaft  his  Readers  fiiould  fufped;  this 
Prince  to  be  poffefs’d  of  any  one  good  Qua¬ 
lity.  He  was  certainly  too  Partial  to  Fo¬ 
reigners,  and  by  this  he  acquir’d  the  ill  Will 
of  his  Subjects ;  but  we  ought  not  therefore 
to  conceal  what  was  really  commendable  in 
him. 

The  King  about  this  time  took  upon  him 
the  Crofs,  but  as  he  never  enter’d  on  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  Holy  Land ,  his  Enemies  fug- 
geft  he  only  did  it  for  a  Pretence  to  raife 
Money  :  However,  on  his  Majefty’s  decla¬ 
ring  his  Intentions,  a  great  many  other  Peo¬ 
ple  engag’d  in  the  Crufado  in  earned:,  who 
finding  the  King  make  no  Preparations  for 
the  Voyage,  were  about  to  fet  forward  with¬ 
out  him  *,  whereupon  he  procur’d  a  Bull  from 
the  Pope  to  prohibit  their  going  till  he  was 
ready,  at  which  there  was  great  Murmuring 
in  England ,  and  ftill  more  in  France ,  King 
Lewis  mifcarrying  in  his  Expedition  to  Pa- 
lefiine  for  want  of  the  Affi  fiance 'of  the  Englifh. 
There  being  no  Money  to  be  procur’d  yet 
from  theBarons,  ’tisfaid,  theKinghadagainRe- 
courfe  to  that  odious  Method  of  raiding  it  by 
Fines  on  fuch  as  were  Trefpafiers  in  his  Fo- 
refts.  Matthew  Paris  relates  that  the  killing 
of  a  Deer  or  a  Hare  by  a  Man  of  Quality 
within  the  Bounds  of  the  King’s  Forefis  was 
an  Offence  not  to  be  atton’d  for  but  by  a 
Fine,  which  almoft  ruin’d  the  Trefpafier. 
The  King  alfo  extorted  great  Sums  from  the 
Jews ,  who  were  the  principal  Debafers  ofjl 
the  Coin  j  from  one  of  them  only,  ’tis  faicl, 

1  he 
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he  forc’d  thirty  thoufand  Marks  of  Silver,  1250. 
and  two  hundred  Marks  of  Gold  :  But  no  G'-'VNJ 
part  of  his  Adminiftration  difgufted  his  Sub¬ 
jects  more  than  his  preferring  Foreigners  to 
Polls  of  Honour  and  Profit.  He  compell’d  Unreafon- 
the  Chapter  of  JVincheJler ,  ’ tis  faid,  to  eleCt  able  Cla- 
his  halt  Brother  Athdma  for  their  Bifhop,  mouj? 
which  became  a  frelh  Subjedt  of  Complaint ;  f^g.*  S 
tho’  the  preferring  fo  near  a  Relation  as  a 
Brother  to  a  Bifhoprick,  Pofterity  cannot 
look  upon  as  any  great  Crime,  any  more  than 
the  King’s  retrenching  his  Expences  in  order 
to  leffen  his  Debts  i  and  yet  we  find  there 
were  Men  in  thofe  Days  that  clamour’d  even 
at  this,  which  mull  tempt  impartial  People  to 
think  that  the  Monks,  his  Adverfaries,  have 
mifreprefented  or  aggravated  a  great  many 
other  Circumftances  and  Occurrences  to  his 
Difadvantage,  which  had  in  Reality  no  great 
Malignity  in  them. 

The  Claufe  of  Non  Obftante  is  faid  to  be  lZ51‘ 
fir  It  introduc’d  into  the  King’s  Grants  at  this  Q^fe  of 
time  (tho’  it  had  been  long  us’d  in  the  Pope’s  Non  Ob- 
Bulls.)  The  Occafion  was  this  :  There  being  JiantefaR. 
a  Law  Suit  depending  between  the  Bifhop  of  lntr0^’J 
Carlijle  and  one  of  the  Barons,  and  the  Bi-  King’s 
fhop  being  oblig’d  to  be  abfent  beyond  Sea,  Grants, 
obtain’d  the  King’s  Order  that  all  Proceedings 
fhould  be  ftaid  till  his  Return.  However, 
while  the  Bifhop  was  abroad,  the  Baron  pro¬ 
cur’d  another  Order,  that  the  Suit  fhould  pro¬ 
ceed  Non  Obftante ,  or  notwithftanding  the 
former  Order,  which  Claufe  in  future  Reigns 
was  look’d  upon  as  illegal  and  very  pernicious 
to  the  Subject  ^  .  A  judge 

Bribery  and  Extortion  were  Crimes  very  guilty  of 
frequent  in  thofe  Days  we  are  told,  of  which 
Henry  de  Bath ,  one  of  the  King’s  Jufticiaries, 

was  vifted. 
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was  a  notorious  Inftance,  having  amafs’d  a 
confiderable  Fortune  by  Gifts  and  Prefents  he 
had  receiv’d  to  pervert  Juflice,  of  which 
Complaint  being  made  to  the  King,  he  us’d 
his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  have  him  con¬ 
demn’d  by  the  Barons  ;  but  his  Acquifitions 
were  fuch,  that  he  found  Means  to  gain  the 
Favour  of  his  Judges,  and  was  difcharg’d  on 
paying  the  King  a  Fine  of  two  thoufand 
Marks.  What  Money  he  difpers’d  among 
the  Barons  does  not  appear,  but  it  muft  be 
very  confiderable  to  Influence  fuch  a  Body  in 
his  Favour.  Thus  we  fee  how  difficult  it 
was  then,  as  well  as  in  our  Times,  to  get  an 
overgrown  Villain  convidled  and  puniffi’d  in 
Proportion  to  his  Crimes. 

Moll  part  of  North  Wales  was  brought  un¬ 
der  the  Dominion  of  the  Englijh  this  Year, 
and  forc’d  to  accept  an  Englijh  Governor  •, 
Alan  de  Zouch  was  the  firft  Englijh  Governor 
of  the  North-Eaft  part  of  this  Country, 
which  he  farm’d  of  the  Crown  for  eleven 
hundred  Marks  •per  Ann. 

About  the  fame  time  the  City  of  London 
fwore  to  the  Succeffion  of  Prince  Edward , 
and  had  their  Privileges  confirm’d  which  they 
enjoy’d  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  I.  whereupon 
they  made  the  King  a  Prefent  of  five  hundred 
Marks. 

The  two  Kings  of  England  and  Scotland 
had  an  Interview  at  York  foon  after,  where 
the  Marriage  between  the  young  King  A- 
lexander  and  the  Princefs  Margaret  was  fo- 
lemniz’d,  and  Alexander  did  Homage  to 
King  Henry  for  Lothian ,  and  other  Lands  he 
held  of  him,  but  the  King  of  England  de¬ 
manding  he  ffiould  do  Homage  for  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  Scotland the  King  of  Scots  is 
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laid  to  have  anfwer’d,  'That  he  came  thither  to  1252-. 
folemnize  his  Marriage ,  and  was  unprepar’d  to 
treat  of  Affairs  of  that  Nature.  Whereupon 
Henry  prefs’d  him  no  further,  but  the  Re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Time  was  fpent  in  magnifT 
cient  Shews  and  Entertainments,  there  being 
a  very  grand  Appearance  of  the  Nobility 
and  Knights  of  both  Nations.  The  Arch- 
bifhop  of  York  alone,  ’tis  faid,  was  at  the 
Expence  of  four  thoufand  Marks,  and  fur- 
nifh’d  fixty  Oxen  befides,  towards  the  Nup¬ 
tial  Dinner. 

The  Earl  of  Leicefter ,  Governor  of  the  The  Earl 
Dutchy  of  Guienne ,  having  reduc’d  feveral  of  Leicefter 
of  the  Nobility  of  that  Dutchy  to  their  Du- 
ty  who  were  about  to  revolt,  and  kept  a  pret-  arbitrary 
ty  fevere  Hand  over  them,  Complaints  were  Proceed- 
daily  brought  to  England  from  thence  againft  inSs>  “ 
his  Adminiftration :  Whereupon  the  Earl  Speers 
came  over  to  juftify  his  Conduct,  and  com-  wh0  ac-  * 
plain’d  that  the  King  fhould  hearken  to  the  quit  him, 
rebellious  Gafcons ,  againft  one  who  had  fpent  and  P?r' 
great  part  of  his  Fortune  in  his  Service.  In 
anfwer  to  which  the  King  let  him  know  that  the  King, 
he  gave  no  Credit  to  the  Information,  and  or¬ 
der’d  him  a  Sum  of  Money  out  of  the  Trea- 
fury.  However,  his  Majefty  afterwards,  at 
the  Inftance  of  that  People,  fent  over  Com- 
miflioners  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the 
Province.  In  the  mean  time  the  Archbilhop 
of  Bourdeaux  came  over  with  frelh  Complaints 
againft  the  Governor  ;  and  the  Commiflioners 
being  return’d  to  London ,  reported,  that  It 
was  true  the  Earl  had  dealt  feverely  with  fome 
of  the  Gafcon  Noblemen ,  but  it  was  no  more 
than  their  Difajfettion  and  Brattices  againft  the 
Government  would  juftify  him  in.  The  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Bourdeaux  however  aftiir’d  the 

King, 
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1252.  King,  that  If  Leicefter  was  fent  Governor  to 
L-^V~SJ  Guienne  again ,  and  the  King  did  not  infill 
fome  Punijhment  on  him,  he  mujl  expedl  a  ge¬ 
neral  Revolt  of  that  Province.  To  whom  the 
King  giving  more  Credit  than  he  did  to  the 
Commiffioners,  order’d  the  Earl  to  be  tryed 
by  his  Peers,  and  did  all  that  lay  in  his  Power 
to  get  him  Convi£ted.  But  Leicefier  had  fo 
good  an  Intereft  in  Prince  Richard  and  the 
leading  Barons,  that  he  defended  himfelf 
with  great  Afiurance,  reprefen  ting  the  Ser¬ 
vices  he  had  done  in  his  Government,  and  up¬ 
braiding  the  King,  that  he  had  never  given 
him  the  Rewards  he  promis’d  him  on  that 
Account  •,  to  which  the  King  anlwer’d.  He 
did  not  think  himfelf  hound  to  keep  his  Promifes 
with  a  T raytor  -,  whereupon  the  Earl  gave 
him  the  Lye,  and  faid.  If  he  was  not  a  King 
he  would  make  him  eat  his  Words,  with  many 
other  paflionate  and  infolent  Expreflions,  de¬ 
manding  particularly.  Whether  the  KingK 
was  a  Chnftian,  or  knew  what  Confeflion  or 
Repentance  meant  ?  To  which  the  King  re¬ 
plied,  He  never  repented  fo  much  of  any  thing  as 
his  having  keen  fo  bountiful  to  one  who  had  neither 
Gratitude  or  Manners  i  and  would  have  had 
the  Earl  committed  to  Prifon,  but  it  wasim- 
poflible,  Leicefler  had  fuch  a  Party  among 
the  Barons  that  they  would  not  confent  to  it ; 
befides  they  were  glad  to  fee  the  King  thus 
mortified.  They  afterwards  prevail’d  on  him 
to  drop  the  Profecution,  and  upon  fome 
flight  Submiffion  to  be  reconcil’d  to  the  Earl,  j 
which  he  was  in  Appearance  for  the  prefent,  j 
but  could  never  forget  that  grofs  Affront  that 
had  been  put  upon  him,  by  a  Creature  he 
had  rais’d  from  Nothing  to  the  higheft  Pofts 
in  the  Government,  and  married  into  the 
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Royal  Family.  The  King,  however,  fuf-  1 253 . 
fer’d  the  Earl  to  return  to  his  Government  C/’,Y'>0 
of  Guicnne  for  a  little  time,  but  he  was  no 
fooner  gone  than  he  gave  the  Command  of 
that  Province  to  his  Son  Prince  Edward. 

The  Pope  and  the  Emperor  Conrade  being  The  Pope 
engag’d  in  a  War  at  this  time  about  the  Do-  offers 
minion  of  the  two  Sicily s,  and  his  Holinefs  Pnnce^- 
finding  his  T roops  every  where  beaten,  made  cZwn  of 
an  Offer  of  the  Crown  of  Sicily  to  Prince  Ri-  Sicily, 
chard ,  on  Condition  he  would  furnifh  him 
with  Supplies  of  Men  and  Money  to  drive 
the  Emperor  out  of  that  Kingdom  ;  but  the 
Prince  infilling  that  the  Pope  Ihould  deliver 
to  him  fome  cautionary  Towns  and  Hofta- 
ges,  as  Pledges  for  the  Security  of  the  Money 
he  fhould  advance,  that  Negotiation  was 
broken  off. 

The  King  had  long  put  off  his  Expedition  TheGreat 
to  the  Holy  Land ,  on  Pretence  that  the  Barons  Charter, 
would  not  grant  him  Supplies  fuitable  to  fuch  ¥c\  ,con' 
an  Undertaking  •,  but  at  length,  on  promt-  foiemn 
fing  to  comfirm  the  two  Charters  in  the  moll  Manner, 
foiemn  manner,  and  to  redrefs  all  their  Grie¬ 
vances,  the  Clergy  did  agree  to  grant  him 
the  Tenths  of  their  Revenues  for  three  Years, 
and  the  Barons  three  Marks  on  every  Knight’s 
Fee.  The  King  thereupon  having  affembled 
the  Spiritual  and  Temporal  Barons  in  Wefi- 
minfter-Hall ,  the  Eccleliafticks  ( and  fome 
fay  the  Lay-Peers )  every  one  of  them  held 
a  lighted  Torch  in  his  Hand,  while  the  King 
laid  his  Hand  upon  his  Heart,  and  the  Arch- 
bilhop  declar’d  all  thofe  accurs’d  who  Ihould 
oppofe  the  Execution  of  the  Charters,  or  vio¬ 
late  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom  ;  after  which 
the  Charter  being  read  over,  the  King  faid. 

So  may  God  help  me  as  I  inviolly  ohferve  all 
Vo  l.  XVII.  K  tbefe 
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1253.  thefe  Things ;  which  I  promife,  as  I  am  a  Man , 
d  Chrifiian ,  a  Knight ,  <2  i5»g-  Crown'd 

and  Anointed.  Then  they  all  threw  down 
their  Torches,  and  as  they  lay  fmoaking  on 
the  Ground,  wilh’d,  That  the  Violators  of  thefe 
Charters  might  thus  fnoak  in  Hell. 

An  Infur-  An  Infurredtion  of  the  Gafcons  foon  after 
rettion  drew  the  King  over  to  that  Dutchy,  and  en- 
fupprefs  d  tjreiy  diverted  him  from  his  Defign  of  going 
in  aju»iy.  ^  ^  £and.  He  was  very  faCcefsful  in 

this  Expedition,  reducing  all  Places  that  had 
revolted  from  him,  tho’  the  Gafcons  werefup- 
ported  in  their  Rebellion  by  Alphonfo  King 
of  Cajlile ,  who  laid  claim  to  that  Province : 
And  the  King  apprehending  that  on  his  Re¬ 
turn  to  England  this  War  might  be  reviv’d 
again,  enter’d  into  a  Treaty  with  Alphonfo , 
at  which  it  was  agreed,  that  Prince  Edward 
the  King’s  Son  fhould  marry  the  Princefs 
Eleanor  Daughter  of  Alphonfo ,  and  that  the 
latter  Ihould  refign  all  his  Pretenfions  to 
Gafcony  to  Prince  Edward.  The  King  having 
expended  the  Money  granted  for  the  Holy 
War  in  this  Expedition,  order’d  the  Queen 
to  demand  a  frefh  Supply  of  the  Barons, 
who  refus’d  to  grant  any,  when  they  under- 
Eood  a  Peace  was  concluded  with  Spain  \  the 
Jews,  as  ufual,  were  oblig’d  to  fupply  the 


King’s  Neceffities. 

-254.  The  following  Year  the  Queen  and  the 
Pnnce -Ea?-  princes  Edward  and  Edmund  went  over  to 
'v.ft  f  mar-  gour£ieaux  from  whence  Prince  Edward  was 
■  .  ,ter  fenc  with  a  magnificent  nquipage  to  Burgos , 

-  °e  and  having  folemniz’d  his  Marriage  with  the 
.‘vingof  infanta  Eleanor  a  there,  return’d  to  Bour- 
Ctzjhle.  deauXy  where  nothing  but  Feftivals  and  Re- 
joycings  were  feen  for  fome  time,  and  the 
King  renew’d  the  Grant  of  the  Dutchy  of 

Gidenne 
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Guienne  or  Aquitain  to  Prince  Edward,  ad-  1254. 
ding  in  the  Letters  Patents,  the  Government 
of  Ireland  and  Wales,  and  of  the  Towns  of 
Briftol ,  Stamford ,  and  Grantham. 

The  Englijh  Court  being  about  to  return  The  Eng- 
to  England,  chofe  rather  to  go  by  Land  l'fi  Co^t 
through  France  than  by  long  Sea,  and  there-  cnte‘tain’d 
upon  Application  was  made  to  Lewis  the****™' 
Saint  for  Leave  to  pafs  through  his  Country, 
which  he  not  only  granted  but  went  with  his 
Queen  as  far  as  Chartres  to  meet  the  King 
and  Queen  of  England ,  and  with  great  Civi^ 
lity  conduced  them  with  the  Royal  Family 
to  Paris ,  where  they  were  magnificiently  en¬ 
tertain’d  for  ten  Days ;  from  thence  the 
French  King  accompanied  them  one  Day’s 
Journey  towards  Calais,  and  at  taking  his 
leave  of  the  King  of  England,  faid  with  a 
Sigh,  He  wifi  d  that  the  Peers  of  France 
“would  confent  to  his  rejloring  the  Englilli  Terri¬ 
tories,  that  the  two  Nations  might  ever  live  in 
Peace.  For  this  pious  Prince’s  Confcience 
could  never  digeft  the  difpoffeffing  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  of  thofe  Provinces  by  Violence,  and  de¬ 
taining  them  after  his  Father  had  engag’d  to 
deliver  them  up  with  an  Oath.  But  to  pro¬ 
ceed. 

King  Henry  with  his  Court  arriving  ac 
London,  were  fplendidly  treated  by  that  City, 
and  a  Prefent  made  the  Prince  on  the  Occa¬ 
sion  of  his  Marriage.  But  it  is  faid  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  were  .  offended  at  fome  Falhions  and 
Cuftoms  introduc’d  by  the  Spaniards,  parti¬ 
cularly,  their  furnifhing  their  Appartments 
with  rich  Hangings,  and  laying  Carpets  on 
:he  Floors,  as  the  Quality  in  Spain  were  us’d 
o  do.  And  it  is  ftrange  our  Hiftorians  who 
>bferve  this,  did  not  at  the  fame  time  take 
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Notice  that  the  Smni/b  Ladies  never  fat  in 
Chairs,  which  was  the  Reafon  of  covering 
their  Floors  with  Carpets,  on  which  they  fat 
crofs-legg’d  like  the  Moors ,  who  are  fuppos’d 
to  have  introduc’d  this  Cuftom  in  Spain. 

The  Rejoycings  for  this  Wedding  were 
fcarce  over  when  the  Pope  fent  a  Nuntio  to 
K.  Henry,.  offering  him  the  Crown  of  Sicily  for 
hisfecondSon  Edmund ,  with  which  he  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  pleas’d,  and  order’d  that  Prince  to 
take  upon  him  the  Title  of  King  of  Sicily. 
The  Pope  was  at  this  time  almoft  beaten  out 
of  that  Kingdom,  and  made  this  Choice  on¬ 
ly  to  put  the  King  of  England  to  the  Charges 
of  reftoring  his  Affairs  in  Sicily.  The  King 
however  efteem’d  the  Gift  fo  highly,  that  he 
fent  the  Pope  all  the  Money  he  could  poffibly 
raife,  to  carry  on  the  Sicilian  War,  and  ob¬ 
lig’d  himfelf  to  repay  all  fuch  Sums  as  the 
Pope  fhould  take  up  for  the  Recovery  of  that 
Kingdom  ;  and  becaufe  the  King’s  Credit  was 
very  low  with  his  Subjedts,  and  little  was  to 
be  expedted  from  the  Contribution  of  the 
Barons,  his  Holinefs  propos’d  to  affift  Henry 
with  his  Ecclefiaftical  Power,  to  drain  his 
Subjedts  Purfes  •,  He  empower’d  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bifhop  of  Chefter 
to  borrow  Money  of  private  People,  in  the 
Name  and  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  and  pay  it  into  the  King’s  Hands  *, 
He  granted  the  King  alfo  two  Tenths  of  the 
Clergy,  on  Pretence  of  enabling  him  to  un¬ 
dertake  a  Voyage  to  the  Holy  Land:  By  ano- 
therBull  he  gave  theKing  a  twentieth  part  of  the 
Revenuesof  the  Church  of  Scotland.  All  which 
Sums  were  to  be  applied  to  the  maintaining 
the  Sicilian  War,  and  the  Pope  order’d  one 
hundred  thoufand  Livres  to  be  paid  to  Prince 

Edmund 


HENRY  III. 

Edmund  when  he  fhould  go  over  to  Sicily  •, 
and  leaft  the  King  fhould  fquander  away  the 
Money  thus  rais’d,  or  divert  it  to  other  Pur- 
pofes,  he  admonifh’d  him  to  retrench  his 
Expences,  and  even  his  Charities,  that  he 
might  he  provided  with  a  Supply  for  the  Re¬ 
covery  of  Sicily.  Pope  Innocent  dying  foon 
after,  was  fucceeded  by  Alexander ,  who  pur- 
fued  the  fame  Defign  of  recovering  Sicily ,  by 
the  Afliftance  of  the  King  of  England  ;  but 
his  Army  was  totally  routed,  and  Manfred 
his  Rival  Crown’d  King  of  both  the  Sicily's , 
in  the  beginning  of  this  Pontificate  ;  and  all 
the  Fruits  King  Henry  reap’d  from  his  At¬ 
tempts  to  fet  that  Crown  upon  his  Son  Ed¬ 
mund's  Head,  were  a  Load  of  Debts  and  Ob¬ 
ligations  to  the  See  of  Rome ,  which  it  was 
impoflible  he  fhould  ever  fatisfy  out  of  his 
own  Revenues.  Pope  Alexander  therefore  fent 
over  his  Nuntio  Ruftand ,  to  aflift  him  in  ex¬ 
torting  Money  from  his  Subjects  for  the  Dif- 
charge  of  them  :  He  empower’d  the  King  to 
coiled!  the  Tenths  of  all  the  Clergy  in  Eng¬ 
land ,  Scotland ,  and  Ireland ,  to  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  King  and  the  Pope  ;  and  fent  ano¬ 
ther  Bull,  whereby  he  permitted  the  King  to 
enter  upon  the  Conqueft  of  Sicily  inftead  of 
going  to  the  Holy  Land ,  and  a  Crufado  was 
preach’d  up  againft  Manfred ,  who  had  pof- 
fefs’d  himfelf  of  the  Throne  of  Sicily ,  as  an 
Enemy  to  Chrifiendom ,  and  Remifiion  of  Sins 
promis’d  to  all  who  fhould  aflift  in  the  War 
againft  him  ;  he  order’d  alfo,  all  thofe  who 
had  collected  any  Sums  for  profecuting  the 
Holy  War ,  to  pay  it  towards  the  Charges  of 
the  Sicilian  Expedition  ;  Heabfolv’d  the  Nor¬ 
wegians ,  Englifh ,  and  Scots ,  from  their  Vows 
of  going  to  the  Holy  Land,  on  condition  of 
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1256.  railing  a  Sum  of  Money  towards  the  Charges 
of  the  War  in  Sicily  ;  and  laftly,  in  order  to 
enable  the  King  to  fatisfy  the  Debt  contracted 
by  this  War,  he  infilled  that  the  Bifhops  and 
wealthy  Clergy  fhould  become  engag’d  with 
his  Majefty  for  it,  and  give  promifory  Notes 
to  the  Italian  Bankers,  as  for  certain  Sums  of 
Money  receiv’d  of  them,  and  which  the  Bi- 
fhops  and  Ecclelialticks  were  refpeCtively  to 
be  anfwerable  for.  This  the  Bifhops  and 
Clergy  abfolutely  refus’d  in  a  Body,  decla¬ 
ring  they  would  run  all  Hazards  rather  than 
comply  with  fo  unreafonable  a  Demand,  but 
they  found  themfelves  at  laft  oblig’d  to  com¬ 
pound  the  Matter  with  the  Pope,  and  to  pay 
every  Man  his  Share  of  a  certain  Sum  de¬ 
manded  by  him,  in  Proportion  to  his  Re¬ 
venue.  There  is  a  Bull  cited  by  Matthew 
Paris ,  which  afcertains  what  every  Abbot 
and  Prior  fhould  be  oblig’d  to  pay,  as  the 
Prior  and  Monaftery  of  Durham  five  hundred 
Marks  •,  Bath  four  hundred  Marks  •,  of  Phor- 
ney  four  hundred  Marks,  &c. 

The  Ba-  The  King  demanding  Money  of  the  Ba¬ 
rons  refute  rons  again  to  fupply  his  Necefiities,  they  re- 
the^King  ^us’^  t0  grant  him  any,  unlefs  he  would  in  a 
a  Supply  manner  refign  his  Authority  into  their  Hands, 
unlefs  he  whereupon  he  took  a  flriCt  Account  of  the 
«  Sheriffs,  Efcheaters,  and  other  Receivers  of 
thority  to  his  Revenues,  in  expectation  of  raifingaSum 
them.  that  way  ;  he  oblig’d  every  Man  who  had  an 
Eftate  of  fifteen  Pounds  aYear  to  be  Knighted, 
and  amerc’d  the  Sheriffs  who  negleCted  to 
diftrain  them  for  that  Purpofe,  and  feveral 
other  extraordinary  Wajp  were  taken  to  raife 
Money  •,  but  all  of  them  very  fhort  of  fup- 
plying  the  King’s  Wants,  which  were  en~ 
creas’d  this  Year,  by  the  arrival  of  the  young 
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King  and  Queen  of  Scotland ;  They  came  to  1256. 
implore  the  King’s  Protection  againft  fome  -''V'V 
turbulent  Scotijh  Barons,  who  would  have 
taken  Advantage  of  that  King’s  Minority  to  of  Scotland 
encroach  on  his  Prerogatives  ;  whereupon  come  to 
King  Henry  took  a  Journey  into  Scotland ,  Rn&land- 
and  fettled  Matters  there  to  the  Satisfaction 
of  his  Son-in-Law. 

The  Weljh  War  alfo  which  was  renew’d  at  The  Welft 
this  time,  oblig’d  the  King  to  be  at  a  great  Way re* 
Expence,  and  all  the  Forces  the  King  could  ^  ^ 
faife,  prov’d  inefficient  to  humble  Prince 
Lewellin ,  who  again  fet  up  for  an  Indepen¬ 
dency  on  England. 

The  Pope  indeed  furnifh’d  the  King  with  MoreBulIs 
various  means  of  railing  Money,  but  it  was  for  railing 
with  a  View  of  receiving  it  himfelf  by  his  ¥°^,ey  on 
Hands ;  He  gave  him  the  Revenues  of  all the  ersy‘ 
Ecclefiafticks  who  did  not  refide  on  their  Li¬ 
vings  •,  He.  granted  him  the  Tenths  of  all 
Livings  according  to  their  improv'd  Value, 
and  the  EffeCts  of  all  Clerks  that  died  In- 
teftate,  with  many  other  Perquisites. 

The  following  Year  Prince  Richard  being  I2S7, 
chofen  King  of  the  Romans ,  went  over  to  Prince 
Germany ,  and  was  Crown’d  King  at  Aix  la  Ri:hard 
Chapelle  ;  but  as  there  were  many  Competi-  xj^of 
tors  for  that  Dignity,  the  Supporting  his  theRomans 
Intereft  coft  him  great  part  of  the  vaft  Trea- 
fure  he  had  hoarded  up.  If  we  may  credit  our 
Hiftorians,  he  carried  700,000  /.  out  of  the 
Kingdom  ;  and  ’tis  obferv’d,  that  his  draw- 
ng  it  out  of  England  at  a  time  when  the  Na- 
:ion  had  been  fufficiently  pillag’d  before  by 
he  various  means  above  fpecified,  added 
rery  much  to  the  Diflrefs  the  Nation  was  in, 
nd  confequently  to  the  Peoples  Difcon tents. 

The  King  howi|yer  demanded  a  frefh  Supply 

from 
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from  the  Clergy,  for  the  Charge  of  the  Sici¬ 
lian  War,  and  to  induce  them  to  grant  it, 
brought  his  Son  into  the  Affembly  drefs’d  in 
the  Robes  of  a  Sicilian  Monarch  •,  and  as  he 
was  back’d  by  the  Pope’s  Nuntio,  who 
threatned  them  very  leverely  if  they  refus’d 
the  King’s  Demand*,  the  Clergy  confented 
at  length  to  give  him  forty -two  thoufand 
Pounds,  and  this  as  well  as  the  former  Sums 
that  had  been  rais’d  were  affign’d  to  the  Pope, 
who  ftill  pretended  there  were  fo  much  in 
Arrear  that  he  threatned  the  King  with  an 
Excommunication  if  he  did  not  find  means 
to  difcharge  it.  Whereupon  the  King  fen t  a 
Deputation  to  Rome ,  and  in  the  Name  of  his 
Son  Edmund  renounc’d  all  Claim  to  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Sicily  i  which  could  not  however  in¬ 
duce  the  Pope  to  drop  his  Demand  of  the 
Arrears  the  King  had  promis’d  to  pay,  on  a 
Profpedt  of  his  Son’s  being  put  into  PofTefli- 
on  of  that  Kingdom.  It  is  computed  that 
at  feveral  times  there  had  been  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  Marks  fent  to  Rome  on 
pretence  of  maintaining  the  Sicilian  War, 
molt  of  it  levied  on  the  Clergy,  and  ftill  the 
Pope  was  as  importunate  as  if  nothing  had 
been  rais’d  on  this  Account. 

There  being  a  great  Scarcity  of  Corn  this 
Year  in  England ,  Richard  King  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  fent  over  fifty  Ships  laden  with  Corn, 
which  King  Henry  took  Care  to  fee  diftribu- 
ted  among  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  London. 
An  Occurrence  which  I  don’t  remember  my 
Friend  Rapn  mentions,  left  it  fhould  incline 
People,  I  prefume,  to  have  better  thoughts 
of  this  Prince  than  he  would  have  them. 

The  King’s  Neceflities  obliging  him  to  de¬ 
mand  another  Supply  of  the  Barons,  inftead 
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bf  granting  it,,  they  only  reproach’d  him  with  1258. 
fquandring  away  the  feveral  Aids  that  had 
been  given  him  during  his  Reign,  and  com¬ 
plain’d  again  of  his  preferring  his  Brothers 
and  other  Foreigners  to  the  principal  Polls 
in  the  Government.  And  the  King  under¬ 
standing  they  were  about  to  enter  into  a  Con¬ 
federacy  to  compel  him  to  alter  his  Miniftry 
by  Force,  thought  fit  to  diflolve  the  Aflfem- 
biy,  and  appoint  the  Barons  to  attend  him 
again  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  Barnabas  at  Oxford 
when  he  promis’d  to  refer  all  their  Grievan¬ 
ces  to  twenty-four  Barons.  But  Time  was  fo 
far  from  abating  the  ill-Temper  they  were  in, 
that  they  made  ufe  of  that  Interval  to  arm 
their  Valfals  and  Dependants,  and  came  to 
Oxford  at  the  time  appointed,  in  a  hoftile  TheBa- 
manner,  determin’d  by  Force  to  wreft  the  ronswreft 
Adminiftration  out  of  the  King’s  Hands.  the  Go' 
There  they  compell’d  him  to  agree  that  out  oftfie 
twenty -four  Barons  Ihould  be  chofen  out  of  King’s 
their  Body  to  regulate  the  Government,  who  Hands, 
were  no  fooner  Elected  but  they  came  to  the 
following  Refolutions,  ( viz.  )  That  the  Their  Or* 
Great  Charter  Ihould  be  kept.  That  the  dinancesat 
Julticiaries  or  Judges,  the  Chancellor,  Trea-  0xflir^° 
furer,  and  other  Great  Officers  of  State  Ihould 
be  appointed  by  themfelves,  and  that  the 
King  Ihould  be  depriv’d  of  this  grand  Pre¬ 
rogative.  That  the  Cuftody  of  the  King’s 
Caftles,  and  all  the  Fortrefies  in  the  King¬ 
dom  Ihould  be  entrufted.  iikewife  to  the  four 
and  twenty,  who  might  appoint  what  Go¬ 
vernors  they  pleas’d  in  them.  And  that  the 
Barons  Ihould  meet  three  times  a  Year,  and 
make  or  repeal  what  Laws  they  pleas’d.  It 
Vvas  agreed  alfo,  that  twelve  Barons  Ihould  be 
appointed  to  take  care  of  the  Intereft  of  the 
Vol.  XVII.  L  Com- 
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1258.  Commons  in  thefe  Aflemblies,  but  thefe  twelve 
were  to  be  appointed  by  the  Barons  them¬ 
es  °nt  felves  by  Name,  and  not  eledted  by  the  fe- 
reprefent-  veral  Counties  and  Towns  that  now  fend 
ed  in  the  Members  to  Parliament ;  fo  that  thefe  Af- 
Courrii  by  femtdes  were  very  different  from  what  we  de- 
i2ULords.y  nominate  Parliaments  at  this  Day,  and  this 
is  the  firft  time  for  ought  appears,  that  the 
Commonalty  had  any  Perfons  affign’d  to  take 
care  of  their  Interefts  in  the  Grand  Councils 
of  the  Nation,  and  was  probably  allow’d  to 
induce  them  to  acquiefce  in  the  Alterations  of 
Government  the  Barons  had  lately  made, 
when  they  depriv’d  the  King  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Power  and  lodg’d  it  in  their  own  Body; 
for  it  was  very  natural  for  the  Commons  to 
expoftulate  with  the  Barons  on  this  Occafion, 
and  obferve,  that  whatever  Duty  or  Allegi¬ 
ance  they  ow’d  the  King,  could  not  be  trans¬ 
feree  to  the  Lords,  without  their  own  and 
the  King’s  Confent.  This  Privilege  there¬ 
fore  was  thrown  in  to  fweeten  the  Com¬ 
monalty,  and  prevent  their  taking  Arms  in 
behalf  of  their  injur’d  Sovereign  ;  tho*  in¬ 
deed  there  was  more  of  Shew  than  real  Ad¬ 
vantage  in  it,  for  as  the  Lords  themfelves 
were  their  Reprefentatives,  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  they  fhould  have  any  great  regard 
for  the  Commons,  whenever  the  Interefts  of 
the  Lords  fhould  happen  to  clafh  with  theirs  ; 
and  therefore  to  confirm  the  People  in  their 
Party,  we  find  the  difaffedted  Barons  allow’d 
them  afterwards  the  Liberty  of  Electing  their 
own  Deputies  or  Reprefentatives,  and  gave 
them  fome  Share  of  the  Power  they  had 
ufurp’d,  and  thus  the  Mifunderftandings  be¬ 
tween  the  King  and  the  Barons  firft  introduc’d 
the  third  Eftate*  Had  the  Commons  been 
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accuftom’d  to  have  their  own  Reprefentatives 
before  this  Time,  they  would  never  have 
committed  the  Care  of  their  Concerns  in  the 
Grand  Council  to  a  dozen  Lords  of  the  Ba¬ 
rons  appointing. 

But  to  proceed.  The  Barons  oblig’d  both 
the  King  and  Prince  Edward  his  Son  to  iwear 
they  approv’d,  or  at  lead:  acquiefc’d  in  this 
new  Model  of  Government,  which  they  were 
fenfible  at  the  fame  time  it  was  impoffibie 
they  fhould.  This  feems  to  be  one  of  the 
greateft  Pieces  of  Tyranny  they  could  exer- 
cife  on  the  Royal  Family.  Was  it  not  enough 
to  deprive  them  of  all  Civil  and  Military 
Power,  but  they  muft  make  them  fwear  they 
were  pleas’d  and  content  with  the  Alteration  ? 
And  the  Earl  of  Leicefter ,  when  Henry ,  the 
Son  of  the  King  of  the  Romans ,  prGtefted 
againft  thefe  Ordinances,  and  declar’d  they 
were  of  no  Force,  had  the  Aflurance  to  tell 
him,  that  If  his  Father  refus'd  to  concur  with 
the  Barons  in  thefe  Regulations ,  he  fhould  never 
enjoy  a  Foot  of  Land  in  England.  Nor  did  the 
Barons  only  threaten  their  Oppofers,  but  im¬ 
mediately  proceeded  to  difpoftefs  the  King’s 
Brothers,  and  the  reft  of  the  Great  Officers 
of  State,  of  their  Caftles  and  Lands,  as  well 
as  of  their  Places,  and  drove  them  out  of 
the  Kingdom.  And  when  William  de  Valence 
declar’d.  He  would  not  deliver  up  the  Caftles 
the  King  had  entrufted  him  with.  Leicefter  re¬ 
plied,  They  would  either  have  his  Caftles  or  his 
Head.  And  yet  this  Lekefter ,  the  General 
of  the  Barons,  who  was  fo  zealous  in  bam  fil¬ 
ing  Foreigners  from  the  King’s  Councils,  was 
himfelf  a  Foreigner,  and  had  once  as  great  a 
Share  in  the  Adminiftration  as  any  Minifter 
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in  the  Court  of  England.  The  great  Grie¬ 
vance  therefore,  as  to  him*  was,  that  other. 
Foreigners  were  not  turn’d  out  to  make 
Room  for  him  and  his  Friends-,  if  this  had 
been  done,  we  had  probably  heard  nothing 
of  the  Breaches  and  Infringements  of  the 
Great  Charter. 

But  to  return.  The  Barons  before  they 
broke  up,  took  an  Qath  to  ftand  by  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  maintain  the  New  Model  of  Go¬ 
vernment  they  had  ftruck  out,  and  the  four 
and  twenty  fill’d  up  all  Places  of  Trull  and 
Profit  with  their  own  Relations  and  Crea¬ 
tures,  and  affembled  the  States  when  they 
pleas’d,  without  confulting  the  King  in  the 
Matter,  or  fuffering  him  to  exercife  any  one 
Regal  A6t.  The  City  of  London  gladly 
join’d  with  them,  and  fupported  them  in 
their  moll  arbitrary  Proceedings ;  and  that 
they  might  meet  with  no  Difturbance  from 
Abroad,  they  fent  a  Deputation  to  the  King 
of  France ,  offering  to  relinquilh  all  Preten- 
fions  to  Normandy ,  and  to  oblige  the  King 
to  concur  with  them  in  it,  if  he  would  be  a 
Friend  to  their  New  Eftablifhment,  or  at 
lealt  would  ftand  Neuter.  They  fent  ano¬ 
ther  Deputation  to  the  Pope  alfo  to  excufe. 
their  Condudl  but  his  Holinefs  let  the  King, 
know  privately.  He  Jhould  not  want  his  Hffijt- 
ance  to  deliver  him  from  the  Ufurpation  and  Ty¬ 
ranny  of  the  Barons. 

While  Things  were  in  this  State,  ’tis  faid, 
the  King  happening  to  be  upon  the  Thames  in  a 
Storm  of  Thunder  and  Lightning,  came  on 
Shore  at  Durham-ILoufe ,  where  Leicefter  then 
refided,  who  coming  to  the  Water-fide  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  Majefty,  faid.  He  need  not  he  afraid „ 
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the  Storm  was  over.  To  v/hich  the  King  an-  i259- 
fwer’d,  By  God’s  Head ,  I  fear  the  ‘Thunder  lefs 
than  I  do  thee ,  or  to  that  Effedt  ;  and  from 
this  time,  his  faid,  Leicefter  was  fo  apprehen- 
five  that  the  King  would  remember  his  ill  U- 
fage  if  ever  he  was  re-inftated  in  his  former 
Authority,  that  he  endeavour’d  to  fruftrate 
all  Propofals  for  an  Accommodation  between  i26q. 
the  King  and  his  Subjects. 

Richard ,  King  of  the  Romans ,  receiving 
Intelligence  of  the  Ufurpation  of  the  Barons 
while  he  was  in  Germany ,  was  about  to  raife 
Forces  on  the  other  fide  the  Water  to  reftore 
the  King’s  Affairs.  But  the  Barons  having 
fome  Notice  of  it,  fitted  out  a  Fleet  to  in¬ 
tercept  him,  and  let  him  know  that  if  he 
would  not  take  an  Oath  to  maintain  their 
new  Model  of  Government  he  fhould  never 
come  into  England.  Whereupon  he  laid  afide 
his  Defign  of  raifing  Troops,  and  came  with 
a  fmall  Train  to  Dover ,  where  the  King  met 
him,  but  they  were  neither  of  them  fuffer’d 
to  come  into  the  Caftle  j  and  the  next  Day 
Richard  was  oblig’d  to  take  an  Oath  to  main¬ 
tain  the  new  Form  of  Government  at  Canter-  The  King 
bury.  In  the  next  Place  they  oblig’d  the  n 

King  to  go  over  to  France  to  execute  the  their  jn_ 
Projeft  they  had  concerted  with  the  French ,  tereftin 
of  King  Henry's  relinquifhing  all  Pretenfions 
to  Normandy  and  Anjou  *,  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly  before  the  States  of  that  Kingdom  :  France. 
in  Confideration  whereof  Lewis  furrender’d 
fpme  Places  he  had  taken  in  the  Dutchy  of 
< juienne .  The  King  finding  much  more  Satif- 
faftion  in  the  French  Court  than  in  England 
amongft  his  turbulent  Barons,  fpent  fome  time 
i,n  Paris :  In  the  mean  while  Richard  King  of 
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1 260.  the  Romans  went  to  Germany  again,  having 
V'W'  fome  Hopes  of  being  declar’d  Emperor  ;  but 
finding  the  Germans  much  divided,  and  not 
like  to  come  to  any  Refolution  in  the  Matter, 
he  return’d  to  England ,  whither  he  found 
King  Henry  was  return’d.  The  King  and 
Queen  of  Scotland  were  at  the  Englijh  Court 
alfo  at  this  time,  and  the  Duke  of  Bretagne 
came  hither  to  negotiate  the  Affair  of  his 
Marriage  with  the  Princefs  Beatrice  the  King’s 
Daughter  •,  and  indeed  the  King  had  little 
elfe  to  do  but  to  fee  his  Friends  and  tranfadt 
his  private  Affairs,  for  the  Barons  had  eas’d 
?26,,  him  perfedtly  of  the  Burthen  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  However,  the  King  was  not  out  of 
Hopes  of  feeing  himfelf  reftor’d  to  his  for¬ 
mer  Grandeur ;  and  that  he  might  not  be 
wanting  to  himfelf,  he  fent  to  the  Pope  to 
abfolve  him  from  the  Oath  he  had  taken  to 
fubmit  to  the  Barons,  which  was  eafily  ob¬ 
tain’d  :  Then  he  fent  to  the  French  King  and 
Prince  Edward ,  who  was  at  Paris ,  to  raife 
what  Forces  they  could  on  that  fide  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  of  Opinion  that  he  fhould  be  well  fup- 
ported  both  by  his  Domeftick  and  Foreign 
Friends,  and  having  great  Hopes  from  fome 
Mifunderftandings  he  obferv’d  between  the 
The  King  Earls  of  Leicefter  and  Gloucefier ,  the  Chief  of 
declares  the  difaffedted  Barons,  he  boldly  came  into 
the  Confti-  one  Gf  ^jj.  Aflemblies,  and  declar’d  that 
fince  they  had  not  perform’d  their  part  of 
void,  and  the  Agreement  made  at  Oxford ,  namely,  in 
refumes  his  paying  his  Debts  and  encreafing  his  Revenues, 
Authority.  did  not  ^fink  himfelf  under  any  Obliga¬ 
tion  to  perform  his  part,  he  would  no  longer 
be  their  Slave  or  be  diredted  by  their  Council 
of  Twenty-four  5  after  which  he  retir’d  to  the 
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Tower,  feiz’d  the  Money  there,  and  by  Pro-  1261. 
clamation  declar’d  the  Commiffions  of  all 
the  Magiftrates  and  Officers  void  who  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Twenty-four,  placing 
others  in  their  room.  But  the  Earls  of 
Gloucejler  and  Leicefier  being  reconcil’d,  the 
King  could  not  totally  extricate  himfelf  at 
this  time  :  However,  he  procur’d  better 
Terms  on  a  new  Treaty  with  the  Ba¬ 
rons,  lome  of  the  moft  mortifying  Articles  of 
the  Oxford  Provifions  being  expung’d,  and 
the  Authority  of  the  Twenty-four  Barons 
fuperfeded  ;  at  which  Leicefier  was  fo 
offended  or  alarm’d,  that  he  retir’d  into 
France.  Soon  after  the  King  embark’d  for 
the  Dutchy  of  Guienne  with  the  Queen  and 
Court,  and  was  detain’d  there  a  confiderable 
time  by  a  Fit  of  Sicknefs.  Hither  Gilbert  the 
Son  of  Richard  Earl  of  Gloucejler ,  who  was 
lately  dead,  came  to  him,  and  with  fome 
Difficulty  was  admitted  to  his  Father’s  E- 
ftate,  the  Earl  having  been  one  of  the  King’s 
greateft  Enemies.  The  King’s  long  Abfence 
gave  the  Barons  an  Opportunity  of  taking 
Meafuresvery  much  to  his  Prejudice,  they 
engag’d  Lewellin ,  Prince  of  fVales ,  in  their 
Intereft,  and  Leicefier  came  from  France  again 
to  put  himfelf  at  their  Head,  which  made  A 
the  King  haften  his  Return  from  Guienne.  On  Rupture 
his  Arrival  the  Barons  prefented  him  with  a  between 
kind  of  Memorial,  requiring  him  to  confirm  the  King 
the  Provifions  of  Oxford ,  or  they  gave  him  to 
underhand  they  would  force  him  to  it.  The 
King,  inftead  of  being  frightned  at  their 
Menaces,  told  them  they  were  Rebels,  and 
requir’d  them  to  return  to  their  Duty  to  their 
Sovereign :  from  which  time  both  fides  feem’d 
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1262.  determin’d  to  end  their  Differences  by  the 
Sword  j  and  if  the  War  did  not  break  out 
immediately,  it  was  becaufe  they  had  not  yet 
form’d  their  Alliances,  and  fully  concerted 
their  refpedtive  Schemes.  The  War  began 
firft  on  the  fide  of  Wales ,  where  Lewellin; 
who  was  in  the  Baron’s  Intereft,  fell  upon  the 
Cattles  and  Lands  belonging  to  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward ,  which  drew  the  Prince  that  Way  to 
preferve  his  Eftate,  and  give  a  Check  to  the 
Inroads  of  that  People.  In  this  Expedition 
he  made  himfelf  Matter  of  Brifiol ,  while 
Leicefter  and  his  Party  plunder’d  the  King’s 
Friends,  and  furpriz’d  Gloucejler ,  Hereford , 
Worcefier  and  other  Towns  on  the  Banks  of 

1263.  the  Severn.  In  the  mean  time  the  King,  it’s 
faid,  march’d  into  London ,  and  feiz’d  ten 
thoufand  Pounds  which  the  Citizens  had  trea- 
fir’d  up  to  afiift  the  Barons,  and  lodg’d  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Knights  Templars  ;  after 
which  the  King  fhut  himfelf  up  ini  the  Tower, 
where  an  Accommodation  was  again  propos’d 
to  him,  but  upon  no  better  Terms  than  his 
yielding  to  confirm  the  Provifions  at  Oxford. 
However,  while  the  Treaty  was  on  Foot, 
the  Queen  being  about  tb  pafs  thro’  the 
Bridge  to  the  Tower,  the  Citizens  aflembled 
upon  the  Bridge,  and  throwing  Dirt  and 
Stones  at  her  endanger’d  her  Life,  and  forc’d 

The  King  her  to  return  back ;  which  fo  exalperated  the 
andBarons  King  and  Prince  that  they  refolv’d  to  have 
rerer  tneir  rec0arfe  to  Arms  again  •,  but  the  Prince  being 
to  the  afterwards  made  Prifoner,  and  oblig’d  to  fur- 
French  render  up  both  the  Cattles  of  Briftol  and 
King,  who  Windfor,  the  King  propos’d  to  refer  all  Dif- 
f^favouT  ferences  between  them  to  the  King  of  France , 
of  King  which  the  Barons  agreed  to. 
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•  Whereupon  King  Henry ,  with  Prince 
Edward  and  the  Englijh  Court,  reforted 
to  Amiens ,  where  the  French  King  then 
Was  ;  whither  came  alfo  a  Deputation  from 
the  Barons  to  defend  their  Refiftance  a 
gainft  their  Sovereign,  and  upon  hear¬ 
ing  both  fides  Lewis  decreed,  that  the 
Provifions  of  Oxford  fhould  be  of  no  Force, 
and  that  the  King  fhould  enjoy  his  former 
Prerogatives  of  filling  up  all  Places  of  Truft 
and  Profit  ;  but  that  however  the  Great 
Charter  fhould  be  cbferv’d',  with  all  other 
Statutes  and  Cuftoms  in  Force  before  the 
Provifions  at  Okford  which  the  Barons  pre¬ 
tended  was  a  Contradiction,  and  therefore 
would  have  no  regard  to  the  Award.  For 
they  pretended  that  the  Provifions  of  Oxford 
were  only  made  to  fupport  their  antient 
Rights,  whereas  in  Reality  they  perfectly  al¬ 
ter’d  the  Conftitutioii,  made  the  King  a  Cy¬ 
pher,  and  vefted  both  the  Legiflative  and 
Executive  Power  in  the  Barons.  From  whence 
it  is  evident,  that  the  great  Difpute  was  not 
about  the  Obfervation  of  the  Great  Charter, 
this  the  King  as  well  as  his  Predeceffors  vo¬ 
luntarily  and  frequently  confirm’d. ;  but  the 
Difpute  was,  who  fhould  interpret  the  Char¬ 
ter  and  the  Extent  of  their  antient  Cuftoms 
and  Privileges,  and  who  fhould  have  the 
Power  of  putting  thefe  and  ail  other  Laws  in 
Execution  :  or  in  fhort,  in  whom  the  Sove¬ 
reign  Power  fhould  be  lodg’d/  whether  in  the 
King  or  the  Barons.  See  the  French  King’s 
Award  at  the  end  of  this  Reign. 

The  War  broke  out  afrefh  on  the  Barons 
refufing  to‘  abide  by  the  Award  of  the  French 
King,  in  which  King  Henry  for  fome  time 
met  with  Succefs  :  He  made  himfelf  Mafter 
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1 264.  of  Oxford ,  Northampton  and  Nottingham  and 
l/W,  ’tis  remarkable,  that  there  were  no  lefs  than 
three  thoufand  Students  in  Oxford  when  the 
King  took  that  City,  whom  he  thought  fit  to 
difmifs  from  thence,  as  being  the  Sons  of  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry  who  were  in  a  different 
Intereft.  In  the  mean  time  the  Barons  laid 
Siege  to  Rochefter,  which  the  King  coming  to 
the  Relief  of,  furpriz’d  their  Forces  before 
that  Town,  put  them  in  Diforder,  and  oblig’d 
the  Barons  to  retire  to  their  Head  Quarters  in 
London ,  whither  the  King  follow’d  them  ; 
but  Leicefter  having  join’d  his  Forces  with  the 
Citizens,  ’tis  faid,  march’d  out  and  offer’d 
the  King  Battle,  which  he  did  not  think  fit  to 
accept.  Certain  it  is  the  King  did  not  attack 
the  City  of  London  at  this  time,  but  march’d 
to  Lewes  in  Sujfex ,  and  the  Barons  having 
reinforc’d  their  Army  march’d  after  him. 
They  fent  the  King  a  Letter  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  had  no  Intent  to  withdraw  them- 
ielves  from  their  Allegiance,  their  only  Aim 
was  to  reform  the  Government  and  difmifs  his 
evil  Counfellors,  the  ufual  Cant  of  Malecon- 
tents.  To  which  the  King  anfwer’d,  That 
they  were  the  Caufe  of  all  the  Devaluations 
and  Miferies  the  Nations  fuffer’d  :  That  their 
Intentions  were  very  different  from  their  Pro- 
feffions :  That  their  Aftions  were  not  at  all 
luitable  to  their  Pretences,  and  therefore  he 
defy’d  them.  The  King  of  the  Romans , 
Prince  Edward ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Court  de¬ 
clar’d  they  were  of  the  fame  Opinion,  and 
bad  Defiance  alfo  to  the  Rebels,  whereupon 
the  Barons  renounc’d  their  Allegiance  to  the 
King,  and  declar’d  they  would  treat  him  as 
The  Battle  an  Enemy  to  the  State.  The  Treaty  being 
•f  Lewes.  ,-bus  broken  off,  both  Parties  prepar’d  them- 

felves 
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felves  for  Battle,  and  came  to  an  Engagement  1 264. 
on  the  14th  of  May.  The  Right  of  the 
King’s  Army  was  commanded  by  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward  and  Prince  Henry ,  Son  to  the  King  of 
the  Romans ,  the  Left  by  the  King  of  the 
Romans ,  and  the  main  Body  by  King  Henry 
in  Perfon.  The  Enemies  Army  alfo  was 
drawn  up  in  three  Bodies  with  a  Corps  de  Re- 
ferve.  The  Earls  of  Leieefier  and  Gloucejler 
commanded  thofe  Divifions  which  were  oppo- 
fite  to  King  Henry  and  the  King  of  the  Ro-r 
mans ,  and  Nicholas  Segrave  led  the  London 
Troops  who  were  drawn  up  on  the  Left,  op- 
pofite  to  Prince  Edward.  The  Prince  began 
the  Fight  by  attacking  the  London  Forces, 
whom  he  defeated  and  drove  fome  Miles  from 
the  Field  of  Battle.  In  the  mean  time  King 
Henry  and  the  King  of  the  Romans  meeting 
with  a  brave  Refiftance  from  the  Earls  of 
Leicejler  and  Gloucejler ,  and  being  charg’d  in 
Flank  by  their  Body  of  Referve  were  entirely 
defeated,  and  both  King  Henry  and  the  King  King 
of  the  Romans  made  Prifoners,  infomuch  that  Henry,  the 
it  was  not  pofiible  for  the  Princes  Edward  and  in| of 
Henry  to  reftore  the  Battle  when  they  return’d  and  the*”* 
from  the  Purfuit  of  the  Londoners.  On  the  Princes 
contrary,  they  were  furrounded  by  Leicejler  made  Pri- 
and  Gloucejler ,  and  oblig’d  to  agree  that  the  lorisrs- 
Provifions  of  Oxford  fhould  be  obferv’d,  and 
that  they  would  yield  themfelves  Hoftages  for 
the  Performance  of  them  ;  fo  that  Leicejler 
was  now  in  Poffeflion  of  the  two  Kings  and 
their  eldefl  Sons,  with  moft  of  the  great  Men 
on  that  fide.  The  Queen  and  Prince  Edmund 
went  to  France  not  long  after,  whither  they 
found  an  Opportunity  of  making  their  E* 
fcape. 

M  2  This 
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1264.  This  Victory  gave  Leicefier  the  Command 
of  all  the  open  Country,  the  King’s  Party 
were  in  no  Condition  to  make  Head  againft 
him  in  the  Field  •,  and  as  to  fuch  Fortreffes  as 
fignOrders  ft-jj]  quCj  he  oblig’d  the  King  to  fign 

vernorS  of"  Qrders  to  the  refpedtive  Governors  to  obey 
his  Caftles  all  his  Commands.  We  meet  with  an  Order 
to  deliver  of  this  Nature  in  the  Fcedera ,  dated  the  17th 
of  May  1274,  commanding  the  Conftable  of 


King  _ 
Henry  is 
forc’d  to 

to 


them  up 


to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 


10  eic  fter‘  the  Caftle-  of  TVindfor  to  releafe  Simon  and 
Peter  Monfort  the  Sons  of  the  Earl  of  Lei - 
cefier ,  with  feveral  other  Noblemen  that  had 
been  taken  Prifoners  by  the  King  at  Nor¬ 
thampton  %  and  another  on  the  28  th  of  the 
fame  Month,  appointing  Henry  Montfort ,  the 
Son  of  the  Earl  of  Leicejfer-,  Governor  of 
Dover  and  the  Cinque  Ports.  Rymer ,  Vol.  I? 
p.  790. 

Knights  of  He  oblig’d  the  King  alfo  to  conftitute 
Shires  firft  Keepers  or  Confervators  of  the  Peace  in  every 
fummon’d  County,  who  were  empower’d  to  raife  the 
Polfe  and  fupprefs  all  Jnfurredtions  and  Tu¬ 
mults  :  They  were  alfo  commanded  to  fend 
four  Knights  from  every  County  to  London  to 
treat  with  the  Prelates  and  Nobility  of  the 
Affairs  of  the  Kingdom  on  the  Feaft  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  but  it  is  oblervable  here  is 
no  Mention  of  any  Reprefentatives  for  the 
Cities  and  Boroughs  in  this  Precept. 

In  this  Affembly  an  Inflrument  of  Govern¬ 
ment  was  drawn  up  and  agreed  to  about  the 
Feaft  of  St.  John  Baptijl ,  whereby  three  of 
the  Barons  were  appointed  to  ele<ft  nine  others, 
of  whom  three  were  always  to  remain  at 
Court  by  Turns,  and  the  King,  by  the  Ad¬ 
vice  of  thefe,  was  to  dilpofe  of  his  Caftles 
and  tranfadl  all  Affairs  of  State,  and  to  ap¬ 
point  the  Juftices,  Chancellor,  Treafurer, 

;  •  J  and 


An  Inftru- 
ment  of 
Govern¬ 
ment  a- 
greed  on. 
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and  all  other  Officers  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  1264. 
if  any  of  the  nine  ffiould  be  guilty  of  Male-  L/'V'VJ 
Adminiftration,  the  King,  with  the  Advice 
of  the  firft  three,  might  difplace  them  and 
appoint  others  in  their  room.  It  was  agreed 
alfo  that  the  Church  ffiould  be  reftor’d  to  its 
antient  State,  that  only  Natives  ffiould  be 
capable  of  Places  ;  that  the  two  Charters 
ffiould  be  obferv’d,  with  fome  other  Matters 
of  lef9#Moment. 

In  the  mean  time  Leicejter  govern’d  with¬ 
out  controul.  This  Inftrument  of  Govern¬ 
ment  was  compos’d  only  to  amufe  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  which  occafion’d  fome  of  the  Barons  to 
defert  his  Party  and  take  up  Arms;  but  he 
had  the  good  Fortune  to  reduce  them.  The 
Queen  alfo  having  rais’d  a  confiderable  Force 
beyond  Sea  to  refcue  the  King  and  Prince  out 
of  Leicester's,  Hands,  was  fo  long  detain’d  on 
the  other  fide  the  Water  by  contrary  Winds, 
that  her  Endeavours  were  all  fruftrated,  Nor 
did  the  Pope’s  Attempt  to  relieve  him  by 
thundering  out  his  Bulls  of  Excommunication 
againft  Leicefter  and  his  Accomplices  fucceed 
any  better,  The  Pope’s  Meffengers  were  met 
before  they  came  on  Shore  and  plunder’d  of 
their  Papers,  at  which  the  Legate  who  was 
coming  over  was  fo  terrified  that  he  thought 
fit  to  return  to  Rome.  Leicejter  however 
finding  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier  and  feveral 
other  Barons  of  hi§  Party  were  fufficiently  ex- 
afperated  at  his  affuming  the  foie  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Affairs,  apply’d  himfelf  by  all  po¬ 
pular  Arts  to  gain  the  Affedtions  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  ;  and  as  they  had  once  during  this  U- 
furpation  been  reprefented  by  twelve  Lords, 
and  again  by  four  Knights  from  every  Coun¬ 
ty,  he  now  proceeded  to  indulge  them  fo  far 
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1 264.  as  to  diredt  every  County  to  eledt  two  Knights, 
and  every  City  and  Borough  two  of  their 
Number  to  reprefent  them  in  the  Grand 
Council  of  the  Nation,  and  caus’d  Writs  or 
Precepts  to  be  iffu’d  accordingly  to  the  re- 
fpedtive  Sheriffs  in  the  King’s  Name,  which 
The  firft  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  Precedent  we  have  upon 
ofthe0nS  Record  of  a  Parliament  conftituted  as  we 
Knights,  find  it  at  this  Day,  I  fhall  here  tranfcribe  the 
Citizens  Formof  the  Summons  to  the  refpedtiVe  Pre- 
“effefTo  lates,  Abbots,  Priors  and  Barons,  and  the 
Parliament  Subftance  of  the  Precept  diredted  to  the  She- 
upon  Re-  riffs  for  the  electing  of  the  Knights,  Citizens 
tord-  and  Burgelfes,  as  we  find  it  in  Rymer ,  p.  802 
and  803. 

Ad  Confultandum  cum  eodem  Simone  Regem 
captivum  ducente ,  quidam  Epifcopi ,  nonnulli 
Barones ,  Abbatum  Q  Priorum  inaudit  a  -turbo, 
necnon  &  Specialiores  per  Comitatus  &  Burgos 
ufquequaque  JeleEii  Complices  convocantur ,  per  • 
hoc  Simonis  mandatum ,  in  nomine  Regis. 


The  Ba-  Henricus  dei  gratia  Rex  Anglice  Dominus  ‘ 
rons  fum-  Hibernia  £s?  Dux  Aquitanice  Venerabili  in  Chrifto 
mon’dfe-  Patri  Readem  gratia^  Epifcopo  Dunelmenfi ,  Sa-+  \ 
lutem. 

Cum  pofi  gravia  turbationum  difcrimina  du-  1 
dum  habita  in  Regno  nojlro  Charijjimus  filius  1 
Edwardus  primogenitus  nofier  pro  pace  in  Regno  ' 
nojlro  ajfecuranda  &  firmanda  obfes  traditus  ex - 
titijfet ;  ds?  jam  fedata  (benediUus  Deus)  tur - 
batione  pr a  dipt  a  fuper  deliberatione  ejufdem  S.alu- 
briter  providenda  4s?  plena  fecuritate  &  tranqui - 1 
lit  ate  Pads  ad  honor em  Dei  ds?  utilitatem  totius: 
Regni  nojlri  firmanda  ds?  totaliter  complenda  \ 
ac  fuper  quibufdam  alijs  Regni  nojlri  negotijs  qua  : 
fine  Confilio  veflro  &  aliorum  Pralatorum  &?'; 
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Magnatum  noftrorum  nolumus  expediri  cum  eif-  1 264, 
dem  traftatum  habere  nos  oporteat. 

Vobis  Mandamus  rogantes  in  fide  &  dileblione 
quibus  nobis  tenemini  quod  omni  occafione  poft- 
pofita  &  negotijs  alijs  prcetermijfis  fills  ad,  nos 
London ’  in  offabis  Sanffi  Hillarij  pr oxime  futuris  s 
nobificum  &  cum  prcediftis  P  reel  at  is  &  Magna - 
iibus  nofiris  quos  ibidem  vocari  fecimus  fiuper 
premififis  tradlaturi  IP  confiilium  iJnpenfiuri:  Et 
hoc  Jicut  nos  &  honorem  nofirum  £s?  vefirum  nec- 
non  &  communem  Regni  nofiri  tranquilitatevt 
diligitis  nullatenus  omittatis. 

T fie  Rege  apud  Wigorniam  24  Die  De* 
cembris. 


Eodem  modo  Mandatum  efi. 


Epificopo  Karliolenfiy 
Abb  at  i  S.  Marice  Ebo- 
raci , 

Priori  Dunelmenfi , 
Priori  SanEli  Prinita- 
tis  Eboraci, 

Abb  at  i  de  Seleby , 
Abbati  de  Fumes , 
Abbati  de  Fontibus , 
Abbati  de  Ryevalle ,  1 

Abbati  de  Melfa, 
Abbati  de  Rupe , 

Abbati  de  Bella  lauda , 


Priori  de  Bridlington , 
Priori  Sanfti  Ofwaldi , 
Abbati  de  Rufiford , 
Priori  de  Blyda, 

Priori  de  Phurgarton , 
Priori  Carleolenfi , 
Abbati  de  Whiteby , 
Priori  de  Gifieburn , 
Archiepificopo  Ebora * 

cenfi. 

Priori  de  Parco , 
Decano  Eboracenfi . 


Eodem  modo  Mandatum  efi  fiubficriptis ,  viz,, 


Epificopo  London. 
Epificopo  Win  ton. 
Epificopo  Exon. 
Epificopo  Wygorn. 
Epificopo  Lyncoln „ 


Epificopo  Elien . 

Epificopo  Sarum. 
Epificopo  Covent.  (A 
Lich. 

Epificopo  Cicefiren. 

Elefla 
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1 264.  Elecio  Bath.  ift  Welles ,  Dec  am  Sarum , 

Dec  am  Exon.  Decano  Lyncoln. 

Dscano  de  Welles , 

In  forma  predict  a  Scribitur  Abbatibus  & 
Prior  thus  Subfcriptis  fub  hac  data. 


Eefte  Rege  apud  Wodeftocke  vicefmo  quarto  Die 
Decernbris 

# 


Abbati  SanEii  Edmutidi 
Abbati  de  Wantbam , 
Abbati  de  S audio  Al- 
bano , 

Eletlo  de  Evejham , 
Abbati  Weftmonafteri- 
enft, 

Abbati  Glajlonenfi , 
Abbati  de  Reding , 
Abbati  de  Cirenceftr. 
Abbati  de  Waverle « 
Priori  Elienenfi , 
Priori  Norwic. 

Priori  de  Merton. 
Abbati  de  Ofeney , 
Priori  S.  Fridefwidce 
Oxon. 

Abbati  de  Mejfenden , 
Priori  de  Lent  on,- 
Abbati  de  Bello , 

Priori  Ordinis  deSem- 
pringham , 

Priori  de  Watt  on. 
Priori  Hofpitalis  S.  Jo- 
hannis ,- 

Jerufalem  in  Anglia , 
Magijlro  Militice  Eem- 
pli  in  Anglia , 

Abbati  Ramefienft , 


Abbati  de  Bur  go, 
Abbati  de  Thorney, 
Abbati  de  Croud  and, 
Abbati  C eft  rice, - 
Abbati  Salop, 

Abbati  de  Hulmo , 
Abbati  de  Bardenei , 
Abbati  de  Colceftre, 
Priori  de  Dunftaple , 
Abbati  de  Bello  loco, 
Abbati  de  Parco  lude, 
Abbati  de  Stanlegh, 
Abbati  de  Lillejhul, 
Abbati  de  Bittlefden , 
Priori  de  Beuver, 
Priori  de  Lent  on,1  • 
Abbati  de  Clervans, 
Priori  de  Stodeley, 
Abbati  S.  Auguftini 
Cantuar; 

Abbati  de  Certejjie, 
Priori  S.  Trinitatis 
Cantuar. 

Abbati  de  Hida  juxta 
Winton . 

Abbati  de  Middleton, 
Abbati  de  Cerne, 

Abbati  de  Abbotejburie , 
Abbati  de  E aviftoke. 

Priori 
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Priori  de  Huntingdon , 
Abbati  de  Suleby, 
Abbati  de  War  don, 
Abbati  S.  Jacobi  Nor- 
tbampt. 

Abbati  de  Leiceftre , 
Abb  at  i  de  Kirkefted , 
Priori  de  Eton , 

Priori  de  Cruce  Roy- 

fta, 

Abbati  de  Kirk  eft  all, 
Abbati  de  P ame , 

Priori  de  Befmundeft- 
feie , 

Priori  de  Bernwell, 
Abbati  de  Merivall , 
Abbati  8.  AugtiJlini , 
Brift'ol. 

Abbati  de  Malniejbu - 
rie, 

Abbati  de  Michaelnei, 
Abbati  de  Abihdon , 


Abbati  S.  Petri ,  Glouc. 
Abbati  de  Perftoore , 
Abbati  de  Wynche- 
cumbe , 

Priori  de  Coventr. 
Priori  de  S audio  Neoto „ 
Priori  S  ,8  withinilVyn- 
ton. 

Abbati  de  Lefnes , 
Priori  de  Leed.es , 
Priori  de  Land  a. 
Priori  de  Spalding, 
Priori  S.  Barthol.Lon- 
don. 

Priori  de  KenelworiJj, 
Abbati  de  Ofolveftohe , 
Abbati  de  Leukejburie , 
Priori  de  Finejheved, 
Abbati  Middle  tone, 
Abbati  de  Valledei , 
Abbati  de  Crottton, 


&9 
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zVz  fortna  prcediBa  maniatum  eft  Comi- 
tibus  &  alijs  Subfcriptis. 

Dat.  apud  Wodeftock,  24  Lie  De¬ 
cembrist 


Com *  Peiceftr. 

Com *  Glouceftr. 

Com' Norf ole .  Mar  ef- 
callo  Anglice, 

Com 5  Oxonienft , 

Com *  Z)<?r£. 
di?  Camay i , 

Rogero  de  S.  Johanne, 
Hugoni  le  de  Spe'nfer, 
Juftic,  Anglice, 

V  Ot.  XVII. 


Johanni  filio  Johannis. \ 
Willielmo  de  Munch en- 

,  fir 

Nicholo  de  Segrave, 
Johanhi  de  Vefcy , 
Radulpho  Bajftet,  ( de 
Drayton  ) 

Henrico  de  Hdft'tngs, 
Galfrido  de  Lucy, 
Roberto  v  Ros, 

N  Johanni 
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i  264.  Johanni  de  Eyvill , 

Adtz  de  Nbvomercato , 
IValtero  de  Colevill, , 
Willielmo  Marmyun , 


Rogero  Bertram , 
Radulpho  Bajfet , 
Sap  cote  ) 

Gilberto  de  Gaunt. 


(de 


Writs  for  iim  Mandatum  eft  ftngulis  Vicecomitibus 
fummon-  ^  Angliam ,  venirefaciant,  duos  Milites 

Commons  ^  legalioribus  iA  difcretioribus  Militibus  fingu- 
lorum  Comitatuum,  ad  Regem  London,  in 
Odab.  prcedidis  in  forma  fupradida. 

It  on  in  forma  pr  cedilla  fcribitur  Civibus 
Ebor.  Civibus  Lincoln.  iA  cceteris  Burgis  An - 
^7z'^  mitt  ant  in  forma  pr cedilla  duos  de  dif¬ 
cretioribus  iA  legalioribus  iA  probioribus  tam 
Civibus  quam  Burgenftbus  fuis. 

Item  in  forma  prcedida  Mandatum  eft  Ba- 
ronibus  iA  probis  hominibus  Efuinque  Portuum, 
prout  continetur  in  Brevi  irrotulato  inferius. 

Rex  Vicecomiti  Suffer,  falutem. 

Summonito  per  quatuor  legaliores  Milites  de 
Comitatu  tuo  prcedido  Petrum  de  Sabaudia  a - 
pud  Pevenfeiam  Johannem  de  Warrence  apud 
Lewes  iA  Hugonem  de  Bigod  apud  Bo f eh  am, 
quod  ftnt  coram  nobis  iA  confilio  noftro ,  in  proxi¬ 
mo  Parliamento  noftro  London.  Primo  Lie 
Junij ,  Juftiliam  facluri  (A  recepturi. 

Et  inpleno  Comitatu  tuo  procla?nari  facias 
quod  quicunaue  ad  opus  prcedidorum  Petri 
Johannis  iA  Hugonis  interim  procurare  feu 
impetrare  voluerit  falvum  iA  fecurura  condudum 
noftrum  ad  nos  veniendi  morandi  iA  llandi  redo 
in  Curia  noftra ,  ft  quis  verfus  eos  loqui  voluerit 
fecure  veniat.  Et  nos  condudum  hujufmodi  ei 
fieri  faciamus.  Et  habeas  ibi  nomina  quatuor 
Militum  iA  hoc  breve. 

Tefte  Rege  apud  JVeftmon. 

per  Conf  ilium. 

Eodm 
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Eodem  modo  Mandatum  eft  Vicecomiti  Hert-  1264. 
fordice  de  Summon.  IV.  de  Valence  apud  Broken - 
don. 

Per  totum  Confilium. 

Here  the  Reader  will  obferve  that  thefe  Some  Re 
Affemblies  then  confifted  of  a  much  greater  marks  on 
Number  of  Abbots  and  Priors  than  of  Bi-  lf- 
fhops  or  Temporal  Barons,  and  that  Leicefter 
took  the  Liberty  of  fummoning  and  leaving 
out  what  Bifhops  or  Barons  he  law  fit,  there 
being  but  a  fmall  Number  of  either  in  this 
Convention,  in  Proportion  to  the  Number 
of  Abbots,  and  for  ought  appears  alfo,  the 
Lords  and  Commons  fat  all  in  one  Houfe. 

There  feems  alfo  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World 
to  believe  that  the  Commons  had  no  Repre- 
fentatives  in  Parliament  before  this  Infur- 
redlion  of  the  Barons  ;  for  firft,  There  is  no 
Precept  or  Writ  upon  Record  to  command 
their  Attendance.  2.  We  have  feen  the 
Barons  appoint  twelve  of  their  own  Num¬ 
ber  to  take  care  of  their  Concerns  but  a  very 
little  before,  which  the  Commons  would  ne¬ 
ver  have  buffer’d  if  they  had  a  Privilege 
of  fending  their  own  Reprefentatives.  3. 

We  find  them  the  laft  Year  reprefen  ted  by 
four  Knights  from  every  Shire,  and  in  this 
by  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeffes,  as  at 
this  Day,  tho’  it  was  a  great  while  after  be¬ 
fore  this  was  fettled  by  legal  Authority  •,  fu¬ 
ture  Kings  fometimes  appointing  the  very 
Men  that  fhould  be  fent  up,  and  at  others  3, 
greater  or  lefs  Number  as  they  faw  fit. 

Biit  to  return.  Leicefter  finding  it  would 
be  a  very  popular  thing,  propos’d  in  this 
Parliament  the  fetting  Prince  Edward  at  Li¬ 
berty  s  but  when  an  Ordinance  had  pafssd 
«  N  2  '  for 
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1264.  for  that  purpofe,  he  only  took  him  out  of 
G'Nf'V  Dover- Caj He,  and  kept  him  with  his  Father* 
under  his  own  Eye,  ftrongly  guarded.  This, 
’tis  laid,  confirm’d  Gioucejier  -and  others  of 
the  Barons  in  their  Opinion,  that  Leicejter 
defign’d  to  eftablifh  his  Ufurpation,  and  ex¬ 
clude  them  fron)  any  Share  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  They  faw  too  late  they  had  only  ex¬ 
chang’d  their  King  for  a  Tyrant. 

The  MLre-  In  the  mean  time  the  frequent  Infurrechions, 
ryofche  Robberies  and  Tumults  or  the  difafie&ed  or 
diibanded  Troops,  render’d  People  very  in- 
ul  fecure  in  their  Dwellings  at  home,  and  even 
iirpadcn.  the  Barons  of  the  Cinque  Ports  turn’d  Pi- 
1-65.  rates  at  Sea,  and  diftnrb’d  all  Foreign  Com¬ 
merce,  which  Leicejter  was  forc’d  to  wink  at, 
becaule  thofe  Ports  had  done  him  fi^hal  Ser- 
vice  again!!  the  King.  ’Tis  true  he  appointed 
Keepers  or  Confervators  of  the  Peace  in  every 
County  to  prevent  Robberies  and  Tumults, 
but  fuch  was  the  Diffraction  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,  that  all  Provifions  grew  exceffive  dear, 
and  the  People  were  reduc’d  to  a  ftarving 
Condition.  Thefe  were  fome  of  the  blefled 
Effects  of  Leice  rePs  Lfurpation,  which  fome 
of  our  Hiftorians  fo  much  admire ;  and  all 
this  was  done  under  a  Pretence  of  redreffing 
Grievances  and  Reforming  the  Church  and 
State. 

The  Earl  Gioucejier  therefore  not  being  able  to  bear 
oiGhm-  the  Tyranny  of  Leicejter  any  more  than  the 
cif.rr takes  Stretches  of  the  Prerogative  in  the  former 
Government,  drew  a  confiderable  Number 
Prieudj =  ’  of  Barons  over  from  his  Party,  and  enter’d 
agdmt  into  a  Confederacy  with  the  Royalifts  againft 
Leicejter .  ZjeiceJler,  and  having  aflembled  his  Troops 
on  the  Borders  of  Wales ,  where  he  was  fure 
of  the  Affiitance  of  Mortimer,  and  the  reft 

•  of 
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pf  the  Lords  of  the  Marches ,  he  and  his  1265. 
Friends  fortified  their  Cattles  and  flood  upon 
their  Defence.  Whereupon  Leicejler  drew  his 
Army  together,  and  march’d  to  the  Banks  qf 
the  Severn  againfl  them,  carrying  his  two 
Prifoners  the  Ring  and  Prince  with  him, 
Gloucejler  knowing  it  would  be  of  vaft  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  their  Caufe  to  free  the  King  and 
Prince  from  their  Confinement,  concerted 
how  to  effect  it  with  Mortimer ,  but  upon 
confidering  the  matter  as  the  King  was  rnofl 
ftridtly  guarded  and  of  a  great  Age,  hi§ 
Deliverance  was  thought  impracticable  at 
prefent ;  they  turn’d  their  Thoughts  there¬ 
fore  altogether  on  the  procuring  the  Prince’s 
Efcape,  who  had  much  more  Liberty  al¬ 
low’d  him  ;  for  Leicejler  had  juft  procur’d  an 
Ordinance  to  pafs  for  releafing  him,  and  ip 
pursuance  of  it,  fuffer’d  him  to  ride  out 
fometimes,  as  if  he  was  really  at  Liberty, 
declaring,  that  The  Prince’s  continuing  in  his 
Camp  was  purely  voluntarily.  Notwithftand- 
ing  which  the  Prince  had  always  a  ftrong 
Guard  attending  him,  under  Pretence  pf  do¬ 
ing  him  Honour,  befides  feveral  Gentlemen 
well  mounted,  who  had  a  very  ftriCl  Eye  up¬ 
on  his  Motions.  But  Mortimer  found  means; 
however  to  effeCl  the  Bufinefs,  he  order’d  an 
Acquaintance  of  his,  who,  was  not  at  all  ob¬ 
noxious  to  Leicejler ,  to  prefent  the  Prince 
:  with  a  fine  Horfe,  on  whofe  Heels  he  might 
depend,  and  let  him  know  at  the  fame  time, 

■  that  a  Party  of  Horfe  would  be  ready  at  a, 

J .  certain  Time  and  Place  to  bring  him  off 
)  'The  Prince  having  the  Addrefs  to  prevail 
?  on  the  Gentlerpen  who  attended  him,  to  ride 
5  towards  the  Place  appointed,  when  he  wa$ 
thus  mounted,  fet  Spurs  tq  his  Horfe  and  wa$ 

*  ''  eone. 
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gone  on  the  fudden,  none  of  them  being  able 
to  overtake  him,  till  they  faw  a  Troop  of 
Horfe  come  to  his  Refcue,  and  then  they 
found  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  return 
to  their  Camp  and  give  their  General  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Adventure,  which  no  doubt 
was  a  fufficient  Mortification,  tho’  he  feem’d 
to  laugh  it  off,  pretending  that  the  Prince 
was  at  perfed  liberty  to  go  where  he  pleas’d 
before.  But  however  he  might  pretend  to 
flight  the  matter,  we  find  that  the  Prince  had 
nofooner  join’d  the  Earl  of  Gloucefiler ,  byt  Lei¬ 
cejier  compell’d  the  King  to  fign  feveral  Or¬ 
ders  and  Mandates,  declaring  the  Prince  and 
his  Adherents  Rebels,  and  fummoning  the 
Barons  and  all  who  held  by  Military  Tenure, 
immediately  to  afiemble  their  Troops  and 
march  againft  them,  before  they  were  join’d 
by  their  Friends  in  England  or  receiv’d  any 
Supplies  from  abroad.  And  that  the  Reader 
may  be  fully  convinc’d  that  this  Ufurper  Lei¬ 
cejier  made  ufe  of  the  King’s  Authority,  and 
even  of  his  Hand  and  Seal  againft  his  own 
Perfon,  his  Son  the  Prince,  and  the  reft  of 
his  Loyal  Subjects,  I  fhall  recite  part  of  a 
Summons  for  afiembling  the  Militia  of  t  he 
Kingdom  againft  the  Prince  and  his  Adhe¬ 
rents,  dire&ed  to  John  de  Eyvill  one  of  the 
Barons,  as  we  find  it  in  Rymer ,  Vol.  i„ 
p.  210. 

Rex  Johanni  de  Eyvill  falutem^  &c.  (After 
the  Preamble,  containing  an  Account  of  the 
Prince’s  Efcape,  and  his  joining  the  Barons 
of  the  oppofite  Party,  it  goes  on  as  follows,) 
A Tos  de  Vejlra  G?  alioram  fdelium  nojlrorum  fide- 
litate  &  conjlantia  fpecialiter  confidentes  vobis 
mandamus  in  fide  homagio  &  diledlione  quibus 
nobis  ejlis  ajirifii^  &  fub  periculo  amijjionis  om¬ 
nium 
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mum  qua ?  in  Regno  noftro  tenetis  ac  fub  debito  1 26 
facramenti  quo  omnes  if  finguli  de  Regno  noftro 
funt  ad  hoc  fpecialiter  obligati  if  quod  volumus 
firmiter  obfervari  firmiter  injungentes  quatinus 
ftatim  vifis  litteris  iftis  omnibus  alijs  prcetermiffis 
cum  equis  if  armis  if  toto  fervitio  veftro  nobis 
debito  necnon  if  toto  pojfe  veftro  fub  omni  fefti- 
natione  de  die  if  nodie  ujque  JEygorniam  veniatis 
parati  exinde  in  manu  forti  ire  nobifcum  fuper  ini - 
micos  noftros  prcedidlos  if  hoc  ficut  exhceredatio- 
nem  noftram  if  v  eft  ram  if  perpetuam  Regni 
noftri confufionem  vitare  volueritis ,  if  vitam 
propriam  diligitis  nullo  ?nodo  omiitatis. 

Nec  de  [ummonitione  exercitus  brevitatem  tern- 
poris  allegetis  quia  urgentifthna  necejfttas  tempus 
non  patitur  ulterius  prorogari  ne  inter  moras  per 
adventum  alienigerarum  quos  ijdem  rebelles  noftri 
expectant  eorundem  vires  in  noftri  if  regni  noftri 
perniciem  augeri  contingat  qui  adhuc  dim  pau - 
ci  exiftant  de  facili  nobis  poterunt  fubjugari. 

Tefte  Rege  apud  Hereford ,  tricefimo  die  Maij. 

Eodom  modo  fcribitur  omnibus  tenentibus  de  Rege 
in  Capite  tam  videlicet ,  Epifcopis ,  Abbatibus , 
Prioribus ,  quamComitibus ,  Baronibus ,  Militibusi 
if  omnibus  alijs  exceptis  illis  qui  funt  pro  parte 
C omit  is  Glouceftrice. 

He  oblig’d  the  King  alfo  to  fend  his  Or-  To  fign 
ders  to  the  Confervators  of  the  Peace  of  the  Orders  for 
refpeftive  Counties,  commanding  them  to  fpPre' 
apprehend  the  Lords  of  the  Marches,  and  all  K2L 
other  Adherents  of  Prince  Edward  •,  with  o-  and  his 
thers  directed  to  the  Bifhop  of  London ,  and  Adherents 
all  the  Bifhops  of  the  Province  of  Canterbu- 
j  ON  Tefted  by  the  King  at  Hereford,  8  June,  TheBf. 
commanding  them  to  excommunicate  Prince  foopscom- 
Edward  the  King’s  Son,  and  all  his  Adhe-  manded  to 
rents..  Which  are  fuch  Inftances  of  Tyranny  excommu- 
:  exercis’d  upon  his  lawful  Sovereign,  as  no  “^thc 

Man  fcfr. 
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*265.  ^  Man  before  the  Appearance  of  the  celebrated 
Montfort  had  ever  the  Cruelty  or  Aftiirance 
to  put  in  Practice  ;  but  for  the  Readers  fur¬ 
ther  Satisfaction  in  this  matter,  I  refer  him 
again  to  Rymer ,  Vol.  1.  p.  810  L?  feq\  And 
I  can’t  but  obferve  here,  that  neither  my 
Friend  Rapin  or  his  Tranflator  Tindal ,  fo 
much  as  mention  thefe  Inflrumerfts  or  Or¬ 
ders,  which  Leicefter  compell’d  the  King  to 
fign,  tho’  they  pretend  to  be  very  converfant 
with  Rymer ,  which  Omiflion  could  be  with 
no  other  View  than  to  conceal  the  Villany  of 
S.  Montfort  Earl  of  Leicefter ,  who  was  a  Man 
after  their  own  Heart,  one  who  had  the  Fore¬ 
head  to  call  Kings  to  an  Account,  and  bind 
them  in  Fetters  of  Iron,  and  by  Threats 
compel  them  to  fign  Orders  for  their  owri 
and  their  Friends  DeftruCton  :  Nay  Monfieuf 
Rapin  doubts  after  all  this,  Whither  the  Earl 
of  Leicefter  ought  not  to  he  pitied  ?nore  than 
blam’d.  Vol.  3.  p.472.  So  very  impartial 
is  that  notable  Writer.  But  to  return. 

The  The  Prince  having  join’d  the  Earl  of  Glou - 

Prince’s  cefter,  great  Numbers  of  the  difaffefted  Ba- 
Arniy  rons  came  over  £0  his  Party,  and  to  confirm 

numerous  t^iem  m  t^e'r  Loyalty,  he  voluntarily  took 
his  Oath,  To  ufe  his  ufmoft  Endeavours 
that  the  antient  Laws  fhould  be  obferv’cf9 
and  Foreigners  excluded  from  the  Admini- 
fixation.  Whereupon  the  Army  of  the 
Loyalifts  was  on  a  fudden  fo  confiderably' 
augmented,  that  they  became  fuperior  to  thd 
Enemy,  and  oblig’d  Leicefter  to  retire  before 
them.  He  fent  Orders  therefore  to  his  Son 
Simon  Montfort  in  Kent ,  to  afiemble  all  the 
Forces  he  could  draw  together  and  join  him  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  lay  with  his  Army 
ftrongly  Encamp’d  at  Evejham.  The  Prince 

having 
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having  Notice  of  Simon  Mont  fort's  March,  1265, 
intercepted  the  Body  of  Troops  he  com- 
manded  near  Kennelworth  and  entirely  defeat-  Pn^ce 
ed  them,  Simon  himfelf  efcaping  into  the  defeats 
Caftle  :  After  which  he  march’d  againft  Lei -  young 
cefter  the  Father  with  fuch  Expedition  that  Montfort- 
he  was  perfedtly  furpriz’d  ;  Leicefter  expedt-  Leicefter 
ing  his  Son  to  have  join’d  him  about  this 
time,  took  them  at  firft  to  be  Friends,  but  an 
as  foon  as  he  difcover’d  the  Prince  at  the 
Head  of  them,  he  cried  out,  Lord  have  Mer¬ 
cy  on  our  Souls ,  for  our  Bodies  are  our  Enemies . 

He  drew  up  his  Army  however  in  as  good 
Order  as  the  time  would  permit,  and  receiv’d 
the  Charge  with  great  Firmnefs  5  but  his 
Welfh  Allies  running  away  before  they  were 
attack’d,  he  was  furrounded,  and  the  Earl 
and  his  Son  Henry  being  both  kill’d,  their 
Army  was  totally  routed*  Leicefter  having 
forc’d  the  King  along  with  him  into  this  Bat¬ 
tle,  his  Majefty  was  wounded  in  the  Shoulder, 
and  in  great  danger  of  being  kill’d  by  the 
Prince’s  Soldiers  before  they  knew  him  *,  but 
upon  his  difcovering  himfelf,  the  Prince  came 
and  congratulated  with  him  their  mutual 
Happinefs  on  this  Day’s  Vidtory,  being  the 
4th  of  Auguft,  1265.  Mortimer ,  one  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Marches ,  whofe  Eftate  Leicefter 
had  ravag’d  and  plunder’d  juft  before,  or¬ 
der’d  his  Head  to  be  cut  off  and  fent  to  his 
Wife,  that  lhe  might  be  fatisfied  fhe  had  no¬ 
thing  more  to  fear  from  the  Man  who  had 
render’d  himfelf  fo  terrible  to  them. 

The  King  loon  after  the  Battle  fummon’d  an 
Affembly  of  the  Barons  to  meet  at  fVinchefter , 
where  Simon  Mont  fort,  and  GuyMontfort,  Leicef- 
ter' stwo  Sons,  with  the  Chief  of  the  difaffedted 
Barons,  were  attainted,  and  their  Eftates  given 
Vol.  XVII.  O  to 
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to  the  King,  The  Charter  of  the  City 
London  alfo  was  feiz’d  for  her  Rebellion  by 
the  fame  Authority,  the  Magiftrates  chang’d, 
aftd  a  great  Sum  of  Money,  fome  relate 
twenty  thoufand  Marks,  levied  or  borrow’d 
of  the  Citizens  to  fupply  the  King’s  prefent 
Neceffities ;  but  we  don’t  hear  of  one  Man 
put  to  Death  in  cold  Blood,  notwithftanding 
the  ill  Treatment  the  King  had  met  with 
while  he  was  in  the  Power  of  his  Enemies. 

Simon  de  Montfort  Son  of  the  Earl  of  Lei¬ 
cester^  after  the  Battle  of  Evejham  drew  toge¬ 
ther  fome  of  the  Remains  of  the  fcatter’d  Ar¬ 
my,  and  fortified  himfelf  in  the  IJle of  Axholme  in 
Lincolnjhire ,  whither  great  Numbers  of  thofe 
who  were  attainted  in  the  laft  AiTembly  of 
the  States,  reforted  to  them.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Queen  and  her  Son  Prince  Edmund 
arriv’d  from  France ,  where  they  had  refided 
ever  fince  the  Battle  of  Lewes ,  The  Royal 
Family  having  fpent  fome  Time  in  mutual 
Congratulations,  and  Rejoycings  for  their 
Deliverance  from  fo  formidable  a  Rebellion, 
Prince  Edward  march’d  againft  Simon  Mont¬ 
fort  and  his  Accomplices,  who  (food  upon 
their  Defence  in  the  IJle  of  Axholme ,  and  in  a 
fbort  time  oblig’d  them  to  furrender,  on 
Condition  of  being  pardon’d  as  to  Life  and 
Limbs,  and  as  to  the  Forfeiture  of  their 
Eftates,  the  King,  of  the  Romans  and  Prince 
Edward ,  were  to  make  them  fuch  Allowances  : 
as  they  faw  fit.  Simon  Montfort  being  brought  1 
before  the  King,  his  Majefty  was  enclin’d  to  ' 
have  reflor’d  him  his  Eftate  at  the  Intercefii-  ; 
on  of  the  King  of  the  Romans ,  who  declar’d  •; 


that  the  Garrifon  of  Kennelwortb  after  the 
Battle  of  Lewes  would  have  murder’d  him 
if  Montfort  had  not  prevented  it  at  the  Ha¬ 
zard 
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zard  of  his  own  Life.  Bat  here  the  Earl  of  iz66- 
Gloucefter  interpofing,  and  declaring  his  Dif-  '-'“'V'SS 
fatisfadion  at  the  reftoring  this  Gentleman 
to  favour,  the  King  rather  than  difoblige 
fo  popular  a  Nobleman,  to  whom  he  had 
been  lately  fo  much  oblig’d,  let  Montjort 
know,  that  it  was  neceflary  he  fhould  quit 
the  Kingdom,  but  affign’d  him  a  Penfion  of 
five  hundred  Marks,  per  Ann.  with  which  he 
feem’d  fatisfied,  but  not  ’ong  after  put  him-  He  i0!ns 
felf  at  the  Head  of  the  Barons  of  the  Cinque-  ofethgrons 
Ports,  and  in  a  pyratical  Manner  plunder’d  cinque- 
all  Ships  that  came  in  his  way.  Whereupon  Ports,  and 
Prince  Edward  march’d  into  Kent ,  in  order  p“™sfe 
to  reduce  the  Cinque-Ports  to  their  Duty, 
but  upon  his  offering  them  a  Pardon  and  a  The 
Confirmation  of  their  Liberties,  they  fubmit-  p^u^b. 
ted,  and  recall’d  their  Ships  that  were  abroad.  mjt. 

The  difaffeded  Barons  continu’d  ftill  in  Arms 
in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  but  were 
moft  of  them  fubdued  in  a  little  time,  except 
a  Body  of  them,  who  had  fortified  therm 
felves  in  the  IJle  of  Ely ,  and  the  Garrifon  of 
Kennelworth-Catfle ,  which  underwent  incre¬ 
dible  Hardfhips  in  Expedation  of  being  rer 
liev’d  by  Simoft  Montfort,  This  Caftle  held  Keml~ 
out  a  Siege  of  fix  Months,  the  Garrifon  re- 
fus’d  to  furrender  till  all  their  Provifions  re 
were  fpent,  and  they  were  almoft  famifh’d. 

At  their  marching  out  the  King’s  Troops 
were  amaz’d,  that  Men  who  were  fo  weak 
and  emaciated  for  want  of  Food,  fhould 
ftand  upon  their  Defence  fo  long  •,  but  the 
'Truth  is,  they  were  commanded  by  fome 
of  the  Barons  who  were  the  King’s  moft  in- 
’veterate  Enemies,  and  expeding  little  fa-, 
wour,  therefore  were  determin’d  to  have 
iperifh’d  in  the  Place,  rather  than  have  fur- 

O  2  render’d. 
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1266.  render’d  at  all,  if  they  could  have  infpir’d 
their  T roops  with  the  fame  defperate  Senti¬ 
ments. 

Upon  the  Redudlion  of  Kennel-worth  the 
War  was  look’d  upon  to  be  in  a  manner  fi- 
nifh’d,  whereupon  the  King  and  the  Barons 
affembled  there  in  order  to  bring  things  to  a 
happy  Settlement,  after  fo  many  Years  of 
The  A-  Confufion,  appointed  twelve  Bifhops  and  Ba- 
ward^of  rons  to  confider  of  the  State  of  Affairs,  and 
how  fuch  Perfons  as  had  forfeited  their  Eftates 
by  being  in  Arms  againft  the  King,  fhould 
be  dealt  with,  whofe  Determinations  are  ufu- 
ally  call’d  Dictum  de  Kennelworth ,  the  Award 
made  at  Kennelworth  •,  and  fome  Writers  af¬ 
fect  to  denominate  them,  Phe  Statutes  of  Ken - 
nelworth ,  infinuating  they  were  made  at 
a  Parliament  held  there,  and  conltituted  af¬ 
ter  the  manner  our  prefent  Parliaments  are  * 
whereas  it  appears  from  the  Inftrument  it 
felf,  there  was  not  one  Commoner  concern’d 
in  making  the  Award.  The  Names  of  the 
twelve  Lords  to  whom  thefe  Matters  were 
referr’d,  are,  William  Bifhop  of  O-xon,  W* 
of  Bath  and  Wells ,  H.  Worcejler ,  and  Mene- 
ven,  Bifhops ;  Gilbert  de  Clare  Earl  of  Glou- 
cefter ,  Humphry  Earl  of  Hereford ,  Philip 
Bajfet ,  John  Baylojf. \  Robert  Walop ,  Alein  de 
la  Zouch ,  Roger  de  Sommer y\  and  Warren  de 
Bafyngburne ,  and  they  are  faid  to  be  affented 
to  by  Cardinal  Qttobone  the  Pope’s  Legate, 
and  that  Nobleman,  H.  de  Almaine ,  (King 
Richard's  Son)  as  may  be  feen  in  Roftals  Sta¬ 
tutes ,  Ann.  51.  Hen.  III.  p.  12. 

Thefe  twelve  Lords  awarded,  that  no  Per- 
fon  fhould  be  difinherited  or  depriv’d  of  his 
Eftate  for  his  Oppofition  to  the  King,  but 
£ aqh  Man  fhould  be  fin’d  according  to  the  Na¬ 
ture 
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ture  of  his  Offence  •,  nor  fhould  any  be  fin’d  1266. 
but,  1.  Thofe  who  began  the  War  and  ftill 
continu’d  in  Arms.  2.  Thofe  that  were 
againft  the  King  at  the  Battle  of  Chefter. 

3.  Thofe  that  wilfully  and  malicioufly  de¬ 
fended  Northampton  againft  the  King. 

4.  Thofe  that  were  taken  at  Kennelworth . 

5.  Thofe  that  were  taken  at  Evejham. 

6.  Thofe  who  wilfully  and  uncompell’d  fent 
Aid  againft  the  King  or  his  Son  7.  The 
Bayliffs  and  Officers  of  the  Earl  of  Leicejler , 
who  robb’d  their  Neighbours,  and  procur’d 
Manflaughter,  Houfe-burnings,  and  other 
Evils  to  be  done.  Thefe  laft  were  Awarded 
to  pay  five  Years  Revenues  of  their  Lands 
befides  their  Ranloms,  and  then  were  to  have 
their  Lands  reftor’d,  and  they  were  permit¬ 
ted  to  fell  or  mortgage  part  of  their  Lands 
to  pay  their  Fines.  Knights  and  Efquires 
who  had  adted  the  part  of  Robbers  during 
the  Wars,  were  Awarded  to  pay  half  their 
Goods  if  they  had  no  Lands,  and  give  Se¬ 
curity  to  keep  the  Peace.  Thofe  who  had 
no  Eftates  or  Effedts  were  to  find  Sureties  to 
keep  the  Peace,  and  do  fuch  Penances  as  the 
Church  ffiou’d  enjoin.  Thofe  who  were  on  the 
King’s  fide  before  the  Battle  of  Lewes ,  and 
had  fincei  taken  part  againft  him,  were  left 
to  the  King’s  Pleafure.  Thofe  who  were  not 
fatisfied  with  this  Ordinance  were  left  at  Li¬ 
berty  to  appeal  to  the  Courts  of  Law.  And 
it  was  recommended  to  the  King  to  reward 
thofe  who  had  been  faithful  to  him  out  of  the 
Ranfoms.  It  was  provided  alfo,  that  the 
King,  the  Pope’s  Legate,  and  Henry  of  Al~ 
mainey  ( Son  of  the  King  of  the  Romans ) 
fhould  eledt  twelve  Perfons  to  fee  this  Award 
duely  executed.  And  it  was  further  pro- 
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tz66.  vided,  that  all  who  had  been  compell’d  to 
l/'V'NJ  take  up  Arms  againft  the  King,  or  forc’d  to 
furnifh  the  King’s  Enemies  with  Provifions » 
and  all  impotent  Perfons,  fhould  be  par¬ 
don’d  and  indemnified.  And  it  was  Award¬ 
ed,  that  thofe  Barons  who  poflefs’d  Caftles 
which  were  dangerous  to  the  Government, 
fhould  accept  an  Equivalent  for  them.  The 
Family  of  the  Montfort* s  were  left  to  the 
King’s  Pleafure.  And  it  was  Awarded  that 
the  Earl  Ferris ,  the  King’s  moil  violent  Op- 
pofer,  fhould  pay  feven  Years  value  of  his 
Lands.  All  the  Garrifon  of  the  Caftle  of 
Kennelworth  were  to  be  indemnified,  except 
Henry  de  Haftings ,  and  thofe  who  maim’d  the 
King’s  Mefienger,  (by  cutting  off  his  Hand) 
when  he  was  fent  to  lummon  the  Caftle,  and 
thefe  were  to  fuffer  feven  Years  imprifonment 
or  abide  the  King’s  Pleafure. 

All  who  refus’d  to  obey  this  Award  or 
obey  the  Judgment  of  his  Peers  were  Award¬ 
ed  to  forfeit  their  Lands,  remain  difinherited, 
and  deem’d  Enemies  to  the  King.  And  all 
who  were  in  Prifon  were  to  be  admitted  to 
Bail.  And  laftly,  all  Men  were  ftridlly  re¬ 
quir’d  to  keep  the  Peace,  and  not  attempt 
to  revenge  themfelves,  on  account  of  any 
thing  that  had  happen’d  during  the  Wars. 

Teoven  and  proclaim'd  in  the  Caftle  of 
Kennelworth,  the  Day  before  the  Ka¬ 
lends  of  November,  A.  D.  1266,  in 
the  51ft  Tear  of  Hen.  III. 

From  whence  it  is  evident,  that  the  Caftle 
of  Kennelworth  was  actually  in  the  King’s 
Hands  at  the  time  of  making  this  Award, 
tho’  Rapin  ridiculoufly  imagines  and  affirms, 
that  it  was  made  during  the  Siege.  It  is  very 
evident,  that  he  never  faw  this  Award,  or 
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eife  endeavoured  to  conceal  it,  leaft  it  lhou’d  1 26 6. 
difcover  his  notorious  Partiality  and  Difin- 
genuity  in  declaring.  That  the  King  refus’d 
to  reftore  the  Eftates  of  fuch  Barons  as  had 
appear’d  in  Arms  againft  him,  when  this 
Award  was  made  for  that  very  Intent. 

Not  long  after  the  making  of  this  Award,  The  Eaif 
the  Earl  of  C  loucejler,  to  the  great  Surprize  of  G!°ucfJ 
of  the  Royal  Family,  withdrew  from  Court  Arrevots 
m  difguft,  entering  into  a  Confederacy  with 
Lewellin  Prince  of  Wales,  and  feveral  of  the 
difaffected  Barons.  The  Reafon  whereof  he 
pretended  was,  becaufe  the  King  did  not  re¬ 
ftore  the  Eftates  of  thofe  who  had  been  in 
Arms  againft  him,  as  had  been  awarded,  tho’ 
it  was  impoflible  this  cou’d  be  done  in  an 
Inftant  •,  and  it  is  extremely  probable  the 
true  Reafon  of  this  fecond  Revolt  was,  becaufe 
he  did  not  think  himfelf  rewarded  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  great  Services  he  had  done  the 
Crown.  The  King  immediately  fent  two 
Noblemen  after  him  to  difcover  his  Intenti¬ 
ons,  and  offer  him  any  Satisfadtion  ;  before 
whom  he  folemnly  made  Oath,  that  he  wou’d 
never  take  up  Arms  againft  the  King,  and 
therefore  the  Court  might  be  very  eafy.  Not- 
withftanding  which,  while  the  King  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  reduce  the  Malecontents  in  the 
Ifle  of  Ely ,  the  Earl  of  Gloucejler  affembled 
an  Army,  and  march’d  up  to  London  •,  and 
being  join’d  by  the  Citizens,  oblig’d  the 
Pope’s  Legate,  who  was  in  the  Lower,  to 
furrender  it  into  his  Hands.  Which  fo  alarm’d 
the  King,  that  he  fent  Difpatches  to  the 
Prince,  who  had  juft  fupprefs’d  an  Infurre&i- 
on  in  the  North,  to  join  him  \  and  they 
march’d  with  all  Expedition  with  their  united 
Forces  to  London .  The  Earl  of  Gloucejler 

did. 
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1267.  did  expeft  that  many  of  the  Barons  wou’d 
have  join’d  him  ;  and  then  perhaps  he  wou’d 
have  plaid  the  fame  Game  that  Leicefier  had 
done  before  him  :  But  whether  they  fufpedted 
his  Defign,  or  were  weary  of  the  Miferies  of 
a  Civil  War,  he  found  himfelf  very  ill  fecond- 
ed  in  his  Attempt,  and  therefore  thought  fit 
Hefubmits  to  propofe  a  Treaty  ;  which  being  accepted, 
and  is  par-  he  obtain’d  a  Pardon  for  himfelf  and  the  Citi- 
dond,  zens  0p  ]^on^oni  on  their  promifing  to  lay 
down  their  Arms,  and  take  the  Oaths  to  the 
Government,  which  they  had  done  but  a  very 
little  before  the  laft  Infurredtion,  as  well  as 
their  General  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter.  Which 
fhews  how  very  little  Oaths  are  to  be  depended 
on.  But  the  Government,  no  doubt,  was 
very  glad  to  put  an  end  to  this  new  Infurrefti- 
on,  under  fo  popular  a  Leader,  without 
Bloodfhed  ;  tho’  they  did  not  think  fit  to 
truft  entirely  to  the  Earl’s  Oath  at  this  time, 
but  oblig’d  him  to  find  Ten  Thoufand  Marks 
Security  for  his  peaceable  Behaviour,  and 
fuch  further  Security  as  the  Pope  Ihould 
award. 

The  Wdjh  Lewellin  Prince  of  Wales  made  his  Peace 
and  the  ,  about  the  fame  time,  and  had  part  of  his 
Malecon-  Territories  reftor’d  him  on  his  paying  the 
Ifl^of1  Ely  King  Thirty  Thoufand  Pounds.  And  now  1 
make  their  the  Malecontents  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  having  no 
Peace,  Expectations  of  Relief,  thought  fit  to  fur-!. 
ar^End'to  ren^cr  to  t^ie  Prince  before  they  were  reduc’d  f 
the  War.  to  Extremity,  on  a  Promife  of  Pardon  as  to 1 
their  Life  and  Limbs.  Which  put  a  final 1 
Period  to  thefe  Civil  Wars,  which  had  con-1 
tinu’d  five  Years,  and  are  ufually  ftil’d 1 
*The  Barons  IVars. 

On  the  Conclufion  of  the  War,  the  King, 
for  the  Satisfaction  of  his  Subjects,  and  to  re-11 
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move  every  Occafion  of  Complaint  that  might  1 268- 
induce  them  to  have  recourfe  to  Arms  again, 
fummon’d  an  Affembly  of  the  Barons  to  meet  tute  of 
at  Marleborough,  as  well  thofe  of  the  higher  as  Marlebo- 
lower  EJlate  which  fome  have  interpreted  rou&' 
Lords  and  Commons,  tho’  it  is  much  more 
probable  that  by  it  is  meant  only  the  Barons 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  fuch  other  Te¬ 
nants  of  the  Crown  as  held  in  Capite ,  but  were 
not  poffefs’d  of  fo  many  Knights  Fees  as  con- 
fiituted  a  Barony.  But  however  that  be,  the 
King  in  this  Affembly  voluntarily  confirm’d 
the  Statutes  of  Magna  Charta  and  the  Forefi 
Charter ,  and  reviv’d  the  antient  Laws  in 
relation  to  the  determining  the  Subjects  Rights 
and  Poffeffions  •,  particularly  he  enacted,  that 
the  Great  Men  fhou’d  not  make  Diftreffes  or 
Seizures  at  their  Pleafure,  and  take  upon 
them  to  do  themfelves  Juftice,  as  had  been 
practis’d  in  the  late  Times  of  Confufion  :  But 
that  every  Man’s  Right  fhou’d  be  determin’d 
in  the  Courts  of  Law  •,  that  People  fhou’d  not 
feize  on  E Fates  they  pretended  a  Right  to  by 
Force,  but  wait  till  they  were  put  into  Pof- 
feffion  of  them  by  the  Sheriffs  and  other  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Crown,  in  a  regular  and  lawful 
way  •,  with  feveral  other  Articles,  tending  to 
render  the  People  quiet  and  eafiy  in  their  Pof¬ 
feffions. 

The  Nation  enjoying  a  perfett  Peace,  the  P .EJ-ward 
Princes  Edward  and  Edmund,  the  Earls  °f 
Warwick  and  Pembroke ,  with  abundance  more  t \^udy 
of  all  Orders  and  Degrees,  took  upon  them  the  Land. 
Crofs,  on  the  Pope’s  Legate  Ottobone’ s  repre- 
fenting  how  miferable  the  State  of  the  Chrifti- 
ans  in  the  Holy  Land  was  at  this  Time,  and 
the  Danger  of  their  being  driven  from  thence 
by  the  Infidels. 

Vo  l  XVIL  P  Prince 
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1268.  Prince  Edward  underftanding  that  Lewis 
the  French  King  was  enclin’d  to  join  with  him" 
in  the  Expedition  to  the  Holy-Land ,  went 
over  to  France  to  concert  Meafures  for  their 
p .Edward  intended  Expedition,  where  he  mortgag’d  his 
mortgages  jyutcfoy  0f  Guienne  for  Thirty  Thoufand 
the  Trench  Marks  to  Lewis ,  to  enable  him  to  provide 
his  Share  of  Troops  and  other  Necelfaries  for 
that  Undertaking.  Richard  King  of  the 
Romans  having  made  a  Voyage  to  Germany , 
return’d  from  thence  about  the  fame  time, 
with  his  Wife  Beatrix ,  the  Daughter  of  Theo- 
drick ,  a  German  Nobleman,  whom  he  had 
married  juft  before  m  that  Country.  And 
now  all  the  Royal  Family  being  at  Court,- 
King  Henry  fummon’d  the  dignify’d  Clergy 
and  Barons  to'aflift  at  the  removing  of  the 
Body  of  St.  Edward ,■  and  placing  it  in  a 
Shrine  of  Gold  adorn’d  with  precious  Stones  y 
which  was  done  with  great  Solemnity,  King 
Henry ,  with  the  King  of  the  Romans ,  and 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  carrying  it  on  their 
Shoulders. 

P  .Edward  Soon  after  this  Ceremony,  Prince  Edward 
embarks  ^ith  his  Wife,  the  Princefs  Eleanor ,  and  the 
hand  °y  re^-  °f  Nobility  and  People  who  had  taken 
on  them  the  Crofs,  embark’d  for  the  Holy 
Land ,  and  arriv’d  in  Sicily ,  where  he  propos’d 
to  Winter,  and  wait  for  the  King  of  France , 
who,  inftead  of  failing  to  the  Holy  Land ,  was 
gone  to  chaftize  the  Infidels  near  Funis  on  the 
Coaft  of  Africa.  Hither  Prince  Edward  came 
to  him,  and  found  him  engag’d  in  a  Treaty' 
with  the  Moors.  Whereupon  the  Prince  re~ 
turn’d  to  Sicily,  in  Expectation  the  French 
King  wou’d  have  follow’d  him  in  a  little? 
time  ;  but  the  Plague  foon  after  broke  out 
among  the  French  Troops,  and  deftroy’d  the 
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King  himfelf,  and  moft  of  his  Army,  Of  i?7o. 
-which  Prince  Edward  receiving  Advice,  and 
being  difluaded  from  profecuting  his  Voyage 
now  he  had  loft  his  chief  Support,  he  declar’d, 

*tis  faid,  That  he  wou’d  perform  his  Vow, 
tho*  he  fhou’d  be  abandoned  by  ail  about  him : 

And  foon  after  took  Shipping,  and  arriv’d 
in  Paleftine  near  the  City  of  Aeon  \  which 
being  then  befxeg’d  by  the  Infidels,  he  drove  He  relieve^ 
them  from  before  it,  and  reliev’d  the  Town,.  Acon- 
He  afterwards  brifkly  purfu’d  the  Infidel 
Troops  from  place  to  place  with  his  little 
Army,  giving  them  no  Reft  j  which  put  them 
upon  endeavouring  to  take  him  off  by  Afiaffi- 
nation.  Accordingly  they  fent  aVilJain,  who.  He  is 
ynder  pretence  of  propofing  a  Treaty,  goc^°u"ne‘ 
Admiffion  to  his  Quarters  ;  and  drawing  a 
poyfon’d  Dagger,  in  order  to  have  kill’d  him, 
the  Prince  by  good  Fortune  faw  it,  and 
parry’d  the  Thruft  with  his  Arm  ;  and  the 
Man  attempting  to  thruft  at  him  a  fecond 
time,  the  Prince  knock’d  him  down,  and 
kill’d  him  with  his  own  Weapon,  but  in  the 
Encounter  was  (lightly  wounded  in  the  Arm  j 
however,  the  Poyfon  render’d  the  Cure  very- 
doubtful  j  and  it  is  related  by  fome,  to  the 
Honour  of  his  Wife  the  Princefs  Eleanor ,  that 
ftie  fuck’d  the  Poyfon  from  the  Wound,  an<| 
fav’d  his  Life.  I  fhou’d  have  remember’d, 
that  while  Prince  Edward  lay  in  Sicily,  being 
apprehenfive  that  Philip  the  young  French 
King  might  have  fome  Defigns  againft  his 
Dutchy  of  Guienne ,  he  difpatch’d  his  Coufin 
Henry ,  Son  of  the  King  of  the  Romans,  thither, 
to  put  that  Dutchy  in  a  Pofture  of  Defence. 

Henry,  in  his  Paffage  thro’  Italy,  coming  to 
Viterbo  in  the  Pope’s  Dominions,  went  into 
9  Church  to  perform  his  Devotions,  whither 
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he  was  follow’d  by  Simon  and  Guy  Montfort „ 
Sons  of  the  late  Earl  of  Leicefter ,  who  then 
refided  in  that  City  *,  and  while  Prince  Henry 
was  kneeling  there  before  the  High  Altar, 
they  fell  upon  him  with  their  Swords  and 
murder’d  him,  in  Revenge,  as  they  pretended, 
for  the  Death  of  their  Father  and  Brother, 
who  were  kill’d  at  the  Battle  of  Evejham , 
tho’  it  is  very  certain  Henry  was  not  in  that 
Battle.  The  Pope,  and  feveral  other  Italian 
Princes,  iffued  their  Orders  for  purfuing  and 
apprehending  the  Murderers,  but  they  made 
their  Efcape  •,  however,  ’tis  faid,  they  dy’d 
miferably  afterwards.  There  are  in  Rymer 
fome  Letters  of  Condolance  from  the  Pope 
and  the  King  of  Sicily  to  Prince  Edzvard  and 
the  Court  of  England  on  this  melancholy  Oc- 
cafion.  Rymer  Fol.  1.  p.  870. 

While  Prince  Edward  remain’d  in  the  Holy 
Land ,  his  Princefs  was  brought  to  Bed  of  a 
Daughter  at  Aeon  or  Acres ,  who  was  from 
thence  call’d  Joan  de  Acres ,  afterwards  mar¬ 
ried  to  Gilbert  Earl  of  Gloucefter  *,  but  the 
Chriflian  Powers  fending  no  Reinforcements 
to  Faleftine ,  and  Prince  Edward’s  Army  being 
very  much  leflen’d  by  Sicknefs  or  the  Sword, 
he  was  content,  after  he  had  remain’d  there 
near  two  Years,  to  conclude  a  Truce  with  the 
Saracens  for  ten  Years,  ten  Months,  and  ten 
Days,  both  Parties  being  to  keep  what  they 
were  refpedlively  in  Poffeffion  of,  foon  after 
which  the  Prince  embark’d  for  England .  We 
meet  with  few  Occurrences  of  any  Moment  in 
England  during  the  Abfence  of  the  Prince, 
unlefs  it  were  the  Death  of  John,  the  eldeit 
Son  of  Prince  Edward ,  and  that  of  Richard 
King  of  the  Romans  in  the  Year  1272,  whole 
Illnefs  is  fuppos’d  to  have  been.  oCcafion’d  by 
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Pis  immoderate  Grief  for  the  Murder  of  his  1272- 
Son  Henry  in  Italy  already  taken  Notice  of.  /  wN 
Richard  was  fucceeded  in  his  Earldom  of 
Cornwal  by  Edmund  his  fecond  Son.  England 
appears  to  have  been  in  perfedt  Tranquility 
the  latter  part  of  this  Reign,  the  Laws  ran  in 
their  ufual  Courfe,  no  Complaints  of  the 
Breach  of  Charters  or  Adis  of  Violence  are 
mention’d  in  any  of  our  Hiftories,  all  re¬ 
main’d  in  a  profound  Calm,  till  the  King  was 
difturb’d  by  a  Quarrel  between  the  Monks  A  n 
and  Citizens  of  Norwich ,  which  arofe  to  that  Nomvkk 
Height,  that  the  Townfmen  plunder’d  the 
Monks  of  their  Plate,  fet  the  Monaftery  on 
Fire,  and  burnt  it  to  the  Ground  ;  at  which 
Ring  Henry  was  fo  offended  that  he  fent  down 
Judge  Trivet  to  try  the  Rioters,  of  whom 
feveral  were  convicted  ;  and  the  King  going 
thither  afterwards  in  Perfon,  order’d  the  Cicy 
to  pay  three  thoufand  Marks  towards  rebuild¬ 
ing  the  Church,  befides  ten  Pounds  in  Gold 
and  an  hundred  Pounds  in  Silver  to  make 
good  the  Plate  that  was  loft.  In  his  Return 
he  was  taken  ill  at  St.  Edmund' s  Bury ,  but 
continu’d  his  Journey  however  with  fome 
'Uneafinefs  to  London ,  where  his  Diftemper 
encreafing  he  made  his  Will,  whereby  he  or¬ 
der’d  his  Debts  to  be  paid,  and  the  reft  of  his 
Goods  to  be  diftributed  among  the  Poor  •,  and 
having  been  confefs’d  receiv’d  Abfolution, 
and  perfornftd  fuch  other  Rites  as  were 
deem’d  proper  for  dying  Perfons  in  thofe 
Days.  Pie  expir’d  on  the  20th  Day  of  No-  £-no, 
■vember  in  the  66th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  the  Hmj&es. 
57th  of  his  Reign,  A.  D.  1272,  and  was  bu¬ 
ried  in  Weftminjler  Ably  near  the  Shrine  of 
Edward  the  ConfeJJbr. 
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King  Henry  was  low  of  Stature,  but  ftrong 
and  well  fet,  one  of  his  Eyes  very  remarka¬ 
ble,  the  Eye-lid  almoft  covering  the  Sight. 
He  does  not  feem  to  be  fo  much  a  weak  as  an 
eafy  Prince,  too  ready  to  be  influenc’d  by 
thofe  about  him,  till  the  latter  End  of  his 
Reign,  when  he  took  the  Reins  of  Govern- 
ment  into  his  own  Hands,  to  the  unfpeaka- 
ble  Happinefs  of  the  Nation,  after  they  had 
been  miferably  harrafs’d  by  a  Variety  of  Fa¬ 
vourites.  Very  unfortunate  it  is  ufually,  both 
for  Prince  and  People,  when  the  Sovereign 
happens  to  be  a  Child,  incapable  of  penetra¬ 
ting  into  the  finifter  Defigns  of  his  Minifters, 
or  of  diftinguifhing  the  real  from  the  pre¬ 
tended  Grievances  of  his  Subjects.  As  Mini¬ 
fters  have  too  often  a  View  to  their  own  In- 
terefts  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Mafters,  fo 
there  will  ever  be  found  pretended  Patriots 
ready  to  lay  hold  of  all  Opportunities,  every 
fpecious  Pretence,  to  advance  their  ambitions 
Projects. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  in  whom  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  Affairs  was  lodg’d  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  Reign,  is  generally  allow’d  to  be 
a  Gentleman  of  great  Abilities  and  Probity, 
equally  concern’d  for  the  Prefervation  of  the 
King’s  Prerogative  and  the  Privileges  of  the 
People,  which  were  great  Inducements  to  the 
Barons  to  defert  Lewis  of  France  and  fubmit 
to  their  natural  Sovereign  •,  but  the  Nation 
had  enjoyed  little  Fruit  from  the  Peace  the 
Earl  was  fo  Inftrumental  in  procuring  before 
fie  dy’d,  and  was  fucceeded  |n  the  Admini- 
llration  by  the  Bifhop  of  fflinchefter  and  Hu¬ 
bert,  the  Chief  Jufticiary.  The  Bifhop  being 
a  Foreigner,  Hubert  foon  found  Means  to  dif- 
roifs  him  from  the  Helm3  and  take  the  Go¬ 
vernment 
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rernm'ent  of  the  Kingdom  entirely  into  his 
awn  Hands,  and  the  Nation  might  have 
been  happy  during  his  Miniftry  if  the  Barons 
had  not  entertain’d  fuch  Prejudices  againft 
him  on  account  of  his  having  adher’d  fo  firm¬ 
ly  to  the  late  King  ;  but  as  he  found  they 
were  perpetually  endeavouring  to  remove  him 
from  the  Poft  he  had  acquir’d,  he  became  no 
lefs  diligent  to  fecure  himfelf  in  it  and  this 
bccafion’d  the  firft  Cornells  between  the 
Court,  or  rather  the  Prime  Minifter  and  the 
Barons  \  for  I  don’t  apprehend  the  real  In- 
terells  either  of  the  King  or  the  Barons  to  be 
trery  much  concern’d  in  the  Matter  at  firft. 
The  Minifter  made  ufe  of  his  Mailer’s  Au¬ 
thority,-  right  or  wrong,  to  keep  himfelf  ire 
the  Saddle  ;  and  fome  of  the  moll  popular 
Barons  clamour’d  at  the  Breach  of  the  Char¬ 
ter  and  the  Tyranny  of  the  Minifter,  chiefly 
with  a  View  of  difplacing  him  and  fucceeding 
him  in  his  Employment  y  and  we  find  they 
did  at  length  run  him  down,  with  the  Affift- 
ance  of  the  difcarded  Bilhop  of  Wtnchefier , 
who  to  their  great  Mortification,  however, 
was  reftor’d  to  the  Poft  of  Prime  Minifter 
again.  This  Prelate  being  a  Foreigner,  ancf 
confcious  it  would  be  more  difficult  for  him 
to  maintain  himfelf  in  the  Adminillration 
than  his  Predecelfor,  who  was  a  Native,  with¬ 
out  a  Handing  Army  of  Foreigners,  imme¬ 
diately  infrnuated  into  the  King  that  he  could 
never  fupport  himfelf  on  the  Throne  but  by 
difmiffing  the  Englifh  from  all  Civil  and  Mi¬ 
litary  Employments,  and  filling  them  up  with 
his  French  Subjects,  Accordingly  a  Multi¬ 
tude  of  Poittovins  were  immediately  brought 
over,  who  garrifon’d  the  King’s  Callles,  and 
polfefs’d  themfdves  of  all  Places  of  Profit 
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and.  Tnift  in  the  Government,  which  muft  of 
Neceffity  exafperate  the  Enghjh  Nobility, 
and  give  them  juft  Apprehenfions  of  being 
brought  under  a  defpotick  Government. 
Accordingly  we  find  that  they  foon  enter’d 
into  a  Confederacy  to  remove  this  Prelate  and 
the  reft  of  the  Foreigners  from  about  the 
King,  and  never  refted  till  they  had  effected 
it ;  and  had  not  the  Barons  afterwards  carried 
things  too  high,  the  Nation  might  long  have 
enjoy’d  a  State  of  Tranquility  •,  but  the  King 
finding  them  encroach  upon  his  Prerogative, 
refign’d  himfelf  up  to  the  Management  of  the 
Queen’s  Relations  and  Friends,  who  were 
Foreigners  alfo,  and  occafion’d  a  frefh  Com 
federacy  againft  him,  in  which  the  Barons 
would  foon  have  had  the  Advantage  if  the 
Pope  had  not  made  ufe  of  his  Authority  to 
fupport  the  King  againft  them,  in  return  for 
which  we  find  the  King  fuffer’d  the  Pope  to 
pillage  the  Clergy,  and  thereby  made  them 
no  lefs  his  Enemies  than  the  Lay  Nobility, 
t-ho’  they  were  deterr’d  from  expreffing  their 
Refentments  in  the  fame  manner  by  the  dread 
they  lay  under  of  the  Cenfures  of  the  Holy 
See. 

Many  Years  having  been  fpent  in  Contefts 
between  the  King  and  the  Barons,  Simon 
Montfort  Earl  of  Leicester,  a  Foreigner,  who 
had  been  infinitely  oblig’d  by  the  King,  mar¬ 
ried  to  his  Sifter,  and  advanc’d  to  the  higheft 
Employments,  happening  to'  fall  under  the 
Difpleafure  of  the  Court  took  part  with  the 
Barons,  and  pretending  a  mighty  Concern 
for  their  Privileges,  carried  on  a  War  with 
that  Succefs  againft  the  King  that  he  gain’d 
an  abfolute  Yiftory  over  him,  making  his 
Majefty  and  moft  of  the  Royal  Family  Pri- 
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Toilers ;  after  which  he  affum’d  a  more  defipo- 
tick  Power  than  ever  any  King  of  England 
enjoy’d,  for  a  Year  and  upwards,  when  Prince 
Edward  making  his  Efcape,  and  being  join’d 
by  the  Barons  who  were  weary  of  Leicefter' s 
Tyranny,  defeated  him  in  a  General  Battle, 
in  which  he  and  his  eldeft  Son  loft  their  Lives, 
and  the  King  obtain’d  his  Liberty.  Not  long 
after  the  reft  of  Leicejier's  Party  were  entirely 
fubdued  ;  and  from  henceforward  we  find  the 
King  governing  his  Subjects  with  the  greateft 
Juftice  and  Goodnefs,  and  the  Barons  paying 
him  all  due  Submilfion  without  once  attempt¬ 
ing  to  difturb  his  Government,  tho’  there 
were  no  (landing  Forces  maintain’d  to  keep 
them  in  awe.  The  King  had  learnt  that  the 
Affections  of  his  Subjects  were  his  greateft 
Security,  and  the  Barons  were  no  longer  to  be 
impos’d  on  by  the  Artifices  of  pretended  Pa¬ 
triots  to  difturb  the  Peace  of  their  Country  ; 
fo  that  whatever  Errors  might  have  been 
committed  either  by  the  King  or  the  Barons 
in  the  former  part  of  this  Reign,  the  Evening 
6f  it  was  extremely  Serene  and  Glorious. 
The  King  exercis’d  his  juft  Prerogatives,  and 
the  People  thought  them  Lives  happy  under 
his  Adminiftration  now  he  was  no  longer  un¬ 
der  the  Influence  of  Favourites.  , 

1  As  to  other  Parts  of  this  Prince’s  Cha¬ 
racter,  he  is  allow’d  on  all  hands  to  have 
been  very  Devout,  Chafte  and  Charitable  ; 
and  fo  Compaflionate  and  Merciful,  that  he 
never  put  any  one  Man  to  Death  in  this  long 
1  Reign,  notwithftanding  the  frequent  Infur- 
|  reCtions  in  it  againft  his  Government,  for  any 
Crime  committed  againft  his  Perfon  or  Au¬ 
thority  ;  nor  do  I  find  that  any  were  punifh’d 
by  Lofs  of  Limbs  or  other  cruel  Sentences 
Vol.  XVII.  CL  after 
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after  the  King  came  of  Age,  very  few  by 
Imprifonment,  and  even  thefe  were  releas’d 
on  finding  Sureties  to  keep  the  Peace.  Add 
to  this  the  Equity  of  his  Adminiftration  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  Reign,  and  it  will  en- 
cline  us  to  believe,  that  if  he  at  any  time 
extended  his  Prerogatives  to  the  Prejudice  of 
his  Subjects,  the  Matter  was  fo  difguis’d  by 
the  Artifices  of  defigning  Minifters,  that  he 
really  thought  he  was  purfuing  his  juft  Rights, 
or  that  the  Defence  of  himfelf  and  his  Friends 
requir’d  he  fhould  ad  as  he  was  advis’d  by 
thole  about  him. 

Tho’  he  was  the  eldeft  Son  of  John  the 
preceding  King,  there  are  fome  who  difpute 
his  Title,  becaufe  Eleanor  the  Daughter  of 
Jeffery  his  Father’s  eldeft  Brother  was  living 
at  his  Aceeflion  •,  tho’  if  it  be  admitted  that 
his  Father  had  a  good  Title  by  the  Appoint¬ 
ment  of  his  Brother  King  Richard ,  the  Title 
of  this  Prince  who  was  Heir  to  his  Father 
mull  alfo  be  good :  However  the  Princefs 
Eleanor  dying  in  the  25th  Year  of  his  Reign, 
from  that  time  at  leaft  he  muft  be  admitted 
into  the  Number  of  the  King’s  dejure. 

He  married  Eleanor  the  fecond  Daughter 
and  Coheir  of  Raymond  Berengar  Earl  of 
Provence ,  by  whom  he  had  Ilfue,  1.  Edward 
his  eldeft  Son,  who  fucceeded  him.  2.  Ed¬ 
mund  his  fecond  Son,  firnam’d  Crofdd  or 
Crouch0 d-hack,  afterwards  Earl  of  Lancajler , 
and  from  whom  the  Houle  of  Lancafter  de¬ 
riv’d  their  Title,  pretending  that  this  Edmund 
was  the  eldeft  Son  of  Henry  III.  He  had 
three  other  Sons  who  died  in  their  Infancy, 
and  three  Daughters  by  Queen  Eleanor ,  viz. 
Margaret ,  afterwards  married  to  Alexander 
King  of  Scotland ,  Beatrice  married  to  John 
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Duke  of  Bretagne ,  and  Katherine  who  died 
Young. 

The  firft  Piece  of  Gold  coin’d  in  England 
was  in  the  forty-firft  Year  of  this  Reign,  being 
of  the  Weight  of  two  Sterlings,  and  order’d 
to  pafs  for  twenty  Shillings. 

Tryals  by  Fire  and  Water  Ordeal  were  a- 
bolifh’d  in  this  Reign,  as  appears  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Ad:  of  State.  Rymer  Vol.  I.  p.  228. 

De  Judicio  Ignis  ft?  Aquce. 

Rex  d ileitis  ft?  fideltbus  J'uis  Philippa  de  Ulle-  A.  D. 
tot  &  SQcijs  fuis  Jufticiaris  itiner antibus  in  Co-  1219.  A. 
mitatibus  Cumberland ,  Weftmerland ,  ft?  Can-  3-  Hen-  3- 
caftrice ,  Salutem. 

Quia  dubitatum  fuit  ft?  non  determinatum  ante  Pat-  3. 
inceptionern  itineris  veftri  quo  judicio  deducendi H-  3- 
Junt  illi  qui  reltati  funt  de  latroeinio ,  murdro , 
incendio  ft?  hijs  fmilibus  cum  prohibitum  fit  per 
Ecclejiam  Romanam  judicium  Ignis  ft?  Aquce 
provifum  eft  a  concilio  noftro  ad  prcefens  ut  in  hoc 
itinere  veftro  fic  fiet  de  reel  at  is  de  hujufmodi  ex- 
cejfbus. 

Videlicet  quod  illi  qui  reltati  funt  de  criminibus 
preediliis  majoribus  ft?  de  eis  habeatur  fufpicio 
quod  culpabiles fnt  de  eo  unde  reclati  funt  de  qui- 
bus  etiam  licet  Regnum  noftrum  abjurarent  adhuc 
fufpicio  effet  quod  poftea  malefacerent ,  teneantur 
m  Prifona  nojlra  ft?  falvo  cuftodiantur ,  it  a  quod 
non  incurrant  periculum  vitce  ft?  membrorum  oc~ 
cafone  Prifonce  noftree , 

Illi  vero  qui  medijs  Criminibus  rectati  fuerint 
ft?  quibus  competeret  judicium  Ignis  vel  Aquce  ft 
non  effet  prohibitum  ft?  de  quibus  fi  regnum  no¬ 
ftrum  abjurent  nulla  fuerit  poftea  male  faciendi 
fufpicio  Regnum  noftrum  abjurent. 

Illi  vero  qui  minoribus  reltati  fuerint  criminu 
bus  nec  de  eis  fuerit  malt  Jufpicio  falvo s  ft?  Jecuros 
Qft  2  plegios: 
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plegios  inveniant  de  fidelitate  &  pace  nofir  a  con - 
fiervanda  £s?  _y7<r  dimitt antur. 

Cum  igitur  nichil  certius  provident  in  hac 
parte  concilium  noftrum  ad  prcejens  relinquimus 
difcretioni  vefitree  hunc  ordinem  prcedidlum  obfier- 
vandum  in  hoc  itinere  vefitro  ut  qui  perfonas  ho- 
minum  formam  dilefti  &  ipfarum  rerum  verita- 
tem  melius  cognofcere  poteritis  hoc  ordine  fecun- 
dnm  difcretiones  &  conficientias  veftras  in  hujuf- 
modi  procedatis. 

Et  in  hujus  rei  tefiiimonium,  &c. 

Pefite  Domino  P.  Winton  apud  Wefitm . 
vicefimo  fiexto  Die  Januarij ,  Anno 
Regni  nofitri  tertio. 

Per  eundem  &  H.  de  Burgo  Jufiticiarium. 

The  King’s  Declaration  that  he  will  fubmit 

'  to  fuch  Regulations  in  the  State  as  Twen¬ 
ty-four  of  the  Barons  fliall  agree  upon 
at  Oxford.  Rymer ,  Vol.  I.  p.  655. 

■j  p  Rex  omnibus ,  &c. 

1258.  42  Noveritis  nos  concejfijfe  Proceribus  &  Magna- 
Hen.  3.  ti})US  Regni  nofitri  juramento  in  animam  nofir  am 
per  Robertum  TValerand  preefitito  quod  per  12 
fideles  de  Concilio  nofitro  jam  eledlos  &  per  alias 
12  fideles  nofitro s  eledtos  ex  parte  procerum  ipfio- 
rum  ( qui  apud  Oxon ’  a  fiefito  Pentecofites  proximo 
futuro  in  unum  menfiem  convenient )  ordinetur 
reElificetur  &  reformetur  Status  Regni  nofitri 
fiecundum  quod  melius  viderint  expedire  ad  hono - 
rem  Dei  &  ad  fidem  noftram  ac  Regni  nofitri 
utilitatem. 

Et  ji  forte  aliqui  eleBorum  ex  parte  nofitra  ab~ 
fientes  fiuerint  liceat  illis  qui  preefientes  fiuerunt  alios 
fiubfitituere  loco  abfientium  &  fimiliter  fiat  ex  parte, 
prcedidlorum  procerum  &  fidelium  nofitrorum . 
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Et  quicquid  per  viginti  quatuor  utrlmque  e- 
lettos  id  fuper  hoc  juratos  vel  majorem  partem 
eorum  circa  hoc  ordinatum  fuerit  inviolabiliter 
obfervabimus  •,  volentes  id  firmiter  ex  nunc  prce- 
dpientes  quod  ah  omnibus  inviolabiliter  obfervetur 
eorum  ordinatio. 

Et  fecuritatem  omnimodam  quam  ipfi  vel  ma¬ 
jor  pars  eorum  ad  hujus  rei  obfervationem  pro- 
viderint  vel  provident  eis  fine  qualibet  contra - 
didlione  plene  faciemus  id  fieri  pro  cur  abimus. 

Proteftamur  etiam  quod  Edwar.dus  filius  nofter 
primogenitus  pnzftito  Sacramento  corporali  per 
litter  as  fiuas  conceffit  quod  omnia  fuperius  exprejfa 
id  conceffa  quantum  in  ipfo  eft  fideliter  id  invi¬ 
olabiliter  obfervabit  id  procurabit  imperpetuum 
obfervari. 

Promiferunt  etiam  Comites  id  Barones  memo- 
rati  quod  expletis  negotijs  fuperius  tadiis  bona  fide 
laborabunt  ad  hoc  quod  auxilium  nobis  commune 
prceftetur  a  Communitate  Regni  noftri. 

In  cujus ,  idc. 

Datum  apud  Weftmonafterium  fecundo 
Die  Maij. 

The  King’s  Declararation  that  he  is  ab- 
folv’d  from  his  Oath,  and  does  not  think 
himfelf  under  any  Obligation  to  obferve 
the  Regulations  made  by  the  Barons  at 
Oxford..  Rymer  Vol.  I.  p.  746, 

Rex  Vicecomiti  Eboracenfi  Salutem . 

Cum  nuper  apud  Oxonium  per  voluntatem 
Baronum  noftrorum  ordinationibus  id  confilijs 
eorum  fuppoffuerimus  nos  id  ftatum  negotiorum 
noftrorum  id  Regni  noftri  fub  quibufdam  condi- 
tionibus  id  promiffionibus  nobis  fattis  qu as  minims 
nobis  obfervarunt . 

Ac 
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Ac  ip  ft  poftmodum  plura  in  prcejudicium  no - 
ftrum  id  depreffionem  potefiatis  Regies  necnon  in 
dampnum  fubditorum  nojlrorum  id  fuorum  at- 
temptare  prcefumpferint  (A  colligationes  inter  fe 
fecerint  qua  in  prcejudicium  id  derogationem 
juris  Regij  id  turbationem  pads  noftrce  cedere 
perpendbms  manifefte:  propter  quod  ex  forma 
mftrce  conceffionis  eis  idterius  ad  obfervationem 
preemifforum  non  tenemur , 

Et  cum  bona  memoria  Alexander  Papa 
fftuartus  nos  ab  obfervatione  did  a  conceffionis 
mftrce  poftmodum  abfolverit :  id  Dominus  Papa 
Urbanus  qui  nunc  eft  ditli  pradecefforis  fui  ad- 
harens  veftigijs  nos  a  juramentis  id  alijs  did  as 
Ordinationes  feu  Statuta  contingentibus  abfolvi 
mandaverit  quod  per  venerabilem  Patrem  Nor- 
•wicenfem  Epifcopum  id  difcretum  Arum  Johan- 
Tiem  Manfel  PhefauP  Eborum  dicli  Mandati  exe- 
cutories  interveniente  infimul  authoritate  venera- 
bilis  Patris  B.  Archiepifc.  ipfarum  Collega  pleni - 
us  eft  denunciatum. 

Nos  poteftate  noftra  Regia  libere  uti  id  fingu- 
lis  tarn  Majoribus  quam  Minoribus  prout  ad  nos 
pertinet  juft  ilia  plenitudinem  exhiberevolentes  tibi 
pracipimus  quod  hac  in  pleno  Comitatu  tuc  id 
per  totam  Ballivam  tuam  publice  facias  denun - 
ciari  id  fcire  facias  univerfitati  C  omit  at  us  pra~ 
didi  quod  cum  omni  fecuritate  id  confidentia 
juftitiam  obtinendi  jus  fuum  tarn  contra  majores 
quam  contra  minores  coram  nobis  id  alibi  autho¬ 
ritate  noftra  profequantur  ;  quia  nulli  eorum  de- 
effe  volumus  in  fuajuftitia  quin  tam  contra  ma¬ 
jores  quam  minores  plenum  juftitiam  vale  ant  ob - 
tinere. 

Libertates  infuper  tam  in  Magna  Charta  no¬ 
ftra  quam  in  Charta  noftra  de  Forefta  contentas 
in  omnibus  plene  volumus  obfervari , 
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Et  ft  forte  contingat  quod  aliqui  in  Belliva 
ua  di^is  colligationibus  adhere  ant  aut  contra, 
us  regalitatis  noftrce  aut  etiam  contra  executio- 
iem  tui  officij  aliquid  attemptare  aut  contra  nos  & 
wnorem  nofirum  pr  a  die  are  aut  populo  fuadere 
ireefumpferit  eos  arreftari  facias  &  cujlodiri  do- 
tec  aliud  a  nobis  fuper  hoc  habueris  in  manda- 
is. 

T'ejle  Rege  apud  IVeftm.  fecundo  Die  Maij. 

Eodem  modo  feribitur  fingulis  Vicecomitibus 
per  Angliam. 

Fhe  Award  of  Lewis  the  French  King  be¬ 
tween  King  Henry  III.  and  his  Barons,  in 
Relation  to  the  Regulations  made  at  Ox¬ 
ford.  Rymer ,  Vol.  I.  p.  776. 

Ludovicus  Dei  Gratia  Francorum  Rex  Uni -  A.  D. 
verfis  prefentes  Liter  as  infpeffuris  falutem.  1 264. 

Notum  facimus  quod  cariffvmus  confanguineus 
iofter  Henricus  illufiris  Rex  Anglice  &  Subfcrip-  penes  qN 
'i  Barones  Anglice  in  nos  compromiferunt  prout  mer.  Scac- 
'ontinetur  in  litteris  eorum  infraferiptis.  (After  car' 
yhich  is  recited  the  Submiffion  of  the  King 
ind  the  Barons  to  the  Arbitration  of  Lewis , 
ind  then  follows  the  Award  in  thefe  Words, 
viz.) 

In  Nomine  Patris,  &  Fill] ,  Spiritus 

' andti ,  pr cediclas  Proviftones,  Ordinationesy 
' tatuta ,  &  Obligationes  omnes  quocumque  modo 
enfeantur  &  quidquid  D  eis  vel  occafione  eorum 
ibfecutum  eft  per  Dictum  Noftru?n  feu  Ordina- 
'onem  Noftram  cajfamus  &  irritamus  maxime 
urn  appareat  fummum  Pontificem  eas  per  fuas 
tteras  caffas  £5?  irritas  nunciaffe  Ordinantes 
iod  tarn  dim  us  Rex  quam  Barones  &  alij  qui - 

cumque 
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cumque  prafenti  compromijfo  confenferunt  HA  de 
pradiffis  obfervandis  fe  quoquomodo  aftrinxerunt 
fe  de  eifdem  quietent  penitus  HA  abfolvant. 

Addicimus  etiam  quod  ex  vi  feu  viribus  pra* 
didiarum  P  rovifionum  five  Obligationum  feu  Or- 
dinationum  vel  alicujus  jam  fuper  hoc  conceffia 
poteftatis  a  Rege  nullus  nova  S  taint  a  faciat  neque 
jam  faff  a  teneat  vel  obfervet  nee  propter  non  ob- 
fervantiam  prcsdifforum  debeat  aliquis  alterius  ca- 
pit alis  vel  aliter  inimicus  haberi  vel  pcenam  prop¬ 
ter  hoc  aliquam  fuftinere. 

Decernimus  etiam  quod  omnes  littera  fuper 
pramiffis  provifonibus  id  eorum  occafone  con- 
feffa  irritce  fint  HA  inanes  HA  ordinamus  quod 
ipfi  Regi  Anglia  reftituantur  a  Baronibus  (A 
teddantur. 

Item  dicimus  HA  ordinamus  quod  Caftra  qua- 
cunque  fuerint  tradita  cuftodienda  ad  fecurita- 
tem  feu  occafione  prcsdifforum  HA  adhuc  funt  de- 
tenta  libere  a  diffis  Baronibus  eidem  Regi  red- 
dantur  tenenda  ab  eodem  Rege  fcut  ea  tenebat 
ante  tempus  Di ff arum  P rovifionum. 

Item  dicimus  HA  ordinamus  quod  libere  liceat 
prcediffo  Regi  Capitalem  Jufiiciarum  Cancel- 
larium  Thefaurarium  Confularios  Juftiff  Mi - 
nores  Vicecomites  HA  quofcumque  alios  Officiates 
tic  Minijleriales  Regni  fui  ac  Damns  fua  prafi- 
cere  deftituere  HA  amovere  pro  fua  libito  volun¬ 
tatis  ftcut  faciebat  HA  facere  potef  at  ante  tempus 
provifionum  pradiffarum. 

Item  retraffamus  HA  caffamus  illud  Statutum 
faff  urn  quod  Regnum  Anglia  de  cater o  per  in 
digenas  gubernetur  necnon  ut  exirent  alienigene 
non  reverfuri  exceptis  illis  quorum  moram  fideles 
Regni  communiter  accept arent. 

Ordinantes  per  diffum  noftrum  quod  liceat  a-, 
lienigenis  morari  in  diffo  Regno  fecure  HA  quodl 
Rex  pojfit  alienigenas  HA  indigenas  vocare  fecure 
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td  Confilium  fuum  quos  fibi  viderit  utiles  *  & 
ideles  ficut  facere  poterat  ante  temps  pee- 
iiclnm. 

Item  dicimus  &  ordinanius  quod  dill  us  Rex 
ilen am  poteftatem  &  liberUm  regimen  habeat  in 
Regno  fuo  Q  ejus  pertinentijs  &  fit  in  eo  Statu 
in  ea  plenaria  pteflate  in  omnibus  &  per  om- 
iia  ficut  erat  ante  lempus  pree  dill  urn. 

Nolumus  autem  nec  intendimus  per  prcefentem 
irdinationem  derogart  in  aliquo  Regijs  Privile- 
njs ,  Chartis ,  Libertatibus ,  Statutis ,  &  lauda- 
nlibus  Confuetudinibus  Regni  Angliee  quee 
'.rant  ante  tempus  provifionuin  ipfarum. 

Ordinamus  etidm  quod  idem  Rex  preediHis 
Baronibus  indulgent  &  remittat  omnem  ranco - 
'em  quern  habet  adverfus  eos  occafione  preemijfo- 
e um  &  fmiliter  Barones  eidem  &  quod  unus 
liter  urn  occafione  prcemijforum  de  quibus  in  nos 
ixftitit  compromiffum  per  fe  Vel  per  alium  de 
icetero  non  gravel  in  aliquo  vel  offeiidat. 

;  Hanc  autem  Ordinationem  nofir  dm  feu  DiHum 
hojlrum  protulimus  Ambianis  in  eraftino  beati 
Vincentij  Martyris ,'  Anno  Domini  1263,’  Menfe 
wanuario.  ■ 

\  In  Cujus  rei  teflimonium  prcefentibus  litteris 
nojtrum  apponi  fecimus  Sigillnm. 
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Contains  ihe  Reign  of  Edward  I. 

H  E  Day  after  King  Henry  died,  _  the  li7^ 
Ecclefiaftical  and  Temporal  Nobility  The  Ba- 
fho  were  about  the  Court,  affembled  at  IVeft-  Ion.s.af‘  , 
linfter,  and  caus’d  Edward  his  eldeft  Son  to  [wcaTea‘ 
ie  proclaim’d  King,  after  which  they  fwore  Fealty  to 
realty  to  him  before  the  High  Altar  in  the  Edwpdh 
bby  Chuich,  tho’  they  knew  not  in  what 
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1272.  part  of  the  World  he  was  at  that  time.  Two 
Days  after  they  affembled  again  at  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  where  they  agreed  upon  a  Letter  to  the 
King,  to  acquaint  him  with  his  Father’s 
Death,  and  their  having  fworn  Fealty  to  him, 
and  to  defire  he  would  haften  home,  which 
we  find  in  Rymer^  Vof.  I.  Dated  23 Novem¬ 
ber  >  1272,  being  but  three  Days  after  the 
Death  of  King  Henry. 

It  is  very  probable  that  King  Edward  was 
about  embarking  in  Paleftine ,  in  order  to  re¬ 
turn  to  England,  at  the  very  Inftant  his  Fa- 
Edvjard  ther  died  ;  for  the  firft  News  he  receiv’d  of 
receives  his  being  proclaim’d  King  was  on  his  Arri- 
^•dp^e  val  in  Sicily.  And  here  our  Hiftorians  in  ge- 
ther's  neral  obferve,  that  he  appear’d  much  more 
Death  in  concern’d  at  the  News  of  his  Father’s  Death 
Sicily.  than  of  his  eldeft  Son’s,  which  is  look’d  upon 
as  a  great  Inftance  of  filial  Affiedtion  in  him. 
He  does  not  feem  to  have  been  much  in  hafte 
to  enjoy  the  Crown  he  fucceeded  to,  for  he 
fpent  a  great  deal  of  Time  with  Charles  of 
Anjou  King  of  Sicily 4-  after  which  being  in¬ 
vited  to  Rome  by  Pope  Gregory  X.  who  had 
attended  him  to  the  Holy  Land  in  the  Quali- 
He  goes  ty  of  Legate,  he  went  thither,  and  continu’d 
to  Rome,  in  that  Court  fome  Time.  From  Rome  he 
took  his  Journey  by  Land  through  the 
North- Weft  part  of  Italy ,  palling  over  the 
Alps  •,  and  at  the  Foot  of  the  Mountains  in 
the  Confines  of  Burgundy ,  he  was  met  by 
feveral  of  the  Englijh  Nobility,  Ecclefiaftical 
and  Temporal,  from  whom  having  receiv’d 
an  Account  that  all  was  quiet  at  home,  and 
given  his  Orders  for  the  future  Adminiftrati- 
on  of  Affairs,  he  propos’d  to  vifit  Paris ,  and 
afterwards  pafs  through  the  Weftern  part  .of) 
France ,  to  his-Dutchy  of  Guienne  or  Aquitaim 

But 
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But  while  he  remain’d  in  Burgundy,  he  was  1 272. 
invited,  or  rather  challeng’d,  to  appear  at  a 
Tournament  by  the  Ear!  of  Chaloh ,  a  No¬ 
bleman  who  valu’d  himfelf  much  upon  his 
Strength  and  Addrefs  in  fuch  Engagements ; 
and  the  King,  tho’  he  was  difuaded  from  ac-  He  ex¬ 
cepting  the  Challenge  by  Pope  Gregory  and  g eszBur- 
others,  thought  fit  to  enter  the  Lift's  with  a 
this  bold  Burgundian ,  whom  he  happily  de-  Touma- 
feated ;  and  not  only  'the  King,  it  feems,  but  ment. 
moll  of  the  Nobility  that  met  him  were 
challeng’d  and  attack’d  with  that  Fury,  that 
the  Sport  was  converted  at  length  into  a  real 
Fight,  and  afterwards  obtain’d  the  Name  of 
The  Battle  of  Chalons ,  in  which  the  Englijh 
came  off  vi&orious. 

From  Burgundy  the  King  and  Court  con-  The  King 
tinu’d  their  Journey  to  Paris ,  where  Edward  arrives  at 
did  Homage  to  King  Philip  for  the  Dutchy  ans' 
of  Guienne  or  Aquitain ,  and  was  afterwards 
fplendidly  entertain’d  by  the  French  Court. 

From  Paris  King  Edward  went  to  Bourdeaux ,  1 273. 
the  Capital  City  of  Aquitain ,  where  he  re-  p0m*;s  t0 
ceiv’d  the  Homage  of  his  Vaffals,  and  regu-  our  eaux- 
lated  the  Affairs  of  that  Dutchy,  after  which 
he  embark’d  for  England ,  where  he  arriv’d 
an  the  25th  of  July ,  1274,  being  upwards  1274. 
hf  a  Year  and  a  half  after  the  Deceafe  of  his  He  arrives 
‘Father  *,  but  as  he  travelled  with  his  Queen  m  n&anct' 
ind  Family  through  fo  confiderable  a  "part 
af  the  World,  and  vifited  fo  many  Foreign 
‘Courts  in  his  Return,  the  Voyage  could  not 
well  be  perform’d  in  lefs  time.  During  this 
long  Abfence  there  happen’d  no  Donneftick 
Jars  or  Foreign  War  ;  the  Nation  enjoy’d 
aerfeft  Repofe.  A  Parliament  however, 
tis  faid,  was  fummon’d  about  the  Feaft  of 
5t»  Hilary ,  (the  latter  end  of  January )  after 
R  2  King 


m 


1274. 

CTVXJ 


The  History  of  England, 

King  Henry's  Death,  wherein  there  were  four 
Knights  for  every  Shire,  and  as  many  Citi¬ 
zens  for  every  City  ;  to  which  I  can’t  give  in¬ 
tire  Credit,  becaufe  it  does  not  appear  by 
whom  or  for  what  they  were  fummon’d,  or 
any  Bufinefs  they  tranfabted,  tho’  my  Friend 
Rapin  indeed  guejfes  they  met  to  approve  the 
Meafures  the  Barons  had  taken ;  but  admit¬ 
ting  there  was  fuch  a  Parliament,  it  appears 
evidently  from  this  Account,  that  neither  the 
Number  of  Knights  or  Citizens  to  reprefent 
the  Commons  was  then  fix’d,  having  been 
varied  every  time  fuch  Alfemblies  are  fup- 
pps’d  to  have  met. 

The  King  Soon  after  the  King’s  arrival  he  was 
«nd  Queen  Crown’d  with  his  Queen  at  JVefiminfter ,  by 
crown  .  R0})eri  Jgilwarby  Archbiffiop  of  Canterbury , 
at  which  Ceremony  were  prefent  Eleanor  the 
Queen  Mother,  Alexander  III.  King  of  Scot¬ 
land John  Duke  of  Bretagne ,  with  moil  of 
the  Spiritual  and  Lay-Nobility.  On  this  Oc- 
cafion  five  hundred  great  Horfes  were  let  out 
of  the  King’s  Stables,  and  given  away  to 
thofe  that  could  take  them. 

In  OElober  following  Commiffioners  were 
difpatch’d  into  fhe  feveral  Counties  of  Eng¬ 
land ,  to  enquire  by  a  Jury  of  twelve  Men, 
into  the  Rights  and  Prerogatives  of  theCrown, 
the  Condition  of  the  Demefn  Lands  and 
Royal  Revenues  ;  as  alfo  into  the  Conduct  of 
the  refpebtive  Sheriffs,  Efcheators,  Bayliffs,( 
and  other  Judges  and  Officers  of  the  Crown  5 
to  puniffi  Bribery  and  Corruption,  and  to 
fee  Juftice  duely  adminiftred  to  the  Subjedt  \ 
which  render’d  the  King  exceeding  popular. 
And  thus  having  fettled  his  Domeftick  Af¬ 
fairs,  he  began  to  confider  the  State  of  the 
1  '  -  Nation 
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Nation  in  relation  to  the  Neighbouring  1274. 
Powers.  t/’vTNJ 

1  The  Princes  of  Wales  had  for  fome  time 
acknowledg’d  themfelves  Vaffals,  and  Tribu¬ 
tary  to  the  Crown  of  England ,  notwithftandr 
ing  which  Lewellin  the  prefent  Prince  refus’d  Le-wdlm 
to  attend  King  Edward's  Coronation  ;  either  refutes  to 
he  was  forming  Projects  for  recovering  his  do  Ho' 
Independancy,  or  dreaded  the  King’s  Relent-  the  Crown 
ment,  as  he  was  -confcious  of  the  Mifchief  of  E tig¬ 
ht  had  done  the  Crown  of  England  by  his  la7ui- 
eonftant  adherence  to  the  Barons,  and  fo¬ 
menting  Divifions  between  them  and  their 
Sovereign.  But  however  that  be,  the  King 
order’d  Lewellin  to  be  fummon’d  again  to  do 
Homage  for  that  Principality,  and  upon  his 
difobeying  it,  he  was  fummon’d  a  third  and  a  1275- 
fourth  time,  but  he  ftill  refus’d  to  appear  un- 
lefs  the  King  would  give  him  his  eldeft  Son, 
the  Chancellor,  and  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter  as 
Hoftages  or  Pledges  for  his  Security,  Which 
Demand  provoked  the  King  fo  highly,  that 
he  determin’d  to  invade  the  Principality  of 
Wales ,  and  reduce  that  Prince  within  the 
Bounds  of  his  Duty.  But  before  he  enter’d 
upon  that  W ar,  he  procur’d  Lewellin  to  be 
condemn’d  for  his  Contempt  in  not  appear-^ 
ing,  in  an  Afiembly  of  the  Barons  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

About  the  fame  time  the  Statute  of  Weftm.  I.  The  Sta- 
was  made,  containing  feveral  good  Laws  for  tute  of 
the  better  Government  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
determining  private  Rights.  The  Preamble  ^  ma  f 
recites,  that  it  was  made  at  Weftminfter  by 
the  King’s  Council,  with  the  Afient  of  the 
Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  Priors,  Earls, 

Barons,  and  all  the  Commonalty  of  the 
Land  thither  fummon’d.  See  the  Statute  at 

large 
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large  and  Sir  Edward  Coke's  Inftitutes ,  where 
that  Statute  is  explain’d. 

While  the  King  held  this  Parliament  Tome 
Ships  of  Briftol  took  a  Velfel  bound  from 
France  to  North  Wales ,  on  board  of  which 
was  a  Daughter  of  the  late  Earl  of  Leicefter i 
going  to  confummate  her  Marriage  with 
Lewellin  Prince  of  Wales ,  to  whom  Ihe  was 
contracted,  together  with  her  Brother  Ayme - 
rick.  Thefe  King  Edward  detain’d  at  his  Court 
till  he  Ihould  fee  the  Event  of  the  Weljh  War. 
Whereupon  Lewellin  made  Excurlions  into 
the  Englijh  Marches ,  and  wafted  the  Country, 
which  oblig’d  the  Lords  of  the  Marches  to 
draw  together  their  Troops  and  oppofe  him. 
But  nothing  decifive  happen’d  this  Cam- 
paign. 

The  following  Year  the  King  furnmon’d 
all  the  Barons  to  rendezvous  at  Worcefier  with 
their  Vaftals,  and  becnufe  the  reducing  Lewel¬ 
lin  might  prove  a  Work  of  time,  he  order’d 
the  Courts  of  King’ s-Beneh  and  Exchequer 
to  be  held  at  Shrewjbury ,  near  the  Borders  of 
Wales  -,  after  which  taking  the  Queen  and 
Court  with  him,  he  march’d  at  the  Head  of 
a  numerous  Army  into  the  Country,  having 
caus’d  broad  Ways  to  be  cut  through  the 
thickeft  Woods,  that  his  Armies  might 
march  with  the  greater  Eafe  and  Expedition, 
and  have  a  Communication  with  each  other 
when  they  fhould  be  attack’d,  He  alfo  built 
the  two  Caftles  of  Flint  and  Rutland ,  to  re¬ 
strain  the  Excurfions  of  the  Weljh,  and  ren¬ 
der  the  Borders  more  fecure  j '  after  which  he 
kid  waft  all  the  open  Country,  and  by  his 
Shipping  attack’d  their  Sea-Ports,  and  made, 
himfelf  Mafter  of  the  IJle  of  Angle  fey,  the 
Weljh  retiring  to  the  inacceflible  Mountains 
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of  Snowden ,  From  whence  they  propos’d  to  1277. 
harrafs  the  King’s  Troops  and  cut  off  his  VVXl 
Provifions,  expecting  he  would  be  oblig’d  to 
retire  out  of  their  Country  as  his  Predeceffors 
had  often  done  with  Difhonour.  But  Edward 
had  taken  fuch  Precautions  for  the  fupply- 
ing  his  Army  by  Sea  and  Land,  that  they 
were  in  no  want  of  Provifions ;  while  the 
Multitudes  that  were  fled  to  the  barren  Hills 
of  Snowden  found  it  very  difficult  to  fub- 
fift,  and  at  the  fame  time  faw  their  Houfes 
burnt,  and  their  Eftates  deftroy’d  in  a  ter¬ 
rible  manner,  which  foon  oblig’d  their  Prince 
Lewellin  to  defire  Peace  on  any  Terms.  A  LvwilUa 
Treaty  being  fet  on  Foot  therefore,  he  con-  defires 
fented  to  pay  King  Edward  fifty  thoufand  Peace* 
Pounds  towards  the  Charges  of  the  War: 

To  hold  the  TJle  of  Anglefey  of  the  King  un¬ 
der  the  Annual  Rent  of  one  thoufand  Marks ; 
and  to  make  his  three  Brothers  Satisfaction, 

(two  of  Whom,  Owen  and  Roderick,  he  had 
imprifon’d,  and  David,  the  third,  had  fled 
to  England  for  Protection  :)  For  the  Perfor¬ 
mance  of  all  which  Lewellin  gave  the  King 
fuch  Hoftages  as  he  requir’d. 

The  King  having  fufficiently  mortified  this  1278. 
troublefome  Neighbour,  and  fhewn  him  what 
he  muff  expect  if  he  gave  him  further  Pro¬ 
vocation,  generoufly  forgave  him  raoft  part  The 
of  the  Money  he  was  to  pay  him,  releas’d  King’s 
the  Hoftages,  and  reftor’d  him  his  Wife,  Generofi- 
gracing  the  Solemnization  of  their  Nuptials  K^the 
with  his  own  and  the  Queen’s  Prefence.  As  Pnnces. 
to  Prince  David,  on  whom  the  King  had  al¬ 
ready  conferr’d  feveral  confiderable  Favours, 
he  created  him  Earl  of  Denbigh ,  and  married 
him  to  a  rich  Englijh  Heirefs. 


This 
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1278.  This  Account  of  the  Conclufion  of  thh 

firft  Weljh  War  feems  to  contradidt  the  Sug- 
geftion  of  Monfieur  Rapin ,  That  Edward 
had  long  had  the  Conqiieft  of  that  Country 
in  his  Thoughts.  He  would  never  fure- 
ly  have  retir’d  from  thence,  and  given  the. 
Weljh  Prince  fo  many  Marks  of  his  Favour 
when  he  was  upon  the  Point  of  fubduing  him,, 
if  he  had  long  meditated  the  Conquejl  of  that 
Country.  _ 

1279.  The  Earldom  of  Ponthien  in  France  falling' 
The  King  to  the  Queen  about  this  time  by  the  Death 
does  Ho-  0p  her  Mother  the  Queen  of  Cajlile ,  who 
Se§iW>  Countefs  of  that  Province,  the  King  and 
King  for  Queen  went  over  to  France ,  and  at  Amiens 
Vontbien .  did  Homage  to  the  French  King  for  that  Fief. 

Edward  alfo  renounc’d  his  Right  to  Norman¬ 
dy  and  Anjouy  ’tis  faid,  as  King  Henry  his  Fa¬ 
ther  had  done,  accepting  the  Annual  Sum  of 
thirty  Livres  from  the  Crown  of  France ,  as 
an  Acknowledgment  that  thofe  Provinces 
once  belong’d  to  England.  Rapin  fuggefls 
that  the  French  King  refus’d  to  grant  the 
Inveftiture  of  Ponthien  to  Edward,  unlefs 
he  would  confirm  his  Father’s  Renunciation 
of  Normandy ,  &c.  But  what  Authority 
he  had  for  it  I  know  not  ;  he  frequently  gives 
us  his  own  imaginary  Whimfies,  and  afierts 
them  as  uncontefted  Fadts.  And  as  to  the 
refervation  of  the  Annual  Sum  of  thirty  Li¬ 
vres  for  the  Province  of  Normandy ,  if  I  may 
be  allow’d  my  Gueffes  as  well  as  Rapin,  it 
feems  to  me,  that  this  was  to  be  paid  as  an 
Acknowledgment  that  this  Province  really 
belong’d  to  England  at  that  Time,  tho’  King 
Edward,  as  to  himfelf,  promis’d  not  to  give 
the  Crown  of  France  any  Difturbance  upon 
that  Account. 


At 
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At  the  King’s  Return  to  England ,  Com¬ 
plaints  being  made  of  the  Adulteration  of 
the  Coin,  the  Jews  who  were  faid  to  bis  the 
principal  Offenders,  were  all  apprehended  in 
one  Day,  two  hundred  and  eighty  of  whom 
were  capitally  convidled  in  the  Courts  of  Ju- 
flice  and  afterwards  hang’d,  and  many  more 
fin’d  as  Accefiaries. 

This  Year  alfo  was  held  a- Grand  Council 
or  Parliament,  wherein  the  Statute  of  Mort 
main  was  enabled,  declaring  that  all  Lands 
fold,  given,  -  or  any  ways  transferr’d  to  Re^- 
ligious-Houfes,  or  other  Corporate  Bodies, 
fhould  be  forfeited  to  the  Lord  of  the  Man- 
nor.  There  was  a  Claufe  before  in  Magna 
Cbartar  of  the  fame  Purport,  but  it  had  been 
evaded.  The  Reafon  of  making  thefe  Sta* 
tutes'  is  declar’d  in  the  Preamble  to  this  Adt, 
to  be,  becaufe  the  Religious  were  not  oblig’d 
to  perform  any  Military  Services,  and  con- 
fequently  as  it.  was  become  the  Humour  of 
the  Age,  to  give  part  of  their  Eftates  to  the 
Ecclefiafticks  upon  their  Deceafe,  great  part 
of  the  Lands  of  England  would  in  time  come 
into  their  Hands,  and  the  Kingdom  be  left 
defencelefs.  There  had  been  feveral  other 
Parliaments  held  in  this  Reign,  befides  this 
and  that  of  IVeftminfter  already  mention’d^ 
particularly  one  in  the  fourth  of  Edward  I. 
wherein  the  Adi  concerning  Ehe  Extent  of 
Manners  was  made,  and  another  relating  to 
the  Office  of  Coroners ,  and  in  the  filth  Year 
of  Edward  f.  a  Parliament  was  held,  where¬ 
in  the  Statute  of  Bigamy  was  made.  In  the 
fixth  Year  of  this  Reign  was  held  a  Parlia¬ 
ment,  wherein  the  Statute  of  Gloucefier  was 
enadted,  and  another  for  explaining  it.  And 
in  the  feventh  Year  the  Parliament  above- 
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mention’d  was  held,  wherein  a  Statute  againfi 
bearing  Anns ,  and  the  Statute  of  Mortmain 
above-faid  were  made.  It  was  in  this  or  the 
former  Reign  that  the  Grand  Councils  of  the 
Nation  came  to  be  denominated  Parliaments , 
and  the  Synods  of  the  Clergy  Convocations . 
An  Afiembly  of  the  latter  kind  was  held  the 
prefent  Year,  by  John  Peckham  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  at  Reading ,  in  which  it  was 
determin’d  that  no  Clergyman  fhould  have 
above  one  Benefice  with  Care  of  Souls  ;  and 
at  this  Convocation  the  inferior  Clergy,  *tis 
laid,  were  ftrft  reprefented  by  Prodfors  of  their 
own  elefting,  it  being  ufual  before  this,  for 
them  to  give  procuratorial  Letters  to  their 
Archdeacons. 

Nothwithftanding  the  frequent  Councils  or 
Parliaments  that  were  held  in  the  beginning 
of  this  Reign,  I  don’t  find  that  they  granted 
the  King  many  Supplies,  or  indeed  that  he 
demanded  them  j  he  chofe  rather  to  raife 
Money  by  extroardinary  Methods,  and  fome 
of  them  not  very  laudable,  particularly,  that 
by  the  Writ  of  Q uo  Warranto?  whereby  every 
one  was  requir’d  to  lhew  by  what  Title  he 
held  his  Eftate,  or  advance  a  round  Sum  to 
the  Government  to  have  it  confirm’d  to 
him.  The  longeft  Pofieffion  would  not  avail 
if  their  Deeds  or  Charters  happen’d  to  have 
been  loft  or  deftroy’d.  This  had  been  practis’d 
by  feveral  formerKings,  and  rais’d  largeSums* 
as  it  did  in  this  Reign,  but  was  always  look’d 
upon  as  a  piece  of  T yranny  and  Injuftice. 

It  is  related  of  the  Earl  of  Warren ,  againft 
whom  one  of  theft  Writs  of  Quo  Warranto 
had  ifiu’d,  that  appearing  before  the  Judges 
in  Perfcn,  and  it  being  expedted  he  would 
either  produce  his  Writings  or  compound  the 

matter 
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matter  with  the  King,  as  others  had  done 
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he,  to  the  furprize  of  the  Court,  drew  out  an  'v'VSJ 
old  rufty  Sword,  and  told  them,  That  was 
his  Title.  It  was  by  that  Weapon  his  Anceftors 
acquir'd  the  EJlate ,  and  by  that  he  would  keep 
it.  And  the  Earl  being  one  of  the.moft 
popular  Noblemen  of  that  time,  and  one 
who  had  ever  appear’d  loyal  to  the  King, 
the  Court  did  not  think  fit  to  proceed  againfi: 
him,  without  advifing  with  the  King,  and 
thereupon  a  Stop  was  put  to  thefe  Extortions 
for  the  prefent. 

Thus  the  Fa£t  really  was,  but  my  Friend 
Jdapin  has  given  it  .quite  another  Turn  ;  he 
tells  us,  4  That  during  the  Troubles  of  the 
f  laft  Reign,  feveral  Perfons  had  appropria- 
«  ted  to  themfelves  Lands  which  belong’d 
«  not  to  them,  and  that  the  Crown  it  felf  had 
«  fuffer’d  by  this  means;  That  to  remedy 
6  this  Evil  and  give  every  one  his  Due,  there 
«  pafs’d  an  Adi  this  Year,  importing  that  all 
«  who  were  in  Poffeffion  of  contefted  Eftates, 

4  Ihould  ftiew  how  they  came  by  them,  and 
4  produce  their  Titles  or  Warrants,  which' 

*  from  thence  was  ftil’d,  The  Statute  of  Qua 
4  Warranto ,  and  that  the  King,  under  colour 
4  of  putting  this  Statute  in  execution ,  oblig’d 
c  all  People  to  fhew  their  Titles,  &c,  ’  I  have 
taken  the  Liberty  to  cite  thus  much  from  this 
celebrated  Writer,  to  give  an  undeniable  In- 
ftance  of  his  Ingenuity  in  working  up  a  Story 
on  defective  Foundations.  He  pretends  to 
give  us  here  an  Abftraft  of  the  Statute  of 
Quo  Warranto ,  and  informs  us,  that  the  King’s 
Proceedings  on  thefe  Writs  were  founded  on 
that  Statute.  Whereas  in  reality  the  Statute 
of  Quo  Warranto  was  not  made  till  thq 
eighteenth  Year  of  this  Reign,  which  was 
-  S  2  m 
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1280.  ten  Years  after  Rapin  affirms  the  King  extor- 
ted  Money  from  his  Subjects  under  colour  of 
this  Statute.  And  indeed  upon  fearching  the 
Statute  Book,  I  don’t  find  there  was  any  Par¬ 
liament  held,  or  any  Statute  made  the 
ninth  Year  of  Edward  L  fo  that  the  very 
Parliament  he  mentions  to  be  held  this  Year, 
as  well  as  the  Statute  of  Quo  Warranto ,  faid 
to  be  made  at  that  'Time ,  are  Fidtions  of  this 
Gentleman’s,  or  of  fome  other  Hiftorian  from 
whom  he  took  it  without  Examination,  which 
is  not  agreeable  to  the  Exadlnefs  he  pretends 
to, 

1281.  The  following  Year  the  Weljh  began  to  be 

The  v/eljh  troublefome  again,  they  furpriz’d  the  King’s 
theLord  the  Lord  Clifford ,  kill’d  feveral 

Clifford,  of  his  People,  made  him  a  Prifoner,  and 

carried  him  to  the  Mountains  of  Snowden  $ 
to  which  the  Weljh  Hiftorians  pretend  heweU 
lin  was  provok’d  by  the  Lords  of  the  Englijh 
Marches ,  who  began  to  ufe  the  Weljh  as  a 
conquer’d  People  •,  however  all  agree  that  it 
was  their  Apprehenfion  of  coming  into  a 
State  of  Servitude  that  principally  induc’d 
the  Weljh  Princes  to  renew  the  War.  It  is 
faid  that  Prince  David  alfo,  on  whom  King 
Edward  had  confer’d  fuch  fignal  Favours, 
put  his  Brother  upon  beginning  Hoftilities  to 
fecure  his  Reverfion  to  that  Principality,  to 
■which  he  was  next  Heir  ;  nor  was  Lewellin,  | 
himfelf  backward  in  entering  upon  the  War, 
perfuaded  by  a  Prophefy  of  Merlin* s,  that  he 
was  deftin’d  to  be'  Sovereign  of  all  Britain „ 
But  whatever  was  the  real  Occafion  of  the 
War,  King  Edward  contented  himfelf  the  > 
fir  ft  Year  with  fending  down  Detachments  1 
under  the  Command  of  the  Earls  of  Nor-'  ( 
thumberland  and  Surrey ,  to  reinforce  the  Lords 
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c k  the  Marches,  and  reftrain  the  Incurfions  128s. 
of  that  People, 

About  this  time  the  Statute  of  Rutland  The  Sta* 
was  made,  which  relates  chiefly  to  the  Offl-  tute  of 
cers  of  the  Exchequer.  ’ 

The  Lords  of  the  Marches  having  been 
defeated  by  Lewellin  in  Tome  Encounters, 
the  King  refolv’d  to  march  in  Perfon  the  next  iz%z. 
Year  againft  him.  He  gave  Orders  there¬ 
fore  for  aflfembling  an  Army  that  might  be 
fufficient  for  the  abfolute  Reduction  of  Wales . 

And  going  in  the  mean  time  to  the  Monaftery 
of  Ambrejhury  where  the  Queen  Mother  then 
refided,  a  Man  was  introduc’d  to  him  that 
pretended  to  have  been  blind,  and  reftor’d  to 
his  Sight  by  a  Miracle,  on  his  vifiting  the 
Tomb  of  the  late  King  Henry  III.  to  which, 
ft  feems  the  Queen  gave  fome  Credit.  But 
Edward  knowing  the  Impoftor,  aflur’d  his 
Mother,  that  his  Father’s  Juftice  was  fuch, 
that  he  would  rather  have  put  out  the  Eyes  of 
fuch  a  Villain  than  have  given  him  his  Sight  *, 
and  whatever  Opinion  lie  might  have  of  his 
Father’s  Piety,  did  not  give  the  Queen  any 
Encouragement  to  believe  he  was  endow’d 
with  a  Power  of  working  Miracles. 

This  Year  the  Statutes  of  Ac! on  Burned  The  Sta- 
were  made,  intended  principally  for  the  Ad-  tute  of  Ac- 
vantage  of  Merchants  in  recovering  and  fe- 
curing  their  Debts.  _  oftheMer- 

But  to  return  to  the  Weljh  War .  King  Ed -  chants 
ward,  having  march’d  his  Army  into  the  Heart  ^de. 
bf  Wales ,  and  oblig’d  his  Enemies  to  retire 
to  the  Mountains  of  Snowden ,  to  deprive  them 
of  all  Relief  by  Sea  as  well  as  Land,  he  took 
Pofleflion  again  of  the  Ijle  of  Anglefey,  and 
built  a  Bridge  over  the  Strait  which  feparates 
that  Ifland  from  the  Main,  not  far  from  Ban ~ 

‘  ^  - 
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pz8z.  gor  ;  over  which  Bridge  a  Detachment  of  the 
King’s  Forces  having  march’d  to  take  a  near 
View  of  the  Country  about  Snowden ,  the 
Weljh  on  a  fudden  came  down  from  the  Hills 
jn  fuch  Numbers  that  the  Englijh  retir’d  with 
Precipitation,  and  the  Bridge  was  fo  throng’d 
as  they  repafs’d  it,  that  it  was  broken  down* 
and  great  Numbers  of  the  Englijh  periffi’d. 
Jit  which  the  Weljh  were  fo  ellated,  that  they 
left  their  Hills,  and  coming  down  into  the 
Plains,  bid  Defiance  to  the  Englijh  Army. 
They  were  fully  perfuaded  that  the  Time  was 
come  when  Merlin’s  Prophefy  fhould  be  ful¬ 
fill’d,  and  the  Pofterity  of  the  antient  Britons 
once  more  have  the  Dominion  of  the  whole 
A  decifive  Jfland.  In  this  Perfuafion  Lewellin  ventur’d 
Rattle  be-  to  engage  King  Edward  in  a  general  Battle,, 
but  was  miferably  difappointed,  his  Forces 
ng  y  were  entirely  routed,  and  in  one  and  the  fame 
inftant  he  loft  his  Country  and  his  Life.  He 
fell  in  this  Battle  with  the  Flower  qf  the 
Weljh  Troops,  and  his  Head  being  cut  off* 
the  King  commanded  it  to  be  Crown’d  with 
Ivy  and  fet  on  the  Tower  of  London ,  as  a 
Terror,  *tis  faid,  to  thofe  Englijh  Lords  who 
had  maintain’d  a  Correfpondence  with  him, 
Put  whatever  Intelligence  the  King  might 
have  receiv’d  of  the  Treachery  of  fome  of  the 
Englijh  Barons,  no  Enquiry  was  made  into  the ' 
matter. 

There  being  now  no  Army  in  the  Field  ■ 
able  tq  oppofe  the  Englijh ,  Edward  foon  made 
himfelf  Matter  of  the  Country,  and  divided;' 
it  amongft  his  Courtiers  and  Great  Officers,  | 
referving  only  the  Sea-Ports  and  portified- 
Places  to  be  Garrifon’d  by  his  own  Troops. ! 
Thus  all  Opportunities  qf  caballing  with  the 
Weljh  being  now  cut  offj  the  King  chofe  to. 
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:Onnive  at  former  Offences  rather  than  difturb 
iis  Government  by  unneceffary  Profecutions 
>f  thofe  Englijh  Noblemen  who  had  encou- 
ag’d  the  Revolt  of  the  Weljh. 

It  is  obferv’d  of  Lewellin ,  the  laft  Prince 
)f  Wales ,  that  he  was  of  the  moft  antient 
md  illuftrious  Family  in  Europe ,  which  occa¬ 
sions  Rapin  to  refled  pretty  feverely  on  King 
Edward's  Memory,  for  fuffering  his  Head  to 
ae  fet  on  the  Tower  Walls.  David  his  Bro- 
:her  being  taken  fome  time  after,  and  de- 
king  to  be  brought  'to  the  King’s  Prefence, 
from  whom  he  had  fome  Hopes  of  Mercy, 

:he  King  referited  his  Ingratitude  fo  heinoufly 
that  he  would  not  fee  him,  but  referr’d  him 
Co  the  Judgment  of  his  Peers,  (not  to  the 
Parliament  as  Rapin  fondly  Corijedures)  and 
being  try’d  at  Shrewjbury  as  an  Englijh  Noble-  pr-nce 
man,  he  was  condemn’d  as  a  Tray  tor  to  bejw</ex*.' 
drawn,  hang’d,  beheaded  and  quarter’d,  ecuted  as  a 
which  was  adually  executed,  his  Head  being  Traytor. 
plac’d  on  the  Tower  Walls  near  his  Brother’s, 
and  his  four  Quarters  on  the  Walls  of  York , 

Brijlol,  Northampton  and  Winchejler ,  which  is 
another  great  Offence  to  Rapin.  He  cannot 
‘^efled  with  any  Patience  on  the  executing  a 
Prince  of  Royal  Extradion  in  fuch  a  manner* 

But  here  we  are  to  confider  in  the  firfl  Place 
that  it  was  the  Judgment  of  the  Peers  and 
aot  the  King’s.  2.  That  David  had  been 
guilty  of  the  moft  notorious  Ingratitude.  But 
aftly,  and  which  I  take  to  be  the  principal 
deafen  of  this  terribleExecution  was,  to  deter 
;dl  others  who  might  pretend  to  be  of  theBlood 
)f  the  Weljh  Princes  from  revolting  againft 
heir  Sovereign,  and  fetting  up  for  an  Inde- 
bendancy  again.  And  indeed  Hiftorians  do  not 
nform  us  what  became  of  the  other  two  Bro¬ 
thers* 
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12.83.  thers,  Owen  and  Roderick ,  they  were  either 
dead  without  Iftue  before,  or  they  thought  fit 
to  conceal  themfelves  leaft  they  fhould  have: 
been  involv’d  in  the  fame  Fate.  This  Year 
were  made  certain  Statutes,  intitled,  Statuta 
IVaUia,  whereby  Wales  was  incorporated  and' 
Wales  in-  united  to  England ,  the  Country  divided  into 
Counties,  and  the  F  orms  and  Proceedings  at 
^  Law  modeled  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  Eng¬ 
land., 

1284,  Wales  being  thus  fubdu’d  and  united  to1 
England ,  the  King  to  humour  that  People, 
and  that  they  might  not  have  the  Mortifica¬ 
tion  of  being  govern’d  by  a  Foreigner,  ’tis 
faid,  contriv’d  Matters  fo  that  the  Queen 
Frince  Ed-  Should  Lye-i'n  at  Caernarvon  in  Wales ,  where 
mm-d  bom  lhe  was  brought  to  Bed  of  a  Son  whom  he 
at  Caer-  nam’d  Edward ,  and  afterwards  created  Prince 
natvan.  Gf  pp^ales  •  but  tho’  the  Queen  was  actually 
brought  to  Bed  at  Caernarvon ,  the  Prince 
was  not  inverted  in  that  Principality  till  fe- 
venteen  or  eighteen  Years  afterwards  •,  and 
indeed  thete  wanted  nothing  but  time  to  re- 1 
concile  the  Weljh  to  the  Dominion  of  the: 
English ,  for  they  were  lo  far  from  being  us*d: 
as  a  conquer’dPeople,  that  they  were  govern’d' 
by  the  fame  Laws,  and  entitled  to  all  the! 
Privileges  of  Englijlo  Subjedts,  which  were  at 
leaft  equal  to  what  they  enjoy’d  while  they  [ 
were  a  diftinft  State/  I  fhould  have  remem- ;j 
ber’d  that  the  Year  before,  about  the  time  of[ 
that  deciftve  Battle  near  Bangor ,  King  Ed-  ■ 
ward  loft  his  Son  Alphonfus^  being  the  third  ; 
Prince  by  his  Queen  Eleanor  that  had  died  inf 
his  Infancy,  fo  that  Edward  of  Caernarvon ,  • 
fo  call’d  from  the  Place  of  his  Birth,  was  now 
his  only  Son.’  The  King  having  fpent  be 
tween  two  and  three  Years  in  the  Reduction  j 

andl 
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and  Settlement  of  North  Wales  return’d  to  1284. 
London,  where  finding  the  Mayor  and  City 
Magiftrates  had  been  very  defective  in  their 
Duty,  and  particularly  that  they  had  taken 
Bribes,  and  fuffer’d  the  People  to  be  defrauded 
abominably  in  their  Weights  and  Meafures, 
he  feiz’d  their  Charter  and  turn’d  out  the 
Mayor,  but  was  reconcil’d  to  the  City  again 
on  their  advancing  him  a  Sum  of  Money. 

About  the  fame  time  the  King  held  a  Parlia¬ 
ment  at  Wejlminjler ,  where  were  ena&ed  the  TheSta- 
Statutes  entitled  Wejlminjler  2.  by  which  fe-  tuteof 
veral  new  Writs  are  given  for  the  Recovery 
of  Lands,  and  a  great  many  other  Alterations -^de* 
made  in  the  Law  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject.  .  See  the  Statutes  at  large,  13  Ed.  I.  and 
Coke's  Infiitutes ,  where  the  fame  are  explain’d. 

Another  Statute  alfo  was  made  in  this  Par-  A  Statute 
liament  for  the  more  eafy  Recovery  and  Se-  forthe  f 
curity  of  Merchants  Debts,  and  a  third  end- 
tied  the  Statute  of  V/incheJler  relating  chiefly 
to  the  apprehending  of  Robbers,  with  that  f28,5- 
entitled  Circumfpetde  Agatis  concerning  Pro-  tu^e0£ta' 
hibitions,  and  another  relating  to  Coroners.  Wincbejler 
The  fame  Parliament,  ’tis  faid,  granted  the  concerning 
King  a  fifteenth  of  their  Moveables,  in  Con-  RobbeK- 
fideration  of  his  promifing  to  banifh  the  Jews, 
whereupon  they  were  all  apprehended  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Year  in  order  to  be  tranfported  ;  but 
they  made  fuch  an  Intereft  at  Court  by  the 
Power  of  their  Money,  that  their  Baniihmenc 
Was  delay’d  for  fome  time  longer. 

The  King  having  united  Wales  to  his  Do- 
minicns,  and  reform’d  feveral  Abufes  in  the  de- 
State  of  England ,  went  over  to  France  to  mands  the 
demand  the  Reftitution  of  Normandy  and  the  Englijh 
reft  of  the  Territories  France  had  depriv’d  1  er:'lC0~ 
the  Englijh  of  in  the  Reign  of  his  Grandfather  an d 
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King  John  •,  and  tho’  he  did  not  fucceed  ire 
that  Negotiation  abfolu'tely,  yet  by  a  Treaty 
he  made  with  Philip  the  Fair  at  this  time, 
the  French  were  oblig’d  to  pay  him  fix  or,  as 
fome  relate,  ten  thoufand  Pounds  per  Ann.  in 
lieu  of  thofe  Provinces  ;  and  this  Matter 
being  thus  fettled.  King  Edward  did  Ho¬ 
mage  to  Philip  for  the  Lands  he  held  in 
France  in  general  Terms,  without  fpecifying 
for  what  Provinces.  He  procur’d  alfo  a  De¬ 
claration  from  Philip ,  that  the  Lands  he  held 
in  France  were  not  liable  to  Forfeiture  for 
unjuft  Judgment  or  denial  of  Juftice.  But 
that  which  detain’d  King  Edward  in  France 
was,  the  Umpirage  Philip  defir’d  him  to  un¬ 
dertake  between  Charles  Earl  of  Anjou ,  and 
Alphonfo  King  of  Arragon ,  about  the  Domi* 

■  nion  of  the  two  Siciliesi  in  which  King  Ed¬ 
ward  fpent  near  two  Years  to  very  little  pur- 
pofe,  the  Parties  appearing  extremely  pef- 
verfe  and  obftinate  •,  whereupon  he  left  them 
to  decide  their  Differences,  and  return’d  to 
England.  And  in  a  future  Treaty  it  was  a-] 
greed,  that  the  King  of  Arragon  fhould  re¬ 
main  in  Poffeffion  of  the  IJland  of  Sicily,  and 
the  Earl  of  Anjou  of  Sicily  on  the  Continent , 
now  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples.  However,  the  Contentions  between) 
France  and  Spain  about  thefe  Kingdoms  were 
feveral  times  reviv’d,  and  many  bloody  Bat¬ 
tles  fought  afterwards  between  the  two  Na¬ 
tions. 

While  King  Edward  continu’d  in  France j 
Rees  ap  Meridec,  a  Weljh  Knight,  pretending) 
to  be  Opprefs’d  by  the  Englijh  Governor  Pip* 
toft ,  rais’d  an  Infurreiftion  and  defeated  feveral! 
Parties  ©f  the  Englijh  Troops,  ravaging  and) 
plundering,  the  Country  about  him  for  neaf 
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two  Years,  but  was  at  length  routed  in  a 
general  Battle  and  made  Prifoner,  and  being 
adjudg’d  a  Traytor  to  his  Sovereign,  fuffer’d 
the  ignominious  Punifhment  appropriated  to 
that  Crime,  of  being  drawn,  bang’d  and 
quarter’d. 

The  King  being  return’d  to  England ,  met 
with  grievous  Complaints  againft  his  Judges 
and  Officers  of  Juftice,  who  had  been  noto-  condemn’d 
rioufly  guilty  of  Bribery  and  Extortion  in  hjs  for  Bribery 
Abfence,  for  which  Sir  Thomas  fVayland  the  and  Extor- 
Chief  Juftice  was  banifh’d,  and  his  Eftate tortlon" 
confifcated,  Sir  Ralph  Henghain  was  fin’d 
7000  Marks,  Sir  John  Lovetot  3000,  Sir 
William  Brompton  6000,  Sir  Solomon  Rochefter 
4000,  Sir  Richard  Boyland  4000,  Sir  Thomas 
Sodentone  2000,  Sir  Walter  Hopton  2000,  Sir 
William  Saham  3000,  Robert  Littlebury,  Clerk,  ^  „ 
joqo,  Roger  Leicefter ,  Clerk,  1000,  Adam 
de  Stratton  32000  ;  and  the  Judges  after¬ 
wards,  at  the  Entrance  of  their  Offices  were 
oblig’d  to  fwear  that  they  would  take  no 
Money  or  Prefent  of  any  kind  from  fuch  Per- 
fons  as  had  Suits  depending  before  them. 

Soon  after  Writs  were  ifiu’d  for  fummoning  The  firft 
a  Parliament,  and  hecaufe  they  are  the  firft 
we  meet  with  upon  Record  requiring  the  At-  |ar  ^  “ 
tendance  of  the  Commons ,  except  thofe  ifiu’d  moningthe 
in  the  Name  of  the  late  King  Henry  III.  du-  Commons 
ring  the  Ufurpation  of  Simon  Montfort  Earl t0  Par^‘ 
of  Leicefter ,  I  fhall  here  infert  a  Copy  of  one  ment” 
pf  them. 

|  Edwardus  Dei  Gratia  Rex  Anglice  Dominies, 
Hibernice  Dux  Aquitanice  Vicecomiti  Weft- 
morlandice  Salutem  :  Cum  per  Comites  Barone j 
\  &  quofdam  alios  de  proceribus  Regni  noftri  nuper 
fuijfemus paper  quibufdam  fpecialitex  requifiti fupur 
quibus  tam  cum  ipfrs  quam  cum  alijs  de  Comdati- 
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1289.  bus  Regni  illins :  Colloquium  habere  volumus  C? 
\jdt^  tradlatum  tibi  precipimus  quod  duos  vel  tres  de 
difcretioribus  ift  ad  labor andum  potentioribus  mi- 
litibus  de  C omit  at  u  pr  ee  ditto  fine  dilatime  Eligi  & 
eos  ad  nos  ufque  Weftmonafterium,  venire  facias 
it  a  quod  fint  ibidem  a  die  Sanfli  Johannis  Bapt. 
prox ’  futur ’  in  tres  feptimanas  ad  ultimum  cum 
plena  pot  eft  ate  pro  fe  &  communitate  comitat’  prce- 
dibli  ad  Confulendum  id  confentiendum  pro  fe  & 
communitate  ilia  hijs  quce  Comites  Barones  & 
Pro  ceres  prcedicli  tunc  duxerint  concordanda  C? 
habeas  ibi  hoc  breve.  T.  meipfo  apud  Weftmonaft . 
14  Die  Jun.  Anno  Regni  noftri  18. 

TheTranf  Edward ,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
iation  of  England ,  Lord  of  Ireland  and  Duke  of  A- 
^  quitain ,  to  the  Sheriff  of  Weftmor eland ,  Greet¬ 
ing  :  Whereas  we  have  been  efpecially  peti¬ 
tion’d  and  requefted  by  the  Earls,  Barons, 
and  others  of  the  great  Men  of  our  King¬ 
dom  concerning  certain  Matters,  upon  which 
they  defire  we  will  have  Conference  and 
Treaty,  as  well  with  them  as  with  others  of 
the  Counties  of  this  Kingdom,  we  command 
thee  that  without  delay  thou  caufeft  to  be 
chofen  two  or  three  of  the  difcreetefl  and 
ablefl  Knights,  for  Difpatch  of  Bufinefs,  of 
the  County  aforefaid,  and  caufe  them  to  come 
to  us  at  Weftminfter ,  fo  that  they  be  there  iq 
three  Weeks  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  John  Bap- 
lift  at  furtheft,  with  full  Power  for  themfelves 
and  the  whole  Community  of  the  County  afore¬ 
faid  to  confult  and  confent  for  themfelves  and 
that  Community  to  fuch  things  as  the  Earls, 
Barons  and  great  Men  aforefaid  fhall  think  fit 
to  agree  upon,  and  you  are  to  have  there  this 
Writ.  Witnefs  my  felf  at  fVeftminfter  the 
it  4th  Day  of  June ,  in  the  18th  Year  of  our 
Keign0 
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It  is  obfervable  here,  that  the  Number  of-  *289- 
Knights  for  reprefenting  each  County  was.  not 
yet  fix’d,  and  it  is  probable  that  at  this  time 
thefe  Knjghts  were  to  reprefent  the  Cities  and 
Boroughs  as  well  as  the  County  at  large.  In 
the  Reign  of  Edward  III.  long  after  this,  we 
find  the  Sheriffs  commanded  to  fend  one 
Knight  for  each  County,  and  one  Citizen  and 
Burgefs  for  every  City  and  Borough,  and 
fometimes  the  very  Perfons  are  named  in  the 
Writ,  from  whence  it  appears  that  the  Right 
of  the  Commons  to  eledt  their  Reprefentatives 
in  the  manner  they  do  at  prelent  is  not  fo 
antient  as  fome  imagine.  But  to  proceed, 
feveral  beneficial  Statutes  were  made  at  this  Statute  of 
Parliament  held  in  the  18th  Year  of  Edw.  I. 
as  that  ftil’d  Weft minf ter  3,  or  Quia  Emptores\^dZ 
ferrarum ,  that  Purchafers  of  Lands  fhould 
hold  them  of  the  Lord  of  the  Fee,  and  the 
Statute  of  Quo  Warranto ,  declaring  that  allof^w 
Men  Ihould  remain  in  Pofieffion  of  fuch  Pri-  Warranty 
vileges  as  they  could  fhew  their  Anceftors  or 
Predeceflors  enjoy’d  in  the  Reign  of  Rich.  I. 
and  have  their  Privileges  confirm’d  by  the 
King,  being  the  fame  Statute  which  Rapin 
affirms  was  made  ten  Years  before.  A  third 
Statute  alfo  pafs’d  in  this  Parliament  to  regu¬ 
late  the  levying  of  Fines,  whereby  all  Per-  of  Fines 
dons  who  did  not  make  their  Claim  within  a  levied. 
Year  and  a  Day  after  a  Fine  levy’d  of  Lands, 
were  barr’d  from  claiming  them.  In  this 
(Parliament  alfo  the  King  was  prevail’d  on  to 
,baniffi  the  Jews,  according  to  his  Promife, 
iwhen  all  their  Houfes,  Lands,  and  Securities 
ifor  Money  were  confifcated,  but  they  were 
‘allow’d  to  carry  away  their  Gold,  Silver  and 
Jewels.  They  are  fuppos’d  to  have  been  a-  ha- 
bout  fifteen  thoufand  Men,  and  had  by  Pre-  nilh’4- 
L  ;  fents 
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1289.  fents  to  the  Court  obtain’d  many  Favours 
tS'V'S)  from  the  Kings  of  England ,  fuch  as  a  Syna¬ 
gogue  for  the  Performance  of  Divine  Wor- 
fhip,  and  Judges  of  their  own  Nation  for  de¬ 
termining  Differences  between  them ;  and 
could  they  have  forborn  clipping  and  coining, 
and  extorting  fuch  extravagant  Interefl  from 
the  Englijh  for  the  Money  they  lent,  they 
might  have  enjoy’d  the  fame  Privileges  to 
this  Day.  They  are  now  conniv?d  at  indeed, 
and  fuffer’d  to  acquire  great  Riches  here  ; 
but  they  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  a 
legal  Grant  or  Permiffion  to  refide  or  traffick 
in  this  Kingdom  from  that  time  to  this. 

-  o  King  Edward  going  down  to  Scotland  this 
Year  to  prevent  any  Difturbance  that  might 
arife  in  that  Kingdom,  had  the  Misfortune  to 
, Queen  E-  lofe  his  Queen,  ( Eleanor )  who  died  at  Hare- 
leaner  the  by,  near  Bullenbroke  in  Lincolnjhire ,  on  their 
Queen  Return  from  thence.  The  King  attended  her 
dies.°rt  Hearfe  in  Perfon  to  Weftminfter-Abby ,  where 
fhe  was  interr’d  at  the  Feet  of  Henry  III.  the 
King  caufing  Croffes  to  be  erefted  at  every 
Place  where  the  Hearfe  refted,  particularly 
at  Lincoln ,  Grantham ,  Stamford ,'  Northamp¬ 
ton ,  Waltham ,  Cheapfide ,  Charing-Crofs,  and 
feveral  other  Stages  in  that  melancholy  Jour¬ 
ney. 

I  come  next  to  treat  of  the  Affairs  of 
Scotland ,  which  take  up  a  great  part  of-  the 
remainder  of  this  Reign.  Alexander  King  of 
Scotland ,  who  was  kill’d  by  a  Fall  from  his 
Horfe  in  the  Year  1285,  had  by  his  "Wife 
Margaret ,  the  Sifter  of  King  Edward  the 
firft,  and  Daughter  of  King  Henry.  III.  three 
Children,  viz.  Alexander ,  David  and  Marga¬ 
ret  ,  of  whom  the  two  Sons  died  before  him, 
and  Margaret  was  married  to  Erick  King  of 
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Norway ,  by  whom  Ihe  had  IlTue  Margaret , 
who  by  the  Death  of  her  Grandfather  Alex¬ 
ander  fucceeded  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland ,  her 
Mother  being  dead  forfte  time  before. 

Margaret  Princefs  of  Norway ,  now  Queen 
bf  Scotland ,  being  but  three  Years  of  Age, 
the  States  of  Scotland  appointed  fix  of  the 
Nobility  to  take  the  Adminiftration  of  the 
Government  into  their  Hands  during-  the 
Queen’s  Minority,  with  which.it  appears  E- 
rick  her  Father  was  not  well"  pleas’d,  for  he 
kept  the  young  Queen  with  him  in  the  Court 
of  Norway  till  the  Year  1289,  when  King 
Edward  being  return’d  from  Prance ,  Erick 
fent  Ambafladors  to  him  to  defire  his  Advice 
and  Afliftance  in  placing  his  Daughter  upon 
the  Throne  of  Scotland  whereupon  Edward 
wrote  to  the  Regents  of  that  Kingdom,  re¬ 
commending  the  Intereffs  of  the  young  Queen 
to  their  Confideration.  The  Regents  there¬ 
upon  fent  Ambafladors  into  England ,  who 
met  the  Agents  of  King  Edward  and  Erick 
King  of  Norway  at  Salifbury ,  where  all  Mat¬ 
ters  were  adjufted,  in  relation  to  the  Admini- 
ftratioh  Of  the  Government  of  Scotland  during 
the  Queen’s  Minority.  King  Edward ,  fome 
little  time  after,  propos’d  a  Marriage  be¬ 
tween  his  Son  Prince  Edward  and  the  young 
Queen,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  States  of 
Scotland  on  certain  Conditions.  As  firft,  That 
Scotland ,  in  cafe  the  faid  Marriage  fhould 
take  effedt,  fhould  remain  a  feparate  King¬ 
dom  at  all  times,  and  be  govern’d  by  the 
Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  that  Nation.  2.  That 
in  cafe  Prince  Edward  and  Queen  Margaret 
Ihould  die  without  Iflfue,  the  Kingdom  fhould 
devolve  on  the  next  Heir,  free  and  indepen- 
without  any  Subjection,  laving  the 
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1290.  Rights  of  the  Kings  of  England ,  in  cafe 


Mary 

Competi- 


Scotland  fhould  defcend  to  any  of  them  by  a 
regular  SuccefTion.  3.  That  no  Parliament 
fhould  be  held  out  of  the  Kingdom,  with 
fome  other  Articles  of  lefs  Importance  ;  after 
which  King  Edward  appointed  the  Bilbop  of 
Durham  to  a6t  with  the  fix:  Regents  in  the 
Government  of  the  Affairs  of  that  Kingdom,, 
But  the  young  Queen  dying  the  fame  Tear, 
an  end  was  foon  put  to  their  Adminiflration  j 
and  there  appearing  a  Multitude  of  Compe¬ 
titors  for  that  Crown,  they  all  unanimoufly 
tors  for  the  agreed  to  fubm it  their  refpeftive  Claims  to 
Crown  of  t^e  Arbitration  of  King  Edward ,  if  we  may 
’-LOl  a'  '  Credit  the  Scotch  Hiflorians.  But  the  Englijb 
King  Ed-  infill  that  King  Edward ,  as  Superior  and  Di - 
kuardUm-  reft  Lord  of  Scotland,  fummon’d  the  States  of 
that  Kingdom  to  attend  him  at  Norham  on 
the  Englijh  Borders,  in  order  to  determine 
the  Right  of  Succeffion  to  that  Crown  •,  but 
whether  the  Competitors  for  the  Crown  made 
Choice  of  King  Edward  voluntarily  for  their 
Umpire  in  this  Matter,  or  whether  he  fum¬ 
mon’d  them  to  attend  him  at  Norham  by  Vir¬ 
tue  of  the  Superiority  and  Dominion  he  claim'd 
over  that  Kingdom,  certain  it  is  that  the  States 
of  Scotland  appear’d  there  before  the  King  on 
the  12  th  of  May ,  1291,  and  that  at  the 
opening  of  this  Alfembly  Roger  Brahouzony 
Chief  Jufticiary  of  England,  requir’d  them 
in  the  King’s  Name  to  acknowledge  him  to 
be  the  Sovereign  and  Direct  Lord  of  Scotland  ; 
and  upon  their  defiring  time  to  conlider  of  this 
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Demand,  the  King  gave  them  three  Weeks 


to  fearch  their  Records  and  Acts  of  State,, 
and  the  Scots  being  able  to  produce  nothing  of 
Moment  to  defeat  the  Right  that  King  Ed- 
ward  claim’d  to  the  Sovereignty  of  that 


King- 
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Kingdom,  or  for  Reafons  beft  known  to  them-  129 1. 

felves  not  thinking  fit  to  infill  upon  any  at 
the  time  appointed  for  debating  that  Matter, 
the  King  declar’d  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Bi¬ 
fhop  of  Bath  and  Wells  that  he  fhould  proceed, 
by  Virtue  of  his  acknowledg'd  Sovereignty  over 
the  Kingdom  of  Scotland ,  to  do  Juft  ice  to  the 
feveral  Claimants.  Then  the  Bifhop  de¬ 
manded  of  Robert  Bruce ,  one  of  the  Compe¬ 
titors*  if  lie  own’d  the  King  of  England  to 
be  Sovereign  Lord  of  the  Realm  of  Scotland , 
and  would  be  determin’d  by  the  Judgment  he 
fhould  pronounce.  To  which  he  anlwer’d  in 
exprefs  Terms,  that  he  acknowledg’d  King 
Edward  to  be  Sovereign  Lord  of  Scotland , 
and  would  fubmit  to  his  Judgment.  And  the 
fame  Queftion  being  put  to  the  reft  of  the 
Competitors  one  after  another,  all  of  them 
made  the  fame  Anfwer.  (Their  Names-  were 
Florence  Earl  of  Holland ,  John  Hajlings  Lord 
Abergavenny,  Patrick  Danbar  Earl  of  March , 

William  Rofs ,  Walter  de  Hunter  combe,  William 
ViJJi ,  Robert  Pinkney ,  Nicholas  de  Soules ,  John 
Cummin  and  John  Baliol.)  Then  the  Bifhop 
declar’d,  that  altho’  the  King  of  England 
afted  on  this  Occafioh  as  Sovereign  Lord  of 
Scotland ,  yet  he  did  not  intend  thereby  to  cut 
■himfelf  off  from  the  Hereditary  Right  which 
he  might  have  to  the  Crown  of  that  Kingdom, 
jor  to  exclude  himfelf  as  to  the  Propriety. 

,,That  he  exprefly  referv’d  to  himfelf  the  Li¬ 
berty  to  profecute  his  Right  as  well  as  the 
pther  Claimants  in  fuch  manner,  and  at  fuch 
.a  time  as  he  fhould  think  fit  *  which  was  after¬ 
wards  repeated  by  the  King  himfelf.  Then 
ijthe  feveral  Claimants  fign’d  and  ffeal’d  an  In-  ' 
ftrument,  acknowledging  King  Edward  So¬ 
vereign  of  Scotland  ;  and  the  King  proceeding 
Y  o  l.  XVII,  U  to 
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1291.  toreprefent  that  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to 
make  an  Award  in  this  Cafe  if  it  was  not  in  his 
^  Power  to  enforce  the  Execution  of  it-  He 
put  therefore  demanded  that  he  might  be  put  into 
into  Pof-  the  Poffeflion  of  that  Kingdom.  Whereupon 
feflion  of  the  leveral  Competitors  executed  an  Inftru- 
Scotland.  ment  to  teftify  their  Confent  that  he  fhould  be 
put  into  the  immediate  Poffeflion  of  all  the 
Caftles  and  Fortreffes  in  Scotland ,  on  Condi¬ 
tion  that  he  fhould  deliver  them  up  in  the 
fame  State  he  receiv’d  them  within  two 
Months  after  the  Award  made.  And  the  King 
was  accordingly  put  into  Poffeflion  of  the 
Caftles  and  Fortreffes  of  Scotland.  And  on 
the  1 2  th  of  June  the  King  fummon’d  all 
thofe  who  were  poffefs’d  of  any  Places  of 
Truft  or  Profit  in  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland 
to  come  and  take  the  Oath  of  Fealty  to  him. 
Comm  if-  which  they  did  accordingly.  Then  80  Exa- 
iioners  ap-  miners  were  appointed  by  the  Competitors, 
pointed  to  an(j  King  Edward ,  to  enquire  into  the 

the'idvaal  Claims  of  the  refpe&ive  Competitors,  and  the 
Claims  of  States  of  Scotland  were  order’d  to  meet  again 
the  Com-  at  Berwick  on  the  fecond  of  Auguft  following, 
pernors.  jn  t^e  mean  time  Queen  Eleanor  the  King’s 
The  Mother  dying,  he  return’d  to  England  to  fo- 
Mother  lemnize  her  Funeral,  and  in  Auguft  met  the 
uies.  States  of  both  Kingdoms  again  at  Berwick . 
Before  this  Affembly  the  12  Competitors  ap¬ 
pear’d,  and  the  24  Examiners  appointed  by 
the  King,  with  the  80  eledted  by  the  Claim¬ 
ants,  made  their  Report  of  the  Examinations 
they  had  made  into  the  refpedlive  Titles  of 
the  Claimants ;  Upon  hearing  of  which  the 
King  finding  it  to  be  an  Affair  of  Difficulty, 
appointed  the  fecond  of  June  the  following, 
Year  to  hear  what  the  Competitors  had  further 
to  offer. 
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The  States  of  both  Kingdoms  being  afiem-  1 292. 
bled  on  the  Day  prefix’d,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  Claims  of  John  Baliol  and  Robert  Bruce  c*laimS  of 
fhould  be  firft  examin’d,  and  that  afterwards  Baliol  and 

the  reft  might  profecute  their  Claims  if  they  BiUC‘ firlt 
faw  proper.  coqiider  J, 

The  King  defiring  the  Examiners  that  they 
would  aflift  him  with  their  Advice  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  Difpute,  the  twenty-four  Englijh 
Examiners  propos’d  that  the  Englijh  Bifhops 
and  Barons  might  be  confuted  on  this  Occa- 
fion  ;  whereupon  the  King  adjourn’d  the 
Hearing  till  the  14th  of  October  following, 
at  which  time  Baliol  was  heard,  who  fet  forth. 

That  he  was  the  Son  of  Deverguld ,  the  eldeft 
Daughter  of  Margaret ,  who  was  the  eldeft 
Daughter  of  David  Earl  of  Huntingdon ,  the 
undoubted  Heir  of  the  Crown. 

Robert  Bruce  infifted  that  he  was  a  Degree 
nearer  than  Baliol ,  being  the  Grandfon  of 
David ,  whereas  Baliol  was  the  Grandfon  of 
JDavid’ s  Daughter.  King  Edward  then  de-r 
'manded  of  them  whether  they  had  any  thing 
•further  to  add  in  behalf  of  their  refpeftive 
'Claims.  To  which  Bruce  anfwer’d.  That  the 
’Succeflion  of  the  Crown  ought  to  be  fettled 
:by  thofe  Rules  by  which  King’s  fucceed  each 
•other,  and  not  according  as  private  Inhe-i 
ritance  defcend,  and  that  the  Crown  of  Scot¬ 
land  had  frequently  been  inherited  by  the 
collateral  Branch  :  Brothers  had  feveraf  times 
"been  preferr’d  to  Sons. 

John  Baliol  reply’d,  That  he  was  defcended 
from  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  David  Earl  of 
Huntington ,  and  Bruce  was  defcended  from 
the  fecond  •,  and  that  the  Cuftorn  in  England 
as  well  as  Scotland  was,  that  the  Defendant 
pf  the.  eldeft  Daughter,  tho’  farther- remov’d, 

U  ?  ought; 
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ought  to  inherit  the  Crown  before  one  in  a 
nearer  Degree  defcended  from  the  younger, 
and  if  Brothers  had  at  any  time  been  preferr’d 
to  Sons  in  Scotland  they  were  manifeft  Uiur- 
pations. 

Then  the  King  demanded  the  Opinion  of 
the  Examiners,  whether  the  more  diftant  Des¬ 
cendant  of  the  eldeft  Daughter  ought  not  to 
inherit  before  a  nearer  Defcendant  of  the 
younger.  To  which  all  the  Examiners  una- 
nimoufiy  anfwer’d,  That  by  the  Laws  of  both 
Kingdoms  the  Defcendants  of  the  eldeft 
Daughter  ought  to  be  preferr’d  to  thofe  of  the 
younger.  Whereupon  the  King  appointed  the 
6th  of  November  following  for  the  Parties  tQ 
hear  Judgment.  And  on  the  Day  prefix’d, 
there  being  a  full  A  {Terribly  of  the  States  of 
both  Nations  in  the  Great  Hall  at  Berwick- 
Cajtle ,  and  the  Claims  of  nine  of  the  Com¬ 
petitors  difmifs’d  for  want  of  Profecution, 
the  King  declar’d  that  Robert  Bruce's,  Title 
was  defective.  Whereupon  John  Haftings  de- 
fir’d  to  be  heard,  and  infilled  that  Scotland 
being  a  Fief  depending  on  England ,  ought  to 
be  divided  as  other  Fiefs  of  that  Crown  were, 
among  the  Defcendants  of  the  three  Daugh¬ 
ters,  and  that  he  claim’d  his  Share  therefore 
as  defcended  from  the  youngeft  of  the 
Daughters  of  David  Earl  of  Huntington. 
Robert  Bruce  alfo  declar’d  that  he  fhould  now  ■ 
confine  his  Claim  to  a  third  Part  of  the 
Kingdom,  as  defcended  from  the  Second- : 
Daughter.  But  the  Queftion  being  put  in  the  ; 
Affembly,  whether  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland | 
was  a  devifible  Fee,  it  was uinanimoufly  re-, 
folv’d  that  it  ought  to  defcend  entire,  and  could  ' 
not  be  divided.  And  the  Affembly  was  ad¬ 
journ’d  again  to  the  17th  of  November  ta 

hear 
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hear  Judgment,  at  which  time  the  King  de-  1292. 
flar’d  that  neither  Robert  Bruce  or  John  Haft- 
ings  had  any  Right  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland. 

And  the  reft  having  wav’d  their  Claims,  he 
did  decree  and  adjudge,  as  he  was  the  Superior 
and  Direct  Lord  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland , 
that  John  Baliol  was  the  undoubted  Heir,  and  JohiBa- 
that  he  fhould  be  put  into  the  immediate  Pof- 
feffion  of  that  Kingdom  ;  referving  a  Right 
to  himfelf  and  his  Succeffors  of  profecuting  Crown  of 
their  Claims  when  they  fhould  think  fit.  Two  Scotland . 
Days  after  which  the  King  fign’d  an  Inftru- 
ment,  whereby  he  deliver’d  the  Kingdom  of 
Scotland  into  the  Hands  of  Baliol,  with  a  having 
of  his  own  Rights  •,  and  iftii’d  Orders  to  the 
Governors  of  the  feveral  Caftles  and  For- 
treffes  to  obey  John  Baliol  as  their  Sovereign. 

The  next  Day  Baliol  fwore  Fealty  to  King  Bagel  fast 
Edward  as  Superior  Lord  of  Scotland  at  Nor-  Homage 
ham,  and  afterwards  did  Homage  to  him  in 
Form  at  Newcaftle  for  the  whole  Kingdom  of  for 
Scotland.  From  this  time,  ’tis  obferv’d,  King  laud. 
Edward  begun  to  manifeft  his  Sovereignty 
over  that  Kingdom,  by  taking  upon  him  to 
determine  Law-Suits  and  Differences  arifing 
in  Scotland.  The  Scots  complain  that  before  Th e  Scots 
he  left  Newcaftle ,  a  Berwick  Man  having  re-  offended 
ceiv’d  fome  Injuftice  from  the  Englijh  Com- 
miflioners  in  Scotland ,  Edward  order’d  the  takes  upon 
Matter  to  be  try’d  in  England ,  and  would  to  de¬ 
pot  fuffer  it  to  be  heard  in  Scotland ,  notwith-  *ermfle 
Landing  they  reprefented  that  he  had  engag’d  Qiuiel 
that  no  Scottiftj  Caufes-  fhould  be  cognizable 
in  England.  To  which  King  Edward  very 
juftly  anfwer’d,  that  the  Scots,  who  were  his 
Vaffals,  were  not  to  fit  in  Judgment  on  Com- 
mifiioners  who  adfed  by  the  Authority  of  the. 

Crown  of  England.  But  the  great  Grievance  J2^ 
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was,  his  publishing  a  Declaration  importing, 
that  notwithstanding  he  had,  during  the  Va¬ 
cancy  of  the  Throne  of  Scotland ,  made  fome 
Promifes  proper  for  that  time,  and  which  he 
had  exa&ly  obferv’d  in  that  Interval,  he  did 
not  nhw  think  himfelf  oblig’d  by  them.  And 
made  King  Baliol  fign  an  Inftrument,  whereby 
he  releas’d  King  Edward  from  all  Promifes 
and  Concefiions  made  by  the  King  of  England 
during  the  Vacancy  of  the  Throne  of  Scot¬ 
land.  In  return  for  which  King  Edward  ex¬ 
ecuted  a  Writing,  whereby  he  acknowledg’d 
that  he  claim’d  no  Right  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Scotland  but  that  of  Homage,  as  their  Su¬ 
preme  Lord, 

Soon  after  a  Merchant  of  Guienne  exhibited 
a  Complaint  to  King  Edward ,  Setting  forth 
that  Alexander  III.  late  King  of  Scotland ,  being 
indebted  to  him,  he  had  applied  to  John  his 
Succeffor,  the  prefent  King,  for  the  Payment 
of  it,  but  he  refus’d  ;  and  therefore  the  Mer¬ 
chant  demanded  Juftice  of  theKing  of  England , 
Whereupon  Edward  Summon'd  the  King  of 
Scotland  to  appear  arid  anfwer  the  Charge  at 
Wejlminjler  on  the  Morrow  after  Afcenfion- 
Day.  A  fecond  Summons  was  Sent  for  the 
King  of  Scotland  to  appear  before  King  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Day  after  'trinity  Sunday,  on  the 
Complaint  of  Macduff  Earl  of  Fife ,  whom 
King  Edward  had  put  into  Pofleftion  of  cer¬ 
tain  Lands  in  Scotland  during  the  Vacancy  of 
that  Throne,  and  King  John  had  difpoflefs’d 
Since  his  Accefiion.  He  was  fummon’d  alfo 
to  appear  before  the  King  of  England  upon 
three  or  four  other  Complaints  ;  but  that 
which  was  moft  infifted  on  was,  his  refuftng 
to  do  Juftice  to  the  abovefaid  Macduff  Earl  of 
Fife,  Baliol  being  in  no  Condition  to  dis¬ 
pute 
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Hite  King  Edward’s  Commands  at  prefent,  1293. 
ippear’d  before  the  Englijh  Parliament  ;  but 
nfiited  that  thefe  Profecutions  concerning  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  of  Scotland  he  He  refiifes 
:ould  not  anfwer  without  firft  advifing  with  c°  P^d  t0 
ais  Nobility.  Which  Excufe  being  difallow’d,  L^roughc 
t  was  adjudg’d  that  three  of  his  Caftles  agaiml 
Ihould  be  deliver’d  into  the  King’s  Hands  till  him, 
Satisfaction  was  made.  However,  Baliol  pre¬ 
ferring  a  Petition  to  the  King  for  time  till  the 
Eajler  following  to  anfwer  the  Complaint,  in 
which  he  acknowledg’d  the  King  of  England’s 
Superiority,  the  time  was  given  him  which 
ae  requir’d.  But  Baliol ,  highly  provok’d  1294; 
that  he  had  been  compell’d  to  appear  before  Balif  in~ 
the  Parliament  of  England  as  a  Delinquent,  censd‘ 
determin’d,  ’tis  faid,  from  that  Moment  to 
deliver  himfelf  from  the  Vaffalage  of  that 
Crown  ;  and  a  Quarrel  which  happen’d  be¬ 
tween  France  and  England  at  this  time,  gave 
him  Hopes  he  fhould  foon  have  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  etfedting  his  Defigns.  An  Englifh  and 
a  Norman  Sailor  falling  out  in  a  Sea-Port 
Town  of  Guienne ,  the  Norman  was  kill’d  in 
the  Quarrel.  Whereupon  the  Normans  fur- 
priz’d  an  Englijh  Ship  upon  their  Coaft,  and  A  Rupture 
hang’d  up  the  Mailer  at  the  Yard-Arm.  with 
After  which  the  Englijh  and  Nortnans  never  France' 
fail’d  to  engage  one  another  whenever  their 
Ships  met  at  Sea,  till  at  length  a  Fleet  of 
fixty  large  Englijh  Ships  meeting  with  two 
hundred  Norman  Veilels  loaden  with  Wine, 

(took  them  all  and  carried  them  into  England. 
.Hitherto  the  War  had  been  carried  on  by  pri¬ 
vate  Merchants  •,  but  upon  this  great  Capture 
the  French  King  demanded  Satisfaction,  and 
jeven  fummon’d  King  Edward  to  appear  and 
anfwer  this  Violence  before  the  Peers  of  France 
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1295.  as  he  was  a  Vaffal  of  that  Crown.  Ball 
p'J'TF  finding  there  was  like  to  be  a  Rupture  be 
tween  Franr?  and  England,  fent  over  Arr 
Alliance  bafihdors  privately  to  France ,  and  made  a 
with. Fr&u-t  Alliance,  Offenfive  and  Defenfive,  with  tha 
Wfr; .  Crown  *,  in  which  it  was  agreed  alio,  that  Ec 
^  '  ‘Heard  the  Son  of  Job n,  King  of  Scoila.no. 

fhould  marry  ’the  Daughter  of  Charles  c 
Valois,  Earl  of  Anjou,  and  Brother  of  Phili 
foe  Fair  King  of  France  of  which  King  Ec 
ward  recieving  Advice,  determin’d  to  sriv 
Philip  any  Satisfaction,  in  relation  to  the  Cap 
ture  of  the  Norman  Ships,  rather  than  be  di 
verted  from  revenging  himfelf  upon  Balio 
He  fent  over  his  Brother  Edmund  therefore  t 
the  Court  of  France,  to  endeavour  to  pacif 
K.  EFv.  Philip.  And  it  was  at  length  agreed,  that  Kin; 
yields  part  Edward  fhould  deliver  into  the  Hands  c 


cf  Giasrmi  Bhddp  good  part  of  the  Province  of  Guiennt 
lf^b  as  a  Pledge  and  Security,  that  Edward  woul 
tc-ty?  on  make  Satisfaction  for  the  taking  the  Norma 
certain  Ships ;  and  the  French  King  promis’d,  tha 
CcKcncns  on  receiving  fuch  Satisfaction  he  would  reftor 
it  ag_in.  Whereupon  Edward  fent  Orders  t 
his  Governors  in  Gutenne,  to  put  feveral  of  th 
principal  Towns  into  the  Poffefiion  of  th 
French,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  War  Baliol  King  of  Scotland  in  the  mean  tim 


ecnnnen-  had  renounc’d  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Kim 
ceioenveen  Qf  j hrgiand,  bid  him  Defiance,  and  got  him 
felf  and  his  Nobility  abfolv’d  from  the  Oath 
lar.d.  they  had  taken  to  King  Edward  by  the  Pops 
T2-36.  Edward  thereupon  affembled  his  Army  am 
march’d  as  far  as  Newcajlle,  where  he  under 
flood  that  the  Scots  had  fallen  upon  fom 
Englifo  Troops  that  lay  upon  the  Borders 
and  kill’d  a  Thoufand  of  them.  The  Sea 
alfo  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  deftroy  par 
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if  the  Englijh  Fleet  that  was  defign’d  to  ait-  1296: 
end  the  Army  in  this  Expedition,  which  V*Y"V 
ijave  them  great  Hopes  of  Succefi.  On  the 
>ther  hand,  Edward,  ’tis  faid,  made  an  Of- 
er  of  the  Crown  of  Scotland  to  Bruce ,  Baliol’ i 
lival,  which  brought  over  a  great  Party  in 
hat  Nation  to  his  Intereft j  then  the  King 
dvancing  at  the  Head  of  a  powerful  Army, 
lid  Siege  to  Berwick,  which  he  took  by  the  Berwick 
olloWing  Stratagem.  Having  lain  fome  taken  by 
Days  before  the  Town,  he  rais’d  the  Siege  and 
narch’d  away,  and  ordering  fo'me  Soldiers  to 
iefert  to  the  Town,  he  inftrudted  them  to 
ay,  that  the  Approach  of  King  Baliol  at  the 
dead  of  a  numerous  Army  was  the  Occafion 
if  it ;  others  related  that  the  Scolijh  Army 
vas  within  a  League  of  Berwick.  Upon 
vhich  the  Townfmen  and  feveral  of  the  Gar- 
ifon  went  out  to  meet  their  Friends,  not 
beaming  that  the  Englijh  Army  was  ftill  ih 
heir  Neighbourhood  •,  When  on  a  fudden  they 
vere  attack’d  by  the  Englijh ,  who  purfu’d 
hem  to  the  Town,  arid  enter'd  the  Gate's 
vith  them,  and  after  a  great  Slaughter  of  the 
jarrifon,  made  themfelves  Mailers  of  the 
Place.  .. 

From  Berwick  King  Edwakd  marched  and  K.  E<faj. 
aid  Siege  to  Dunbar ■,  which  Baliol  advancing 
:o  relieve,  there  happen’d  a  general  Battle  :  ®  ^  oveJ.c” 
rhe  Scots  were  defeated  and  loft  upwards  of  the  Sats  at 
wenty  thoufand  Men  ;  whereupon  Dunbar  Dunbar. 
dpen’d  her  Gates  to  the  Conqueror.  Imme- 
liately  after  King  Edward  befieg’d  Roxb'o- 
' ough  and  took  it,  frond  whence  he  advanc’d  to 
Edinburgh,  rhe  Caftle  whereof  fu’rrender’d  with¬ 
in  aWeek’s  time.  He  afterwards  made  himfeff 
Matter  of  Sterling,  Perth ,  and  fo  many  other 
ftrong  Towns,  that  Baliol  and  the  whole  Na- 
Vol  XVII;  X  lion 
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1 296.  tlon  came  in  and  fubmitted  themfelves  to  his 
Mercy  before  the  end  of  the  Campaign.  Ba~ 
Ballet  re-  hoi  with  a  white  Wand  in  his  Hand,  formal- 
Lgns  his  jy  furrender’d  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland  to 
k^Ed™  King  Edward ,  to  be  difpos’d  of  at  his  Plea- 
fare,  and  the  People  promis’d  to  become  his 
faithful  Subjedcs.  Bali&l’s  Refignation  being 
drawn  up  in  Writing  alfo,  was  Sign’d  by  him 
and  molt  of  the  Barons  of  Scotland ,  and  Seal’d 
with  me  Great  Seal  of  that  Kingdom  j  and 
Which  the  King  Edward  having  affembled  the  States  of 
States  of  Scotland  at  Berwick ,  they  confirm’d  the  Sur^ 
cotiTm  render  that  had  been  made#  and  fwore  Alle- 
andfwear  giance  to  King  Edward,  together  with  all 
Allegiance  Officers  and  Magiftrates  that  were  polfefs’d 
to  him.  0y  any  piaces  0f  Xruft  or  Profit  in  that  King¬ 
dom  r  Earl  Douglas  was  the  only  Nobleman 
who  refus’d#  and  was  thereupon  lent  Prifoner 
BccMztA  into  England,  where  he  died..  Baliol  was  fent 
feveral  of  Up  t0  London  alfo#  btrt  not  kept  in  clofe  Con- 
Nobility  fine  men  t,  having  the  Liberty  of  ten  Miles 
brought  to  found  that  City  allow’d  him  to  Hunt  and  take 
Lngland.  his  Pkafure#  and  was  afterwards  remov’d 
to  Oxford,  where  a  College  of  that  Name 
had  been  founded  by  his  Father,  now  call’d 
Baliol-College :  And  here  he  had  the  Company 
of  many  of  his  learned  Countrymen,  whom 
King  Edward  had  remov’d  thither  from  the 
Scotijh  Accademies.-  Several  other  Scotijh 
Lords  were  carried  into  England ,  and  order’d 
not  to  go  South  of  Erent  on  pain  of  lofing 
their  Heads.  The  famous  Chair  and  Stone  011 
which  their  Kings  were  Crown’d  alfo  were  re- 
mov’d  to  Weftminjler  $  of  which  there  was  a 
Tradition  among,  the  Scots,  that  while  they1 
Remain’d  amongll  them  their  Country  fhoulc 
not  be  conquer’d#  but  on  the  Removal  0: 
ffeeto  there  would  happen  fome  great  Revolu- 
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don.  The  Crown  and  the  reft  of  the  Regalia  i*g& 
ilfo  were  fent  to  England  and  lodg’d  at  Weft- 
minfter.  AndEdward  further  todemonftrate  his 
Conqueft,  caus’d  the  Records  of  the  King¬ 
dom  to  be  burnt,  and  abrogated  their  an- 
tient  Laws..  After  which  John  Warren  Earl 
of  Surrey  and  Sujfex  being  conftiuuted  Vice¬ 
roy  or  Lieutenant  of  Scotland ,  Hugh  de  Cref- 
fmgham  T reafurer,  and  William  Qrmjby  Chief- 
Juftice ;  King  Edward  return’d  to  England 
in  Triumph. 

It  was  a  great  Mortification  to  him  how-  k.  Philip 
ever,  to  find  that  Philip  the  Fair  refus’d  to  refu(es  to 
reftore  the  Towns  he  had  pledg’d  to  him  in 
Guienne ,  according  to  his  Promife.  We  meet  Xmvns  in 
with  feveral  Letters  in  Rymer  wherein  King  Guienne, 
Edward  complains  of  the  Injuftice  and  Infin-  which  oc> 
cerity  of  the  French  King  on  this  Occafion,  War^itfi 
One  particularly  to  theEccJefiaftical  and  Tern-  Framf 
poral  Nobility  in  Guienne ,  wherein  he  excufes 
his  haying  treated  with  France  without  their 
Advice,  and  acquaints  them  that  they  had 
not  been  fo  much  impos’d  upon  as  he  was 
himfelf  in  this  matter. 

King  Edward  refen  ting  the  Treachery  and 
Bafenefs  of  the  French  Court,  renounc’d  the 
Homage  he  had  done  to  Philip ,  and  defied 
him,  after  the  Cuftom  of  thofe  Times  j  and 
Cent  over  a  Body  of  Troops  to  Guienne ,  under 
the  Command  of  Prince  Edmund ,  to  defend 
|he  Towns  that  were  yet  in  his  Pofieffion 
jthere  •,  between  whom  and  the  French  Gene-- 
rals  there  happen’d  feveral  SkirmUhes,  but 
nothing  decifive. 

King  Edward  intended  to  have  made  his 
principal  Eifotts  on  the  fide  of  Flanders  ;  and 
to  that  eqd  had  enter’d  into  an  Alliance  with 
Earl  qf  Flanders ,  Adolphus  of  Najfau, 

&  ?  lately 
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1297.  lately  eleded  Emperor,  Albert  Duke  of  An- 
ftria,  the  Duke  of  Brabant,  the  Elector  of 
Cologn ,  the  Earls  of  Holland ,  Juliers ,  and 
Luxemburgh ,  and  feveral  other  German  Prin¬ 
ces,  who  all  declar’d  War  againlt  Frqnce  at 
the  fame  time. 

A  Supply  The  King  in  order  to  rajfe  Forces,  and  the 
granted  for  feveral  Sums  had  ob’V'd  nimfelf  to  pay 
the  French  Ctmic...  allies,  call’d  a  Parliament  to  meet 
at  St.  Edmundjbury ,  and  obtain’d  a  Grant  of 
an  eighth  of  the  Goods  of  all  Citizens  and 
Burgefles,  and  a  twelfth  from  the  reft  of  the 
The  Cler-  Laity  ;  but  upon  Application  to  the  Clergy, 
^ey  refus’d  to  give  any  thing,  having  been 
re/hfinga  Pr°hibited  by  Pope  B  niface  to  pay  any  Tax 
Supply6  without  the  Conft.nt  of  the  See  of  Rome,  un¬ 
der  levere  Penalties.  The  King  however  ap¬ 
plied  to  them  a  fecond  time,  but  with  no  bet¬ 
ter  Succefs;  whereupon  he  feiz’d  on  their  Lay- 
Fees,  and  put  them  out  of  his  Protection, 
declaring  they  fhould  have  no  Benefit  of  the 
Laws  of  the  Land,  which  induc’d  fome  of 
the  Clergy  to  think  better  of  it  ;  the  Arch- 
biffiop  of  York,  the  Bifhops  of  Durham, 

They  fob-  Salijbury ,  and  Lincoln  fubmitted  to  advance 
a  fifth  part  of  their  Goods  j  but  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury ,  who  incited  others  to 
Hand  out,  had  all  his  Goods  feiz’d,  with  thofe 
of  the  Monafteries  in  his  Diocefs,  the  King’s 
Officers  being  appointed  to  receive  their  Re¬ 
venues,  only  allowing  the  Monks  a  bare  Snb- 
fiftance  out  of  them  •,  but  th'efe  alfo  complied 
at  length,  and  were  receiv’d  into  Favour  up¬ 
on  yielding  the  King  a  fourth  part  of  their 
Goods. 

Soon  after  the  King  afiembled  the  Barons 
at  Salijbury ,  propofing  to  attack  France  both 
on  the  fide  of  Gidenne  and  Flanders ,  but  the 

Barons 
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Borons  refus’d  to  embark  in  either  Expediti-  1 297. 
on.  Hugh  Bigot  Earl  Marfhal  of  England , 
and  Humphrey  Bohun  High  Conflable,  moft  yonse  re^e 
oppos’d  this  Service,  and  the  Earl  Marfhal  to  ferve  in 
declar’d  in  plain  Terms,  He  would  not  go  Guienne . 
over.  Whereupon  the  King  fwore,  By  the 
Eternal  God,  he  fhould  go  or  be  hang’d. 

To  which  the  Earl  replied.  By  the  fame  E- 
ternal  God?  he  would  neither  go  nor  be 
bang’d.  And  fo  left  the  Affembly  abruptly. 

The  King  however  being  determin’d  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  his  Flanders  Expedition,  did  not  think 
bt  to  difcover  his  Refentment  at  that  time, 
tho’  it  was  not  long  before  he  turn’d  out  both 
the  Conflable  and  Marfhal  for  fome  Mifde- 
meanor  in  their  refpedtive  Offices. 

As  the  King  was  about  to  embark  for  Flan-  Their 
ders  he  receiv’d  from  the  Lords  and  Commons  Grievances 
a  long  Roll  of  their  feveral  Grievances, 
chiefly  relating  to  the  great  Duties  impos’d 
on  Wool,  and  the  Infringements  of  the  two 
Great  Charters  *,  all  which  the  King  promis’d 
fpeedily  to  redrefs,  defiring  that  they  would 
endeavour  to  preferve  the  Publick  Peace  du¬ 
ring  his  Abfeiice. 

King  Edward  being  arriv’d  in  Flanders  with  k.  EJt». 
a  fmall  Body  of  Troops,  much  fewer  than  he  goes' over 
I  defign’d  to  have  carried  over  if  his  Barons  had  Glanders.-, 
been  in  better  Temper,  expedting  that  his 
:  German  Allies  would  have  join’d  him  with 
(  their  refpedtive  Quota’s,  and  in  fome  Mea- 
1  fure  have  fupplied  his  Deficiencies,  was  mi- 
t  ferably  difappointed.  The  Emperor  excus’d 
i  himfelf  on  Account  of  fome  Infurredlions  and 
Difturbances  in  the  Empire  •,  the  Dukes  of 
1  Aufiria ,  Brabant ,  and  Luxemburgh  had  been 
I]  bought  off  by  the  French  King,  and  the  Earl 


Flanders  himfelf  was  fo  diffracted  by  ■p 

Fadfion 
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*2-3 7-  Faction  at  home,  that  he  was  difabled  con- 
tributing  much  to  the  War  with  France. 

While  the  Allies  were  in  thefe  Circum- 
fiances,  Philip  enter’d  Flanders  with  an  Ar¬ 
my  of  fixty  thoufand  Men,  and  having  deT 
feated  a  Body  of  Forces  commanded  by  the 
Duke  of  Juliers,  one  of  the  Confederate  Ge¬ 
nerals,  inverted  Lijle ,  which  furrender’d  after 
a  Siege  of  three  Months  j  the  Towns  of  Do - 
Selug  un-  way.  Court  ray,  and  Bruges  alfo  open’d  their 
fuccefsful  Gates  to  Philip  ;  and  as  King  Edward  had  left 
ma£s  a  difcontented  Nobility  at  home,  from  whom 
Trucewith  he  could  expedb  no  Reinforcements  or  Sup- 
f ranee.  plies,  and  had  receiv’d  Advice  that  the  foots 

were  again  in  Motion,  he  found  himfelf  under 
a  Neceflity  of  concluding  a  Truce  with  the 
King  of  France  ;  which  that  Prince  was  not 
very  averfe  to,  fince  he  was  thereby  to  remain 
in  Portefiion  of  all  his  Conquefts. 

While  King  Edward  continu’d  in  Flanders , 
his  Son  Prince  Edward ,  who  with  the  Bifhop 
pf  London ,  the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  and  the 
Lords  Grey  and  Clifford  were  left  Regents, 
had,  by  the  King’s  Direction,  in  order  to  keep 
all  things  quiet  at  home,  aflembled  a  Parlia- 
'Magna  ment,  and  in  it  confirm’d  Magna  Charts 
Charta  and  the  For  eft  Charter,  which  were  afterwards 
confirm’d.  penC  to  the  King  in  Flanders ,  and  feal’d  with 
the  Broad  Seal  there.  In  the  mean  time, 
King  Edward  having  drawn  a  great  Number 
of  Troops  out  of  the  Garrifons  in  Scotland % 
in  order  to  fecure  England  againft  the  difaf- 
Waltace  fedted  Barons,  William  Wallace  or  Wallis,  a 
incites  an  Scot  oi  mean  Extraction  and  no  great  For- 
an^inW-  tune,>  ^id  hold  of  this  Opportunity,  and  in-? 
land.  ^  cited  his  Countrymen  to  have  recourfe  to 
Arms  again,  for  the  Recovery  of  their  Li¬ 
berties  :  The  Juncture  being  deem’d  extreme- 
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ly  favourable,  there  was  immediately  a  ge-  1298. 
neral  InfurreCtion  of  the  People  againft  the 
Englijh,  who  were  driven  out  of  moft  of  the 
Towns  they  poffefs’d,  and  great  Cruelties 
exercis’d  on  fuch  as  fell  into  their  Hands. 

Berwick  was  the  only  Place  of  Strength  that 
remain’d  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Englijh  of 
all  their  Conquefts. 

In  this  Situation  King  Edward  found 
things  on  his  return  to  England ,  whereupon 
he  fummon’d  all  the  Barons  and  Vafials  of 
the  Crown  to  meet  him  with  their  Troops  at 
Carlijle  on  Whitfun-Eve ,  and  in  the  meant 
time  to  give  them  entire  Satisfaction,  con¬ 
firm’d  the  two  Charters  again,  at  a  Parlia¬ 
ment  held  at  York. 

From  Carlijle  the  King  march’d  into  the  TJie  Batik 
Heart  of  Scotland ,  and  coming  up  with  the  of  Faltirki 
Enemy  near  Falkirk ,  determin’d  to  give  them 
Battle  ;  but  while  he  was  marfhalling  his 
Troops,-  a  Shout  being  heard  in  the  Scotijh 
Camp,  the  Englijh  immediately  run  to  their 
Arms,  in  Expectation  of  being  attack’d ; 
the  King  himfelf  alfo  was  about  to  mount  at 
the  fame  Inftant,  and  putting  his  Foot  in  the 
Stirrup,  the  Horfe  frighted  at  the  Noife,  threw 
him  down,  and  with  a  Kick  broke  or  very 
m  uch  bruis’d  two  of  his  Ribs  %  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  he  proceeded  to  draw  up  his  Ar¬ 
my,  and  falling  upon  the  Scots,  who  were 
more  confiderable  for  their  Numbers  than 
their  Difcipline,  he  intirely  defeated  them,- 
killing  frxty  thoufand  of  them  upon  the  Spot, 
according  to  fome Writers  •,  however  if  it  was 
half  that  Number,  it  was  a  very  terrible 
Slaughter Certain  it  is,  the  Scots  were  fo  The  Scoff 
‘broken  by  this  Blow,  that  they  abandon’d  driven  to 
-the  Towns  they  had  pofiefs’d  themfelves  oftheir 

and  Mountains 
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and  fled  to  the  Woods  and  Mountains.  The 
reafon  Wallace  met  with  no  better  Succefs, 
*tis  faid,  proceeded  from  the  ill  Temper  of* 
the  Scotijh  Nobility,  who  envied  his  Succefs  ; 
being  apprehenfive  that  he  aim’d  at  theCrown, 
and  they  could  not  bear  to  think  of  being 
Subjedt  to  a  Perfon  they  look’d  upon  to  be  fo 
much  their  Inferior.  But  hovtever  that  be. 
King  Edward  having  put  Garrifons  into  the 
Fortified  Places,  and  regulated  the  Affairs  of 


4299.  that  Kingdom,  return’d  home.  Soon  after. 


Quienne 
reftor’d  to 
England  by 
«  T  reaty 
Tpf  Peace. 


by  the  Umpirage  of  Pope  Boniface ,  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  was  concluded  between  France  and 
England ,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the 
French  King  fhould  reftore  the  Dutchy  o£ 
Guienne  *,  that  King  Edward  fhould  marry 
the  Princefs  Margaret  King  Philip's  Sifter ; 
and  that  Prince  Edward  fhould  marry  the 
Princefs  Ifabella  Philip's  Daughter  *,  and  Ki'ng 
Baliol ,  being  deliver’d  into  the  Hands'  of5  the 
Pope,  was  fuffer’d  to  refifle  upcm  his  own 
Eftate  in  France.  . 

The  Scots  defir’d  to  be  included  in  this 
Peace,  but  could  not  obtain  the  Favour, 
and  as  they  were  deferred  by  their  Ally 
the  French  King,  fo  King  Edward  found  him- 
felf  under  a  Neceflity  of  abandoning  the  Earl 


It.  Henry 
confirms 
the  Great 
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of  Flanders ,  who  being  perfuaded  to  go  to 
Paris  and  treat  with  Philip  in  Perfon,  that 
Prince  detain’d  him  in  Prifon  there,  notwith- 
ftanding  he  had  given  him  a  fafe  Conduct. 


The  Kins: 


being 


return’d  from  Scotland 


Marries 
the  French 
King’s 
Sitter. 


held  a  Parliament  at  London ,  where  he  again 
confirm’d  the  Great  Charter,  and  for  the  Sa- 
tisfadtion  of  the  Nobility,  left  out  the  offen- 
five  Claufe  of  Salvo  jure  Coronce  710ft r a  •,  after 
which  he  folemniz’d  his  Marriage  with  the 
French  King’s  Sifter  at  Canterbury. 
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In  the  mean  time  Wallace  perceiving  the 
Scotijh  Nobility  jealous  of  him,  refign’d  his 
Command*  and  added  as  a  private  Man  in 
their  Army  5  whereupon  they  pitch’d  upon 
John  Cummin *  a  Nobleman  of  Royal  Extrac¬ 
tion,  to  command  their  Troops,  who  per- 
fuaded  them  while  King  Edward  was  at  a 
diftance,  and  the  Winter  prevented  the  re¬ 
inforcing  the  Englijhi  to  take  up  Arms  again 
and  endeavour  to  recover  their  Liberties  ;  but 
King  Edward  marching  into  Scotland  at  the 
Head  of  a  formidable  Army,  entirely  routed 
and  difpers’d  the  Scots ,  and  thofe  that  efcap’d 
retir’d  to  their  Mountains  and  Moraffes  again, 
where  alone  they  could  meet  with  any  Safety. 

In  this  low  Condition  they  fent  to  King  Ed¬ 
ward  to  defire  he  would  of  his  Bounty  relfore 
their  King,  and  fuffer  them  to  redeem  luch 
of  their  Lands  as  he  had  conferr’d  on  his  Of¬ 
ficers  who  attended  him  in  thefe  Expeditions* 
But  the  King  would  not  hearken  to  either  of 
thefe  Proposals,  whereupon  they  offer’d  the 
Pope  the  Sovereignty  of  their  Kingdom,  and 
put  themfelves  under  his  Protection,  and 
Pope  Boniface  fent  a  Letter  to  King.  Edward , 
reprefenting  that  Scotland  ever  belong’d  to  the 
Church  of  Rome  ;  and  that  King  Edward  had 
'  no  Right  to  that  Kingdom  ;  he  rebuk’d  him 
;  alfo  for  imprifoning  the  Scotijh  Bifhops,  and 
many  other  ACts  of  Violence  ;  and  order’d 
him  to  fend  Ambaffadors  to  Rome  to  defend 
;  his  Pretenfions.  Which  provok’d  the  King 
1  to  that  Degree  that  he  fwore,  he  would  de- 
ftroy  the  whole  Nation  of  the  Scots.  To 
'  which,  ’tis  faid,  the  Scotijh  Commiffioners 
!  who  were  prefent,  replied,  That  he  would 
•  find  that  no  eafy  Matter,  for  the  Scots  were 
determin’d  to  ipend  tbe  laid  Drop  qf  their 
Vql.  XVII.  Y  Blood 
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1300.  Blood  in  defence  of  their  Liberties.  The 
King  of  France  however  had  fuch  an  Influ- 
King  in-  ence  over  King  Edward  at  this  time,  that  he 
terpofes  in  procur’d  a  fhort  Truce  for  the  Scots.  And 
behalf  of  now-  prince  Edward  being  about  feventeen 
and  obtains  Years  of  Age,  was  invefted  with  the  Princi- 
a  Truce  pality  of  Wales  and  Earldom  of  Chefter. 
for  them.  The  following  Year  the  King  fummon’d  a 
The^Ba"  Par^ament  to  meet  at  Lincoln ,  to  confider 
rons  an-"  t^ie  Pope’s  Pretenfions  to  Scotland ,  and  an 
fwer  the  Anfwer  was  agreed  on  to  the  Pope’s  Letter 
Pope’sLet-  on  this  Subject,  wherein  they  acquaint  him, 
ter  con-  that  England  had  long  enjoy’d  the  Sovereign- 
Pmtenfions  ty  of  Scotland  ;  and  that  the  Church  of  Rome 
so  Scotland,  had  no  Pretence  to  intermeddle  in  the  Tem¬ 
poral  Affairs  of  that  Kingdom  5  that  the 
Parliament  would  never  agree  that  the  King’s 
Prerogative  in  this  Cafe  fhould  be  call’d  in 
Queftion,  or  that  he  fhould  fend  Ambafia- 
dors  to  Rome  to  defend  his  Rights  ;  and  de- 
fir’d  that  his  Holinefs  would  not  difturb  the 
Peace  of  the  Kingdom,  or  to  that  Effed  j 
which  Letter  was  fign’d  by  an  hundred  Earls 
and  Barons.  This  Letter  was  follow’d  by 
another  of  the  King’s,  and  a  Memorial, 
fhewing  that  Scotland  had  always  been  held  of 
the  Crown  of  England  ;  But  in  very  refped- 
ful  Terms. 

1302.  King  Edward  return’d  to  Scotland  at  the 
The  Scots  Expiration  of  the  Truce,  and  remain’d  there 
of  the  during  the  Winter  j  but  the  French  King, 
Ujh  Army,  however,  prevail’d  on  him  to  renew  it  till 
November  following,  when  John  de  Segrave 
was  fent  down  with  a  Body  of  Troops  to 
harrafs  the  Scots ,  and  compel  them  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  King  Edward's  Authority.  This 
General  having  divided  his  Forces  into  three 
Parts,  the  better  to  execute  his  Orders,  was 

furpriz’d 
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hirpriz’d  by  the  Scots  and  made  Prifoner,  i3°2- 
but  foon  after  refcu’d  by  another  part  of  his 
Army :  However,  the  Scots  affirm  that  all  the 
three  Bodies  were  defeated  in  one  Day,  and 
make  it  great  Matter  of  Triumph.  Certain  1303. 
it  is,  the  Year  following  King  Edward  thought  King  ££ 
fit  to  march  down  to  Scotland  in  Perfon  at  ^  tha 
the  Head  of  a  numerous  Army,  and  the  Scots  Scots  again 
having  no  Forces  in  the  Field  able  to  oppofe  and  they 
him,  he  penetrated  as  far  as  Cathnefs ,  the  ut-  l^mifto 
molt  Northern  Promontory  of  that  Kingdom,  his  Go_ 
and  diftrefs’d  them  to  that  Degree  that  moft  vernment. 
of  them  came  in  and  fubmitted  to  his  Mercy  : 

He  receiv’d  them  favourably,  fuffering  them 
to  purchafe  their  Lands  that  had  been  given 
to  the  Englijh ,  and  to  live  in  Peace  under  his 
Government.  At  the  End  of  the  Campaign 
he  order’d  Sterling-Cajlle ,  a  1  moft  the  only 
Fortrefs  that  held  out,  to  be  invefted,  and 
his  Troops  having  block’d  up  the  Place  all 
Winter,  he  return’d  thither  the  following  1304, 
Spring  and  commanded  the  Siege  in  Perfon,  Sterling 
and  in  the  Month  of  July,  1304,  the  Gar-  ^ken. 
rifon  was  oblig’d  to  furrender  at  Difcretion  ; 
whereupon  he  fent  the  Governor  Olifard  Pri¬ 
foner  to  the  Tower  of  London ,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Officers  he  confin’d  in  other  Places.  The 
Scots  who  had  retir’d  to  the  Bogs  and  Moun¬ 
tains  during  King  Edward’s  March  thro’  their 
Country  being  commanded  by  the  famous 
William  Wallace ,  had  harrafs’d  King  Edward’s  Wallace 
Troops,  and  cut  in  Pieces  the  Englijh  Strag-  taken  and 
lers,  putting  fome  of  them  to  cruel  Deaths,  executed  as 
This  Man  being  betray’d  into  King  Edward’s  a  raytor’ 
Hands,  he  caus’d  him  .to  be  try’d  for  High  j 
Treafon  in  England,  and  being  con vitfted  and  3  5‘ 

condemned  as  a  Tray  tor,  he  was  executed  in 
Purfuance  to  that  Sentence  by  drawing,  hang- 

Y  2  ing 
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1305.  ing  and  quartering,  at  which  the  Scotijh  Hi- 
ftorians  and  their  Friend  Rapin  grievoufly  ex¬ 
claim.  But  if  it  be  confider’d  that  Wallace , 
without  any  Pretence  of  Authority,  or  the 
Concurrence  of  the  Nobility  of  Scotland , 
rais’d  Troops  and  oppos’d  King  Edward  after 
made  a  Conqueft  of  that  Kingdom, 
Severity  13  anc^  tae  wh°le  Nation  had  in  a  manner  fub- 
mitted  s  that  he  us’d  the  Engl'ifo  barbaroufly 
that  fell  into  his  Hands  ",  that  King  Edward 
look’d  upon  Scotland  as  united  to  England ,  as 
he  well  might,  after  he  had  three  times  con¬ 
quer’d  it,  and  the  States  had  fubmitted  and 
taken  the  Oaths  to  him  as  their  Sovereign  •, 
if  we  confider  all  this,  and  that  Wallace ,  an 
obfcure  Man,  without  any  Authority,  took 
upon  him  to  oppofe  and  difturb  the  Settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Punifhment  in- 
ftidted  on  him  was  no  more  than  what  any 
other  Cqnqueror  in  the  like  Circumftances, 
perhaps,  would  have  executed,  and  that  by 
Martial  Law,  without  indulging  him  a  Trial 
in  the  Civil  Courts.  As  to  his  being  convidfed 
by  the  Laws  of  England ,  it  is  evident,  as  has 
been  obferv’d  already,  that  King  Edward 
then  look’d  upon  England  and  Scotland  as  one 
united  Kingdom,  and  fubjedt  to  the  fame 
Laws.  Had  the  King  intended  the  Nations 
Ihould  have  remain’d  diftindt,  he  would  infal¬ 
libly  have  been  crown’d  King  of  Scotland  after 
his  Conqueft  of  it.  He  l'uffer’d  this  infamous 
Punifhment  therefore  to  be  inflidted  on  Wal¬ 
lace  probably  as  the  propereft  Means  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  future  Infurredfions  in  Scotland ,  ha¬ 
ving  experienc’d  the  Succefs  of  the  like  Pro- 
TiicCourts  ceeding  on  the  Conqueft  of  Wales.  But  to 
of  King's-  return.  King  Edward  having  fettled  the  State 
fxchequet  of  chat  Kingdom,  left  John  dc  Segrave  Go- 
remov’d  vernor 
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vernor  of  it ;  and  coming  to  York  he  remov’d  V305- 
the  Courts  of  King* s-Bench  and  Exchequer  f 
from  thence,  which  had  been  held  there  about  wherethey 
feve  n  Years,  on  account  of  the  King’s  frequent  liad  re- 
Refidence  in  the  North.  main* d  fe- 

The  Nation  being  now  at  Peace,  the  King  ven  Yeais- 
took  this  Opportunity  of  infpedting  and  re- 
forming  the  Civil  Government.  Sir  Nicholas  civil  Go- 
Segrave,  who  had  been  charg’d  with  treafon-  vernment 
able  P radices  by  Sir  John  Cromwell ,  and  of-  mEvglmS. 
fer’d  to  juftify  his  Innocence  by  fingle  Com¬ 
bat  with  his  Accufer,  going  over  Sea  to  en¬ 
gage  his  Adverfary  contrary  to  the  King’s 
exprefs  Prohibition,  was  capitally  convidted 
for  his  Contempt,  but  pardon’d  on  the  Intcr- 
ceffion  of  fome  great  Men.  But  there  ap¬ 
pear’d  to  be  much  higher  Offences  that  re¬ 
quir’d  the  King’s  Animadverfion  *,  during  the 
Wars  in  Scotland ,  the  Sheriffs,  Judges  and 
Officers  of  the  inferior  Courts  of  Juftice  were 
generally  corrupted,  all  manner  of  Violences 
and  Mifdemeanors  had  gone  unpunifh’d,  a 
Bribe  was  found  to  attone  for  almoft  any 
Crime  y  whereupon  the  King  lent  Commif- 
fioners  thro9  all  the  Counties  in  England  to 
enquire  how  the  Laws  had  been  executed,  and 
what  Officers  of  Juftice  had  fail’d  in  their 
Duty  *,  but  he  contented  himfelf,  it  feems, 
with  punifhing  them  by  large  Fines,  which 
brought  a  great  deal  of  Money  into  his  Trea- 
fury.  However,  to  ffiew  that  the  Greatnefs  Prince  EJ- 
of  no  Man’s  Perfon  ftaould  fkreen  him  from  wm?coni‘ 
Juftice,  he  order’d  his  own  Son  the  Prince  to  ^{-^ngOX 
•he  committed  for  breaking  the  Park  of  the  the  Bifhop 
Bifhop  of  Chejler,  and  fome  other  Violences  of  Cbeftr. 
•igainlt  that  Prelate,  which  he  was  put  upon 
doing,  ’tis  faid,  by  his  Favourite  Pierce  Gave-  The  Arch- 
(ioh  The  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  alio  be-  cl  nurbiry 

ing  poniard. 
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I3°5*  ing charg’d  with  feveral  Violences  and  Breaches 
of  the  Peace  during  the  King’s  Abfence,  was 
fent  to  Rome  to  be  punifh’d  according  to  his 
Deferts.  It  appears  that  the  King  and  the 
Pope  had  a  very  good  Under  (landing  at  this 
time,  for  his  Holinefs  indulg’d  his  Majedy 
The  King  fo  far  as  to  releafe  him  from  his  Oaths  to  ob- 
fronThis  ^erve  the  two  Charters,  and  feems  to  have 
Oaths  to  dropp’d  his  Pretenfions  to  Scotland.  What 
obferve  the  was  the  King’s  real  Defign  in  defiring  to  be 
two  Char-  releas’d  from  his  Obligations  to  obferve  the 
two  Charters  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  unlefs 
he  intended  for  the  future  to  govern  arbitra¬ 
rily,  as  his  Enemies  fugged :  Nor  did  the 
Pope  only  gratify  him  in  this  Indance,  but 
idii’d  a  Bull  for  levying  the  Tenths  of  the 
Clergy  for  three  Years,  which  were  divided 
between  the  King  and  himfelf. 

1306.  Notwithdanding  the  Scots  had  been  fo  of¬ 
ten  fubdued  and  fworn  Allegiance  to  the  King 
of  England ,  they  made  another  fudden  Eftort 
this  Year  for  the  Recovery  of  their  Liberties 
Another  un<^er  Robert  Bruce ,  Son  of  that  Robert  who 
Revolt  in  was  Competitor  with  Baliol  for  the  Crown. 
Scotland.  This  young  Nobleman  having  made  his  E- 
be^Bwe  ^caPe  ^rom  the  Court  of  England ,  aflembled 
who  is™  his  Friends  in  Scotland ,  and  was  recogniz’d): 
crown’d  King  of  that  Nation  •,  but  being  like  to  meet  i 
King  with  great  Oppodtion  from  John  Comyn  who 

there.  had  fubmitted  to  King  Edward  in  his  lad  Ex- 1 

pedition  to  Scotland ,  and  was  intruded  by  him 
with  the  Government  of  that  Kingdom,  they 
follow’d  him  into  a  Church  and  murder’d  hinri 
at  his  Devotions  on  the  29th  of  January y i 
1306,  and  the  Lady-Day  following  Bruce  vasi: 
crown’d  King  at  Scone ,  feveral  Bifhops,  Baransi: 
and  Knights  afiiding  at  the  Ceremony,  Kingj 
Edward  hearing  of  this  frefh  Revolt,  imme¬ 
diately  detach’d  Aymer  de  Valence  Earl  of 

Penbroh 
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* embroke  with  a  good  Body  of  Troops  to  1306. 


cotland ,  and  order’d  all  the  Barons  and  im- 
lediate  Tenants  of  the  Crown  to  rendezvous 
ith  their  Vafials  at  Carlijle  a  Fortnight  after 
didfummer.  The  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  fo  Bruce  is 
accefsful  as  to  defeat  Bruce  in  two  Encounters, 
bliging  him  to  abandon  the  Country  and  fly  the#*-1** 
ar  Shelter  to  the  Weftern  Iflands.  King  brides. 
Idward ,  however,  continu’d  in  the  Refolu- 
ion  of  marching  into  Scotland  in  Perfon  at 
he  Head  of  a  very  formidable  Army,  that 
ie  might,  if  poffible,  put  that  Kingdom  into 
uch  a  Pofture  as  to  prevent  all  future  Re- 
'olts.  At  his  entring  on  this  Expedition  he 
Cnighted  Prince  Edward ,  with  300  other 
roung  Voluntiers,  the  Sons  of  Noblemen  and 
3erfons  of  Diftindtion.  On  the  Approach  of 
his  Army  the  Scots  fled  to  their  Mountains 
.nd  inaccefiible  Retreats,  and  the  Englijh 
\rmy  divided  it  felf  into  feveral  Bodies, 
dundering  the  Country  and  making  what 
?rifoners  they  could  :  Among  thofe  that  were  Bruce's 
aken  were  the  three  Brothers  of  Bruce ,  who  ^^nPri 
vere  beheaded,  and  his  Wife  who  was  fent  ponee" 
?rifoner  into  England.  The  Bifhops  of  Glaf-  executed. 
\ow  and  St.  Andrew’s ,  with  the  Abbot  of 
leone  who  fet  the  Crown  on  Bruce’s  Head, 
ivere  fent  Prifoners  alfo  into  England ,  and 
he  Earl  of  Athol ^  tho*  related  to  King  Ed-  T},e  Earl 
1  vard,  was  fo  far  from  having  any  Favour  of  Athol 
Eewn  him  on  that  Account,  that  he  was  bang’d, 
aang’d  on  a  Gallows  higher  than  Ordinary. 

(The  Countefs  of  Fife ,  who  had  aflifted  at 
truce’s  Coronation  in  the  room  of  her  Huf- 
nand  the  Earl  of  Fife ,  whofe  Office  it  was  to 
jet  the  Crown  on  the  King’s  Head,  was  put  Two  No- 
nto  a  wooden  Cage  in  form  of  a  Crown  and  ble  Ladies 
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the  Laughter  of  the  People,  as  her  Sifter 
Mary  was  at  Roxburgh.  And  King  Edward 
being  determin’d  not  to  return  Home  till  he 
had  abfolutely  fubdu’d  the  reftlefs  Spirits  of 
the  ScotSy  fummon’d  the  EngliJJo  Parliament 
to  affemble  at  CarliJIe  the  Winter  following. 
In  this  Parliament  which  met  on  the  20th  of 
January ,  feveral  Statutes  were  made  for  keep¬ 
ing  the  Scots  in  Subjeblion  and  uniting  that 
Kingdom  to  the  Crown  of  England ,  and  fe¬ 
veral  good  Laws  for  fecuring  the  Liberties 
and  Properties  of  the  People  of  England. 
Plere  it  wasalfo  that  the  High  Trealurer,  the 
Bifhop  of  Litchfield ,  having  reprefented  to 
the  King  the  ill  Confequences  of  Pierce  Gave- 
Jlon's  leading  the  Prince  into  all  manner  of 
ExcefLs  and  Extravagance,  that  young  No¬ 
bleman,  rather  than  hazard  the  Refentment 
of  the  Court  and  Parliament,  confented  to 
enter  into  a  kind  of  voluntary  Banifhment, 
and  took  an  Oath  never  to  return  to  England. 
The  Prince  alfo  was  prevail’d  on  to  lwear 
never  to  recall  him  without  his  Father’s 
Leave  ;  but  the  King  agreed  to  allow  him  a 
Penfion  of  an  hundred  Marks  per  Ann.  in 
Confederation  of  his  going  beyond  Sea. 

V/hile  King  Edward  held  this  Parliament 
at  Carlificy  Bruce  aftcmbled  his  Friends  once 
again,  and  taking  Advantage  of  the  Winter 
Seaibn,  furpriz’d  a  Body  of  Troops  under 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  whom  he  entirely  de¬ 
feated.  He  attempted  to  do  the  fame  by 
another  part  of  the  Englijh  Army,  under  the 
Command  of  the  Earl  of  Gloucefier ,  but  they 
made  good  their  Retreat  to  the  Caftle  of 
Airey  where  Bruce  in  vain  attack’d  them. 
Whereupon  the  King  fummon’d  all  the  Ba¬ 
rons  of  England  to  attend  him  again  at  CarliJIe 

the 
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:he  following  Summer,  determining  to  put  it  13 °7: 

xit  of  the  Power  of  theSVcft  to  give  him  any 
further  Difturbance  ;  but  while  he  was  ma-  “^0^ 
king  vaft  Preparations  for  this  Expedition,  againft 
he  was  taken  ill,  whereupon  he  fent  for  his  Scotland. 
Son  Prince  Edward,  and  among  other  Com-  Istakenilfl 
mands  he  laid  upon  him*  he  infilled  chiefly  HisAdvice 
that  he  fhould  penetrate  again  into  the  Heart  to  the 
of  Scotland ,  carrying  his  Corps  with  him*  and  Prince, 
not  folemnize  his  Funeral  till  he  had  abfo- 
lutely  fubdu’d  that  People  :  That  he  fhould 
fend  his  Heart  to  the  Holy  Land,  attended  by 
an  hundred  and  fortyKnights,  to  reinforce  the 
Chriftian  Troops  there  j  and  that  he  fhould 
never  recall  Pierce  Gavefton :  And  notwith- 
ftanding  he  apprehended  himfelf  to  be  dan- 
geroufly  ill,  he  mov’d  forward  with  his  Army 
towards  Scotland  till  he  came  to  a  little  Town 
calfld  Burgh  *  upon  the  Sands  in  Cumberland  \ 

Here  his  Diftemper  being  encreas’d  by  a  KJng  E ^ 
Dyfentery,  he  found  himfelf  unable  to  travel  vjard  dies, 
further,  and  dy’d  on  the  7th  of  July  1307, 
exprefling  an  entire  Refignation  to  the  Divine 
"Will.  He  was  then  in  the  68th  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  the  35th  of  his  Reign. 

King  Edward  was  taller  by  the  Head  than  ^js  perrorv 
Men  generally  are,  from  whence,  ’tis  faid,  andcha- 
he  obtain’d  the  Name  of  Longjhanks.  He  rafter- 
was  ftrongly  built,  but  not  enclin’d  to  fat. 

He  had  a  fwarthy  Complexion*  black  Hair* 
and  black  fparkling  Eyes,  and  appears  to 
have  been  a  Prince  of  great  Courage,  Tem¬ 
per  and  excellent  Parts.  His  Ambition  to 
extend  his  Dominions*  and  to  Reign  without 
Controul  at  home,  were  his  greateft  Faults  *, 
but  when  he  could  not  carry  the  laft  Point,  he 
wifely  deflfted  before  Matters  were  brought 
to  Extremity  *  and  tho’  he  made  feveral  At- 
Yol.  XVII.  Z  tempu 
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tempts  to  enlarge  his  Prerogative,  he  enabled 
more  good  Laws  for  the  Security  of  the  Sub- 
jebts  Rights,  and  the  better  Government  of 
the  Kingdom,  than  any  of  his  PredecefTors, 
as  will  appear  by  the  Heads  of  the  feveral 
Statutes  hereafter  enumerated.  It  was  in  this 
Reign  alfo  that  the  Right  of  the  Commons 
to  fit  in  Parliament  was  firft  /^//yeftablifh’d. 
The  Reduction  of  Wales  and  uniting  it  to 
England ,  was  certainly  an  Advantage  to  both* 
Countries.  That  he  did  not  fucceed  in  the 
like  Attempt  on  Scotland ,  having  three  times 
reduc’d  that  Kingdom  under  his  Power,  was 
principally  owing  to  the  Interpofition  of  the 
French  and  the  Pope  in  behalf  of  the  Scots . 
It  was  by  no  Means  for  the  Interefl  of  France 
that  the  I (land  of  Great -Britain  fhould  be 
united  under  one  Head  •,  and  the  Pope  pre* 
tended  Scotland  belong’d  to  him  by  antient 
Right,  as  Well  as  by  theDonation  of  the  States 
of  that  Kingdom.-  As  things  happen’d  after¬ 
wards,  it  had  been  much  betterHoflilities  had 
never  been  begun,  for  thefe  Cornells  were  the 
Occafion  of  deftrubtive  Wars  between  the  two 
Nations  for  feveral  Years  afterwards.  Eng¬ 
land  is  much  more  oblig’d  to  King  Edward 
Beneficial  the  many  good  Laws  that  were  made  inr 
Acts  pats’ d  his  Reign,  as  has  been  obferv’d,  than  for  the 
in  this  Territories  he  added  to  the  Englijh^  Empire  ; 
Reign.  for  jn  this  Reign  pafs’d  thofe  beneficial  A  bis 
call’d.  The  Statutes  of  Wejlminfier.  The 
Statute  of  Mortmain .■  The  Statutes  for  the 
Benefit  of  Merchants.  The  Statute  of  Win - 
chejler  for  reftraining  Robberies.  Thofe  for 
the  Confirmation  of  the  Great  Charter  and 
the-Forefl  Charter.  The  Statutes  of  Prohi¬ 
bitions  to  the  Ecclefiaflical  Courts.  The  Sta¬ 
tute  of  Quo  Warranto,  The  Statute  for  qui¬ 
eting: 


EDWARD  I  i7» 

©ting  Mens  PoffelTions  on  the  levying  of  Fines. 

The  Statutes  relating  to  Trefpalfes  in  Parks, 

Ponds  and  Forefts.  And  laifly,  That  ad¬ 
vantageous  Statute  de  Eallagio  non  concedendos 
which  prohibits  the  levying  Taxes  or  Aids  on 
the  Subject  without  the  Confent  of  the  Lords 
and  Qommops  •,  many  of  which  Statutes  we 
feel  the  good  Effects  of  at  this  Day.  Whatever 
his  Intentions  might  be  to  render  himfelf  Ar¬ 
bitrary  in  fame  Parts  of  his  Reign,  no 
Prince  ever  pafs’d  better  Laws  for  Security  of 
the  Subjects  Liberties  and  Properties  againft 
the  Stretches  of  the  Prerogative  apd  the  En¬ 
croachments  of  the  Church  of  Rome ,  or  fop 
fettling  private  Right  between  Man  and 
Man,  for  which  he  well  deferves  to  be  rank  d 
in  the  Number  of  our  greateft  Princes. 

As  to  his  Title,  never  any  Objedtion  was  Hii  Title, 
made  to  it,  unlefs  the  very  frivolous  one 
which  the  Lancaftrians  ftarted  fome  time  af¬ 
terwards,  who  pretended  that  his  Brother 
Edtnund ,  firnarrfd  Crouch-back ,  was  his  elder 
Brother,  apd  fet  afide  for  his  Deformity, 
upon  which  they  founded  their  Claim  •,  but  it 
is  very  evident  that  Edmund  was  five  or  fix 
Years  younger  than  King  Edward ,  which  was 
too  confiderable  a  fpace  for  the  People  tQ 
miftake  one  for  the  other  •,  had  there  been  but 
aYear  or  two  between  them,  there  plight  have 
1  ]aeen  fome  Colour  for  this  Pretence  :  Befides, 
it  is  much  more  probable  that  Edmund  was 
iirnam’d  Crouch-back  from  the  Crofs  he  wore 
on  his  upper  Garment  op  his  entering  upon 
the  Crufado ,  (the  Expedition  to  the  Holy  Land) 
than  for  his  Deformity,  for  the  Word 
Crouched  in  thofe  times  fignified  no  more  than 
Crojfed ,  as  appears  from  the  Crouched  or 
Crofcd-FriarSt  whofe  Houfes  or  rather  the 

Z  z  Build- 


172 


His  Mar¬ 
riages  and 

jiTue. 


price  of 
Provifions 
in  this 
Reign. 


Tfje  History  of  England. 

Building  where  it  flood  in  London ,  ftill  going 
by  the  JNfame  of  Crouched-Friars. 

King  Edward  I.  had  two  Wives,  viz.  E- 
leanor  his  firft  Wife,  Sifter  to  Alphonfo  King 
of  Cajiile ,  and  Daughter  to  Ferdinand  III.  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  the  39th  Year  of  his 
Father  Henry  III.  His  fecond  Wife  was 
Margaret ,  Sifter  to  Philip  IV.  King  of 
France ,  firnam’d  the  Fair ,  and  eldeft  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  Philip  the  Hardy ,  to  whom  he  was 
married  4nn°  1299,  in  the  27th  Year  of  his 
Reign. 

By  Eleanor  his  firft  Queen  he  had  Iftue 
John ,  Henry  and  Alphonfo ,  who  died  young  ; 
Edward  his  fourth  and  youngeft  Son  by  tnis 
Queen,  fucceeded  him  in  the  Throne.  He 
had  alfo  Illue  by  Queen  Eleanor  nine  Daugh¬ 
ters,  viz.  Eleanor ,  Joan,  Margaret ,  Berenice , 
Alice ,  Mary ,  Elizabeth ,  Beatrix  and  Blanch ? 
By  Margaret  his  fecond  Wife  King  Edward 
had  If fue  two  Sons,  viz.  Fhomas  of  Brother- 
ton ,  afterwards  Earl  of  Norfolk ,  and  Edmund 
of  JVoodftock ,  afterwards  Earl  of  Kent ,  and 
only  one  Daughter  nam’d  Eleanor . 

The  Price  of  Provifions  appears  to  have 
been  very  reafonable  in  this  Reign  by  an  Or¬ 
der  of  Council,  which  requir’d  a  fat  Cock  to 
be  fold  for  three  Half-pence,  a  fat  Capon  for 
two  Pence  half-penny,  two  Pullets  for  three 
Half-pence,  a  Goofe  for  four  Pence,  a  Mal¬ 
lard  for  three  Half-pence,  a  Partridge  for 
three  Half-pence,  a  Pheafant  for  four  Pence, 
a  Heron  for  fix  Pence,  a  Plover  for  a  Penny, 
a  Swan  for  three  Shillings,  a  Crane  for  twelve 
Pence,  two  Woodcocks  for  three  Half-pence, 
a  fat  Lamb  from  Chriftmac  to  Shrovetide  for 
fifteen  Pence,  and  all  the  Year  after  for  four 
Pence,  and  Wheat  was  fold  for  twenty  Pence 
4  Quarter.  CHAP 


* 


I 


Edward  ii 


i^T  fa//. 


EDWARD  II. 

CHAR.  XX. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  Edward  II. 

WHEN  the  late  King,  died  his  Army  The  Ac- 
wasjuft  entring  the  Borders  of  Scot-,  ceffion  of 
land  Edward  II.  his  Son,  being  proclaim’d  Ed™' JU* 
King,  immediately  after  advanc’d  at  the 
Head  of  the  Army  as  far  as  Dumfreis ,  with 
an  Intention,  as  ’tis  prefum’d,  to  accomplilh 
that  part  of  his  Father’s  Will,  which  requir’d 
him  in  the  firft  Place  to  endeavour  the  entire 
Reduction  of  Scotland.  But  the  French  King, 
whofe  Intereft  it  was  to  prevent,  if  poffible, 
the  Union  of  the  whole  Idand  of  Great-Bri- 
tain ,  prevail’d  on  him  to  grant  the  Scots  a 
Truce,  and  folemnize  his  Marriage  with  the 
Rrincefs  Ifabella  his  Daughter,  to  whom  he 
had  been  contracted  in  the  Life  of  the  late 
King,  before  he  enter’d  upon  further  ACtion. 

The  King  thereupon  return’d  to  England,  He  returns 
and  having  difmifs’d  the  Army,  attended  histo£/7i/W, 
Father’s  Corps  to  Waltham- Abby,  where  it 
was  repofited  for  fome  time,  and  afterwards 
remov’d  to  Wejlminjler. 

While  Preparations  were  making  for  the 
Royal  Nuptials  at  Boloign ,  the  King  dif-  Gavejhn 
Ipatch’d  Meffengers  into  Gafcony  to  his  Friend j-ecali'd, 
\GaveJlan ,  to  defire  him  to  haften  over  to  Eng ^  m^de 

[land,  who  foon  obey’d  the  Summons,  and  on  “ 
his  return  was  created  Earl  of  Cornwal ,  and  Kingdom. 
Lord  of  the  Ife  of  Man ,  and  even  Guardian 
Qf  the  Kingdom  during  the  King’s  Abfence 
jn  France  \  which  alarm’d  the  Barons  who  had 
been  inftrumental  in  Gavefton' s  Difgrace,  and 
occafion’d  a  Confederacy  amongft  them  to 
endeavour  the  Deftru&ion  of  this  Favourite. 

The 
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A.D.  1307  The  King  on  his  Arrival  at  Boloign ,  whi“ 

• -  ther  the  Queen -Dowager  accompanied  him, 

met  Philip  the  French  King  and  his  Queen, 
the  King  of  the  Romans ,  the  Kings  of  Na¬ 
varre  and  Sicily,  and  the  Queen  of  Navarre , 
.with  a  Multitude  of  Perfons  of  Diftindtion, 
who  were  come  thither  to  affift  at  the  Cere- 
The  King  mony.  The  Marriage  was  folemniz?d  with 
jmarried  to  the  utmoft  Magnificence  on  the  22d  of  Ja- 
jjabelladc  nuary^  j^oy-8;  but  the  King  made  no  long 
jzXi'308  Stay  on  that  fide  the  Water,  being  in  fome 
hafte  to  fee  the  other  Ceremony  of  his  Coro- 
A.  1  &  z  nation  over.  But  when  he  arriv?d  in  England , 
gdw.  II.  fGunci  the  Nobility  in  fuch  an  ill  Temper, 
that  they  refus’d  to  aflifi:  at  his  Coronation, 
His  Coro-  unlefs  Gavejlon  was  expell’d  the  Court  3  nor 
nation.  would  they  be  appeas’d  till  he  promis’d  to 
call  a  Parliament  immediately  after  his  Coro¬ 
nation,  and  redrefs  their  Grievances ;  nor 
was  this  all,  they  put  fuch  Conditions  upon 
The  Oath  him,  and  fo  modell’d  the  Coronation  Oath, 
new  mo-  that  the  King  was  oblig’d  by  it,  in  Effect,  to 
sidl’d.  obey  all  their  Didtates.  The  Oath  was  ad- 
miniftred  in  French ,  in  the  following  Words, 

Sire  volez  • vous  graunter  e  garder  id  par 
vojlre  Serment  confirmer  au  Poeple  d’  Engleterre 
les  Leys  id  les  Cujlumes  a  eux  grauntees  par  les 
auntienes  Rots  voz  predecejfours  droitures  id  de - 
votz  a  Lieu  IF  nomement  les  Lois  les  Cujlumes  - 
id  les  Franchifes  graunter  au  Clergie  e  au  Roe -  j 
pie  par  le  Glorieus  Roi  Seint  Edzvard  vojlre  pre- 
dec  ejjour  ? 

Jeo  les  grante  id  promette. . 

Sire garderez  vous  a  Lieu  id  Seint  Eglife  id  \ 
au  Clerge  id  au  Poeple  Paes  id  accord  en  Lietz 
qntiermerp  fo  louc  vojlre  poor  ? 

Jeo  les  garderau 
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Sire  freez  vous  faire  en  touz  vox  Jugements 
ve  droit  Jujlice  id  Difcretion  en  mifericorde  id  ft  &  ~ 
•erite  a  voftre  per. 

Jeo  le  frai.  ,  v/VNl 

Sire  graunte  vous  a  tenir  id  garder  les  hoys 
6  les  Guftumes  droit  ureles  les  quids  la  Commu- 
laute  de  voftre  Roiaume  aura  eft eu  id  les  defen- 
\rez  id  afforterez  al  bonur  de  Dieu  a  voftre 
oer  ? 

Jeo  les  graunte  id  promette.  See  Rymer’s 
ids  of  State ,  Ann.  1308. 

According  to  our  Friend  Rapin ,  by  thofe 
Words  in  the  iaft  Queftion,  d  tenir  id  garder 
es  hoys  id  les  Cuftumes  droit  ureles  les  quiels  la 
Zommunaute  de  Voftre  Roiaume  aura  efleu, 

:he  King  engag’d  to  keep  futh  Laws  and 
statutes  as  the  Community  fhould  Enad  ;  and 
:ho’  I  can  by  no  means  be  of  Opinion  that 
:he  Word  efleu  fhould  be  interpreted  here  to 
Enad ,  yet  if  it  fignify  no  more  than  that  he 
fhould  pafs  fucb,  A6ts  as  the  Parliament  or 
State  fhould  prefent  to  him,  this  amounted 
£0  much  the  fame  thing ;  it  was  in  effedf  to  de¬ 
prive  him  of  the  Power  of  rejecting  any  Bill, 
ind  confequently  an  Encroachment  on  the 
Prerogatives  and  a  material  Alteration  in  the 
Conftitution.'  Bui!  whatever  were  the  King’s 
Inducements  to  taker  this  Oath,  or  whether  it 
may  not  have 'been  alter’d  fince  to  ferve  the 
Ends  of  a  Party,  the  King  and  Queen  were 
Crown’d  at  Weftminfter ,  on  the  24th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary.,  by  the  Bifhop  of  JVinchefter ,  whom. 

£he  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  had- authoriz’d 
:o  officiate  in  his  dead  on  thi£  Occafion,  the 
A-rchbiffiop  not  being  yet  return’d  from  his 
Exile.  Gavefton  had  the  Honour  of  carrying 
St.  Edward’s  Crown  before  the  King  at  this 
Solemnity,  which,  ’tis  faid,  difgufted  the  Ba- 
/  ‘  rons 
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^.P.1308  rons  ftill  more,  and  occafion’d  their  renewing 
~  ^  their  Addrefies  for  his  Removal  in  the  Par- 

Edw.  II.  lament  which  was  held  in  May  following; 

The  King  however  married  his  Niece,  the 
Sifter  of  the  Earl  of  Glouceftet\  to  him,  and 
ftill  continu’d  to  grant  him  one  Eftate  and 
Gavejlon  Honour  after  another,  leaving  the  Admini- 
Prime  ftration  of  the  Government  entirely  in  his 
iliniiier.  Hands. 

Gavefton ,  ’tis  faid,  was  fo  far  from  Court¬ 
ing  the  Nobility,  or  fhewing  any  Concern  at 
the  Addrefies  that  were  levell’d  againft  him, 
that:  he  infulted  them  on  all  Occafions*  and 
had  the  Vanity  to  wear  even  the  Jewels  of 
the  Crown;  But  the  King  finding  that  the 
Barons  were  not  to  be  appeas’d  without  dif- 
mifling  his  Favourite  from  Court,  promis’d 
them  at  length  to  fend  him  out  of  the  King¬ 
dom  before  the  Feaft  of  St.  John  Baptijl , 
which  he  afterwards  perform’d,  not  by 
banifhing  him  as  they  expected,  btit  by  con¬ 
ferring  on  him  the  Government  or  Lieutenan- 
Mace  cy  of  Ireland ,  where  he  reduc’d  the  rebel- 
Lieutenant  pous  Natives  to  their  Duty,  and  fettled  the 
®  n  an  .  gtare  Qp  Nation  to  the  King’s  Satisfacti¬ 
on  :  And  thus  having  fhewn  that  he  was  not 
altogether  unworthy  of  the  King’s  Favour,  or 
ignorant  in  the  Arts  of  Government,  he  ven- 
'  tur’d  to  return  to  England  again,  having  ob¬ 
tain’d  the  Royal  Licenfe  for  that  Purpofef 
nor  do  we  hear  of  any  Mifmanagement  after  ! 
his  Return,  unlels  it  were  his  fhewing  too 
great  a  Contempt  of  the  Englijh  Nobility, 
He  returns  who  had  vow’d  his  Ruin.  To  Lhomas  Earl  ' 
and  iniults  0f  Lancajler,  ’tis  faid,  he  gave  the  Title  oft 
the  N  obx-  Stage-Player  to  the  Earl  of  Lincoln ,  the  ' 
Name  of  Burjten-Belly  •,  to  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broket  that  of  Jofeph  the  Jew  ■>  and  the  Earl  of 

Warwick 
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Warwick  he  ftil’d  The  Wild  Boar  of  Ardennes.  ^.D.is  09 

Nor  was  he  content  with  reflecting  on  them  - ' — 1 

only,  but  at  a  Tournament  held  at  Walling-  Edf  ^ 
ford ,  where  he  was  attended  by  fome  brave 
French  Knights  his  Countrymen,  he  defeated 
feveral  of  the  Englifh  Barons,  and  carried 
away  the  Honour  of  the  Day  from  the  Na¬ 
tives;  at  which  the  Nobility  were  fo  exafpera- 
ted,  that  they  enter’d  into  a  Confpiracy  a- 
gainft  the  King,  and  compell’d  him  to  dele-  The  Kmg 
gate  his  Authority  to  One-and-twenty  of  their  forc’d  to  b 
own  Number,  or  rather  to  confent  that  the  delegate 
Legiflative  as  well  as  Executive  Power  Ihould llis  Autil0~ 

o  •  rj  tv  to  °  1 

be  lodg’d  in  the  Hands  of  One-and-twenty  Barons, 
Lords,  who  were  ftil’d  Ordainers r 

Upon  thefe  Conditions  however,  that  their 
Ordinances  Ihould  be  for  the  Honour  of  God 
and  the  Advantage  of  the  Church,  for  the 
Honour  and  Profit  of  the  Crown  and  the 
Subject,  agreeable  to  Reafon  and  Juftice,  and 
the  Oath  the  King  had  taken  at  his  Corona¬ 
tion.  This  the  King  ratified  on  the  1 6th 
of  March ,  1309-10,  and  the  Ordainers  not 
long  after  drew  up  feveral  Ordinances  for  the 
better  Government  of  the  King’s  Houfliold, 
and  of  the  Kingdom,  which  were  proclaim’d 
on  the  id  of  Augufi  following,  A.  D.  1310. 

The  principal  of  which  were,  that  the  King’s  — - * 

Revenues  fnould  be  applied  to  the  Payment  i'A 
of  his  Debts  and  the  Support  of  his  Houf-  7-^  Or- 
hold  ;  that  the  Great  Charter  Ihould  be  ob-  (finances, 
ferv’d,  and  that  the  Ordainefs  fhould  have 
the  Interpretation  of  it ;  but  not  one  Word 
was  mention’d  of  the  removal  of  Gaveflon> 
for  which  they  had  appear’d  fo  zealous,  the 
Reafon  whereof  might  be  that  the  King 
would  be  the  more  eafily  prevail’d  on  to  ra¬ 
tify  thefe  Ordinances,  and  when  they  had  the 
Vo  l.  XVII,  A  a  Power 
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A.D.  1 310  Power  in  their  Hands,  they  were  fenfible  Ga - 

- -  vsjlon  would  of  Courfe  be  at  their  Mercy. 

Accordingly  we  find  that  when  the  King  pro™ 
y^- yx;  eeeded  to  conftitute  that  Nobleman  Governor 
of  Nottingham  and  Warden  of  the  Forefts  on 
this  fide  Trent ,  the  Ordainers  immediately^ 
drew  up  one-and-forty  Articles  more,  by  one 
They  ba-  ol  which  they  bani Ih’d  Gavejlon  the  King- 
flifh  Ga-  dom,  and  he  was  oblig’d  to  refide  in  Flanders , 
wjloti.  Co  Earl  whereof  the  King  recommended 
him,  as  appears  by  fome  Inftruments  in  Ry- 
A.t).  1311  mer :  All  Gavejlon’ s  Caftles,  Eftate,  and  Re- 

- venues  in  the  mean  time  were  feiz’d  to  the 

4  4  King’s  Ufe  by  the  Ordainers,  who  difpos’d 
of  them  as  they  law  ht. 

The  During  Gavejlon’ s  Exile  the  Ordainers  feem 

Knights-  to  be  bufied  in  making  Enquiries  into  the 
Templars  Morals  of  the  Knights-Templars,  which  Or- 
“PP1C  b  •  (E,.  was  abolifii’d  in  England  about  this  time, 

(  See  Vol.  XIV.  p.  454.)  or  in  the  Wars  with- 
Scotland ,  in  which  they  had  fo  little  Succefs, 
gr3ce  re-  that  they  fuffer’d  Robert  Bruce  to recover  eve- 
covers  Scot-  ry  Fortrefs  the  late  King  had  made  himfelf 
lTdrTvih  Rafter  °f  r^at  Kingdom,  except  Sterling. 

T3 1 2  And  n<>w  die  King  obferving  that  the  Nation 

- i-  reap’d  very  little  Advantage  by  the  Admini- 

•4  S  &  6  firation  of  the  Ordainers,  and  weary  of  ha- 
Eihv.  II.  yjng  the  seryants  of  his  Houfhold  impos’d 
upon  him,'  and  being  us’d  in  all  Refpefts  by 
them  like  a  Child  or  an  Idiot.  After  Ga¬ 
vejlon  had  remain’d  in  Exile  fonie  thing  more 
Gavejlon  than-  a  Year  he  thought  fit  to  recal  him,  in 
recall’d,  which  he  feemsto  have  been  countenanc’d  by 
the  People,  who  probably  began  to  be  lick  ! 
of  their  new  Sovereigns,  otherwife  it  is  not 
eafy  to  conceive  how  it  came  to  be  in  the 
King’s  Power  to  bring  him  back  with  any 
Security,  and  reftore  his  Caftles  and  Eftates 

to 
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to  him  again  as  he  a&ually  did.  He  order’d 
it  to  be  proclaim’d  alfo  by  the  Sheriffs  of  every  A  "k'JJ 
County,  that  Gavejlon  had  been  banifh’d  ille-  Akv.  n, 
gaily  without  Tryal,  and  that  by  his  Corona-  c/'V’sJ 
tion  Oath  he  was  oblig’d  to  fee  Juftice  done  to 
him,  as  well  as  to  the  reft  of  his  SubjeCs. 

And  indeed,  notwithftanding  all  the  Cla¬ 
mours  of  the  Barons  againft  the  King  and 
his  Favourite,  I  don’t  find  they  charge  them 
with  acfting  illegally  or  arbitrarily  in  any  one 
Inftance  ;  they  themfelves  feem  to  have  go¬ 
vern’d  with  a  more  defpotick  Authority  than 
the  prefent  King,  or  any  of  his  Predeceffors. 

Gavejlon  was  no  fooner  return’d  but  they  The  Ba- 
began  to  libel  and  afperfe  the  Court  after  rons  there- 
their  ufual  manner,  and  never  debited  till  uP°n break 
they  had  fpirited  up  the  People  into  adtual  ^hellion. 
Rebellion  againft  their  Sovereign.  They 
chofe  the  Earl  of  Lancajler  for  their  General, 
and  purfu’d  the  King  from  Place  to  Place, 
as  if  he  had  been  their  Vaffal,  and  really  re¬ 
volted  from  their  Authority  ;  firft  they  drove 
him  from  Newcaftle ,  then  from  Scarborough , 
where  leaving  Gavejlon  till  he  went  himfelf 
into  Warwickjhire  to  raife  Troops  for  his  De¬ 
fence,  they  laid  Siege  to  Scarborough ,  which 
Gavejlon  furrender’d  to  them  upon  Articles, 
two  of  which  were,  that  he  fttould  be  con¬ 
duced  in  Safety  to  the  King,  and  that  he 
fhould  have  a  fair  Tryal  by  his  Peers ;  but 
inftead  pf  carrying  him  to  the  King  they 
brought  him  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick' s  Caftle, 
one  of  their  Confederates,  and  their  beheaded 
him,  having  before  feiz’d  pn  all  his  Baggage 
and  Treafufe,  a§  well  as  the  King’s,  which 
was  another  Adt  of  Tyranny  that  very  ill  be¬ 
came  Subje&s  who  were  perpetually  exclaim- 
}  ng  againft  the  Adminjftration  of  their  Prince  ; 

A  a  2  upt 
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ncir  did  they  flop  here,  they  advanc’d  with 
their  Army  towards  London ,  whither  the  King 
was  retir’d,  which  they  oblig’d  him  to  quit 
and  take  Refuge  in  Canterbury ,  demanding  a 
punftual  Performance  of  the  one-and-forty 
Articles  they  had  compell’d  him  to  fign, 
which  was  ii  other  Words,  to  demand  his 
Crown.  However,  by  the  Interpofition  of 
the  Pope’s  Nuncio,  the  Earl  of  Evreux ,  the 
French  King’s  Brother,  and  the  Earl  of  Glou- 
cefier  the  King’s  Nephew,  they  were  prevail’d 
on  to  foften  fome  of  the  Articles,  to  promife 
the  Refloration  of  the  Plunder  they  had  ta¬ 
ken  at  Newcajlle  and  Scarborough ,  and  to  fub- 
mit  themfelves  to  the  King  openly  in  fVed- 
rninfter-Hall ,  on  Condition  he 
them  a  general  Pardon. 

The  King  is  at  this  time  reprefented  to  be 
in  very  low  Circumftances,  and  yet  we  are 
inform’d  that  he  delay’d  publifhing  the  Par¬ 
don  he  had  promis’d  for  a  confiderable  time, 
in  hopes  of  getting  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  and 
fome  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Confederacy  into 
his  Hands,  which  occafion?d  the  Barons  to 
renew  their  Cabals.  The  King  of  France 
thereupon  fent  over  the  Earl  of  Evreux  again 
to  endeavour  to  accommodateMatters  between 
the  King  and  the  Nobility.  Edward  himfelf, 
alfo  it  appears,  went  over  to  France  foon  after 
to  give  his  Father-in-Law  a  true  State  of  his 
Affairs,  and  concert  Meafures  for  his  Defence ; 
from  whence  it  is  natural  to  believe,  that  it 
was  the  Apprehenfion  of  the  French  King’s 
joining  with  King  Edward  againft  them,  that 
induc’d  the  Barons  to  fubmit,  and  reflore  the 
King  his  antient  Rights  and  Prerogatives  they 
had  depriv’d  him  of,  rather  than  any  Senti- 
rnents  of  Juflice  or  Generofity  in  them  to- 
■  '  '  wards 
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wards  a  Prince,  whofe  Deftrudtion  they  had  A.D.  1313 
fo  often  endeavour’d.  But  however  that  be,  ^  ^  &  " 
the  Pardon  was  at  length  proclaim’d,  in 
which  the  Names  of  near  five  hundred  of  the 
Malecontents  were  fpecified,  that  there  might 
be  no  room  for  future  Cavils  on  that  Head, 
after  which  the  Barons  humbled  themfelves 
before  the  King  in  the  mod;  fubmifiive  man¬ 
ner,  and  a  Supply  was  granted  by  the  Par¬ 
liament  which  was  then  fitting,  for  the  Scotifh 
War  •,  and  to  encreafe  the  general  Joy,  the 
Queen  was  deliver’d  of  a  Prince  about  the 
fame  time,  viz.  in  October  1313,  who  fuc-  pHnceJ^f 
ceeded  to  the  Crown  afterwards,  by  the  Name  ward  born 
of  Edward  III.  at  Winder. 

It  has  been  already  obferv’d  that  thefe  In-  Sn/ce's 
furredtions  of  the  Englijh  Barons  gave  Robert  Succeis  in 
Bruce ,  who  had  for  fome  time  aflum’d  the  Scotland. 
Title  of  King  of  Scotland ,  an  Opportunity  of 
retaking  from  the  Englifh  almoft  all  they  had 
acquir’d  in  that  Kingdom,  Sterling  was  the 
only  Place  that  held  out,  and  this  the  Gover¬ 
nor  had  promis’d  to  furrender  if  he  was  not 
reliev’d  within  the  Space  of  a  Year.  The 
King  hereupon  fummon’d  the  Barons  and  all 
the  Vafials  of  the  Crown  to  attend  him  to 
Scotland ,  of  whom  fome  refus’d  to  go,  as  the 
Earls  of  Lane  after ,  Arundel ,  Hereford ,  and 
Warwick ,  and  others  who  follow’d  him  went 
with  Reluctance,  and  would  be  under  no  man¬ 
ner  of  Command. 

With  fuch  an  Army,  numerous  enough  in¬ 
deed  but  mutinous  and  difaffe&ed,  King  Ed¬ 
ward  enter’d  Scotland ,  and  advanc’d  within 
fight  of  Sterling ,  near  which  Town  Robert 
Bruce  lay  advantagioufly  encamp’d  with  an 
^rmy  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  Men,  hi$ 

Flanks  being  fo  fecuf’d  by  a  Morafs  on  one 

hand 
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~j  &  g"  that  he  could  only  be  attack’d  in  Front ;  and 
Ed w.  II.  as  their  Situation  was  fuch  as  th tEngliJJo  Caval- 
ry  would  be  .  of  little  Service,  fo  their  Foot 
appear  to  have  been  only  a  Multitude  of  un- 
difciplin’d  Men,  rais’d  haftily  on  this  Occa- 
fion  ;  but  however  unfit  or  indifpos’d  for  aq 
Engagement  the  Englijh  Forces  appear’d  to 
be,  there  was  no  retreating  without  the  ut- 
jnoft  hazard  and  difgrace ;  whereupon  it  was 
agreed  to  attack  the  Enemy  on  the  25th  of 
June ,  however  advantagioufly  polled,  and 
endeavour  the  Relief  of  Sterling. 

The  Battle  The  Troops  who  began  the  Attack  it  fee  ms 


of  Ban¬ 
nocks -bourn 


were  foon  repuls’d,  and  turning  their  Backs 
put  the  reft  in  Confufion,  which  encourag’d 
Bruce  to  fally  out  of  his  Trenches  and  pur- 
fue  the  Fugitives,  in  which  he  had  fuch  Sue- 
cefs,  that  he  kill’d  ten  thoufand  of  them, 
among  whom  were  the  Earl  of  Qloucefter  the 
King’s  Nephew,  and  took  as  many  Prifoners. 
The  Scots  fay  they  kill’d  fifty  thoufand  and 
took  thirty  thoufand  in  this  fatal  Engage¬ 
ment,  which  afterwards  obtain’d  the  Name  of 
The  Battle  of  Bannocks -bourn ,  from  a  Rivulet 
near  which  it  was  fought.  The  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  remain’d  one  of  the  laft  in  the  Field,  and 
was  with  difficulty  perfuaded  to  retire  by  his 
Friends  *,  he  found  he  had  Troops  enough  to  1 
have  reftor?d  the  Battle,  if  they  would  have  ' 

Kppn  nnrlpr  nnv  PfirnmnnH.  Knf  rhp  Rsrnnc  in  ' 


been  under’  any  Command,  but  the  Barons  in 
thofe  Days  were  a  kind  of  petty  Sovereigns, 
who  did  what  was  right  in  their  own  Eyes,  f 
and  in  fuch  Circumftances  it  is  no  great  Won-  !!: 
der  that  the  King  met  with  nq  better  Succefs  j  ■ 
he  made  goqd  his  Retreat  however  to  Torky  ;1 
where  being  join’d  by  the  reft  of  his  fcatter’d 
Troops,  he  found  he  had  ftill  an  Army  fuffi- 

dent 
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lent  to  engage  the  Enemy  and  propos’d  the 
eturning  to  Scotland ,  and  recovering  their  j  & 
oft  Honour  by  a  fecond  Battle,  but  the  Ba-  gd™.  II. 
ons  would  not  hear  of  it  ;  he  found  himfelf  l/WJ 
>blig’d  to  leave  Scotland  in  the  Poflefiion  of  Bjk  . 
Robert  Bruce.  But  from  the  Number  of  For- 
res  the  King  found  together  on  his  Arrival  at  againft  the 
York ,  it  is  evident  the  Scots  are  pretty  much  Enemy. 
)ut  in  the  Calculation  of  the  Numbers  of  the 
Slain,  as  well  as  of  the  Prifoners  they  had 
raken.  Bruce  foon  after  propos’d  to  enter 
nto  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  King  of 
England ,  but  the  King  refufing  to  treat  with 
lim  as  King  of  Scotland ,  Bruce  obtain’d  only 
t  Truce  by  the  Mediation  of  the  King  of  A  Truce.' 
France  for  fome  fhort  time,  during  which 
te  procur’d  his  Wife  and  Sifter,  who  were  Pri- 
bners  in  England ,  to  be  exchang’d  for  fome  Prifoners 
Englijh  Lords  taken  in  the  late  Battle.  exchang’d; 

The  Truce  was  no  fooner  ended  but  the 
loots  took  Advantage  of  the  Calamities  in 
England ,  and  made  frequent  Excurfions  into 
:he  bordering  Counties,  to  which  one  would 
ihink  there  fhould  be  but  fmall  Encourage¬ 
ment,  if  it  be  true  what  the  Hiftorians  of 
;hofe  Times  relate,  that  there  was  fuch  a  Fa-  A  terrible 
[nine  in  England  that  the  People  were  reduc’d  Fan}me  in 
jO  the  Neceflity  of  eating  all  manner  of  Ver-  En&and' 
nin,  and  even  prey’d  upon  their  own  Species, 
murdering  their  Friends,  when  they  had  an 
Opportunity,  that  they  might  make  a  Meal 
,*f  their  Flefh  •,  but  thefe  I  look  upon  rather 
s  poetical  Flights  than  real  Truths,  tho’  it 

>e  agreed  on  all  Hands,  that  a  terrible  Fa-  - — • 

nine  rag’d  in  England  for  three  Years  after  ^ •  8  &9 
Ling  Edward’s  Ex-pedition  to  Scotland. 

I  fhould  have  remember’d  that  the  King 
>on  after  his  return  from- that  Kingdom,  fo- 

lemniz’d 
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J.D.  1315  Lmniz’d  the  Funeral  of  his  Friend  Gavejlon , 

"  "  ^  ’  whofe  Body  he  caus’d  to  be  remov’d  to  Kings - 
~Eih’'  II9  Langly  in  Hertfordfhire ,  whither  he  attended 
it  in  Perfon,  with  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury ,  and  feveral  other  Bifhops  and  Abbots  s 
but  the  Lay  Nobility,  ’tis  laid,  refus’d  to  at¬ 
tend  on  this  Occafion,  having  contraded  fuch 
Prejudices  againft  this  Minifter,  that  even  the 
Grave  could  not  deface  them. 

The  King,  in  order  to  relieve  the  fa  mi  fil'd 
“  People  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  iffu’d  a 

11°  Proclamation,  prohibiting  any  Corn  being 
Beer  Pro-  converted  into  Beer,  and  fet  an  Example  to 
kibired.  his  Subjeds  by  prohibiting  Beer  to  be  drank 
in  his  own  Palaces  ;  otherwife*  according  to 
Walfingham ,  mold  of  the  People  muft  have 
perifh’d.  The  King  during  thefe  Calamities 
endeavour’d  to  gain  the  Affedions  of  the 
difaffeded  Nobility,  and  in  order  to  it  made 
the  Earl  of  Lancafter ,  the  molt  popular  Man 
amongft,  them  Prefident  of  his  Council  i  but 
an  Accident  happen’d  which  occafion’d  that 
The  Earl  Lord  to  leave  the  Court  again.  He  had 
'fatln  ob-  married  the  Heirefs  of  the  Earldoms  of  Lin- 
li.r’dto  coin  and  Saliflniry  •,  but  this  Lady  having 
rehgn  his  been  before  contraded  to  one  Richard  St.  L 
<"°cn7^S  Martin ,  a  Gentleman  of  inferior  Quality  and 
difagreeable  Afped,  and  adually  bedded  by  I 
whom  (he  him,  St.  Martin  thought  fit  about  this  time  ! 
was  mar-  t0  reclaim  his  Wife,  and  was  fuffer’d  to  pro-  j 
ried^before  pecute  Ls  Suit  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court  ;  \j 
1317  which  becaufe  the  King  did  not  oppofe,  his 
J.io&n  Enemies  fuggefted  that  he  had  encourag’d  j 
II.  st.  Martin  to  promote  this  Suit,  and  that  in  j 
reality  there  was  nothing  in  it ;  but  in  the 
End  it  feems  the  Lady  herfelf  confefs’d  the 
Precontrad  and  Cohabitation  with  St.  Marti? t 
voluntarily,  and  the  Court  decreed  St.  Martin 

his 
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his  Wife :  And  as  our  Hiftorians  in  general 
agree  to  reprefent  St.  Martin  as  a  very  de¬ 
form’d  Man,  of  mean  Quality  and  Fortune, 
Can  it  be  fuppos’d  that  the  Countefs  would 
have  acknowledg’d  her  Marriage  with  him 
if  fhe  had  not  really  been  his  Wife  ?  Impar¬ 
tial  Pofterity  will  be  enclin’d  to  believe  the 
Truth  of  St.  Martin's,  Allegations,  whatever 
that  prejudic’d  Generation  might  infinuate  to 
the  contrary  y  and  if  we  are  fatisfied  of  the 
Truth  of  the  Fadts,  there  can  be  no  Ground  to 
clamour  againft  the  King  on  this  Head-,  tho’  I 
find  myFriend  Rapin  runs  in  with  the  common 
Cry,  and  looks  upon  it  to  be  a  malicious 
Stratagem  of  the  King’s  to  mortify  fhe  Earl 
of  Lancafter  y  which  is  no  great  Wonder, 
fince  he  feems  in  this  Reign,  as  in  many 
others,  to  be  writing  an  Invedtive  rather  than 
a  Hiftory, 

But  however  that  be,  it  is  very  Certain 
Lancafter  was  difgufted,  and  enter’d  into  a 
frefh  Confpiracy  with  fome  other  Lords  to 
compel  the  King  to  yield  to  their  Demands 
of  which  the  Court  receiving  Advice,  the 
Pope’s  Nuncio  endeavour’d  to  divert  them 
from  their  Defign,  and  feem’d  to  have  ac¬ 
commodated  Matters.  The  King  confented 
to  admit  feveral  of  the  Confederate  Barons  to 
his  Council,  and  the  Agreement  was  ratified 
in  Parliament  on  the  i2thof  Aug-aft ,-  1318, 
after  which  the  King  met  the  Earl  of  Lan¬ 
cafter  in  a  Plain  near  Leicefter ,  where  they 
embrac’d  and  made  mutual  Profeflions  of  fu¬ 
ture  Friendlhip. 

In  the  mean  time  Robert  Bruce ,  not  con¬ 
tented  with  fecuring  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland 
to  himfelf,  had  laid  a  Defign  of  conquering 
Ireland ,  and  making  his  Brother  Edward 
V  o  l,  XVII.  B  b  Monarch 
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-4.P.1318  Monarch  of  that  Ifland,  in  which  he  mef 
“7 — ~  with  fuch  Succefs  that  great  part  of  the  Na~ 
'i.hl  II 2  tiyes  came  over  to  Edward  and.  acknowledg’d 
^/YV  him  their  King,  which  Tide  he  had  the  Ho¬ 
nour  to  bear  for  a  Year  or  two  y  but  the  King 
of  England  fending  a  Detachment,  of  Troops, 
into  Ireland ,  the  Arcbbifhop  of  Armagh, , 
with  Birmingham  Jufti'ciary  of  Ireland ,  by 
their  Affiftance  gain’d  a  compleat  Vidory 
over  the  Scots  on  that  fide,  and  kill’d  their 
King  Edward  Bruce  in  the  Field  of  Battle* 
with  great  Numbers  of  the  Scotijh  Nobility 
who  had  engag’d  in  the  Enterprize,  in  hopes, 
of  fharing  that  Kingdom  amongft  them, 
Robert  Bruce  however,  not  difeourag’d  by 
this  Repulle  in  Ireland ,  haying  defeated  a 
Body  of  Englijh  Troops  that  were  fent  down 
to  defend,  the  Borders,  laid  Siege  to: Berwick* 
— — —  which  the  difaffeded  Barons  preventing  tho. 
King’s  relieving,  fell  into  hisHands ;  notwith- 
'  handing  the  Pope  excommunicated  Bruce  and? 
all  his  Adherents  for  not  confenting  to  a 
Truce. 

The  following  Year  the  King  prevail'd, 
with  the  Barons-  to  march  towards  Scotland 
and  endeavour  to-  retake  Berwick  \  but  while 
they  lay  before  the  Town  the  Scotijh  Army’ 
march’d  into1  England,  and  join’d  fome  of  the 
difaffeded  Englijh ravag’d  the  Conntry  as; 
far  as  Torky  and  were  very  near  furprizing 
the  Queen  and  taking  her  Prifoner  y  which 
oblig’d  King  Edward,  to  raife  the  Siege  of 
Berwick  arid  return  home,  having  fir  ft  con- 
Tlie  eluded  a  Truce  with  the  Scots  for  two  Years,, 
SurfT  As  one  of  the  Ordinances  the  Barons  had  ! 
to  Arms  made  was,  that  the  King’s  Houfhold  fhould 
be  firpply’d  with  fuch-  Officers  as  they  were 

pleas’d  to  appoint  him,  they  had  chofen 
V  rr  Hugh 

;  eg#*.-  « 
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Hugh  Spencer,  one  of  their  Number,  to  be 
his  High  Chamberlain,  by  whom  they  hop’d  A  xz&cx^ 
to  receive  Intelligence  of  all  his  Motions,  if  n/ 
not  of  his  moft  private  Intentions.  But  this 
youngGentleman,  either  detefting  the  frequen  t 
Infijlts  he  faw  them  put  upon  his  Mailer,  or 
having  an  Eye  to  his  own  Advancement, 
foon  difcover’d  a  more  than  ordinary  Com- 
plaifance  and  Deference  for  the  King  ;  which  A.D.\y^ 

occafion’d  that  Prince  to  make  him  his  moil  - 

intimate  Confident,  and  employ  his  Father  3 
alfo  in  the  Adminiftration,  creating  him  Earl  E  w-  ’ 
of  Winchester  j  at  which  the  Earl  of  Lancafter 
and  the  diaffeded  Barons  exprefs’d  the  utmoft 
Rage.  They  affembled  a  Body  of  fifteen 
thoufand  Men,  plunder’d  the  Lands  and  fi¬ 
liates  of  the  Spencers ,  doing  them  at  leafl 
fixty  thoufand  Pounds  Damage  ;  and  not 
content  with  this,  they  fo  influenc’d  the  Par¬ 
liament  by  the  Terror  of  their  Troops,  that 
jthey  procur’d  an  Ad  to  banilh  the  Spencers , 
without  hearing  or  bringing  them  to  aTryal  % 

For  which  Hiftorians  give  us  no  other  Reafon 
but  that  the  younger  Spencer  and  his  Father 
Would  not  be  govern’d  by  them-  I  could 
never  meet  with  any  one  Inftance  of  Violence 
pr  Oppreffion  which  either  the  Father  or  Son 
were  guilty  of  in  any  Writer,  they  are  only 
charg’d  with  Oppreffion  in  general  Terms, 

And  now  the  Spencers  being  banilh’d,  the 
Lords  grew  ftill  more  Infolent,  of  which  we 
have  an  JnRance  in  their  Behaviour  towards  a.D.i^^ 
the  Queen,  who  coming  to  lodge  with  her  ~ 

Retinue  at  Leeds  Caftle  that  belong’d  to  the 
Lord  Baddle/mre ,  one  of  the  Earl  of  La%-  ‘ 
f after’ s  Party,  fhe  was  not  only  denied  En-  The  difaf- 
trance  by  the  Governor,  but  one  of  her  Set-  fefteci  . 
i  yants  kill’d  $  which  the  Lord  Baddiefmere  was 

8  ?.  [o  C^uee!\. 
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fo  far  from  excuftng,  that  he  approv’d  the 
Fact  in  a  Letter  he  fent  to  the  Queen.  At 
which  the  King  was  fo  provok’d,  that  he  aft 
fembled  a  Body  of  Troops,  took  the  Caftle 
of  Leeds  by  Storm,  and  hang’d  up  the  Com¬ 
manding  Officer.  The  Barons  hereupon  im¬ 
mediately  had  recourfe  to  Arms,  and  apply’d 
themfelves  to  the  Scots ,  with  whom  they  were 
in  a  Confederacy,  to  invade  the  Kingdom  by 
way  of  Diverfion,  as  appears  by  an  Inftru- 
ment  in  Rymer’s  Feeder  a,  Vol.  III.  p.  899  ; 
but  the  King  came  fo  fuddenly  upon  the 
Malecontents,  that  they  took  the  Caftle  of 
Warwick  and  feveral  others  which  they  were 
fortifying  againft  him,  and  totally  difeon- 
certed  their  Meafures  before  they  could  draw 
their  Troops  together,  upon  which  Succefs 
the  King  ventur’d  to  recall  the  Spencers.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Earl  of  Lane  after  retiring 
towards  the  North,  in  hopes  of  being  fup- 
ported  by  the  Scots,  the  King  fent  an  Exprefs 
to  Sir  Andrew  Hard  ay ,  Governor  of  Carlijle , 
to  endeavour  to  obftruct  the  Earl’s  March  till 
he  could  come  up  with  the  Army.  Where¬ 
upon  Harclay  poffefs’d  himfelf  of  the  Pafs  of 
Borough-Bridge  in  Torkfhire ,  where  the  Earl 
attacking  him,  and  endeavouring  to  force  his 
Way,  was  repuls’d  and  taken  Prifoner,  with 
near  an  hundred  Barons  and  Knights,  befides 
common  Soldiers-,  and  Humphry  Bohun  Earl  of 
Hereford ,  with  feveral  other  Perfons  of  Di- 
ftin&ion,  were  kill’d  in  the  Aftion.  The 
Earl  of  Lancafter  was  fent  Prifoner  to  Pont- 
fr  ait -Caftle,  where  the  Mob  infulted  him,  and 
call’d  him  King  Arthur ,  a  Title  he  had  aft 
fum’d  in  fome  of  his  Letters  to  the  Scots. 
which  had  been  intercepted.  The  King  co¬ 
ming  to  Pontfrait  fome  few  Days  after,  the 
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iarl  was  arraign’d  and  try’d  before  Edmund  -d.D.i$zz 
iarl  of  Kent,  the  King’s  Brother,  the  Earls  j  i  &  ^ 
>f  Pembroke  and  fVarren ,  the  Spencers  and  £d--w.  IL 
ome  other  Peers,  who  convicted  him  of  High 
rreafon,  which  they  could  not  well  av°id, 

Deing  taken  in  adtual  Rebellion,  and  in  Con- 
ederacy  with  the  Scots ,  the  Enemies  of  the  Treafoi* 
Nation.  And  tho’  Rapin  and  fome  others  ex-  and  exc¬ 
laim  againft  the  King  becaufe  he  was  try’d 
inly  by  a  fmall  Number  of  Peers,  they  are 
lot  furely  ignorant  that  fuch  a  Tryal  was  not 
only  legal,  but  that  the  Earl  might  have 
been  try’d  and  condemn’d  by  as  fmall  a 
Number  of  Officers  of  the  Army,  who  were 
not  Peers,  by  Martial  Law,  being  taken  in 
Arms  againft  his  Sovereign  :  It  was  only  in 
time  of  Peace,  and  during  a  Seffions  of  Par¬ 
liament,  that  a  Baron  was  to  be  try'd  by  the 
whole  Body  of  Peers.  Befides,  the  Accom¬ 
plices  of  this  Nobleman,  of  all  others,  had 
the  leaft  Reafon  to  find  Fault  with  thefe  fum- 
naary  Proceedings,  who  had  beheaded  Gave- 
flon  the  King’s  Prime  Minifter,  not  only 
without  a  legal  Tryal,  but  without  anyColour 
of  Authority.  But  to  proceed,  nine  other 
Lords  taken  likewife  with  Lancafter  were  con¬ 
demn’d  for  High  Treafon  and  beheaded  at 
Tork  ;  Baddlefmere  who  gave  the  firft  Provo¬ 
cation,  by  infulting  the  Queen,  was  executed 
at  Canterbury ,  and  three  more  of  the  Barons 
were  executed  at  London ,  IVindfor  and  Glou-r 
cefter ,  to  deter  others  from  the  like  treafon- 
able  Practices. 

!  The  King  having  difpers’d  the  Rebels,  The  King 
march’d  towards  Scotland  to  put  a  ftop  to™archejw 
the  Inroads  of  that  People,  and  cut  off  their 
Communication  with  his  dilaffefted  Subjects  * 
jhut  the  Scots  retir’d  upon  his  Approach,  de>- 
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flroying  all  the  Country  before  them  *,  -where¬ 
upon  the  King  was  oblig’d  to  return  to  Eng¬ 
land ,  and  dividing  his  Army  into  feveral  Bo¬ 
dies,  that  they  might  the  better  find  a  Sub- 
iiftance  in  their  March,  Bruce  came  down 
from  the  Hills  and  fell  upon  one  of  them,  in 
which  he  had  the  good  Fortune  to  make  him- 
felf  Matter  of  the  King’s  Baggage.  But 
whatever  was  his  Succefs,  (for  feme  magnify 
it  extremely)  certain  it  is  he  begg’d  King 
Edward  to  grant  him  a  Truce,  which  was  at 
length  agreed  on  for  thirteen  Years.  Rymer 
Vol.  III.  p.  1022.  Sir  Andrew  Barclay ,  who 
for  his  Succefs  at  Borough -Bridge  was  created 
Earl  of  Carlijle ,  enjoy?d  that  Honour  fcarce  a 
Year,  being  charg’d  with  entering  into  a  1 
Confpiracy  with  the  Scots ,  who  had  made  i 
him  great  Offers  to  embroil  the  King’s  Affairs  1 
again,  and  being  try’d  and  convictted  at  London? 
was  afterwards  executed  as  aTraytor;  tho’  it  is 
fuggefted  by  fome,  on  what  Grounds  I  know 
not,  that  he  was  deftroy’d  by  the  Artifices  of 
the  Spencers,  who  were  afraid  of  his  rivalling  i 
them  in  the  King?s  Favour.  Poffibly  his 
taking  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  Priloner  had  ; 
rais’d  him  a  Multitude  of  Enemies,  and  then 
any  thing  that  look’d  like  Preemption  might  : 
pafs  for  Evidence  ;  for  the  Earl,  it  feems,  ! 
was  adoPd  by  the  People  after  his  Death  \ 
and  the  Monks  of  Rontfrait ,  where  he  was 
buried,  got  a  great  deal  of  Money  from 
weak  People,  who  came  in  Pilgrimage  to  his  : 
Tomb  on  their  giving  out  that  Miracles  were 
wrought  there,  infomuch  that  the  King  found 
himfelf  oblig’d  to  order  the  Church  Doors  1 
fO  be  fhut  up,  being  well  affuPd  that  }f  the 
Earl’s  Friends  could  fa  far  Influence  the  Peo¬ 
ple  to  make  them  believe  he  was  a  Saint,  it 
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would  he  no  hatd.  Matter  to  perfuade  them  A.D.i^r^ 
that  their  King,  who  put  him  to  Death,  was  — - 

a<  Tyrant  and  Opprefior  •,  and  on  this. Account, 
or.  thro’  Tendernefs  for  the.  Lofs  of  fo  near  a.  (yy>j 
Relation,  ’tis  faid,  the.  King  afterwards  la¬ 
mented  his  Execution,  breaking  out  into 
thele.  or  the.  like  Expreflions  on  his  being  im¬ 
portun’d  to  pardon  a  notorious.  Criminal* 

How  can  you  pre/s  me  thus,  to  feme  fo  vile  ct 
Wretch,  when  none,  of  you  mov'd  your  Lips  m 
behalf  of  my.  nearRdation  the  Earl  of  Lancafter, 
who  if  he  had  liv'd  might,  have,  done  me  and  his 
Country  Service.  But.  fuch  Expreflions  as  thefe 
are  frequently  made  for.  Princes*  and  there 
feems  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  to  believe 
that  this  was.  foj  becaufeTCz«r<z/fer  was  taken 
in  full  March,  to  join  the  Scots ,  and  endeavour 
to  ufurp  that,  very  Prince’s  Throne  who  is 
fuppos’d  to  have,  faid  it,  and  from  whom 
therefore. he  could  not  have  promis’d  himfelf 
any  great  Services,  if  he  had  been  living. 

»  But  however  that  was,  the  King  having 
fupprefs’d  the.  difaffefted  Barons,  and  con¬ 
cluded  a  Truce,  with,  the  Scots,  committed  the 
Adminiftration  of  the  Government  to  the 
Spencers  once  again,  who  frill  continu’d  to 
iprofecute  the  Lancafirian  Faction.  The  Bi-  The  Mi- 
diop  of  Hereford ,  who  was  one  of  the  Earl’s  niitry  pro-' 
Adherents,  they  charg’d  with  High  Treafon,  ™k’d 
and  brought  him  to:  a  Tryal  before  the  Tern-  prof^_  y 
iporal  Judges,  who  were  going  to  pafs  Sen-  ting  feme 
rence  on  him,  when  the.  Archbilhops  of  Can-  Biihops. 

* erbury  and  Dublin  came  and  took  him  from 
):he  Bar,  declaring^  it  to  be  a  Violation  of  the 
Church’s  Privileges,  threatening  the  Judges 
rvith  Excommunication  if  they  proceeded  to 
oafs  Sentence,,  and  the  Matter  was  afterwards 
eferr’d  to.  the.  J judgment:  of-  the  Parliament. 

The 
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The  Bifhop  of  Lincoln ,  who  was  in  the  like! 
Circumftances,  fbelter’d  himfelf  alfo  under 
the  Prote&ion  of  the  Church,  endeavouring., 
to  perfuade  his  Brethren  the  Ecclefiafticks, 
that  it  was  their  common  Caufe  ■,  and  thus  the 
Miniftry  unhappily  created  a  Difference  be¬ 
tween  the  Crown  and  the  Clergy.  The  Queen: 
alfo,  it  was  obferv’d,  began  to  efpoufe  the 
Caufe  of  the  Lancajlriansy  and  when  Morti- 
mery  who  was  Priloner  in  the  Tower,  was 
condemn’d  as  a  Tray  tor,  fhe  made  Ufe  of 
her  Tntereft  to  have  his  Sentence  chang’d  into 
that  of  perpetual  Imprifonment  *,  for  what 
Reafon  no  body  could  divine  at  that  time. 
Rut  the  Spencers  fo  highly  refented  her  inter- 
pofing  to  fave  the  Man  they  moft  dreaded, 
that  from  that  time,  ’tis  laid,  they  thwarted 
all  her  Defigns,  retrench’d  her  Expences, 
and,  as  fhe  complain’d  to  the  French  King 
her  Brother,  fo  alienated  the  King’s  Affedtions^ 
from  her  that  he  forfook  her  Bed.  And  yet 
fome  Hiftorians  relate,  that  when  Mortimer 
had  forfeited  his  Life  a  fecond  time  by  con- 
fpiring  to  feize  the  Tower  and  raife  a  frefh 
Infurredtion,  her  Power  was  fo  great  with  the 
King  as  to  obtain  his  Pardon,  and  give  him 
an  Opportunity  of  making  his  Efcape  into 
France ,  whereby  he  defeated  the  Malice  of 
the  Spencers  his  Enemies.  Ihefe  things  ap¬ 
pear  dark  and  inconfiffent,  notwithstanding 
Mr.  Rapin’ s  Attempts  to  clear  them,  and  I 
doubt  we  muff  ftili  be  content  to  remain  ig¬ 
norant  of  many  of  the  Springs  by  which  that 
great  Revolution  was  brought  about,  which 
happen’d  not  long  after. 

It  is  agreed  however  on  all  Hands,  that 
the  fending  over  the  Queen  to  France  to  ac¬ 
commodate  a  Difference  between  the  King 

and 
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ftnd  her  Brother  Charles^  the  French  King,  in  ^  £13  24 
relation  to  the  Dutchy  of  Guienne ,  brought  ^~7"~&Ts 
on  him  and  his  Family  innumerable  Calami-  jj 
ties,  the  Occafioh  whereof  was  this  :  - 

Charles  had  invaded  that  Dutchy  with  a  The 
great  Army,  and  made  himfelf  Mafter 
leveral  Places,  on  pretence  that  King  Edward  tQ  neg0i 
negledted  to  do  Juitice  to  fome  of  his  Vaffals ;  date  the 
and  as  the  King  of  England  was  on  ill  Terms  Reftaufa, 
both  with  his  Clergy  and  Barons,  and  could 
raife  neither  Money  or  Troops  to  oppofe 
the  French ,  the  deputing  the  Queen  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  the  Matter  was  look’d  upon  as  the 
only  Expedient  that  could  prevent  the  Lofs: 
of  Guienne.  And  this,  ’tis  laid,  was  firft  in¬ 
timated  to  Edward  by  the  French  King  with 
a  double  View,  viz .  to  refcue  the  Que-en  out 
of  the  Power  of  the  Spencers ,  and  to  throw 
England ,  into  Confufion.  While  the  Queen 
was  at  the  French  Court,  fhe  gave  King  Ed¬ 
ward  to  underhand,  that  if  he  v/ould  transfer 
his  Right  in  the  Dutchy  of  Guienne  to  his  Son 
Edward ,  and  fend  him  over  to  do  Homage  pr0; 
to  her  Brother  for  it,  he  was  willing  to  relin-  cures  the 
:  quifh  all  his  Acquifttions  in  that  Province,  Pnnce  her 
and  Peace  might  be  reftor’d  between  the  two  ^  *°ere 
<  Crowns.  King  Edward ,  upon  very  little  tQ  her. 
Confederation,  agreed  to  this,  and  affign’d 
that  Dutchy  to  Prince  Edward ,  fending  him 
;over  to  France  to'  do  his  Homage,  expedting 
1  that  when  the  Ceremony  was  over  the  Queen 
•and  her  Son  would  have  return’d  to  England „ 

But  his  Eyes  were  foon  after  open’d,  and  he 
r  became  feniible,  when  it  was  too  late,  of  the 
Artifices  and  Treachery  of  his  Queen  and  the 
)  French  Court.  He  was  inform’d  that  all  the 
Lancafirian  Party,  who  had  been  banifh’d  or 
3  fled  from  England ,  reforted  to  the  Queen  at 
1  *  Vol,  XVII,  C  c  Pariss 


i  ^4  the  H  i  s  t  o  r  y  of  £  n  g  1  a  fc  hi 

^.D.1324  Paris  -,  that  Mortimer  the  Chief  of  them  liv’d 
~  ~g  with  her  openly  as  her  Gallant,  and  thatfome 
Ej2-  ii  Plot  was  forming  againft  him,  which  it  was* 
fuppos’d  King  Charles  was  a  Party  to’.  The 
And  lives.  King  hereupon  wrote  to  the  Queen  and  the 
iaopenFa-  pr  jnce  to  return  Home  in  the  mofl  prefling 
%vit  hMor-  Terms-,  but  fbe  made  abundance  of  Excufes 
timer.  for  delaying  her  Departure  i  and  King  Charles 
A.D,  1325  in  her  behalf  reprefented  to  King  Edward 
"a  \  8  i  ^iaE  cou^  not5  with  any  Safety  or  Ho- 
Ed’i i’.  II.9  nour?  return  to  Estgland  unlefs  fhewas  fecur’d 
King  Ed-  againft  the  Infolence  of  the  younger  Spencer, 
nuard  Edward ,  in  Anfwer  to  this,  wrote  to  the 

th French  King  °f  France ,  alluring  him  that  the  Queen 
King  and  fbould  want  no  Protection  or  Encouragement 
the  Pope  if  fhe  return’d  to  England ,  declar’d  that  he 
about  (end-  rehecj  Up0n  his  Faith  and  Honour  for  their 
the  Queen  P-eturn»  and  did  not  fcruple  to  mention  the 
mi  hisSon  infamous  Commerce  he  fufpefted  between  the 
Queen  and  Mortimer ,  which  he  hop’d  her 
Brother  would  give  no  Countenance  to.  The 
King  alfo  wrote  to  the  Pope,  defiring  him  to 
ufe  his  Intereft  at  the  French  Court  that  his 
Wife  and  Son  might  be  reftor’d  him ;  and 
after  a  great  deal  of  Importunity,  Charles , 
either  influenc’d  by  Prefents  made  him  by  the 
■  Spencers,  or  afham’d  of  the  fcandalous  Com¬ 
merce  between  Mortmer  and  his  Sifter,  ex- 
pell’d  them  his  Court,  and  prohibited  all  his 
Subjects  to  give  them  any  Afliftance.  But 
this,  Hiftorians  obferve,  he  delay’d  to  do 
..  fill  the  Earl  of  Iiainault  and  Holland  openly 
came  to  efpous’d  the  Queen’s  Intereft  and  invited 
she  Eafl  of  her  into  his  Territories,  and  when  he  knew 
Hainault  s  was  already  fuch  a  Confpiracy  form’d 

Court.  -n  ]gngiavfi  againft  King  Edward  as  would  in 
all  Probability  ruin  him,- 
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As  foon  as  the  Queen  was  arriv’d  in  Hat-  ^.D.  1326. 
nault ,  in  purfuanceof  her  Agreement  with  that  ^  &2Q 

Earl,  fhe  contracted  the  Prince  her  Son,  then  Edw.  II. 
under  fourteen  Years  of  Age,  to  his  Daughter 
Philippa ,  in  confideration  whereof  he  agreed  Thei5“^e 
to  affift  her  with  three  thoufand  Men,  to  ^the  ’ 
make  a  Defcent  upon  England ,  which  were  PHncefs  of 
to  be  commanded  by  his  Brother  John  of  Haimult . 
Hainault.  With  thefe  and  the  Englijh  Male- 
contents  fhe  embark’d  at  Dort  in  Holland , 
and  landed  at  Orewell  in  Suffolk ,  or  as  others 
relate,  at  Harwich  in  Effex ,  on  the  2  2d  of 
September,  1326.  The  Queen  on  her  Land-  The 
ing  was  immediately  join’d  by  Edmund  Earl  Queen 
of  Kent  the  King’s  Brother,  by  Henry  of  Lan- 
cafter  Brother  of  the  deceas’d  Earl,  the  Bi-  upon  Eng„ 
Aiops  of  Hereford ,  Lincoln ,  and  Ely,  the  Earls  land,  and. 
of  Pembroke  and  Leicefter,  and  a  great  many  is  ioin>d 
other  Prelates,  Noblemen,  and  Perfons  of^^06 
DiftinCtion,  befides  a  multitude  of  inferior 
People,  out  of  whom  was  foon  form’d  a  con-* 
fiderable  Army. 

The  King  receiving  Advice  that  the  Queen 
was  landed  ^ith  a  Body  of  Dutch  Troops, 
applied  himfelf  to  the  City  of  London,  to  al¬ 
ii  ft  him  in  this  Exigence,  but  met  with  a  ve¬ 
ry  cold  Anfwer,  and  finding  both  the  Clergy 
and  Nobility  in  the  Intereft  of  his  Enemies, 
he  retir’d  towards  Wales  with  the  two  Spen -  The  King 
cers,  the  Chancellor  Baldock,  and  fome  other  retires  in!$ 
Courtiers,  having  firft  publifh’d  a  Proclama- 
tion  againft  the  Queen  and  her  Adherents, 
iand  offer’d  a  Reward  of  one  thoufand  Pounds 
. to  any  one  who  fhould  bring  him  the  Efead 


of  Mortimer.  • 

The  Queen’s  Army  however  encreas’d  eve-  The 
ry  Day,  and  being  arriv’d  at  Wallingford,  fhe  Queen's 
p.uhlhh’d  a  Memorial,  dated  the  15th  of 
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her,  in  the  Name  of  herfelf,  her  Son  Prince 
Edward ,  and  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent ,  decla¬ 
ring  that  they  took  up  Arms  to  refcue  both 
the  Church  and  State  from  the  Tyranny  of 
the  Spencers ,  who  were  to  be  look’d  upon  as 
Enemies  to  the  Kingdom,  abufing  the  Royal 
Authority  to  the  Deftructtion  of  the  Subjeft, 
with  a  great  deal  more  of  the  like  import. 

In  the  mean  time  the  King  being  arrived  at 
Briftol,  left  the  elder  Spencer  there,  in  hopes 
he  would  have  been  able  to  have  defended 
that  City  till  he  fhould  be  reliev’d,  or  could 
make  Terms  with  the  Enemy.  From  Briftol 
the  King  march’d  with  the  younger  Spencer 
and  Bal dock  the  Chancellor  into  Wales,  where 
tho’  the  People  leem’d  well  affectted  to  him, 
he  found  it  impoffible  to  raife  a  Force  fuffici- 
ent  to  make  head  againft  the  Queen.  He 
embark’d  therefore  for  Ireland ,  but  was  dri¬ 
ven  back  upon  the  Coaft  by  a  Storm,  and 
forc’d  to  conceal  himfelf  in  the  Abby  of 
Neath . 

The  Queen  in  the  mean  time  having 
march’d  quite  crofs  England ,  invefted  the 
City  of  Briftol ,  which  foon  furrender’d,  and 
flie  elder  Spencer  the  Governor  was  immedi¬ 
ately  hang’d  up,  without  aTryal,  tho’  he 
was  then  near  ninety  Years  of  Age.  The 
City  of  London  declar’d  for  the  Queen  about 
the  fame  time,  Filing  her  Their  Deli¬ 
verer.  Arid  the  Bifbop  of  Exeter ,  whom 
the  King  had  entruffred  with  the  Care  of  that 
Metropolis,  endeavouring  to  preferve  it  for 
his  Matter,  was  over-power’d,  and  had  his 
Head  cut  off ;  after  which  the  Citizens  feiz’d 
the  Tower  of  London,  fet  the  Prifoners 


on 


there  at  Liberty,  as  the  Queen  did  in  all 
other  Prifons  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  hearing 

that 
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.hat  the  King  was  embark’d  for  Ireland ,  fhe  AD.  1326 
ind  her  Friends  took  upon  them  to  confti-  *  ~~ 

:ute  Prince  Edward  Guardian  of  the  King-  19  --2° 
dom,  the  Bifhop  of  Norwich  Chancellor, 
md  the  Bilhop  of  Winchefter  Treafarer.  The 
Queen  afterwards  march’d  with  the  Army  to 
Gloucefter ,  where  underftanding  that  the  King 
iiad  been  driven  back  to  Wales ,  and  lay  con¬ 
ceal’d  in  that  Country,  fhe  iflu’d  a  Procla¬ 
mation,  inviting  him  to  return  and  take  upon 
him  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government, 
which  it  cannot  be  fuppos’d  fhe  was  very  fin- 
cere  in,  after  the  Provocations  fhe  had  given 
him,  in  relation  to  his  Bed  as  well  as  hisCrown, 
nor  was  the  King  fo  weak  as  to  difcover  him- 


felf  •,  but  a  Reward  of  two  thoufand  Pounds 
being  offer’d  for  apprehending  the  younger 
Spencer ,  and  the  Earl  of  Lancajler  the  King’s 
moft  inveterate  Enemy  fent  into  Wales  with 
a  Body  of  Troops  in  fearch  of  him,  fdch  Di¬ 
ligence  was  us’d  that  the  King  could  no  longer 
conceal  himfelf.  He  was  taken  in  the  Mona-  The  King 
fiery  of  Neath ,  together  with  Spencer ,  Chan-  and  the 
cellor  Baldock ,  Simon  Reading ,  and  fome  others  y°unSer 
of  his  Domefticks,  and  from  thence  carried 
to  Monmouth-Caftle.  Here  the  Queen  fent 
the  Bilhop  of  Winchefter  to  him  to  demand 
the  Great  Seal,  which  the  King  feem’d  to  de¬ 
liver  up  very  willingly,  and  the  Queen  no 
fooner  had  it  in  her  Hands  but  fhe  caus’d  a 
Parliament  to  be  fummon’d  in  the  King’s 
Name,  whom  fhe  confin’d  at  the  fame  time 
n  the  Caflle  of  Kennelzvorth  in  Warwickjhire , 

Spencer ,  Baldock ,  and  Reading  were  fent  under 
v  ftrong  Guard  to  Hereford ,  where  the  Earl 
if  Hereford  one  of  Mortimer's,  greatefl  Ene- 
mies  had  been  beheaded  juft  before  their  ar~ 
ival.  The  Queen,  whether  mov’d  by  Cu- 

riofity 
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riofity  or  Revenge,  came  foon  after  to  that 
City  in  Perfon,  where  fhe  order’d  Spencer  to 
be  hang’d  upon  a  Gallows  fifty  Foot  high, 
and  Reading  upon  another  ten  Foot  lower  5 
and  as  to  Baldock ,  who  was  in  Orders,  he  was 
deliver’d  up  to  the  Bifhop  of  Hereford ,  who 
carried  him  to  London ,  but  fuffer’d  him  to  be 
abus’d  fo  barbaroufty  there  by  the  Mob  that 
he  died  of  his  Bruiles  in  Newgate ,  to  which 
Prifon  he  was  committed. 

The  Queen  having  triumph’d  over  her 
Enemies,  and  indulg’d  her  Revenge  in  their 
Execution,  came  to  London  to  be  prefent  at 
the  Parliament  which  fhe  had  fummon’d  to 
meet  in  January .  The  firft  thing  they  fell 
upon,  was  the  King’s  Male-Adminiftration, 
for  which  they  unanimoufly  refolv’d  to  de- 
pofe  him,  and  place  his  Son  Prince  Edward 
on  the  Throne.  The  Subftance  of  the  Charge 
againft  the  King,  was,  that  he  had  fuffer’d 
himfelf  to  be  govern’d  by  evil  Counfellors, 
to  the  Deftru&ion  both  of  Church  and  State, 
not  regarding  the  Addreffes  of  his  Subje&s, 
who  had  reprefented  the  ill  Conferences  of 
his  following  fuch  pernicious  Advice  ;  that 
he  bufied  himfelf  in  Employments  unbe¬ 
coming  his  Station  •,  that  by  his  ill  Conduit 
he  had  loft  Scotland,  with  part  of  Ireland  and 
Guienne  \  that  he  had  put  to  Death,  banifh’d, 
imprifon’d,  and  difmherted  feveral  Englijh. 
Peers  •,  that  he  regarded  nothing  but  his  own 
Profit,  and  enriching  his  evil  Minifters  ;  and 
laftly,  that  he  had  abandon’d  (or  abdicated) 
the  Kingdom,  and  was  become  incorrigible, 
for  which  Reafons  they  declar’d  he  had  for¬ 
feited  his  Crown,  and  appointed  his  Son  Prince 
Edward  to  fucceed  him.  Whereupon  the 
Prince  was  proclaim’d  King  in  Wefiminfter- 
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jail,  by  the  Name  of  Edward  III.  and  the 
People  expreffing  their  Approbation  of  thefe  “ 
Proceedings  by  their  Acclamations,  the  £,*9  j£. 
fVrchbifhop  preach’d  them  a  Sermon  on  thefe 
Words,'  The  Voice  of  the  People  is  the  Voice  of 
9od.  T akirig  Occafion  to  vindicate  the  Re- 
folutions  of  Parliament,  and  exhorting  the 
People  to  obey  their  new  Sovereign. 

The  Queen  pretended  to  be  extremely  con¬ 
cern’d  when  Ihe  heard  the  King  was  depos’d, 

[he  wept  and  lamented  the  Misfortune  very 
movingly,  and  indeed  fo  much  over  a£ted  her 
part,  that  the  Prince  Imagining  lhe  was  in 
;arneft,  declar’d  he  would  never  accept  the  ThePrintt 
Grown,  unlefs  his  Father  voluntarily  refign’d  refufes  the 
it,  whereupon  the  Parliament  fent  the  Biffiops 
of  Lincoln  and  Hereford  to  Kennelworth  to  the  his  Father 
King,  to  threaten  him  that  if  he  made  any  refign’d  it. 
difficulty  in  refigning  the  Crown  to  his  Son, 
they  would  fettle  it  on  another  Family,  and 
foon  after  deputed  twelve  Commiffioners  to 
accept  his  Resignation,  viz.  three  Biffiops, 
three  Earls,  two  Barons,  two  Abbots,  and 
two  of  the  Judges.  Upon  their  arrival  at 
Kennelworth  the  King  came  to  them  in  a 
Mourning  Habit,  and  no  fooner  faw  them 
out  he  fell  into  a  Swoon  ;  when  he  was  a  lit- 
Lie  recover’d,  the  Biffiop  of  Hereford  open’d 
the  matter  they  came  about,  requiring  the 
King’s  immediate  Anfwer  ;  whereupon  the 
King  faid,  that  he  fubmitted  to  his  Misfor- 
:unes  with  the  greater  Patience,  as  his  Mif-  refigns. 
conduCt  had  been  the  Occafion  of  them.  He 
could  not  but  be  extremely  afflidted  that  his 
People  had  entertain’d  fuch  an  Averfion  to 
him  that  they  would  no  longer  fuffer  him  to 
Reign  over  them,  but  it  was  lome  Satisfacti¬ 
on  that  in  thefe  melancholly  Circumftances 

they 
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AD.  1327  they  had  made  choice  of  his  Son  to  fucceed 
~ — “ “  him,  and  he  gratefully  acknowledg’d  his 
Obligations  to  them  on  that  Account.  Then, 
as  he  was  directed,  he  furrender’d  the  King¬ 
dom  into  their  Hands,  by  the  Delivery  of 
the  Crown  and  Scepter  for  the  Ufe  of  his 
Son  Edward .  After  which  Judge  Trujfel,  as 
The  Peo-  Procurator  or  Representative  of  all  the  Peo¬ 
ple  re-  pie  of  England,  faid,  I  William  Truffel  in 
nounce  ffo  jyame  0f  au  ffrg  Men  of  the  Land  of  Eng- 

Homa-e  End,  an ^  °f  ■ a ^  the  Par^amenL  Procurator , 

1  a  ‘  refign  to  thee  Edward,  the  Homage  that  was 
heretofore  made  to  thee  ;  and  from  this  time  for¬ 
wards  I  defy  thee ,  and  prive  thee  of  all  Regal 
Power ,  and  I  food  never  be  attendant  on  thee 
as  King  after  this  Lime.  Then  Sir  Thomas 
Blunt  Steward  of  the  Houfhold  broke  his 
Staff  and  refign’d  his  Office,  declaring  that 
the  King’s  Family  were  difcharg’d  from  his; 
Service.  This  was  transacted  on  the  22d  of 
January,  Anno  1326-7,  in  the  43d  Year  ot 
the  King’s  Age,  after  he  had  reign’d  nine¬ 
teen  Years,  fix  Months,  and  fifteen  Days.. 

Here  Hiftorians  generally  end  the  Reign 
of  Edward  II.  tho’  his  Right  to  his  Domini¬ 
ons  could  not  be  transferr’d  to  another  in.  his 
Life  time,  but  by  his  voluntary  Refignation,' 
which  certainly  was  not  obtain’d  in  this  Cafe, 
1  (hall  therefore  defer  giving  his  Character 
an  Account  of  his  Iffue,  &c.  till  I  come  to 
{peak  of  his  Death,  which  happen  d  about 
eight  Months  afterwards. 
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CHAP.  XXL 

Contains  the  Reign  of  E  dward  III. 

THE,  Commifiioners  who  had  taken  the  -^•£•1327 
Refignation  of  Edward  ll.  at  Kennel-  ’JJeIiiI 
•worth,  being  return’d  to  London,  Prince  Ed- 
ward  was  a  fecond  time  proclaim’d  by  the  The  Ac- 
Name  of  Edward  III.  and  Crown’d  on  the  keJ1°nI°rj 
ad  Day  of  February  following,  by  Reginald 
Archbifnop  of  Canterbury,  having  been  firft  Crown’d, 
Knighted  by  the  Earl  of  Lancajler :  But  as 
for  the  Coronation  Medal  mention’d  by 
Rapin,  I  find  our  beft  Writers  of  Opinion 
that  no  fuch  Medal  was  fbruck  on  this  Qc-1 
cafion.  .  1  . 

The  young  King  being  under  Age,  twelve  Twelve 
of  the  Nobility  were  appointed  by  the  Par-,  Guardians 
liament  to  be  Guardians  of  the  Kingdom  aPP01Iltet1' 
during  his  Minority,  (viz.)  The  Archbifnops 
of  Canterbury  and  Tork,  the  Bifhops  of  Win- 
chefter,  Hereford,  and  Worcefter  ; .  the  Earls 
of  Norfolk  and  Kent  *,  the  King’s  Uncles  ; 
and  the  Lords  Warren,  Wake,  Piercy,  Jug- 
iham,  and  Rofs,  vyhofe  Nomination  the  Queen 
? did  not  oppofe,  but  buffer’d  them  however  to 
ihave  little  or  no  Share  in  the  Adminiftration  * 
iflie  and  Mortimer  govern’d  both  Court  and 
Parliament,  nothing  was  tranfadled  without 
their  Approbation  and  Concurrence,  Two 
Thirds  of  the  Royal  Revenues  were  fettled 
on  the  Queen,  and  the  remaining  Third  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  two  Kings,  of  which  the  Fa¬ 
ther  had  only  a  hundred  Marks  a  Month  af- 
fign’4  him.  The  Judgments  given  againft 
the  Lancaftrians,  and  the  Adherents  of  the 
Queen,  were  foon  after  revers’d,  as  contrary 
Vo  l  XVII,  D  d  to 
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to  Law  ”,  and  the  young  King  was  put  upon 
applying  to  the  Court  of  Rome  for  the  Ca¬ 
nonization  of  his  Uncle  the  late  Earl  of  Lan- 
cafter ,  who  was  beheaded  at  Pontfrait ,  on 
account  of  the  Miracles  he  was  made  to  be¬ 
lieve  had  been  wrought  at  his  Tomb,  Se¬ 
veral  Acfts  pafs’d  in  Parliament,  condemning 
the  late  Adminiftration,  and  approving  and 
eftablifhing  that  of  the  prefent;  as  isulual  in 
all  Revolutions. 

'The  Scots  looking  upon  England  to  be  in 
an  ufettled  State  at  this  time,  made  an  Incur- 
fion  into  the  Englijh  Borders,  as  far  as  Dur¬ 
ham,  with  twenty  thoufand  Men,  under  the 
Command  of  the  Earl  of  Murray  and  Sir 
James  Douglas,  plundering  and  burning  the 
Northern  Counties  in  a  terrible  manner,  with¬ 
out  any  Provocation,  and  without  regarding 
the  Truce  that  was  ft  ill  fubftfting  between 
the  two  Nations.  The  Englijh  Miniftry 
hereupon  iffu’d  out  Writs  in  the  Name  of 
the  young  King,  for  the  Barons  and  Vaffals 
of  the  Crown  to  affemble  their  Troops  at 
York,  on  the  Feaft  of  AJfenJion.  The  Queen 
alfo  made  ufe  of  her  Intereft  with  the  Earl 
of  Hainault,  to  procure  a  good  Body  of 
T roops  from  Hainault  and  Holland,  who  came 
to  the  General  Rendezvous  at  the  time  ap¬ 
pointed.  This  Army,  ’tis  faid,  amounted  to 
at  leaft  fixty  thoufand  Men,  including  the 
Foreigners,  and  having  the  young  King  at 
the  Head  of  them,  propos’d  taking  a  fevere 
Revenge  on  the  Scots  for  their  Depredations 
and  Breach  of  Faith  •,  but  juft  as  they  were 
beginning  their  March  from  York ,  a  Quarrel 
happen’d  between  the  Englijh  and  Dutch 
Troops,  which  arofe  to  that  Height,  that 
many  were  kill’d  on  both  Tides,  and  thefe 

Differences 
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Differences  continu’d  fo  long,  that  the  Army  ^-£>.1327 
was  not  in  a  Condition  to  take  the  Field  till 
fix  or  eight  Weeks  afterwards,  and  when  they 
did,  found  it  impoffible  to  come  up  with  the 
Scots,  who  being  all  mounted  on  little  light 
Horfes,  except  four  or  five  hundred  Men  at 
Arms,  plunder’d  and  burnt  the  Country,  and 
then  retreated  fo  fuddenly  to  fome  advanta¬ 
ges  Camp,  that  there  was  no  attacking  Bllt  h  nQt 
them.  It  is  reported  of  the  young  King,  able  to  en- 
that  he  fent  them  frequent  Challenges  to  meet  gage  them  , 
him  in  the  open  Field  j  but  their  Generals 
were  wifer  than  to  quit  the  Advantage  of  their 
Ground,  when  their  Enemies  had  iuch  a  Su¬ 
periority  in  point  of  Numbers.  They  loaded 
themfelves  with  rich  Plunder,  and  afterwards 
found  an  Opportunity  of  retiring  into  Scotland , 
without  fo  much  as  being  attack’d  by  the 
Englijh ,  They  had  indeed  gain’d  fo  many 
Days  March  of  the  Englijh  Army,  that  it 
was  thought  to  no  purpofe  to  purfue  them. 
Whereupon  young  Edward  return’d  to  York, 
and  the  Troops  were  difmifs’d,  large  Gratui¬ 
ties  having  been  given  to  the  Foreigners. 

It  is  related  that  during  this  Campaign, 

Sir  James  Douglafs  had  form’d  a  Projedt  of 
carrying  off  the  young  King,  and  was  fo  near 
accomplifhing  it,  that  he  penetrated  into  the 
Englijh  Camp,  in  the  Night  time,  as  far  as 
the  King’s  Tent,  of  which  he  cut  the  Cords, 

'  kill’d  one  of  his  Chaplains,  and  feveral  of 
his  Domefticks,  tho’  he  was  oblig’d  to  retire 
|  on  the  Army’s  being  alarm’d. 

The  ill  Succefs  of  this  Campaign  was  The  ill 
afcrib’d  to  Mortimer ,  the  Prime  Minifter,  Succefs 
<  who  ’twas  fuggefted,  held  a  Correfpondence 
with  the  Scots  i  but  if  it  be  confider’d  of 
what  pernicious  Confequence  it  ufually  is  to  a 

D  d  2  Govern-- 
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Government  to  be  infulted  by  an  Enemy  in 
its  Infancy,  we  fhall  acquit  Mortimer  of  pro¬ 
moting  his  own  Difgrace,  tho’  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  his  Enemies  improv’d  this  Mif- 
fortune  to  the  leffening  his  Credit  with  the 
People. 

The  old  King  was  ftill  detain’d  clofe  Pri- 
foner  in  Kennelworth-C aftle,  from  whence  he 
wrote  feveral  Letters  to  the  Queen,  defiring 
to  fee  her,  or  at  lead,  that  fhe  would  procure 
his  Enlargement \  but  as  fhe  knew  her  Offen¬ 
ces  were  too  great  to  be  forgiven,  fhe  did  not 
think  fit  to  come  near  him,  or  give  him  an 
Opportunity  to  expofe  her/Condud,  only  to 
amufe  the  People,  that  they  might  think  fhe 
had  fome  Aftedion  for  him,  and  that  what  fhe 
had  done  was  purely  in  regard  to  the  Publick 
Good,  fhe  fent  him  fome  little  Prefents  and 
kind  Meffages  from  time  to  time,  which 
were  far  from  giving  him  any  Satisfadion. 
He  would  frequently  fay  before  thofe  who 
had  the  Cuftody  of  him,  What  have  I  done  to 
defirve  this  Ufage  from  my  Wife  and  S.on ,  whom 
they  have  made  King ,  why '  will  they  never  kt  • 
me  fee  their  Faces  ?  And  indeed,  as  the  Prince  I 
is  reprefen  ted  to  have  a  great  deal  of  filial 
Affedion  for  his  Father,  to  be  perfedly  at 
Liberty,  and  even  to  have  the  Command  of 
the  Army  in  the  late  Scotijh  Expedition,  it  is 
ffrange  he  never  gave  the  old  King  one  Vifit,  ; 
or  inquir’d  into  his  Circumffances,  unlefs  he  < 
was  made  to  believe,  it  might  endanger  the 
lofs  of  the  People’s  Affedions  if  he  held  any  i 
Correfpondence  with  him.  Nor  was  it  the  j 
Prince  only  that  the  Queen  and  her  A  dulterer  I) 
Mortimer  were  afraid  fhould  make  fome  un- 
lucky  Difcoveries.  The  Earl  of  Lancajler ,  to  ; 
whom  the  Care  of  the  King  was  committed, 
v  .  '  and 
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nd  the  Barons  in  general  began  to  be  diicon-  AD. 1327 
ented  at  Mortimer's  taking  upon  him  to  go- 
rern  the  Kingdom  without  their  Advice,  and 
eem’d  ready  to  enter  into  Meafures  to  reftore 
heir  injur’d  Sovereign  ;  to  prevent  which  his 
Death  was  refolv?d  on  but  as  Mortimer 
vas  appreheniive  the  Murder  of  the  King 
night  inflame  the  People  ftill  more  againlt 
lim,  and  haften  his  Deftrudion,  it  was  pro¬ 
pos’d  to  try  if  they  could  not  in  the  firft  place 
)reak  the  old  King’s  Heart  by  ill  Ufage,  ac-  The 
rordingly  he  was  taken  out  the  Hands  of  the  ill  ui’d.  ’ 
Earl  of  Lancafier  and  committed  to  two 
arutiili  Knights,  Gournay  and  Malt  ravers, 
who  would  flick  at  nothing  their  Superiors 
:ommanded  them.  Thefe  two  having  re-  -- 
:eiv’d  their  Prifoner  from  the  Earl  of  Lan- 
■a/ler,  hurried  him  about  from  Place  to  Place 
in  the  Night  time,  carrying  him  firft  to  Corfe- 
Cajlle ,  then  to  Brijlol ,  and  at  length  to  Berkley- 
Caftle  in  Gloucefierjhire ,  abufing  him  upon  the 
Road  in  a  moft  infolent  and  barbarous  Man¬ 
ner  :  Among  other  ways  of  mortifying  him, 
they  fet  him  down  upon  a  Hillock  in  the 
Field  near  a  flanking  Puddle,  and  with  that 
Water  caus’d  his  Beard  to  be  cut  off ;  at 
which  the  King  was  fo  mov’d,  that,  ’tis  faid, 
he  fhed  a  Shower  of  Tears,  telling  his  Per- 
fecutors  at  the  fame  time,  they  fhould  not  de¬ 
prive  him  of  warm  Water.  In  Berkley-Ca- 
file  they  us’d  him  ftill  worfe,  believing  that 
the  Severities  they  pradis’d  on  him  would 
foon  put  an  End  to  his  Days  •,  but  fuch  was 
his  Patience  and  Reflgnation  under  thefe  Mif- 
fortunes,  and  his  Conftitution  ftill  fo  little 
broken,  that  they  found  nothing  but  down- 
eight  Violence  would  effed  their  Purpofe, 

Xth  which  they  acquainted  their  Principals 
!  •  the 
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the  Queen  and  Mortimer ,  who  confukmg  their 
Confederate  Adam  Orleton  Bilhop  of  Hereford 
on  this  Occaficn,  ’cis  faid,  he  fram’d  a  Latin 
Letter  for  them  to  Mali  ravers  and  Gournay , 
which  contain’d  the  following  equivocal  Or¬ 
der,  (viz.)  Edwardum  occidere  nohte  timer e 
fonutn  ejir  Which  might  be  undentood  to  be 
either  an  Authority  to  murder  the  King  or  to 
avoid  it,  according  as  it  was  pointed.  The 
Keepers  however  underilanding  the  Intention 
of  their  Makers  was,  that  they  lhould  de- 
idroy  their  Prifoner,  immediately  fet  about  it, 
propofmg  to  effect  it  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it 
fhould  not  be  dilcover’d  he  was  murder’d. 

Accordingly  they  provided  themfclves  with 
a  Pipe,  through  which  they  thruft  a  red  hot 
Iron  up  into  his  Bowels  as  he  lay  in  Bed, 
flopping  his  Mouth  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
Pillows,  which  did  not  however  prevent  his 
Crys  being  heard,  occafion’d  by  the  exquifite 
Torture  they  put  him  to  j  but  no  V,  ound  or 
Signs  of  Violence  appearing  on  the  Body, 
the  Murderers  had  the  Affurance  to  fend  for 
fome  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  Briftol 
to  view  it,  who  were  fo  deceiv  d  that  they 
reported  every  where,  the  King  died  a  natu¬ 
ral  Death,  attefting  a  Certificate  to  the  fame 
Effect.  The  Sufpicions  however  were  fo  i 
ftrong  that  the  King  had  not  fair  Play,  that 
the  Court  themfelves  were  oblig’d  to  give  out 
Orders  for  the  Apprehending  Maltr avers  and  • 
Gournay ,  who  thought  it  their  iafeft  Courfe  j 
to  fly  beyond  Sea,  and  not  truft  to  the  Pro-  ■ 
tedtion  of  thole  who  had  employ  d  them  ,  ■ 
and  the  young  King  enquiring  into  the  Mat-1 
ter  three  Years  afterwards,  Gournay  was  ap¬ 
prehended  at  Burgos  in  Spain,  and  being  ten. 
to  England  had  his  Head  cut  off  in  the  Paf- 
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;ge.  It  was  not  thought  proper,  probably,  AD.\^rj 

>  bring  him  to  a  Trial,  leaft  l'ome  Difcove- 

es  fhould  have  been  made  which  would  have 

(epos’ d  the  King’s  Mother,  the  Queen  Dowa- 

er,  in  her  proper  Colours.  The  other  of 

le  Affaffins,  ’tis  faid,  died  miferabiy  in  Ger- 

icwy. 

This  Murder  was  committed  either  the  lat- 
:r  end  of  September  or  the  beginning  of  Qdlc*- 
1327,  and  the  Corps  was  buried  private- 
f  in  the  Abby-Church  of  Gloucejier ,  where 
Idward  III.  afterwards  erebted  a  handfome 
fomb  for  his  Father,  with  his  Effigies  in 
Uabafter.  And  now  Peoples  Opinions  were 
a  much  alter’d  in  relation  to  the  old  King, 
hat  they  look’d  upon  him  as  a  Saint,  tho* 
hey  were  formerly  taught  to  believe  him  a 
ryrant  and  Opprefior  ;  which  brings  me  to 
nquire  into  his  Character. 

As  to  his  Perfon,  it  is  only  faid  in  general  His Perfoa 
hat  he  was  a  graceful  handfome  Man,  ilrong-  and  Cha- 
y  built,  and  of  a  hale  Conftitution  ;  that  he  ra&er,wiiii 
vas  2  3  Years  of  Age  at  his  Acceffion,  had  ^ 
)een  Generaliffirro  and  Guardian  of  tire  King-  his  Reign, 
lom  in  the  late  Reign,  and  came  to  the 
Aown  with  univerfal  Applaufe  :  And  fuch 
vere  his  Talents  apprehended  to  be  at  this 
ime,  that  the  People  were  in  Expectations  of 
ibundance  of  Happinefs  under  his  Govern- 
nent.  But  upon  his  recalling  his  Friend  Ga- 
’.lefion  from  Baniffiment,  all  his  fine  Accom- 
difhments  leem  to  have  vanifh’d  *,  the  ge- 
lerality  of  our  Hiftorians  from  this  time,  do 
aot  allow  him  to  have  a  Grain  of  Religion, 

Virtue,  or  Common  Senfe  :  from  whence  it  is 
aatural  to  enquire  who  this  Gavefton  was, 

:hat  thus  unaccountably  made  the  People 
liter  their  Opinion  of  the  King,  and  alienated 

the 
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the  Minds  of  his  Subjects  from  him  :  And  1 
think  it  is  agreed  on  all  Hands,  that  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  Gavejlon  was  a  Knight  of  Gafcony , 
who  had  done  the  Crown  of  England  good 
Service  in  that  Dutchy,  for  which  Reafon  his 
Son  was  much  in  Favour  in  the  late  King’s 
Court,  and  bred  up  with  King  Edward  II. 
from  his  Infancy.  That  he  was  a  Perfon  of 
a  good  Prefence,  quick  Parts,  great  Bravery, 
of  a  frank  and  open  Behaviour,  defpifing  the 
Courtiers  little  Arts  of  difguifing  their  Senti¬ 
ments,  and  fawning  on  thofe  they  heartily 
hate,  which  was  one  principal  Occafion  of  his 
Ruin.  He  foon  made  himielf  a  Multitude  of 
Enemies,  who  obferving  the  Intereft  he  had 
in  the  Prince,  the  next  Heir  to  the  Crown, 
the  Barons  united  their  Interefts  againft  him 
as  one  Man,  and  prevail’d  on  the  late  King- 
to  fend  him  on  the  other  fide  the  Water,  un¬ 
der  Pretence  he  would  debauch  the  Prince’s 
Morals ;  and  on  his  Return  enter’d  into  a 
Confpiracy,  and  even  into  a  Rebellion  to  dif- 
place  him.  Now  that  the  King  fhould  fet  his 
Affedtions  on  a  Gentleman  thus  qualified,  and 
even  admit  him  to  a  Share  in  the  Adminiftra- 
tion,  is  not  to  be  wonder’d  at,  but  that  he 
fhould  be  fo  fir  govern’d  by  him  as  to  flight 
th&Engli/b  Nobility,  and  exclude  them  from 
his  Councils,  this  is  admitted  to  be  extreme¬ 
ly  impolitick  ;  not  that  we  meet  with  any 
Adis  of  Tyranny  or  O  ppreffi on  while  Gave¬ 
jlon  fat  at  the  Helm  ;  but  a  very  little  Re- 
lledlion  would  have  difcover’d  that  the  Englijh 
never  can,  with  Patience,  fee  their  King  un¬ 
der  the  Influence  of  any  one  Man,  unlefs  they 
fome  way  or  other  find  their  Account  in  it.  If 
the  Grandees  are  not  kept  in  good  Humour 
by  Places,  or  Penfions,  they  will  infallibly 
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overturn  the  Minifter,  and  perhaps  his  Ma¬ 
iler.  Intereft  it  has  frequently  been  obferv’d 
will  rebel  againft  Principle  •,  and  if  the  Nobi¬ 
lity  and  Gentry  do  not  participate  of  the 
Royal  Bounty,  they  will  venture  at  an  In- 
furredtion  to  deftroy  the  Perfon  that  engroffes 
it,  let  his  Adminiftration  be  never  fo  equita¬ 
ble,  as  was  the  Cafe  here  *,  never  were  fewer 
Taxes  rais’d,  and  I  don’t  remember  in  all 
their  Addrefies  and  Memorials  that  they  give 
a  Angle  Inftance  of  any  Injuftice  done  them, 
unlefs  their  not  being  admitted  to  Places  is  to 
be  accounted  fuch.  But  to  proceed,  when 
the  Barons  had  compell’d  the  King  to  dele¬ 
gate  his  Power  to  them,  and  cut  off  Gave- 
[Ion's  Head  without  any  Colour  of  Law,  they 
were  not  fatisfy’d  •,  and  if  the  French  King, 
whofe  Daughter  Edward  had  married,  and 
the  Pope  had  not  interpos’d,  nothing  lefs 
would  have  fatisfy’d  them,  in  Appearance, 
but  the  continuing  the  Sovereign  Power  in 
their  Hands.  And  tho’  they  were  induc’d  to 
permit  the  King  to  refume  part  of  his  Prero¬ 
gatives  for  a  little  time,  he  no  looner  made 
the  youngeft  Spencer  his  Prime  Minifter 
(whom  they  themfelves  had  impos’d  on  him 
for  his  Chamberlain)  but  they  became  Male- 
contents  again,  enter’d  into  a  frelh  Confpi- 
racy,  and  invited  the  Scots  to  invade  the  King¬ 
dom.  And  when  the  King  was  fo  fortunate  to 
furprize  the  Heads  of  the  Party  and  defeat 
their  Proje&s,  his  executing  the  Earl  of  Lan - 
cajter ,  who  was  taken  in  adtual  Rebellion  with 
feveral  other  Lords  of  that  Faction,  and  pro- 
fecuting  fome  Bifhops,  their  Adherents,  were 
ireprefented  as  fuch  Inftances  of  Cruelty  that 
the  whole  Nation,  both  Clergy  and  Laity, 
were  fpirited  up  againft  him.  Nor  did  the 
Vol.  XVlI*  E  e  Queen’s 
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Queen’s  Intrigue  with  Mortimer  a  little  con¬ 
tribute  to  his  Ruin,  for  Mortimer  being  one 
of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Lancafirian  Fadtion,  the 
Queen,  in  regard  to  him,  efpous’d  that  Par¬ 
ty,  and  endeavour’d  the  Dellrudtion  of  the 
•King,  her  Husband,  with  more  Zeal  than 
any  of  his  deluded  Subjects ;  Ihe  influenc’d 
the  French  King  her  Brother,  the  Butch  and 
the  Pope  to  lend  their  helping  Hands  towards 
dethroning  him  ;  and  no  Wonder  when  his 
Own  Subjedts  and  the  neighbouring  Powers 
were  arm’d  againll  him  he  funk  under  his 
Misfortunes.  But  whatever  Errors  in  Govern¬ 
ment  occafion’d  them,  no- part  of  his  Con- 
dudl  could  juftify  thole  detefted  Means  by 
which  this  Revolution  was  brought  about  : 
Pollen" ty  however  may  learn  fome  very  ufeful 
Lefibns  from  it.  Princes  will  obferve  that  a 
partial  Diftribution  of  their  Favours  is  not  on¬ 
ly  unjull,  but  deftrudtive  tothemfelves.  That 
the  Honours  and  Advantages  Crown’d  Heads 
enjoy  beyond  the  reft  ofMankind  are  not  to  be 
preferv’d  by  a  flothful  unadlive  Fife.  When¬ 
ever  they  transfer  the  Government  of  their 
People  to  others,  they  infallibly  lofe  their 
Efteem  and  Affedtions.  There  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  feparating  the  Cares  from  the  Glories 
of  a  Crown,  and  indeed  the  latter  are  con- 
forr’d  on  them  but  as  a  Reward  of  the  former. 
Mini  iters  will  fee  that  how  firm  foever  they 
are  eftahlifh’d  in  their  Mailer’s  Favour,  it 
will  be  dangerous  treating  their  fellow  Sub- 
jedls  with'Infolence  or  Negledt.  The  People 
will  obferve,  that  notwithllanding  all  the 
plaufible  Pretences  of  the  Grandees  for  the 
publick  Good,  their  own  private  Intereft  is 
ufually  at  Bottom  i  and  when  they  have 
gain’d  their  Point,  the  People  are  very  little 
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better’d,  often  in  a  worfe  Condition  than  they 
were  before.  The  Nobility  may  learn,  that 
how  great  foever  the  Difaffedtion  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject  may  be,  and  how  well  foever  they  are 
fupported  by  Foreign  Powers,  the  Vengeance 
of  their  injur’d  Sovereign  may  overtake  them 
before  their  Plots  are  ripe,  as  it  did  in  this 
Reign  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  and  his  Adhe- 
herents,  Or  if  they  are  fo  fuccefsful  as  to 
carry  their  Point,  and  depofe  or  murder  their 
lawful  Prince,  they  are  not  however  out  of 
the  Reach  of  Providence,  They  may  Tri¬ 
umph  for  a  while,  and  yet  fee  their  Errors  in 
their  Punifhment,  as  moft  of  them  did  who 
were  the  principal  Inftruments  in  this  Revo¬ 
lution. 

As  to  the  Taxes  in  this  Reign  I  have  al-  Taxes  in 
ready  obferv’d  they  were  very  few  \  I  meet  thisReign, 
with  no  more  than  a  fifteenth  of  the  Clergy 
and  a  twentieth  of  the  Laity  in  his  firft  Year, 

:a  twentieth  of  the  Laity  in  the  fifth,  and 
;the  fixth  Penny  of  the  Laity  in  the  fifteenth 
Year  of  his  Reign. 

i  Nor  were  there  many  Statutes  made  in  thi$  Laws. 

!  Reign.  The  principal  were,  one  for  excufing 
thofewhq  had  Lands  of  20  L  per  Ann.  in 
Tome  Cafes  from  being  made  Knights,  another 
for  transferring  the  Lands  belonging  to  the 
•Knights  Templars  (which  Order  was  difTolv’d 
(in  this  Reign)  to  the  Knights  Hofpitallers. 
iThere  was  alfo  a  temporary  Adt  in  relation 
<p  the  Price  of  Provifions,  occafion’d  by  a  Price  of 
IFamine  in  the  eighth  Year  of  this  Reign,  provllion'’- 
■  whereby  an  Ox  fatted  with  Grafs  was  to  be 
/fold  at  fifteen  Shillings,  an  Ox  fatted  with 
Corn  for  twenty  Shillings,  the  beft  Clow  for 
Twelve  Shillings,  a  fat  Hog  two  Years  old  for 
Three  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  a  fat  fhorn 
[  Ee  2  Sheep 
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Sheep  for  fourteen  Pence,  and  one  with  the 
Fleece  for  twenty  Pence,  a  fat  Goofe  for  two 
Pence  halfpenny,  a  fat  Capon  for  two  Pence, 
a  fat  Hen  a  Penny,  and  four  Pidgeons  a 
Penny,  and  no  Perfon  was  to  demand  more 
on  Pain  of  forfeiting  his  Goods  ;  but  the  Fa¬ 
mine  encreafing,  and  People  refufing  to  bring 
their  Goods  to  Market,  this  Statute  was  re¬ 
peal’d. 

Hk  Tide.  The  Title  Edward  II.  was  indif- 

putable,  being  the  eldeft  furviving  Son  of 
King  Edward  I. 

His  Mar-  He  married  Ifabel ,  Daughter  of  Philip  the 

riage  and  Fair,  King  of  France ,  who  was  then  twelve 
Iirue-  Years  of  Age.  She  liv’d  his  Wife  twenty 
Years,  and  his  Widow  thirty,  and  was  buried 
in  the  midft  of  Grey-Friars  Quire  in  London. 
By  her  he  had  Blue  two  Sons  and  two  Daugh¬ 
ters,  his  eldeft  Son  nam’d  Edward  o/JVindfor , 
becaufe  born  there,  fucceeded  him  in  the 
Kingdom,  his  fecond  Son  John  of  Elthamy 
becaufe  born  there,  was  at  twelve  Years  old 
created  Earl  of  Cornwal.  He  died  in  Scotland 
in  the  Flower  of  his  Youth  unmarried.  His 
eldeft  Daughter  Joan  (being  a  Child)  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  the'  fourth  Year  of  King  Edward  her 
Brother,  to  David  Prince  of  Scotland ,  Son  to 
King  Robert  Bruce ,  at  feven  Years  of  Age, 
who  coming  afterwards  into  England  to  vifit 
her  Brother,  died  here  and  was  buried  at  the 
Grey-Friars  in  London.  His  fecond  Daughter 
was  married  to  Reginald ,  the  fecond  Earl  of 
Gelder ,  with  a  Portion  of  fifteen  thoufand 
Pounds,  and  had  Ifiue  by  him  two  Sons,  who 
Were  Earls  fucceffively. 

As  King  Edward  II.  was  violently  and 
wrongfully  depos’d,  we  cannot  look  upon  his 
Son  to  be  a  lawful  King  till  his  Death,  How- 

ever., 
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ever,  in  Conformity  with  other  Hidorians,  J.D  .1328 
I  have  made  his  Father’s  forc’d  Refignation 
the  Commencement  of  Edward  Ill’s  Reign. 

The  Queen  Dowager,  to  divert  the  People  TheKing’s 
from  enquiring  too  nicely  into  the  tragical  Marriage 
Circumdances  of  the  late  King’s  Death,  with  the 
made  Choice  of  this  time  to  folemnize  the 
Marriage  of  her  Son  the  young  King  at  York  folemnizU 
with  the  Princefs  of  Hainault,  to  whom  he 
had  been  contracted  in  the  Low  Countries.  It 
is  a  little  ftrange  that  neither  the  Prince  him- 
felf,  or  any  body  about  him,  fhould  reprefent 
the  Indecency  of  celebrating  his  Nuptials, 
while  the  whole  Court  ought  to  have  been  in 
deep  Mourning  for  his  Father.  On  the  firfl  Theyoung 
Sunday  in  the  following  Lent  alfo  we  find  the  Queen 
young  Queen  was  crown’d  at  Wejlminjler ,  fo  ar0WQ^“ 
that  the  whole  Winter  that  fucceeded  the  late 
King’s  Death  was  fpent  in  Fedivals  and  Joy, 
in  outward  Appearance  at  leali,  tho’  furely  the 
Queen  Dowager,  who  was  Confcious  to  all  the 
wicked  Arts  by  which  ihe  had  advanc’d  and 
eftablilh’d  her  Friend  Mortimer  in  the  Mini- 
dry,  mull  have  a  Hell  within  her  Bread.  But  to 
proceed.  Her  Brother  Charles  King  of  France , 
dying  without  Iffue  Male  during  the  time  of 
thefe  Triumphs,  the  People  were  further  a- claims  the 
mus’d  and  diverted  from  turning  their  Eyes  Crown  of 
on  the  Adminiltration  at  home,  by  aflerting  F,'an™  °* 
the  King’s  Title  to  the  Crown  of  France ,  or  ofWun- 
rather  to  the  Regency,  the  Queen  of  France  cle  King 
being  left  with  Child.  It  was  urg’d,  that  tho’  Charla. 
Females  were  excluded  by  the.  Salique  Law 
1  from  inheriting  that  Crown,  yet  the  Son  of  a 
Daughter  ought  not :  That  he  was  Grandfon 
'to  King  Philip  the  Fair  in  a  direCt  Line,  and 
.ought  to  be  preferr’d  before  Philip  of  Valois , 
who  was  a  collateral  Branch.  Whereupon 
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^.JD.1328  a  Parliament  was  call’d  the  following  Spring 
~T7 "  to  confider  of  the  King’s  Right  to  the  Crown 
of  France.  But  while  the  Englijh  were  debating 
this  Matter  among  themfelves,  the  Queen  of 
France  was  brought  to  Bed  of  a  Daughter,, 
and  the  Peers  of  that  Kingdom  thought  fit  to 
recognize  Philip  of  Valois ,  Nephew  of  Philip 
the  Fair  and  Coufin  to  Charles  the  late  King, 
*The  Mi-  their  Sovereign  ;  and  the  Miniftry  being  in 
niftry  for-  no  Condition  to  enter  into  a  War  with  France 
mally  de*  at  this  time,  contented  themfelves  with  writing 
man  it«  Lej-ters  the  young  King’s  Name  to  the  No¬ 
bility  of  Guienne  and  Navarre ,  (feveral  of 
y?hich  are  found  in  Rymer)  to  endeavour  to 
promote  the  King’s  Intereft  privately  among 
their  Friends,  and  fome  Bifhops  were  deputed 
not  long  after,  formally  to  demand  that 
Crown,  but  they  never  were  admitted  to  an 
Audience.  Nor  do  the  Miniftry  appear  lefs 
A  difad-  afraid  0f  aWar  with  Scotland  than  with  France , 
PeaSSth  theY  teem’d  refolv’d  to  purchafe  Peace  on 
Scotland,  any  Terms.  We  meet  with  an  Inftrument 
in  Rymer ,  Vol.  4.  p.  3  3  7-»  dated  March  1, 
1328,  whereby  King  Edward  relinquifh’d  all 
his  Right  to  that  Kingdom,  either  as  Pro¬ 
prietor  or  Sovereign.  The  Records  contain¬ 
ing  the  Homage  and  Fealty  done  to  his  Pre^ 
decefiors  by  the  Kings  of  Scotland  were  deli¬ 
ver’d  up  at  the  fame  time,  and  among  the 
reft  that  celebrated  Record  call’d  Ragmanroll » 
fign’d  and  feal’d  by  Raliol  King  of  Scotland 
and  all  the  Barons  of  that  Kingdom  in  the 
Reign  of  Edward  I.  containing  the  Services 
due  from  the  Kings  and  Nobility  of  Scotland 
to  the  Kings  of  England .  The  Barons  and 
other  Subjects  of  England  were  oblig’d  alfo  to 
part  with  all  the  Lands  they  held  in  Scotland , 
the  Crown,  Scepter,  Jewels  and  other  Parts 
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tff  the  Regalia  were  reftor’d,  with  a  black  A.D.i^zZ 
Crofs,  of  great  Efteem  among  that  People.  .  _ 

And  the  better  to  cement  this  fhameful  Peace, 
a  Marriage  was  concluded  between  David  Prince 
Prince  of  Scotland  and  King  Edward's  Sifter  David 
Joanna ,  both  of  them  very  young.  And  ^rp^jnta 
tho’  this  difadvantageous  Peace  was  privately  cefs  j!2n- 
negotiated  between  Sir  James  Douglas  on  the  na. 
part  of  Scotland ,  and  the  Queen  and  Mortimer 
on  the  part  of  England ,  fo  great  was  Morti¬ 
mer's  Influence  at  that  time,  that  he  procur’d 
it  to  be  ratified  in  Parliament.  After  which 
the  Marriage  between  the  Prince  of  Scotland 
and  the  Princefs  Joanna  was  folemniz'd  at  Ber¬ 
wick  on  the  2d  of  July ,  at  which  fome  of  the 
Englijh  Nobility  fhew’d  themfelves  extremely 
diffatisfied,  The  Scots  indeed  were  oblig’d  to 
pay  the  Englijh  thirty  thoufand  Marks  within 
the  fpace  of  three  Years,  as  a  Confideration 
for  all  thefe  beneficial  Grants,  moft  of  which 
the  Queen  and  Mortimer  apply’d  to  their  pri¬ 
vate  Ufe. 

In  October  following  a  Parliament  was  held.  Creations 
where  Morthner  procur’d  himfelf  to  be  made  of  Nobi- 
‘Earl  of  March ,  at  the  fame  time  John  of  El-  lltjr- 
tham ,  the  King’s  Brother,  was  made  Earl  of 
Cornwall  and  James  Butler  Earl  of  Ormond. 

But  the  Earl  of  Lane ajler  and  fome  other  Ba¬ 
tons,  who  could  not  bear  to  fee  both  King 
and  Parliament  entirely  govern’d  by  Morti¬ 
mer^  abfented  themfelves  from  this  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

While  the  Earl  of  Lancajler  and  the  dif- 
affe&ed  Lords  were  confulting  their  Friends, 
and  endeavouring  to  enlarge  their  Party,  Sir 
' Thomas  Wythers ,  a  Domeitick  of  the  Earl’s, 
affaffinated  the  Lord  Holland ,  who  had  given 
hisMafter  fome  Affront,  and  fled  to  the  Earl’s 
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Palace  at  Lancajler ,  by  whom  he  was  pro-> 
tested.  Mortimer ,  who  had  Intelligence  of 
the  Cabals  of  the  Nobility  againft  him,  laid 
hold  of  this  Opportunity  to  incenfe  the  young 
King  againft  Lancajler ,  infinuating  that  the 
Earl  had  higher  Views  than  the  protedting  a 
Angle  Criminal,  that  he  no  longer,  look’d 
upon  himfelf  as  a  Subjedt  >  but  being,  the 
Grandfon  of  Henry  III.  was  engag’d  in  a 
Confpiracy  to  fet  afide  the  Iflue  of  Edward  II. 
and  advance  himfelf  to  the  d  hrone.  And  by 
thefe  and  fuch  like  Suggeftions  the  Queen  and 
Mortimer  had  influenc’d  the  young  King  to 
concur  with  them  in  calling  the  Earl  to  an 
Account,  of  which  that  Nobleman  receiving 
Advice,  enter’d  into  an  Affociation  with  the 
Earls  of  Kent  and  Norfolk  the  King’s  Uncles, 
the  Lord  Beaumont ,  Mr.  Juftic tfrujfef  and  1 
fome  other  Perfons  of  Diftindtion,  who  aft  1 
fembled  their  Troops  and  prepar’d  for  their 
Defence  ■,  publifhing  at  the  fame  time  a  Mani- 
fefto,  wherein  they  declar’d  that  the  Queen 
had  feiz’d  on  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  and 
applied  them  to  her  own  Ufe.  That  the  Ex-*  1 
adtions  and  Encroachments  of  thofe  who  made  [ 
ufe  of  the  King’s  Name  and  Authority  were 
intolerable.  Requiring  that  the  Perfons  who  ' 
had  betray’d  the  Kingdom  in  the  late  Scotijh  1 
War  fhould  be  brought  to  Juftice.  That  an  1 
Enquiry  might  be  made  how  the  twelve  Ba-  \ 
rons,  appointed  by  Parliament  to  govern  the  • 
State  during  the  King’s  Minority,  came  to  be  j 
excluded  from  any  Share  in  the  Government  j 
as  alfo  into  the  Circumftances  of  the  late  I 
King’s  Death,  who  had  been  privately  taken  ij 
out  of  the  Hands  of  thofe  to  whom  he  was 
entrufted  by  Parliament.  That  the  Perfons  1 
fhould  be  call’d  to  Account  who  had  cm- 
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bezled  the  late  King’s  Treafure,  as  well  as  thofe  A.D.  132S 
who  advis’d  the  King  to  quit  his  Pretenfions  — *~rT 
to  Scotland ,  and  give  his  Sifter  to  David  Bruce , 
the  Nation’s  greateft  Enemy. 

The  Miniftry  finding  the  Confpirators  very 
confiderable,  as  well  for  their  Numbers  as 
Quality,  were  about  railing  a  Body  of  Troops 
to  fupprefs  them  ;  when  the  Archbifhop  in- 
terpos’d,  reprefenting  to  the  Queen  that  fhe  fa^torT 
would  run  a  great  Elazard  by  bringing  things  pardon’d 
to  Extremity ;  and  by  his  Mediation  brought 
the  contending  Parties  at  length  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Agreement,  viz.  That  the  King  fhouid 
iftiie  a  general  Pardon,  wherein  only  the  Lord 
Beaumont ,  Judge  T riiffel,  and  the  Perfon  who 
murder’d  the  Lord  Holland ,  fhouid  be  ex¬ 
cepted  and  fent  into  Banifhment,  and  that 
thereupon  the  Malecontents  fhouid  lay  down 
their  Arms,  and  pay  a  certain  Fine,  as  an 
Acknowledgment  of  their  Rafhnefs. 

The  following  Year  dy’d  Robert  Bruce  A.D.i 329 
King  of  Scotland ,  who  had  the  good  Fortune 
to  recover  that  Kingdom  out  of  the  Hands  of 
the  Englijh ,  on  which  Account  the  Scots  adore 
:his  Memory  ;  tho’  if  it  be  confider’d  that  the  ofT«/W 
:  Englijh  Barons  were  then  contending  with  their  dies. 
(King  for  Sovereign  Power,  and  thereby  per- 
'fedtiy  difabl'ed  him  from  aflerting  his  Right 
ito  Scotland ,  Bruce's  Merit  will  be  much  lef- 
■  fen’d.  Poflibly  as  England  was  engag’d  in 
•Civil  Wars,  it  requir’d  no  great  Share  of 
/Courage  or  Conduct  to  fhake  oft'  the  Yoke. 

But  however  that  be,  the  dying  Advice  of 
tthis  Prince  to  the  Scots  was  long  after  look’d 
upon  as  an  Oracle.  He  diredted  them  never 
to  hazard  a  general  Battle  with  the  Eng- 
Mijb  in  the  open  Field,  but  to  make  frequent 
Excurfions,  and  harrafs  the  Enemy,  with 
Vql.  XVII.  F  f  final! 
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^.P.1329  fmall  Parties  from  their  Mountains,  and 
'J'ftlll  t^ien  rec*re-  To  make  no  long  Peace  or  Truce 
with  th tEngliJh,  that  they  might  be  enur’d  to 
the  Fatigues  of  War,  and  always  to  procure 
good  Intelligence  of  the  Defigns  of  the  Eng - 
lijh  Court  and  their  Generals.  But  to  return 
to  England. 

A  general  Pardon  had  pafs’d  there  for  the 
Earls  of  Lancafier ,  Kent ,  and  the  reft  of  the 
difaffedted  Barons,  as  has  been  related,  but 
neither  fide  however  had  laid  afxde  their  De¬ 
figns.  The  Barons  only  waited  for  a  more 
convenient  Opportunity  to  deftroy  the  Prime 
Minifter,  while  he  on  the  other  Hand  was 
perpetually  contriving  how  he  might  take  off 
his  Enemies  ftngly  by  treacherous  Arts,  whom 
he  apprehended  it  hazardous  to  attack  openly 
and  in  a  Body. 

Edmund  Earl  of  Kent,  the  King’s  Uncle, 
was  the  firft  the  Queen  and  Mortimer  deter- 
drawn  Into  min’d  to  make  a  Sacrifice  of.  He  hadgoin’d 
a  ridiculous  with  them  in  the  late  Revolution  to  refcue  the 
King  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Spencers  but 
finding  that  the  Queen  and  Mortimer ,  not- 
withftanding  all  their  popular  Pretences, aim’d 
only  at  engroffing  Sovereign  Power,  and  ex¬ 
cluded  the  Nobility  from  having  any  Share  in 
the  Government,  he  became  no  lefs  Zealous 
to  difplace  Mortimer  than  he  had  been  before 
to  pull  down  Spencer  •,  and  would  probably 
have  form’d  a  Party  in  a  little  time  too  ftrong 
for  the  Minifter  if  he  had  not  been  prevented. 
Mortimer  therefore  refolving  to  be  before¬ 
hand  with  him  by  corrupting  fome  about 
the  Earl,  and  diredting  others  to  pretend  they 
were  equally  difaffedted,  who  infinuated  them- 
felves  into  his  Confidence,  he  was  induc’d 
to  believe  that  the  King,  his  Brother,  was 

ftilJ 


The  Earl 

frf  Kent 
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{fill  alive,  and  confin’d  in  Corfe-Caftle  ;  in  ^-P  i.329 
which  he  was  confirm’d  by  fome  Bifiiops  and  j 
Noblemen,  who  reprefented  that  it  would  be 
an  Enterprize  of  great  Honour  to  himfelf,  as 
well  as  of  Advantage  to  the  Nation,  to  at¬ 
tempt  his  Deliverance.  The  Earl,  however, 
was  not  fo  eafy  as  to  rely  altogether  upon  the 
Advice  of  others,  but  employ’d  his  own  A- 
gents  to  enquire  into  the  Truth  of  the  Fact 
before  he  gave  entire  Credit  to  it :  He  fent 
particularly  a  Monk  to  Corfe-Caftle  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  gain  Admiffion  to  the  King,  who  re¬ 
ported  at  his  Return  that  he  had  actually  feen 
him  at  Dinner,  for  the  Governor,  who  wag 
inftruded  to  carry  on  the  Cheat,  gave  the 
Spies  whom  the  Earl  employ’d  pn  this  Oc- 
cafion,  an  Opportunity  of  feeing  fomebody 
at  a  Diftance,  attended  as  the  late  King  us’d 
to  be  in  his  Confinement  ;  who  afiur’d  the 
Earl  thereupon  that  he  might  depend  on  the 
King’s  being  alive,  and  induc’d  him  to  take 
fome  Steps  towards  the  refcuing  of  him, 
which  the  Miniftry  having  full  Evidence  of, 
were  pleas’d  to  conftrue  High  Treafon,  and  TJl6  Earj 
procur’d  Judgment  to  be  given  againft  theEar] 
in  Parliament  accordingly.  Walfingham  relates,  guilty  of 
,that  the  Earl  himfelf  cpnfefs’d  the  Fad  when 
ihe  was  arraign’d  before  the  Parliament  on  the  iea  on' 
ii6thof  March ,  1328-9,  which  Confeflion,  if 
qtbe  genuine,  fhews  the  Earl  tp  be  extremely 
-credulous,  and  to  have  enter’d  upon  this  Un¬ 
dertaking  with  very  little  Affurance  of  being 
Tupported  *,  for  he  confefles  that  a  Monk  pre¬ 
tended  to  have  feen  a  Spirit,  who  acquainted 
(him  the  late  King  was  living,  which  gave  the 
firft  Occafion  to  his  enquiring  into  the  Matter, 
that  the  Lord  Souche  fent  Sir  Ingram  Bar  ea¬ 
ger  to  him  to  defire  his  Alfiftance  in  his  Re¬ 
s'  F  f  ?  ftpration, 


220  The  History  of  England. 

J.D.i^zc)  fioration,  that  the  Archbifhop  of  York  affur’d 
him  by  Sir  Robert  Y aunt  on  that  he  would 
IxY'V  bong  5000  Men  into  the  Fiejd,  and  that  the 
Bilhop  of  London  acquainted  him  by  the  lame 
Ingram  he  would  promote  the  Defign  ;  and 
tho’  it  does  not  appear  that  there  ever  was  a 
fmgle  Man  rais’d,  or  one  Confultatipn  among 
the  pretended  Confpiratqrs  for  effecting  the 
intended  Refcu'e,  this  mean-fpirited  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which  fat  at  IVincheJier ,  were  fo  in¬ 
fluenc’d  by  Mortimer,  that  they  condemn’d  the 
Earl  as  a  Tray  tor,  and  he  was  brought  opt 
to  be  executed  the  next  Day  on  a  Scaffold  in 
that  City  without  the  King’s  Knowledge  ;  but 
fo  well  was  this  Nobleman  belov’d  by  the 
People,  that  neither  the  Executioner,  nor 
any  of  the  Multitude,  could  be  prevail’d  on, 
Ard  exc-  by  Rewards  or  Threats,  to  behead  him.  He 
cuttd.  remain’d  upon  the  Scaffold,  a  mournful 
Spectacle,  till  the  Evening,  when  a  Criminal 
who  was  under  Sentence  of  Condemnation  was 
prevail’d  on  to  take  away  the  Earl’s  Life  to 
lave  his  own.  This  Nobleman  was  but  28 
Years  of  Age  when  he  died.  He  left  twq 
Sons,  who  did  not  long  furvive  him  •,  and 
two  Daughters,  the  youngeft  of  which,  a  cele¬ 
brated  Beauty,  afterwards  married  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  ufuaily  ftil’d  The  Black  Prince. 

Tn"  Fin  Notwithftanding  the  'EngUJh_  Miniftry  had 
furnmcn’d  put  the  young  King  upon  claiming  the  Crown 
to  do  Ho-  of  France  on  the  Death  of  Charles  the  Fair, 
mage  to  vvhen  Philip  of  Valois ,  his  Succeffor,  de- 
branded  that  King  Edward  fhould  do  him 
Homage  for  the  Provinces  of  Guienne  and 
Ponlhien  in  the  beginning  of  this  Year,  they 
were  fo  far  from  affecting  that  Right,  that 
they  advis’d  him  to  go  over  and  do  his  Ho¬ 
mage, 
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mage,  which  was,  in  Effed,  to  give  up  his  A.D  1329 

Title  to  the  Crown  of  France ;  fo  much  a-  - 7 

fraid  was  Mortimer  of  entering  into  a  War  at 
this  time,  which  he  was  confcious  would  be 
fatal  to  him.  However,  before  the  King 
embark’d  for  France,  Mortimer  thought  of  an 
Expedient  which  he  pretended  would  preferve 
the  King’s  Right,  namely,  his  making  a 
Proteftation  fecretly  before  the  Council,  Float 
by  the  Homage  he  was  about  to  pay  to  the  French 
King,  he  intended  not  to  prejudice  his  Right  to 
■he  Crown  of  France,  but  that  he  was  induc'd  to 
it  purely  for  fear  of  lofing  his  Territories  in  that 
Country.  A  fcandalous  Proceeding,  worthy  of 
fiich  a  Minifter  as  Mortimer  \  but  many  fuch 
(hameful  Expedients  are  corrupt  Minifters 
oblig’d  to  pradife  when  they  have  incurr’d 
the  hatred  of  the  People.  Of  all  things  a 
Foreign  War .  is  to  be  dreaded,  when  from 
their  Maleadminiftration  they  have  Reafon  to  Tlie  j^n 
ixped  an  Infurredion  at  home.  King  Ed-  gocsov? 
ward,  therefore  was  oblig’d  to  go  over  to  t0  France 
dmiens,  where  the  French  King  waited  for  and  does 
aim,  and  on  his  Knees  do  Homage  to  the Homase* 
Man  whom  he  look’d  upon  as  the  Ufurper  of 
that  very  Kingdom,  in  Right  of  which  Ho- 
aaage  was  demanded  of  him.  Some  of  our 
Hiftorians  however  pleafe  themfelves  with 
abferving,  that  King  Edward  made  a  greater 
Figure  on  this  Occafion  than  the  FrenchK ing ; 
aut  with  what  Splendour  foever  he  might  ap¬ 
pear,  the  ading  the  part  of  a  Yaffal  to  a 
Perfon  whofe  Sovereign  he  really  was,  muft  be 
1  fufficient  Mortification,  and  the  greater  Fi¬ 
gure  he  made,  the  greater  the  Diigrace.  If 
ae  had  been  fome  little  French  Count,  he 
hav?  been  proud  of  kneeling  before  the 

pretended 
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j£D.i32g  pretended  Monarch  of  France,  and  faying* 
“7"  _  /  become  your  Man ,  &V.  but  the  Kings  of 

England  were  always  afham’d  of  this  Submif- 
^  fion,  and  often  made  the  French  pay  very 
dear  for  their  Infolence  in  demanding  it. 

Poffibly  the  Noblemen  who  attended  King 
Edward  into  France ,  having  feen  their  Ma¬ 
tter  fall  down  before  Philip  as  his  Vaffal,  and 
knowing  at  the  fame  time  he  claim’d  the 
Crown  of  France ,  might  be  exafperated  at 
the  Indignity  which  Mortimer  had  advis’d 
him  to  fubmit  to*  and  take  this  Occafion  to 
fet  that  Minifter’s  Adtions  in  a  true  Light  ; 
for  the  King  was  no  fooner  return’d  from 
France  but  we  find  a  Defign  was  form’d  to 
deftroy  Mortimer .  Probably  they  urg’d  at 
the  fame  time  the  Sufpicion  there  was  of  his 
having  murder’d  the  late  King  his  Father* 
and  his  living  in  open  Adultery  with  his  Mo¬ 
ther.  No  doubt  the  Provocation  was  very 
high,  or  the  King  would  never  have  run  the 
Hazard  of  apprehending  Mortimer  in  Perfon 
in  the  manner  as  is  related  in  all  our  Hifto- 
ries. 

The  King  The  Parliament  being  at  this  time  affem- 
appre-  bled  at  Nottingham ,  the  Dowager  Queen  and 

^nds  Mortimer  apprehending  fome  Confpiracy  was 
srNouing-  carrying  on  againft  them,  did  not  think 
UmCafiie,  themfelves  fecure  in  the  Cattle,  where  they 
had  taken  up  their  Quarters,  without  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  Guard  of  two  hundred  Knights* 
befides  their  Vafials  and  Servants  3  But  the 
King  who  lodg’d  in  the  Town  keeping  fecret 
Intelligence  with  the  Governor,  was  dire&edl 
by  him  to  enter  the  Cattle  by  a  fubterraneous 
Paflage  in  the  Night-time*  and  guided  to 

Mortimefs 
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Mortimer's  Apartment,  *  attended  by  Sir  A.D.i^zg 
Wliliam  Mont  acute,  afterwards  Earl  of  Salif-  —  1  - 
bury.  Sir  Humphry  de  Bohun  and  fome  other 
brave  Knights,  where  they  furpriz’d  the  Mi-  [*/~*s* 
lifter ;  and  fo  little  Refiftance  it  feems  was 
made,  notwithftanding  all  the  Precaution 
they  had  taken,  that  only  two  of  Mortimer's 
Knights  were  kill’d  in  his  Defence,  and  thefe 
probably  loft  their  Lives  before  they  knew 
the  King  was  of  the  Party  and  there  upon  the 
Spot ;  for  as  foon  as  this  was  known,  all  fub- 
mitted.  Mortimer,  who  not  an  Hour  before 
look’d  upon  himfelf  as  the  greateft  Man  in  the 
Kingdom,  was  perfectly  deferted  and  fent 
Prifoner  to  the  Tower,  together  with  Geoffry 
Mortimer  his  Son,  and  Simon  de  Beresford  who 
frere  taken  with  him.  After  which  the  King 
iiftblv’d  the  Parliament,  which  was  compos’d 
of  Mortimer's  Creatures,  and  fummon’d  ano¬ 
ther  to  meet  at  JVeftminftsr ,  where  the  King 
took  the  Administration  of  the  Government 
nto  his  own  Hands,  with  the  Revenues  of  the 
Crown,  leaving  the  Queen  Dowager  a  very 
moderate  Stipend,  and  confining  her  Prifoner  The 
n  the  Caftle  of  Rifing  in  Norfolk.  And  this,  Queenr 
tonfidering  fhe  had  been  guilty  of  depofing 
:ind  murdering  the  late  King  her  Husband,  foncr. 
>ifurping  his  Authority,  and  living  in  open 
Adultery,  was  not  efteem’d  too  fevere  a  Fate, 
ho’  it  was  not  thought  fit  to  bring  her  to  a 
Fryal,  as  fhe  was  Mother  to  the  Reigning 
Prince.  Mortime?  was  impeach’d  in  Parlia- 

1  ment 
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)  *  (He  was  vet  taken  in  the  Queens  Lodgings ,as  is  fuggejied 
y  fome  Writers :  Nor  is  there  much  Credit  to  be  given  to  the 
lory  of  her  crying  out  to  fave  the  Gallant  Mortimer.)  fhe 
'affage  was  perfectly  unknw:n  to  the  Queen  and  Mortimer,, 
ndfupposd  to  have  ban  made  in  the  Times  of  the  Danes. 
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^.D.i33°ment  upon  fourteen  Articles,  the  principal 
EdYli  whereof  were.  That  he  had  ufurp’d  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Government,  contrary  to 
an  Ordinance  of  Parliament.  That  he  had 
procur’d  the  Death  of  the  late  King,  and  of 
the  Earl  of  Kent  his  Brother.  That  he  had 
appropriated  the  pubiick  Money  to  his  own 
ufe,  and  held  a  criminal  Converfation  with 
the  King’s  Mother.  Which  the  Lord's  being 
condemn’d  fatisfy’d  of  from  the  Notoriety  of  the  feveral 
andexe-  Facts,  examin’d  no  WitnelTes,  or  buffer’d  him 
eute(i*  to  be  heard  in  his  Defence  ;  but  being  con¬ 
demn’d  as  a  Traytor,  he  was  drawn  to  the 
ufuai  Place  ofExecution  at  Tyburn,  and  there 
hang’d,  his  Body  remaining  on  the  Gallows 
for  two  Days.  Nofwithftanding  thefe  Pro¬ 
ceedings  were  illegal,  the  Earl  not  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  make  any  Defence,  this  Circum- 
ftance  was  of  great  Advantage  to  his  Family 
afterwards,  who  procur’d  his  Attainder  to  be 
revers’d,  and  recover’d  his  Eftate  on  that 
very  Account.  And  as  to  him,  the  Evidence 
was  fo  itrong  that  his  being  heard  could  have 
avail’d  him  but  little  •,  and  fome  obferv’dthat 
he  had  deflroy’d  the  Spencers  in  a  more  fum- 
mary  way  by  his  own  ufurp’d  Authority,  and 
therefore  had  no  Reafon  to  complain  of  hard 
Ufage.  With  Mortimer  were  executed  Sir 
Simon  de  Beresford  and  John  D  ever  el,  Efqy  his 
principal  Agents. 

The  King  having  thus  happily  refcu’d  him- 
felf  and  the  Nation  out  of  the  Hands  of  hisl 
Mother  and  her  Gallant  Mortimer ,  who| 
feem’d  to  have  no  other  Views  than  to  efta- 
■  ,  blifh  their  own  Power,  to  encreafe  the  ge- 

the  flack  neral  Joy,  the  Queen  was  deliver’d  of  a  Prince 
Prince  on  the  15th  of  June ,  1330,  baptiz’d  by  the! 
fcorn.  Name  of  Edward ,  afterwards  llil’d  The  Black 

Prince. 
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P Hnce>  who  makes  a  confiderable  Figure  in 
the  folio wing  Hiftory.  ~~ — —r 

The  next  Occurrence  of  Conference  v?e 
meet  with',  is  the  War  with  Scotland.  It  has  Grounds^ 
been  already  obferv’d  that  John  Bal'iol ,  whom  the  War 
Edward  I.  had  adjudg’d  to  be  rightful  Heir  yxhScet- 
to  the  Crown  of  Scotland ,  refufing  afterwards  * 
to  acknowledge  his  Dependance  on  England , 
was  dethron’d  about .  the  Year  1296,  and 
having  liv’d  fome  time  as  a  Prifoner  at  largo 
in  England ,  was  permitted  to  go  over  to 
France  with  his  Family,  where  he  liv’d  pri- 
vately  upon  his  Eftate,  to  which  his  Son  Ed~ 

Ward  fucceeded  upon  his  Death,  The  Lord. 

John  Beaumont  who  was  in  the  Con fpi racy 
with  the  Earl  of  Lancajler ,  the  Earl  of  Kent , 
and  the  reft  of  the  Barons  againft  Mortimer 
Being  forc’d  into  Exile,  and  happening  to” 
reftde  in  that  part  of  France  where  the  Lord 
Edward  Ballot's  Eftate  lay,-  fell  into  Convert 
fation  with  him  about  his  Right  to  the  Crowd 
of  Scotland ,  reprefenting  that  he  himfelf 
( Beauinont )  and  feveral  other  Englijh  Noble¬ 
men  who  had  been  depriv’d  of  their  Eftates 
in  that  Kingdom  by  the  late  Peace,  would 
readily  affift  him  in  the  recovery  of  his  and 
their  Rights,  and  propos’d  to  him  on  the 
Death  of  Mortimer ,  to  return  with'  him  to 
England ,  accordingly  Baliol  came  over  with 
the  Lord  Beaumont ,  and  was  conceal’d  by  Lord  Bum- 
him  at  his  Manor  of  Sandall  upon  the  Oufe  mom  arrive 
in  Torkjhirey  till  he  had  concerted  his  Mea-  kaEnglc^i 
fures  with  the  reft  Of  the  Englijh  Noblemen 
Whofe  Eftates  lay  in  Scotland.  While  the 
Lord  Baliol  remain’d  in  lorkjhire he  and  his 
Confederates  engag’d  feveral  brave  Knights, 
as  Well  Englijh  as  Foreigners  ift  their  Service^ 
with  a  fmall  but  a  feledt  Body  of  Soldiers,  con" 
y  q  u  XYIL  G  g  lifting 
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A.t>.  13-3-1  filling  of  between  two  and  three  thoufand 


Men  -,  which  was  not  however  done  fo  pri¬ 
vately  but  the  Court  of  Scotland  had  fome 
Intelligence  of  it,  and  prefented  a  Memorial 
that  Head,  to  the  Court  of  England 


on 
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Whereupon  a  Proclamation  was  iflu’d,  pro¬ 
hibiting  any  Subjed  of  England  lifting  in  Ba - 
I'if^nde t0  S£rvice>  an^  Orders  were  fent  to  the  Bor- 
jgjfl er  ders  to  prevent  his  penetrating  into  Scotland 
that  way.  Whereupon  Ealiol  and  his  Englijh 
Confederates  being  apprehenftve  they  ffioulcf 
be  ftopt  in  their  March  by  Land,  deter¬ 
min’d  to  go  to  Scotland  by  Sea,  and  imme¬ 
diately  embark’d  at  Ravenfpur  in  TorkJhire„ 
for  that  Kingdom,  ( the  principal  of  thefe 
Adventurers  were  Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Beau¬ 
mont ,  the  Earl  of  Buquhdin ,  the  young  Lord 
David  Stratholgi  Earl  of  Athol,  who  had  been 
a  Ward  to  the  Laid  Lord  Beaumont  the  Lord 
Gilbert  Umphrevil  Earl  of  Angus,  Henry  Lord 
Percy who  claim’d  Galloway ,  Thomas  Lord 
Wake',  the  Lord  Fulk  Fitz-Warren,  Ralph 
Lord  Stafford,  in  the  Title  of  William  Lord’ 
Souchy  Henry  Lord  Ferrer's  of  Groby,  John 
Lord  Monbray ,  and  Sir'  Alexander  Moubray 
his  Kinfman,  and  the  Lord  Richard  Talbot.) 
J.D.iHz  Meeting  with  no  Accident  at  Sea,  they  landed 
their  Troops  at  Kinghorn  near  Perth  in  Scot 


JMd.lll  iancp^  and  immediately  fent  away  the  Ships 
that  brought  them,  that  none  might  think  of 
retreating  till  they  had  carried  their  Point. 
MaJhloB-  They  were  engag’d  on  their  landing  by  ten 
tains  feve-  thoufand  Scots,  commanded  by  Sir  Alexander 
mi  Victories  Seaton ,  who  being  probably  undifciplin’d 
in Scotland .  jyj-en  rajs»(j  jn  were  eafily  defeated  j  as1 

were  three  Or  four  other  Bodies,  fome  of  theni 
eonfifting  of  twenty  thoufand  Men,  within 
she  Qompafs  of  a  few  Weeks,- 
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The  Lord  Baliol  having  been  join’d  by  great 
Numbers  of  the  Scots  upon  this  Succefs,  either 
out  of  Fear  or  Affe&ion,  the  City  of  Pert h 
or  St.  John's-Eown  furrender’d,  and  feveral 
Scoti/h  Noblemen  came  in  and  fwore  Allegi-  Baliol 
ance  to  him,  and  he  was  Crown’d  King  at  Crown^ 
Scone.  KinS- 

Advice  coming  to  England  of  the  Succefs 
of  King  Baliol  and  the  Englijh  Lords  his  Con¬ 
federates,  their  Friends  fitted  out  feveral 
Ships  in  order  to  reinforce  them,  who  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Scotijh  Fleet  in  the  Mouth  of  the 
Tay  as  they  were  about  to  land,  entirely  de,. 
feated  them,  which  fo  difheartned  King  Da¬ 
vid  Bruce  and  his  Friends,  that  he  was  advis’d 
to  take  Refuge  in  France ,  where  he  remain’d 
with  his  Queen  the  King  of  England's  Sifter, 
jfeveral  Years. 

j  King  Baliol  gain’d  another  Victory  over  the 
j Scots,  after  his  Coronation,  near  Roxburgh , 

,in  which  he  took  the  Earl  of  Murray  Regent 
jfor  Bruce ,  and  fent  him  Prifoner  to  Durham  j 
(upon  which  King  David's  Party  finding  them¬ 
selves  unable  to  make’ Head  againft  Baliol  in 
(the  Field,  pretended  to  fubmit,  defiring  a 
(Parliament  to  be  call’d  for  the  Settlement  of 
.the  Kingdom  ;  which  Baliol  confenting  to,  and 
^looking  upon  himfelf  to  be  well  eftablifh’d 
bn  the  Throne,  difmifs’d  feveral  of  his  Eng¬ 
lijh  Confederates,  who  return’d  home  ;  where¬ 
upon  the  treacherous  Scots  aftembiing  their  The  Scat 
S'roops  ten  Days  before  the  Scotijh  Parlia-  furPrize 
ment  was  to  have  met,  fell  upon  King  Baliol' s 
Party,  killing  fbme  and  making  others  Prifo-  him oiitof 
^ers,  the  King  himfelf  narrowly  efcaping  to  the  King- 
farli/le  by  the  Swiftnefs  of  his  Horfe,  This  dom- 
Affion  happen’d  about  Chrijlmas,  1332;  af- 
:ey  which  the  Friends  of  King  Bruce  afiem- 

G  g  ?  ''  Wing 
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J.D.  1332 blxng  ail  their  Forces,  drove  their  Enemies 
~ 6Ed  in  out  of  the  Kingdom. 
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King  Baliol  in  the  mean  time  applied  him- 
felf  to  King  Edward ,  giving  him  an  Account 
how  his  Affairs  had  been  ruin’d  by  the  Trea¬ 
chery  of  his  Scotijh  Subjefts,  and  imploring 
his  Affiftanee  and  upon  this  Occafion  it  was 
that  Baliol  offer’d  to  do  him  Homage  for  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland .  As  to  the  Treaty  be¬ 

tween  King  Edward  and  Baliol  to  this  Effect, 
before  the  latter  left  France ,  this  is  a  pure 
Fidtipn  of  Rapids  and  his  Friends,  who  have 
the  Alfurance  to  affirm,  that  King  Edward, 
Was  no  fooner  advanc’d  to  the  Throne  of  Eng¬ 
land  but  he  had  laid  Schemes  for  the  Cpnquef| 
both  of  France  and  Scotland ,  '  which  muff  ap¬ 
pear  extremely  ridiculous  to  any  one  that 
confiders  he  was  not  then  above  fifteen  or 
fixteen  Years  of  Age,  and  at  the  time  of  this 
very  Expedition  of  Bailor s,  not  more  than 
eighteen/  But  to  return.  When  Baliol  made 
his  Application  to  the  Court  of  England  for 
a  Reinforcement  of  Troops,  the  Parliament 
Was  fitting,  and  had  granted  the  King  a  Sup¬ 
ply  for  the  War  i  n.  Ireland  \  but  upon  this 
fudden  turn  in  Scotland ,  and  that  People 
inaking  an  Incurfion  into  the  Englijh  Borders, 
*  inftead  of  the  King’s  going  over  to  Ireland 
he  refolv’d  to  march  towards  the  North  .j 
However  I  don’t  find  any  Hoftilities  were 
committed  by  King  Edward  till  the  following 
Yean  ' 

About  the  beginning  of  the  Year  13334 
the  Lord  William  Montague ,  with  feveraj 


-I — (  ^  J 

j.-jEdlll  Englijh  Noblemen  and  a  good  Body  of  Troops 


were 


*  See  the  CommiJfion  of  Array  for  affembling  Forces  again} 
the  Scots,  Dated  7  O&ob.  1332.  Rymer’r  Faedera.  Vol.  \ j 
p,  534,  and  BarnesV  Htfpy  °f  Edward  111  p.  68. 
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were  detach’d  towards  the  Borders  of  Scot-  4.D.  1333 
land  to  reinforce  King  Baliol,  and  were  foon  “  " 

after  follow’d  by  the  King  of  England  in  Per- 
fon,  who  invented  the  Town  of  Berwick,  k .  Ed,-w. 
This  Place  being  very  ftrong,  and  having  a  befieges 
numerous  Gar ri fon,  held  out  a  Siege  of  fe-  Bc,’rvJU^- 
yeral  Months,  but  capitulated  a.t  length,  and 
agreed  to  futrender  if  they  v/ere  not  reliev’d 
by  a  certain  Day.  Of  which  the  Scotch  No¬ 
bility  having  Notice,  aflembled  all  the  Troops 
they  could  raife,  amounting  to  between  fixty 
and  feventy  thoufand  Men,  commanded  by 
the  Lord  Archibald  Douglafs ,  and  march’d  to 
the  Relief  of  Berwick.  They  were  met  by 
the  King  of  England ,  at  a  little  Diftance  from  TheBaid^ 
the  Town,  near  Hallydown-Hill ,  where  was  of  Hally 
fought  an  obftinate  Battle  between  the  two  doFmi: 
Nations  5  Vidtory  at  length  declaring  for 
the  Engtijh.  There  were  kill’d,  according  to 
fome  Writers,  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand 
Scots,  with  their  General  the  Lord  Douglas , 
fix  other  Scotijh  Lords,  nine  hundred  Knights, 
and  four  thoufand  Gentlemen. 

Upon  the  Lofs  of  this  Battle,  Berwick  im- 
1  mediately  furrender’d,  according  to  the  Arti¬ 
cles  of  Capitulation  ;  whereupon  the  King  re- 
i  turn’d  to  England,  leaving  Baliol  with  an  Ar- 
i  fny  of  twenty-fix  thoufand  Men,  moft  of 
them  Englijh ,  to  cpmpleat  the  Reduction  of 
i  Scotland ,  in  which  having  all  the  Succefs  that 
1  could  be  expedted,  he  fummon’d  a  Parliament 
of  that  Nation,  where  the  Englijh  Lords  had 
;  the  Lands  confirm’d  to  them  which  they  held 
,  in  Scotland,,  and  the  Adis  made  in  the  Reigns 
of  the  two  Brucf  s  were  annull’d,  and  Baliol , 

!  in  Gratitude  to  his  Benefadlor  the  King  of 
•  England  for  reftoring  him  to  his  Throne^ 
yielded  up  Berwick ,  Roxburgh,  Sedburgh „ 

Selkirk , 
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Selkirk ,  Dumfreis ,  and  the  Caftle  of  Edig'- 
bur?h  to  that  Crown. 

The  King  of  England  being  apprehenfive 
the  Scotifh  Nobility  might  take  Umbrage  at 
thefe  Grants,  and  have  recourfe  to  Arms 
again,  remain'd  in  the  North  of  England  all 
this  Winter,  and  in  February  following  held  a 
Parliament  at  Fork-,  the  JVhitfuntide  following 
he  went  to  Newcafile ,  where  he  kept  that 
Feftival.  Hither  King  Baliol  came  to  him 
attended  by  feveral  of  the  Nobility  of  both 
Nations,  and  did  his  Homage,  and  fwore 
Fealty  to  King  Edward ,  as  fuperior  Lord  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Scotland:  And  here,  Lis  faid, 
he  alfo  transfer’d  over  to  him  the  Counties 
that  lie  neareft  England ,  viz.  Berwick ,  Rox- 
borough ,  Pebles ,  and  Dumfreis ;  with  the 
Towns  of  Hadington  and  Gedworth  •,  and  the 
Caftles  of  Selkirk ,  Etherick ,  and  Gedworth , 
to  be  annex’d  to  the  Crown  of  England  for 
ever  •,  all  which  was  confirm’d  by  authentick 
Charters.  King  Baliol  alfo  ftipuiated  to  fur- 
nifh  the  King  and  his  Succeffors  with  three 
hundred  Horle  and  one  thoufand  Foot  when¬ 
ever  he  fhould  be  engag’d  in  War.  Soon  af¬ 
ter  which  the  King  of  England  return’d  tQ 
Windfor ,  and  Baliol  to  Scotland. 

And  now  Baliol  look’d  upon  himfelf  to  be 
eftablifh’d  in  his  Throne  again,  being  igno¬ 
rant  perhaps,  that  mofl  of  the  Nobility  had 
the  Year  before  enter’d  into  an  Offenfive  and 
Defenfive  Alliance  with  the  King  of  France , 
and  ftipuiated  never  to  make  Peace  with 
England  till  Bruce  was  reftor’d.  He  took 
upon  him  therefore,  without  confulting  his 
Parliament,  to  determine  fuch  Differences  as 
arofe  at  this  time  between  the  Englijh  Adven¬ 
turers  and  theSro/^Nobility,  in  relation  to  fhe 

Lands 
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Lands  in  difpute  between  them,  in  which  h 
difoblig’d  many  of  his  Friends,  who  joining 
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with  the  Brucean.y  brought  things  into  the  ut- 
moft  Confufion.  The  Scots  had  recourfe  to  baiiol  drl- 
Arms  again  ;  the  Lord  Richard  T albot  and  ven  out  of 
the  Lord  Henry  Beaumont  were  made  Prifo-  Scotland 
ners  by  the  Brucean  Faction,  and  Baiiol  him-  a§am' 
felf  was  oblig’d  once  again  to  fly  to  England 
for  Prote&ion. 

The  King  of  England  was  holding  a  Par* 
liament  at  fVeftminJier ,  to  advife  with  them 
concerning  his  Voyage  to  the  Holy  Landy 
which  the  French  fCing  and  the  Pope  had  put 
him  upon,  when  he  receiv’d  Intelligence  of 
the  late  Turn  that  had  happen’d  in  Scotland  j 
and  as  it  was  very  evident  that  the  French 
King  had  propos’d  this  Crufade  with  no  other 
View  than  to  amufe  King  Ed.wardy  and  pre¬ 
vent  his  aflifting  Baiiol ;  he  determin’d  with 
the  Concurrence  of  the  Parliament,  to  march 
immediately  to  the  Borders  of  Scotland  to  fUp- 
porthis  Friends,  inftead  of  providing  for  the 
Holy  IVar  ;  and  aflembling  his  Army,  arriv’d 
at  Newcajlle  in  the  beginning  of  the  Year 
1335.  However  it  appears  that  King  Ed-  A.D.\yi,$ 

ward  at  the  Inftance  of  the  French  King,  — - - - 

granted  the  Scots  a  Truce  till  Midfummer  fol- 
lowing,  and  in  the  mean  time  held  a  Parlia¬ 
ment  at  Fork. 

The  Truce  being  expir’d,  the  King  en- 
ier’d  Scotland  on  the  12th  of  July,  with  a 
formidable  Army,  attended  by  Prince  John 
Eltham  his  Brother,  and  moft:  of  the  Eng- 
'ijh  Nobility.  Tne  Scots  being  unable  to  meet 
:he  Englijh  in  the  Field,  retir’d'  to  their 
Mountains  and  Bogs,  carrying  their  Families 
ind  Provifions  with  them,  but  frequently  fai¬ 
led  out  from  thence,  intercepting  and  cut¬ 
ting 
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■AD.  1335  ting  off  the  Foragers,  and  fuch  Parties  as  they 
T7~ IH  ^oun<^  at  any  Diftance  from  the  grand  Army, 
King  Edward  however,  continu’d  hi's  March 
K.  Edw.  quit?  through  Scotland ,  as  far  as  Gathnefs , 
marches  while  his  Fleet  infulted  the  Coaft  on  the  Eaft^ 

lu'ou^h  as  c^e  ^ri^°  ^eet  on  the  Weft. 

Scotland.  The  $cots  in  order  to  make  a  Eriverfion 
and  draw  King  Edward  out  of  their  Country, 
affembled  ten  thoufand  Men,  and  made  an 
Incurfion  into  the  Englijh  Borders.  But 
Prince  John,  who  had  been  left  with  a  hying 
Army  to  prevent  any  Misfortune  of  this  kind, 
came  up  with  the  Scotsi  and  routed  them, 
taking  the  Far!  of  Murray  their  General 
Prifoner.  After  which  the  Prince  ravag’d  Gal 
loway  and  the  weftern  Parts  of  Scotland ,  and 
return’d  to  Perth ,  where  he  found  his  Brother 
the  King  of  England ,  lately  arriv’d  from  the 
North ,  not  having  been  able  to  difcover  any 
confiderable  Body  of  the  Enemy  in  that  Expe¬ 
dition. 

Hither  the  French  King  lent  to  the  King 
of  England  again,  to  invite  him  to'  undertake 
the  Holy  War and  procur’d  the  Pope  to  write 
to  him  to  the  fame  Purpofe.  But  King  Ed¬ 
ward  knowing  thefe  Propofals  were  mad^ 
only  to  divert  him  from  the  War  with  Scot - 
landi  was  highly  provok’d,  declaring  He  was 
able  to  carry  on  the  War  both  again!!  the 
Scots  and  Infidels *  without  the  A fli fiance  ol 
France ,  but  that  he  would  undertake  no  Fo¬ 
reign  Expedition  till  he  had  eftablifh’d  King 
The  Scan  Baliol  on  that  Throne.-  Whereupon  the  Scotift 
tibmit.  Nobility  finding  he  was  determin’d  not  to  ftifl 
till  he  had  made  himfelf  abfolirte  Mailer  o f 
the  Kingdom,  generally  came  in  and  fubmit- 
ted  themfelves  upon  the  followingTerms,  viz 
To  obey  Baliol  as  their  King  during  his  Life, 
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fn  the  mean  while  King  David,  with  his  Queen  ^£>1335 
:b  live  privately  but  honourably  at  London ,  T~Z~T7Z 
ind  upon  the  Death  of  King  Baliol ,  who  as 
ret  had  no  Children,  to  fucceed  to  the  Crown, 
rhat  they  fhould  oblige  King  David  to  come 
:o  the  Parliament,  which  was  to  be  held  at 
London  the  next  Michaelmas ,  and  to  Hand  to 
:he  King  of  England’s  Award  and  Arbitrati- 
>n.  Which  coming  to  the  French  King’s 
knowledge,  he  fent  over  to  the  Scots,  pref- 
ing  them  to  break  through  this  Compact, 
vhich  they  had  been  oblig’d  to  make  byForce, 
ihd  promifing  to  fuppoirt  them  in  their  Ad- 


lerence  to  Bruce  :  Which  had  fuch  an  Effedt 
>n  them,  that  King  Edward  was  no  fooner 
•et.urn’d  to  England  but  they  enter’d  into  Ca¬ 
lais  again  to  dethrone  Baliol ,  and  drive  the 
Englifh  Troops  that  were  left  behind,  out  of 
:he  Kingdom. 

The  firft  confiderable  Adtion  that  hap- 
)en’d  after  King  Edward’s  Departure,  was 
tear  the  Cattle  of  Kildrurhmy ,  which  the  Earl 

Athol  having  befieg’d  on  the  Behalf  of  King 
baliol,  the  Lords  Dunbar ,  Murray ,  and  Dou-  They  Re- 
rtas  came  to  the  Relief  of  it,  which  occafion’d  volt  ajfiin. 
l  fmart  Engagement  on  the  laft  of  December , 
n  which  the  Earl  of  Athol  was  kill’d,  and 
lis  Forces  defeated.  The  Englijh  Lords  who 
:ommanded  in  Scotland  however  laid  Siege  to 
%nbar ,  but  in  this  Enterprize  alfo  they 
vere  difappointed  and  forc’d  to  raife  the 
liege,  frefh  Troops  being  thrown  into  the 
?lace  by  Sea. 

About  this  time  it  appears  that  the  French  a.D.  1336 
Cing  fent  the  Scots  confiderable  Supplies  both 


)f  Men  and  Money,  which  oblig’d  the  King  ^  10  r 
>f  England  to  order  a.  frelh  Reinforcement  of  EdlJJ' 
Vol.  XVII.  H  h 


T  roops 
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AT).  1336  Troops  to  march  to  Scotland ,  to  enable  King 
~  “  Baliol  to  keep  the  Field,  and  follow’d  therr 
Edlv.  III.  f°on  a^ter  Perfon.  The  Scots  had  ventur’d 
to  lay  Siege  to  Sterling ,  but  upon  the  King 
King  Ed-  of  England's,  approach  they  rofe  from  before 
twarcl  it  and  retreated  to  their  Mountains,  leaving 
Scotland  a  him  t0  ravage  and  plunder  the  Country  agair 
4th  time,  from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  King  find¬ 
ing  it  was  impolTible  to  bring  them  to  a  Bat¬ 
tle,  return’d  to  Perth ,  where  he  underftooc 
the  French  had  fitted  out  a  Fleet  to  infult  the 
Coafls  of  England ,  and  invaded  his  Dutch) 
of  Gnienne  by  Land. 

Robert  of  This  frefh  Provocation,  with  the  Repre- 
Artou  in-  fentations  of  Robert  de  Artois ,  of  the  feazible- 
cites  the  nefs  Gf  making  a  Conqueft  of  France ,  ’ti; 

carry  the  induc’d  him  to  leave  the  Profecution  o! 

War  into  the  Scotijh  War  to  King  Baliol,  and  return  tc 
Trance.  England ,  with  a  Refolution  to  repay  King 

Philip's  Yifit,  and  endeavour  the  Recover) 
of  that  Kingdom,  which  of  Right  belong’c 
to  him,  or  at  leaftof  Normandy ,  and  the  refl 
of  the  Englijh  Provinces,  which  his  Prede- 
ceflbrs  had  been  wrongfully  difpofiefs’d  of  ir 
France .  But  before  I  enter  upon  the  French 
War,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  Notice,  that 
King  Edward  being  attended  by  his  Brothet 
John  Plantagenet  Earl  of  Cornwall  to  Scot¬ 
land  in  this  laft  Expedition,  that  Prince  over¬ 
heating  himfelf  there,  fell  ill  and  died  at 
Perth  or  St.  John's-Fown ,  about  Michaelma\ 
1336,  being  then  about  twenty  Years  of  Age, 
His  Body  was  afterwards  embalm’d  and 
brought  to  England ,  being  interr’d  in  Weft- 
minfier-Abby. 

As  Robert  de  Artois  is  generally  look’d  up¬ 
on  to  be  one  of  the  principal  Promoters  oi 

the 
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the  French  War,  it  will  be  neceffary  here  to  A.D.  1336 

give  fome  Account  of  that  Nobleman,  and - - 

it  appears  that  he  was  of  the  Blood  Royal  of  f^°m 
France ,  and  claim’d  the  Earldom  of  Artois  as 
the  next  Male  Heir ;  but  the  French  King 
and  the  Court  of  Peers  had  adjudg’d  it  to 
Maud  his  great  Aunt,  as  nearer  of  Kin  by 
one  Degree.  Upon  the  Death  of  Charles  the 
Fair ,  Robert  having  been  very  inftrumental 
in  fetting  Philip  of  Valois  his  Brother-in-Law 
upon  the  Throne,  applied  himfelf  to  him  to 
get  that  Sentence  revers’d  :  But  it  was  again 
confirm’d  by  Philip  and  the  Court  of  Peers  •, 
whereupon  Robert  was  fo  exafperated,  that  he 
threatned,  ’tis  faid,  to  depofe  the  King  he 
had  made.  This  occafion’d  his  being  pro¬ 
claim’d  a  Tray  tor,  and  he  was  oblig’d  to  fly, 
frrft  to  Hainault ,  and  afterwards  to  England , 
where  he  became  the  great  Incendiary  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Nations ;  tho’  fome  are  of  Q- 
binion  that  King  Edward  had  refolv’d  upon 
:he  Invafion  of  France  before  Robert  of  Artois 
^ame  over  hither.  But  however  that  be, 
tis  certain  this  Gentleman  was  very  fer^  ■ 

Viceable  to  King  Edward  in  that  Enterprize, 
if  which  he  was  fo  fenfible,  that  he  made 
iim  Earl  of  Richmond  and  one  of  his  Privy-, 

Council,  and  afftgn’d  him  feveral  Cattles  and 
Places,  with  a  large  Revenue,  that  he  might 
>e  fui table  to  his  Quality,  And  whatever 
w, Edward's  real  Inducements  for  entering  into 
?his  War  were,  the  Reafons  he  was  pleas’d  to 
jublifh,  were  not  only  Specious,  but  Juft,  K;n(,  P  - 
He  claim’d  the  Crown  of  France  as.  the  want's  In. 
ext  Male  Heir,  infilling  that  tho’  females ducements 
I  ere  excluded  from  mounting  that  Throne fqrentrin£ 

\Y  The  Saline  Law,  yet  the  Sons  of?™? 

H  h  2  fuchWar, 
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A.D.i 336  fuch  Females  never  had  been  excluded,  no'r 
was  their  any  Reafon  they  fhould  ;  and  the 
French  themfelves  agree  that  this  Point  never 
had  been  determin’d  before  that  time.  But 
his  Claim  to  the  Crown  of  France  was  neither 
the  foie  nor  immediate  Caufe  of  the  French 
War ;  we  find  that  the  French  King  had 
affifted  his  Enemies  the  Scots  both  with 
Men  and  Money  that  he  had  infulted  the 
Coaft  of  England,  plundering  Southampton 
and  the  Iflands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey  ;  that 
his  Men  of  War  attack’d  and  plunder’d  the 
Englijh  Ships  wherever  they  met  them  ;  and 
laftly  he  had  invaded  the  Dutchy  of  Guienne , 
harraffing  and  plundering  the  King’s  SubjeCb 
in  that  Province  without  any  Provocation. 
All  which  is  very  evident  from  theACls  of  State 
of  this  Year,  which  we  meet  with  in  RymerS 
Feeders  ;  fo  that  whatever  M.  Rapin  and  his 
Countrymen  may  pretend  were  King  Edward^ 
fecret  Motives  for  this  Undertaking,  the 
French  War  was  evidently  both  juft  and  ne- 
ceffary  at  this  time ;  unlefs  it  can  be  made 
appear  that  Princes  are  oblig’d  to  fit  ftill  and 
fee  their  Subjects  plunder’d  and  murder’d. 

But  whatever  Provocations  might  have 
been  given  by  the  French ,  furely  never  any 
War  was  undertaken  with  more  Deliberation 
various  Expedients  were  offer’d  on  the  pari 
of  England  to  prevent  it,  and  when  an  Ac 
eommodation  was  found  impracticable,  ar 
Embaffy  was  fent  to  the  Emperor,  the  Prin 
ces  of  Germany ,  the  Dukes  of  Brabant ,  Gael 
der ,  and  Hainault , '  in  order  to  form  Alliance 
equal  to  fo  great  an  Enterprize.  But  afte 
all*  the  King  reap’d  no  other  Fruit  fron 
thefe  Negotiations  than  his  being  furnifh’< 
A  "i-  ’  wit.'1 


•4$-?  337 


A.  i ij Ed. % 
Alliances 


form’d. 


EDWARD  III. 

with  Troops  for  his  Money,  and  getting  an 
Opportunity  of  attacking  France  on  the  fide 
of  the  Low-Countries  •,  for  I  don’t  pefcieve 
that  any  of  the  Confederates  brought  their 
Forces  into  the  Field  at  their  own  Charge, 
but  were  paid  by  the  King  of  England ,  ip 
proportion  to  the  Men  they  furnifh’d.  The 
King  endeavour’d  alfo  to  bring  the  Earl  of 
Flanders  over  to  his  Intereft,  but  he  was  al¬ 
ready  engag’d  with  France.  Whereupon  the 
Englijh  Agents  applied  thepifelves  to  James 
d'Artiville ,  a  Brewer  of  Ghent,  a  popular  Man, 
who  had  gain’d  fuch  an  Afcendant  over  thtFlem- 
mings,  that  he  was  obey’d  by  them  as  their 
Prince,  and  at  length  compell’d  the  Earl  to 
fly  for  Refuge  into  France.  This  Man  ex¬ 
pecting  all  the  Power  of  France  would  be 
brought  down  againft  him,  gladly  enter’d  in¬ 
to  a  Confederacy  with  the  Englijh ,  and  was 
of  more  Service  to  them  in  the  beginning  of 
the  War  than  any  of  their  Allies. 

The  King  being  fenfible  however  thatnot- 
withftanding  his  numerous  Allies,  the  Char-, 
ges  of  the  War  would  fall  chiefly  on  himfelf? 
took  all  imaginable  ways  of  raifing  Money, 
tie  procur’d  of  the  Laity  at  a  Parliament 
held  in  Lent  this  Year,  a  Grant  of  one  half 
of  their  Wool ;  on  the  Clergy  he  levied,  the 
whole  Value  of  their  Wool ;  bpfides  which 
he  afterwards  took  a.  Fifteenth  of  the  Com¬ 
monalty  •,  he  feiz’d  alfo  the  Effects  and  Re¬ 
venues  of  the  Prior’s  Aliens,  with  the  Effefts 
of  the  Lombards ,  -who,  flnce  the  Expulfion 
of  the  Jews,  were  become  the  Ufurers  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  made  ufe  alfo  of  the  Money 
appropriated  to  the  Italy  IVar.  And  not¬ 
withstanding  a  late  Law  made  againft  the 
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J.D.  1338  Exporting  Wool,  we  find  there  was  this  f  ear 
~ — 20000  Sacks  exported  to  Flanders  for  the 
King’s  Ufe,  each  Sack  valu’d  at  40  /.  Sterlings 
which  alone  amounts  to  800000/.  of  our 
Money.  Rymer ,  Vol.  IV.  p,  66,  73.  And 
Commiffions  without  Number  were  granted 
for  borrowing  Money  of  private  Men,  which 
was  to  be  repaid  afterwards  by  Aids  granted 
in  Parliament.  And  we  find  the  King  fo 
fenfible  of  the  Hardfhips  his  People  fuiier’d 
by  this  variety  of  Taxes  and  Burthens,  that 
in  the  Order  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury , 
dated  the  28th  of  March  1338,  for  praying 
for  the  Succefs  of  the  War,  he  defires  the 
Bifhop  to  excufe  thefe  Exadtions  to  the  Peo¬ 
ple.  Rymer ,  Vol.  IV.  p.  20. 

And  as  the  King  was  determin’d  at  this 
time  to  enter  upon  the  French  War,  he 
thought  fit  to  confer  feveral  Titles  of  Ho¬ 
nour  on  the  molt  eminent  of  his  Subjects, 
His  eldefl  Son  Edward  Earl  of  Chefter ,  then 
prince  Ed-  near  ieven  Years  of  Age,  he  created  Duke 
otWmade  0f  Cornea al ,  on  the  1 7th  of  Marche  invefting 
him  with  the  Sword  only,  which  was  the  firft 
being  the  Precedent  of  a  Duke  created  in  England ,  and 
firft  Duke  for  the  Support  of  that  Honour,  he  granted 
created  m  him  the  Stannaries  or  Tin-Mines  of  Cornwall 
ng  an  '  together  with  the  Coinage,  and  the  Iffues  and 
Profits  arifing  from  thence.  As  to  this  new 
Honour  of  Duke,  tho’  in  England  it  is  deem’d 
fuperior  to  that  of  Earl,  or  any  other  Title 
of  Nobility,  yet  in  Germany  and  other  Na¬ 
tions,  we  find  the  Authority  of  Duke  (Dux) 
and  that  of  Earl  ( Comes )  to  be  much  the  fame 
antlently.  The  Earl  or  Comes  had  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  a  Province  as  well  as  the  Duke, 
and  as  he  had  the  Appellation  of  Comes  from 
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his  Attendance  on  the  Sovereign,  and  being  A.D.\^% 
his  Companion  or  Affociate  in  Council,  and  “  " 

his  Courts  of  Judicature,  which  occafion’d  IIL 
the  Diftridt  he  govern’d  to  be  call’d  a  County ,  w'V'NJ 
fo  from  their  being  Generals,  Duces ,  Leaders 
or  Commanders  in  the  Wars,  they  often  ob¬ 
tain’d  the  Title  of  Duke.  The  fame  Perfon 
was  frequently  known  by  the  Name  of  Comes 
and  that  of  Dux,  tho*  in  fucceeding  Ages 
that  of  Dux  was  appropriated  to  the  higheft 
Honour  in  the  State  under  the  Sovereign. 

But  to  proceed,  The  King,  either  the  fame 
Day  or  the  Day  before,  created  Henry  Plan *  ^ 

tagenet ,  Son  of  the  Earl  of  Lane  after,  Earl  of 
Derby ,  the  Lord  William  Montacute  Earl  of  vanc’d. 
Salijbury ,  the  Lord  William  Clinton  Earl  of 
Huntingdon ,  the  Lord  Hugh  Audley  Earl  of 
Gloucefter ,  the  Lord  Hugh  Courtney  Earl  of 
Devonjhire ,  the  Lord  Robert  Hufford  Earl  of 
Suffolk ,  and  the  Lord  William  Bohun  Earl  of 
Northampton  :  At  which  time  alfo  the  young 
Duke  of  Cornvjal  dubb’d  twenty  Knights, 

Perfons  of  Diflin&ion,  among  whom  was  Sir 
* Thomas  de  la  More ,  who  wrote  the  Lives  of 
Edward  II.  and  Edward  III. 

The  Flemijh  Malecontents  were  at  this  time  The 
Maflers  of  all  Flanders ,  except  the  Ifland  of  ^  1^at 
Cadfant  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Scheld ,  in  which  oftheEad 
Guy ,  Bafe-Brother  to  the  Earl  of  Flanders ,  of  Flanders 
had  polled  himfelf,  with  five  or  fix  thoufand  out  of  the 
Men,  to  intercept  fuch  Troops  as  might  be  “ 
brought  from  England.  King  Edward  being  J 
Inform’d  of  what  Prejudice  the  Troops  that 
lay  at  Cadfant  would  be  to  his  Communica¬ 
tion  with  Flanders ,  commanded  a  Fleet  of 
Men  of  War  to  fail  thither,  with  a  confider- 
lible  Body  of  Land  Forces  on  Board,  com¬ 
manded 
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manded  by  the  Earl  of  Derby  and  fome  other 
Noblemen  and  Officers  of  Diftin&ion,  who 
fo  brifkly  attack’d  the  Ifland  that  they  made 
themfelves  Mafcers  of  it,  and  took  Guy  the 
Earl’s  Baftard-Brother  Prifoner  who  com¬ 
manded  there,  which  fignal  Defeat  confirm’d 
the  Flemmings  in  the  Intereft  of  the  Englijh. 

The  King,  before  he  went  over  to  the  Low 
Countries  in  Perfon,  it  appears,  conftituted 
the  Duke  of  Brabant  his  Plenipotentiary,  to 
demand  the  Crown  of  France  in  his  Name, 
and  made  him  alfo  his  Lieutenant-General 
in  that  Kingdom,  commanding  the  Subjects 
of  France  to  obey  his  Orders  ■,  and  that  the 
Earl  of  Hainault  and  the  reft  of  his  German 
Allies  might  not  want  a  Colour  to  join  the 
Englijh  Forces,  the  King  propos’d  it  to  the 
Emperor  to  coriftitute  him  Vicar  of  the  Em¬ 
pire. 

All  things  being  in  a  Readinefs  for  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  againft  France ,  the  King  conftituted 
his  Son  Prince  Edward ,  Duke  of  Cornwall 
Guardian  of  the  Kingdom  on  the  iith  of 
July  and  on  the  12th  embark’d  at  Orwel  in 
Suffolk ,  over-againft  Harwich  •,  but  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  Fleet  was  not  under  fail  till  the 
16th  of  the  fame  Month.  This  Fleet,  ac¬ 
cording  to  moft  Writers,  confifted  of  five 
hundred  Sail,  fmall  and  great  •,  others  men¬ 
tion  but  an  hundred  and  fifty  Ships,  blit  then 
I  prefume  they  only  mean  Ships  of  War  •,  for 
lefs  than  four  or  five  hundred  Tranfports 
would  not  contain  fuch  a  Body  of  Troops  as 
the  King  carried  over  with  him,  efpecially  if 
we  confider  that  Ships  in  thofe  Days  were  not 
near  fo  large  as  they  are  at  prefentv 
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The  Fleet  arriving  at  Antwerp  on  the  two- 

and-twentieth  of  July,  the  King  lent  Exprefles  “ - 7 

to  the  Duke  of  Brabant ,  the  Earl  of  G elder, 
the  Marquis  of  Jailers,  the  Lord  John  Hai-  L>^vxi‘ 
ncm.it  Uncle  to  the  young  Earl,  and  the  reft- Arrives  at 
of  his  Allies,  inviting  them-  to  a  Conference  ^nt<werP' 
at  Antwerp  \  where  being  affembled  two  Days5 
afterv/ards,  the  King  revok’d  the  Powers  he 
had  lately  given  to  his  Plenipotentiaries  to 
treat  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Philip  de 
Valois  as  King  of  France  ;  after  which  he  de- 
fir’d  his  Confederates  to  fix  fome  time  for  the 
general  Rendezvous,  that  they  might  march; 
with  their  united  Forces  againft  the  common 
Enemy.  But  the  Flemijh  Princes  having  con¬ 
sulted  amongft  themfelves,  declar’d  that  they  The  Allies 
came  to  Antwerp  at  that  time  only  to  pay  are  unpre- 
their  Refpeds  to  the  King,  and  were  not  at  par’d  to 
all  prepar’d  to  take  the  Field,  or  confider  of  p^edthe 
the  Operations  of  the  Campaign ;  but  that 
they  would  advife  with  their  refpedive  Sub¬ 
jects,  and  return  him  an  Anfwer  in  a  fhort 
time.  Whereupon  the  King  reprefen  ted  the; 

Charges  he  had  been  at,  and  fiiould,  ever/ 

Day  incur,  by  thefe  Delays  j  that  he  expected 
to  have  found  them  all  in  Readinefs  at  his 
Landing,  and  fince  they  were  not,  he  would 
return  to  England  and  remain  there  till  he? 
qould  have  a  more  fatisfadory  Anfwer  from- 
them.  However,  on  their  promifing  to  come 
bo  fome  Refolution  by  the  third  of  Augnfi\- 
,the  King  determin’d  to  remain  at  Antwerp $ 
fending  his  Officers  in  the  mean  time  to  feveral 
Princes  and  Lords  in  the  Low  Countries ,  in 
Order  to  engage  them  in  his  Intereft.  Tho 
Duke  of  Brabant  appears  to  have  been  a  very 
fickle  Allie,  endeavouring  to  keep  fair  with 
the  French  King  as  well  as~  with  the- King  of 

-  Vol.  XVII,  I  i  Sn^ 
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A.D.  1338  England  •,  or  rather,  he  affe&ed  to  ftand  Neu- 

. .  ter  till  he  faw  which  of  them  would  bid  moft 

Edw  hi.  for  him,  or  on  which  fide  he  was  like  to  run 
Cry~sj  the  leaft  Hazard.  He  was  known  to  be  car¬ 
rying  on  a  Treaty  with  Philip  at  this  Inftant, 
and  when  the  firft  of  Auguft  came,  as  he  did 
not  appear  among  the  reft  of  the  Confederates, 
they  would  refolve  on  nothing.  Such  wretched 
Allies  were  thefe  little  German  Princes  in  thofe 
Days  as  well  as  in  ours.  They  were  rather  a 
Clog  and  Impediment  to  the  Englijh  than  any 
Service  to  them  in  the  War.  If  the  King 
had  laid  out  the  fame  Money  in  railing 
Troops,  which  he  had  in  purchafing  their 
Friendfhip,  it  might  have  turn’d  to  a  much 
better  Account.  He  found  no  Sincerity  or 
Honour  in  any  of  them,  fays  my  Author, 
( Knighton )  except  the  Earl  of  Gueldre.  How¬ 
ever,  the  King  upon  the  Anfwer  he  receiv’d 
from  the  reft  of  the  Allies,  fent  a  Deputation 
to  the  Duke  of  Brabant ,  reproaching  him 
for  having  been  the  Occafion  of  this  Difap- 
pointment  ;  and  that  if  he  had  any  regard  to 
Kindred,  Honour  or  Friendfhip,  he  fhould 
no  longer  keep  him  in  fufpence.  ^  The  Duke 
hereupon  defir’d  another  Meeting  with  the 
Allies  about  the  middle  of  Auguft ,  when. 
This  Cam-  after  a  Confutation  among  themfelves,  they 
Pai§n  en‘  declar’d  that  they  had  no  Pretence  to  make 
ire  y  01  ■  War  upon  France  •,  but  as  they  were  Princes 
of  the  Empire,  and  the  French  had  lately 
taken  Cambray,  an  Imperial  Town,  and  com¬ 
mitted  other  Hoftilities  againft  the  Empire, 
if  his  Imperial  Majefty  would  authorize  them 
to  attack  France ,  they  fhould  be  very  ready 
to  join  the  King  of  England.  And  a  Depu¬ 
tation  being  fent  to  the  Emperor  thereupon, 
his  Imperial  Majefty  appear’d  very  ready  to 
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oblige  the  King  in  this  particular,  and  defir’d 
a  Conference  with  him,  which  was  agreed  to. 
But  the  King  finding  the  whole  Summer  fpent 
by  thefe  Delays,  fent  molt  of  his  Forces  back 
to  England,  remaining  himfelf  at  Lovain, 
where  he  kept  a  fplendid  Court,  and  fent  for 
the  Queen  over  to  him,  determining  not  to 
leave  the  Low  Countries  till  he  had  brought 
his  Confederates  to  fome  Refolution  in  Rela¬ 
tion  to  the  War. 

The  King  holding  a  Tournament  at  Ant¬ 
werp  this  Winter,  the  Queen,  whoconftantly 
accompanied  him,  was  deliver’d  of  a  Prince 
there  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  November ,  bap¬ 
tiz’d  by  the  Name  of  Lionel ,  and  firnam’d 
Antwerp  from  the  Place  of  his  Birth.  He 
was  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Ulfter  and 
Duke  of  Clarence,  being  King  Edward's  3d 
Son  by  Queen  Philippa. 

This  Winter  King  Edward ,  in  purfuance 
:>f  the  Appointment  already  mention’d,  had 
an  Interview  with  his  Brother-in-Law  the 
Emperor  in  the  Market-place  at  Cologn, 
where  two  Thrones  being  eredted  in  the  open 
Air,  the  Emperor  feated  himfelf  on  one  of 
them,  and  the  King  of  England  afterwards  on 
the  other.  There  were  prefent  alfo  four  great 
Dukes,  three  Archbifhops,  fix  Bifhops,  thir- 
ty-feven  Earls,  and  feveral  Thoufands  of  Ba¬ 
rons,  Bannerets,  Knights  and  Efquires,  Be¬ 
fore  this  illuftrious  Aflembly  the  Emperor 
declar’d,  that  the  French  King  had  forfeited 
his  Favour  and  Protedtion  by  his  Difloyalty 
and  hoftile  Invafion  of  the  Imperial  Territo¬ 
ries,  and  conftituted  the  King  of  England 
Vicar-General  of  the  Empire,  authorizing 
him  to  make  War  upon  the  French  King,  and 
recover  the  Imperial  Towns  and  Territories 
'  U  2  he 


24T 

A.D.  1338 

A.  12. 
Edw.  III. 

The  Eng- 
lijh  Forces 
lent  back, 
but  the 
King  re¬ 
mains  at 
Lo-vain, 


Lionel  the 
King’s  3d 
Son. 


TheKing’s 
Interview 
with  the 
Emperor. 


The  King 
conilinjted 
Vicar  of 
the  Em* 
pire. 


£44  The  History  of  Eng  l  an  p. 

■ '  _<r  .  ■ 1  -  \ 

AD.13.38  he  had  feiz’d  out  of  his  Hands.  The  next 
Day  the  Empqror  and  the  King  of  England 


A. 


Ethx  lll.  met  ln  ^ie  Cathedral  of  Cologn  at  High  Mafs, 
x^r^rsj  which  being  ended,  the  Emperor,  with  the 
German  Princes,  took  their  folemn  Oaths  that 
The  Era-  they  Would  Hand  by  and  fupport  the  King  of 
fhe°G«--  England  again  ft  the  French  King  and  all  his 
nav.  Prin-  Adherents,  with  the  hazard  of  their  Lives, 
ces  promife  for  feven  Years,  if  the  War  lhould  fo  long 
continue  *,  and  that  all  the  German  Princes  and  ! 
Lords  between  the  City  of  Cologn  and  France 
would  immediately  enter  into  the  King  oh 
England's,  Service  and  obey  his  Orders  during  1 
the  War ;  and  if  a,ny  of  the  German  Lords1 
refus’d,  the  reft  would  compel  him  to  furnifh  > 
his  Quota.  And  thus  King  Edward  having  1 
taken  the  propereft  Means  he  could  devife  to  j 
confirm  the  German  Princes  in  his  Intereft,  1 
return’d  to  the  Low  Countries ,  where  his  Ge- ' 
nerals  and  Officers  had  fpent  their  time  during  ' 
his  abfence  in  riding  from  City  to  City,  mag-  1 
hificently  attended,  endeavouring  to  engage 
the  People  in  their  Mailer’s  Interefts  by  treat¬ 
ing  and  diftributing  Money  amongft  them  ;  |< 
in  which,  as  my  Author  obferves,  they  la-  1 
yifh’d  away  a  great  deal  of  Treafure,  and  • 
obtain’d  the  Shouts  and  Applaufes  of  the : 
Multitude,  who  declar’d  every  where  for  the  ' 
King  of  j England  againft  France.  But  as  they  ' 
were  purchas’d  with  Money  by  the  Englijh ,  < 
fo  they  afterwards  fold  themfelves  to  other  ■ 
Potentates,  behaving  like  pure  Mercenaries,  f 
ever  regarding  their  private  Interefts  mbre  1 
than  the-  Caufe-  they  were  engag’d  in.  “  a 
King  Edward,  on  his  Return  to  the  Lozv  i 
Countries-,  fummon’d  his  Allies,  the  German  5 
Princes,  to  meet  him  and  conftder  of  the  O-  11 
perations  of  the  next  Campaign,  and  accord-  J 


him  their 
Afliftance. 


insJy 
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ingly  the  Duke  of  Brabant ,  the  Duke  of  4.D.  1338 
Gueldre,  the  Earl  of  Hainault,  the  Earl  of  "J~~z  ‘ 

Juliers,  the  Lord  Valkenberg ,  and  all  the  Ba-  £^Z*ni„ 
tons  to  the  Weft  ward  of  Cologn  aflembled  at 
Argues  in  the  Province  of  Brabant ,  where 
King  Edward  fitting  on  his  Throne  with  his 
Crown  on  his  Head  exhibited  the  Emperor’s 
Letters  Patent,  conftituting  him  Vicar-Ge- 
peral  and  Lieutenant  of  the  Empire,  whereby 
he  was  empower’d  to  make  Laws,  adminifter 
Juftice,  coin  Money  with  his  own  Stamp  and 
Infcriptions,  and  the  Lords  of  the  Empire 
Were  requir’d  to  obey  his  Commands,  which 
thofe  prefent  promiie  to  do.  The  Bifhop  of 
Fdege,  however,  refus’d  to  obey  the  Sum¬ 
mons,  being  in  the  French  Intereft.  It  ap¬ 
pears  alfo  that  the  King  of  Bohemia ,  the 
Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  the  Bifhop  of  Other 
Metz ,  the  Duke  of  Auftria ,  the  Duke  ofPrincesia 
Lorrain ,  the  Marquefs  of  Montferrat ,  the 
Earls  of  Genoa ,  Franche-Compte,  Savoy ,  Dau-  >a  ‘ 
■thine,  and  feveral  other  Princes  were  in  an 
Alliance  with  France ,  tho*  they  had  feveral 
pf  them  treated  with  the  King  of  England % 

Agents,  as  appears  by  the  Ads  of  State  in 
\Rymer,  and  promis’d  him  their  Affiftance. 

While  the  Rival  Kings  were  making  their 
fefpedive  Interefts  in  Germany  and  tlie  Low 
Countries ,  the  Miniftry  in  England  had  afiem- 
pled  the  Parliament  in  the  Name  of  the  young 
■jPrinqe,  Guardian  of  the  Kingdom,  and  pro¬ 
cur’d  large  Supplies  for  the  Support  of  the  iarr,esap-> 
^nfuing  War,  which  it  was  fuppos’d  would  pliesgrant- 
rave  been  carry’d  on  with  great  Vigour  the  ed 
:he  next  Summer.  The  Laity  granted  the  Kmg' 
King  great  part  of  their  Wool  ;  the  Bi- 
.hops.  Abbots  and  Clergy,  who  were  ex¬ 
empted  from  the  Fatigues  of  War,  advanc’d 

f" 1  *!i  "  7'  ’  "  WgS 
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AD.  1338  large  Sums  according  to  their  refpedtive  E- 
*  ftates  and  Abilities,  belides  which  the  Clergy 
Echu.  in.  granted  a  Tenth  for  two  Years  to  come.  The 
t/VV  Kingalfo  borrow’d  Money  of  Foreigners,  and 
pawn’d  his  Jewels  for  Payment  of  it.  He 
pledg’d  even  his  Crown  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Liege  for  50,000  Florins. 

AD.  1339  The  Winter  having  been  fpent  in  Negotia- 
~  tions,  and  finding  out  Ways  and  Means  to 

Edv^llI  Supply  the  Forces  that  were  to  conflitute  the 
feveral  Armies  of  England  and  France  the 
next  Campaign,  the  King  of  England  or¬ 
der’d  his  Army  to  be  tranfported  from  thence 
to  the  Low  Countries  again.  However,  at 
the  Inflance  of  the  two  Cardinals  Pedro  and 
Bertrand ,  who  attended  the  Englijh  Court, 
further  Overtures  were  made  for  Peace,  and 
the  Englijh  and  French  Commiffioners  met  to 
treat  upon  that  Head,  but  coming  to  no  A- 
The  King  greement,  the  King  wrote  to  the  Pope  and 
writes  to  the  College  of  Cardinals,  fetting  forth  his 
the  Pope,  Title  to  the  Crown  of  France ,  and  fhewing 
die °Fnllb  Neceffity  he  lay  under  of  vindicating  his 

Intereft.  Right  and  defending  his  Territories  which  had 
been  injurioufly  invaded  by  Philip .  He  alfo 
upbraids  the  Pope  with  furnifhing  his  Enemy 
with  Supplies  to  carry  on  a  War  againfl  Eng¬ 
land  without  any  manner  of  Provocation. 
The  Pope  on  the  other  hand  blam’d  the  King 
for  entering  into  an  Alliance  with  the  Em¬ 
peror  Lewis  of  Bavaria ,  who  flood  excom¬ 
municated,  and  leflfening  himfelf  by  adling  as 
his  Vicar ;  and  proceeds  to  threaten  him  with 
the  Cenfures  of  the  Church  if  he  did  not 
break  with  the  Emperor.  But  King  Edward 
did  not  think  fit,  however,  to  alter  his  Mea- 
fures,  the  Pope  redding  at  Avignon  in  France 
at  this  time,  and  being  entirely  govern’d  by 
Philip,  The 
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The  King  therefore  took  the  Field  with  A.D.i^ 

the  Englijh  Troops  about  the  middle  of  July,  ~J~ - - 

and  having  waited  for  the  German  Princes  to 
join  him  a  whole  Month  in  vain,  he  fent  them 
a  frefh  Summons  to  appear  with  their  re-  He  takes 
fpedtive  Quotas  on  the  firifc  of  September.  In 
the  mean  time  the  French  fitted  out  feveral 
Squadrons  of  Ships,  and  plunder’d  and  burnt 
the  Towns  and  Villages  on  the  Coaft  of  Eng¬ 
land,-  particularly  the  Town  of  Southampton  ; 
but  were  fometimss  met  with  by  the  Englijh 
Fleet,  and  paid  dear  for  their  Depredations. 

At  length  the  Germans  came  to  the  general  He  is  not 
Rendezvous  in  Brabant ,  and  being  join’d  join'd  by 
with  the  Englijh ,  compos’d  an  Army  of  forty  the  Ger~ 
thoufand  Men.  The  Allies  began  their  March 
about  the  middle  of  September  towards  the  ^ 
Frontiers  of  France ,  a  time  that  all  Nations, 
except  the  Germans ,  ufually  think  of  leaving 
the  Field.  The  Siege  of  Cambray  however, 
an  Imperial  Town  lately  taken  by  the  French , 
was  refolv’d  on  *,  but  this  Place  being  very 
ftrong,  and  having  a  numerous  Garrifon,  and 
the  Winter  Seafon  coming  on,  it  was  thought 
proper,  after  they  had  lain  above  a  Fortnight 
before  it,  to  raife  the  Siege  and  march  into 
the  Frontiers  of  France ,  in  order  to  bring 
King  Philip  to  a  Battel.  Accordingly  the 
Army  march’d  into  Picardy  and  Artois ,  where 
they  burnt  and  deftroy’d  feveral  hundred 
Towns  and  Villages.  This  had  the  Effedt 
that  was  expedted,  and  drew  King  Philip  to¬ 
wards  the  Frontiers,  with  an  Army  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  Men,  to  defend  his  Coun¬ 
fry.  The  King  of  England  hereupon  pafs’d 
die  Sc  held  with  his  Army,  in  order  to  give  the  Philip 
French  Battel :  Nor  was  Philip  lefs  defirousof  chalier.ges 
coming  to  an  Engagement,  for  as  foon  as  the  ^£arcito 

Armies  S£Se 
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J.D.  1339  Armies  approach’d  near  each  other,  Philip 

- -  fent  the  King  of  England  a  Challenge,  offer- 

i'dw^iu.  ing to  meet  Arrr>y  an  any 

^Y»v'  or  open  Field  where  their  numerous  Troops 
might  engage  upon  equal  Terms  without 
Hedges,  Ditches  or  Trenches  between  them. 
King  Edward ,  glad  to  find  his  Enemy  in  this 
Mind,  agreed  upon  the  2  2d  of  October  to  de¬ 
cide  their  Quarrel.  Accordingly  the  Armies 
were  drawn  up  on  the  Day  prefix’d,  and 
every  one  expected  an  Engagement  •,  but  the 
French  King  having  call’d  a  Council  of  War* 
fome  of  his  moll  experienc’d  Generals  ob- 
ferv’d  that  it  would  be  the  rafheft  thing  in 
the  World  to  engage  the  King  of  England 
and  his  Allies  at  this  time,  for  the  Lofs  of  a 
Battel  would  probably  prove  the  Lofs  of  the 
Kingdom,  whereas  if  the  Enemy  was  beaten 
they  would  hazard  but  little.  Befides  it  was 
prefum’d  that  feveral  Officers  and  Noblemen 
in  the  French  Army  were  in  the  Englijh  In- 
tereft,  and  that  alone  was  urg’d  to  be  a  fuffi- 
dent  Reafon  to  avoid  a  Battel.  However 
Philip ,  ’tis  faid,  was  fo  concern’d  that  his 
Honour  would  fuffer  on  this  Occafion,  ha¬ 
ving  declar’d  he  would  drive  King  Edward 
out  of  his  Territories  if  he  ffiould  be  fo  hardy 
to  enter  them,  and  particularly  at  this  time 
had  fent  to  challenge  him,  that  he  was  till 
refolv’d  to  give  the  Allies  Battel,  if  in  that 
very  Inftant  an  Exprefs  had  not  arriv’d  front 
Robert  King  of  Sicily  to  affure  him,  that  if  he- 
engag’d  the  Englijh  he  would  certainly  be 
beaten  ;  and  this,  ’tis  faid,  determin’d  him  to' 
Retreat  •,  for  the  Predictions  of  the  King  of1 
Sicily,  in  thofe  fuperftitious  Times,  were 
look’d  upon,  by  all  the  Princes  in  Europe, 
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as  infallible.  The  King  of  England  and  his  133-9 
Allies  therefore  having  waited  all  Day  in  the  ~g~ — — 
Field  appointed  for  the  Engagement  to  no  jjj 
purpofe,  underltood  in  the  Evening  that  the  .JAz-vj 
French  were  march’d  off  into  their  own  Coun-  T hzFrench 
try  ;  whereupon,  it  being  late  in  the  Year, 
and  no  hopes  of  bringing  them  to  an  Engage-  the  Cam" 
ment,  the  Confederates  alfo  broke  up  and  paign  ends 
march’d  into  their  Winter  Quarters.  As  without  an 
Flanders  was  antiently  a  Province  of  France ,  EnSaSe_ 
the  Friends  of  King  Philip  had  found  Means  Ir‘au‘ 
to  infmuate  into  the  Flemmings  that  they 
would  be  dealt  with  as  Tray  tors  if  the  French 
King  fhould  fucceed  ;  and  the  Pope  threatned 
them  with  an  Interdict  for  deferring  their  So¬ 
vereign  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  as  well  as  op- 
pofing  their  fuperior  Lord  King  Philip ,  and 
drew  over  moil  of  the  Clergy  from  the  In- 
tereft  of  the  King  of  England.  The  Laity 
alfo  began  to  be  very  cool,  and  give  Intima¬ 
tions  of  a  Defign  to  defert  the  Englijh  In- 
tereft,  when  the  famous  D'Artiville  hit  upon  a 
very  lucky  Expedient  to  remove  all  their 
Scruples.  He  reprefented  to  the  King  of  t 
England ,  that  as  he  had  afferted  his  Right  to  'I^° 
the  Crown  of  France,  fo  he  ought  to  take  A.  14. 
upon  him  the  Stile  and  Title,  and  declare  Afw.  HI. 
himfelf  in  all  publick  A6ls  King  of  France , 
and  then  the  Flemmings  would  readily  obey 
his  Orders,  and  look  upon  him  as  their  Sove¬ 
reign.  To  which  the  King  anfwer’d,  If  the 
Flemmings  would  fwear  to  join  their  Forces  wWftiles 
with  thofe  of  the  Englijh,  during  the  Conti-  himfelf 
nuance  of  the  War,  he  would  take  upon  him 
the  Stile  and  Title  of  King  of  France,  and  ram' 
endeavour  to  recover  the  three  cautionary 
Towns  of  Life,  Douay  and  Bethune,  which 
the  Flemmings  had  been  forc’d  to  put  into  the 
Vol,  XYII,  Kk  Hands 
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jt.D.  1340  Hands  of  France  as  a  Pledge  of  their  Loyalty 

- -  to  that  Crown.  Whereupon  D’Artiville  and 

•f , 14 tti  the  principal  Burghers  of  the  great  Towns  of 
Flanders  met  King  Edward  at  Ghent  on  the 
23d  of  January,  when  the  King  publickly 
affum’d  the  Stile  and  Arms  of  France ,  and 
the  Flemmings  promis’d  to  remain  his  faithful 
Allies.  When  the  Arms  of  England  were 
firft  quarter’d  with  thole  of  France  in  the 
Kings  Seals,  the  Englijh  Arms  (the  three 
Lyons, or  Leopards)  poffefs’d  the  firlt  Quar¬ 
ter  ’tis  obferv’d,  tho’  now  we  fee  the  Flowers 
de  Lis  take  up  the  firft  Quarter  :  And  fome 
Writers  obferve,  that  King  Edward  had  two 
Seals  as  well  as  two  Stiles,  and  that  France 
was  to  have  the  Preference  when  the  King 
refided  there,  and  England  when  the  Court 
came  thither  :  As  before  the  Union  the  King’s 
Stile  in  Scotland  was  King  of  Scotland ,  Eng¬ 
land,  &c.  but  in  England  he  was  ftil’d  King 
of  England ,  Scotland ,  &c.  But  to  proceed. 
The  King  having  taken  upon  him  the  Title 
of  King  of  France ,  was  now  univerfally  o- 
bey’d  by  the  Flemmings  as  their  fuperior  Lord, 
they  made  no  Scruple  of  doing  him  Homage 
He  Invites  and  fwearing  Fealty  to  him  :  And  upon  this 
She  French  Occafion,  we  find,  the  King  publifh’d  a  De- 
to  recog-  claration  dated  at  Ghent  the  8th  of  February ?, 
nize  him  1340,  inviting  the  French  to  recognize  his 
^Flemmings  Title  to  the  Throne  of  France  as  the  Pro- 
had  done,  vince  of  Flanders  had  done,  and  to  fubmit  to 
his  Government,  promifing  them  Protection 
and  all  manner  of  Encouragement  on  their 
fubmitting  to  him.  The  Declaration  may 
be  feen  at  large  in  Ry men’s  Adis  of  State , 
Vol.  5.  p.  159. 

At  the  fame  time  the  King  publifh*d  a  Me¬ 
morial,  fetting  forth  the  Injuries  he  had  re¬ 
ceiv’d 
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ceiv’d  from  Philip  de  Valois ,  and  the  feveral  A.D.iinp 
Propofals  he  had  made  him  for  reftoring  the 
Peace  of  Europe ,  which  had  been  rejected,  m 
After  which  he  return’d  to  England ,  where 
he  arriv’d  about  the  middle  of  February ,  in 
order  to  hold  a  Parliament,  and  demand  Sup¬ 
plies  for  the  enfuing  Campaign,  but  left  the 
Queen  and  her  Court  in  Flanders ,  that  his  Al¬ 
lies  might  not  doubt  of  his  Return  to  their  Af- 
fiftance  the  following  Summer.  On  the  other  K.  Philip 
hand,  Philip  was  not  idle,  he  fent  an  Army  end(eavours 
into  Gafcogny ,  under  the  Command  of  Gafton , 

Earl  of  Laille ,  with  a  View  of  fubduing  the  but  is  dif- 
whole  Province,  the  Englifh  having  but  a  appointed, 
fmall  Body  of  Troops  on  that  fide.  The 
Lord  Oliver  Ingrain ,  who  was  then  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Gafcogny ,  finding  his  Forces  much 
inferior  to  thofe  of  France ,  retir’d  upon  their 
approach,  and  fuffer’d  Gafton  to  advance  as 
far  as  the  capital  City  of  Bourdeaux ,  where 
he  found  the  Gates  open,  and  the  Inhabitants 
in  their  Shops  carrying  on  their  ufual  Em¬ 
ployments,  as  if  no  Enemy  was  near,  nor 
could  he  learn  there  were  any  Soldiers  in  or 
about  the  City  ;  whereupon  the  French  Ge¬ 
neral  march’d  his  Army  into  the  Town, 
which  he  gave  to  the  plunder  of  his  Soldiers, 
who  difperfing  themfelves  into  all  parts,  and 
being  about  to  rifle  the  Inhabitants,  the  Lord 
Ingram  came  upon  them  with  a  Body  of  flx 
thoufand  Men,  whom  he  had  conceal’d,  and 
by  the  A fli fiance  of  the  Citizens,  cut  moft  of 
the  French  in  pieces  or  made  them  Prifoners ; 
whereby  Philip’s,  Meafures  for  the  Conqueft 
of  Gafcogny ,  at  this  time  were  utterly  defeat¬ 
ed.  On  the  fide  of  Hainav.lt  and  Flanders , 
the  French  Troops  made  frequent  Incurfions 
during  King  Edward’s  Abfence,  deftroying 

K  k  2  the 
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J. D.  1340  t]ie  Country  before  them  with  Fire  and  Sword 

j  in  a  terrible  manner;  which  the  Allies  of  Eng- 

land  endeavour’d  to  retalliate,  by  plundering 
the  Frontiers  of  France  ;  but  the  Earl  of 
Hainaidt  appears  to  have  been  the  greateft 
Sufferer.  In  one  of  thefe  Expeditions  the 
Earl  of  Salifbury  and  the  Lord  Robert  Hufford 
eldeft  Son  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk ,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  Englijh  Troops  in  the  Low-Coun¬ 
tries ,  were  made  Prifoners  near  Ipres ,  and 
fent  to  the  King  of  France ,  who  would  have 
beheaded  them  in  cold  Blood,  ’tis  faid,  if  the 
King  of  Bohemia  his  Allie,  who  was  then  at 
Paris ,  had  not  reprefented,  that  the  firft 
French  Noblemen  that  fell  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Englijh  would  probably  be  ferv’d  in  the 
fame  manner,  if  he  put  thefe  Lords  to 
Death. 

GreatAids  In  the  mean  time  King  Edward  held  a  Par- 
granted  to  bament  at  TVeJiminfter ,  where  he  demanded  a 

K.  Ed™.  part  0f  the  Subjects  Moveables  in 

Towns,  two  Years  Duty  on  Wool  to  be 
paid  down,  the  ninth  part  of  all  Corn  and 
Grain,  the  ninth  part  of  their  Wool  and 
Lambs,  to  be  levied  within  the  Space  of  two 
Years  :  But  it  was  enadted  by  the  fame  Sta¬ 
tute  by  which  they  were  granted,  that  thefe 
heavy  Taxes  fhould  never  be  drawn  into  Pre¬ 
cedent  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  People,  and 
that  thefe  and  the  reft  of  the  King’s  Revenues 
fhould  be  appropriated  to  the  Service  of  the 
Wars  with  France  and  Scotland ,  and  the  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Kingdom.  And  the  Clergy 
granted  to  the  King  a  tenth. 

It  was  enadted  alfo,  that  notwithftanding 
the  King  had  taken  the  Stile  and  Title  of  King 
of  France ,  England  fhould  never  be  Subjedt 
to  that  Kingdom,  or  to  the  Kings  his  Succef- 

fors. 
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fors,  as  Kings  of  France ,  but  retain  its  an- 

tient  Conftitution.  TTIeTx 

At  this  Parliament  the  Marquifs  of  Juliers , 
in  confideration  of  his  good  Services,  was 
created  Earl  of  Cambridge ,  and  1000 1.  per 
Ann .  granted  him. 

The  Parliament  being  prorogu’d,  the  King 
prepar’d  to  embark  for  Flanders ,  when  he  re¬ 
ceiv’d  Intelligence  that  the  French  had  affem- 
bled  four  hundred  Ships,  and  intended  to  op- 
pofe  his  landing  in  the  Netherlands ;  whereupon 
he  order’d  the  Northern  Squadron  to  join  the 
Fleet  that  lay  at  Orwell  in  Suffolk ,  from 
whence  he  fet  fail  on  the  2  2d  of  June ,  with 
two  hundred  and  fixty  Ships,  and  the  next 
Day  towards  Evening,  came  within  Sight  of 
the  Coaft  of  Flanders ,  where  he  found  the 
French  Fleet  riding  in  the  Harbour  of  Sluice  ; 
he  came  to  an  Anchor  that  Night  at  fome 
Diftance  from  the  Shoar,  and  the  next  Morn¬ 
ing  being  Sunday  and  Midfummer-Day ,  the 
King  rang’d  his  Fleet  in  three  Divifions  and 
flood  out  to  Sea,  in  order  to  get  the  Wind  of 
the  Enemy,  who  imagining  that  the  Englijh 
fled,  flood  after  them,  but  they  foon  found 
their  Error,  for  the  King,  who  adted  the  part 
of  Admiral  that  Day*  having  got  the  Ad-  The  Vic- 
vantage  of  the  Wind,  bore  down  upon  the  j?tT^ver 
Enemy,  ordering  his  Officers  to  grapple  with  near 
them  and  come  to  a  clofe  Engagement,  fo  Sluice. 
that  they  fought  as  upon  firm  Ground  j  and 
after  a  Difpute  which  lafted  from  nine  in  the 
Morning  till  feven  in  the  Evening,  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  were  every  where  victorious,  killing  and 
taking  above  30000  of  the  French  and  their 
Allies,  for  they  had  abundance  of  Genoefe ,  Spa¬ 
niards ,  and  other  Foreigners  in  their  Fleet, 

And  as  the  Englijh  had  feiz’d  on  the  Enemies 
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Ships  with  their  Grapling-Irons,  they  had  no 
4  E{  \  Opportunity  of  flying,  many  of  them  therefore 
jumP’d  over  board  to  avoid  the  Fury  of  the 
Englijh ,  and  met  with  Death  on  Shoar,  where 
the  Flemmings  were  drawn  up,  waiting  the 
Event  of  the  Conflict  and  of  the  four 
hundred  Sail  of  Ships  which  the  French 
had  at  the  beginning  of  the  Engagement, 
not  more  than  thirty  efcap’d.  This  was  fuch 
a  dreadful  Blow  to  France ,  and  fo  little  ex¬ 
pected,  that  no  Body  durfl:  bring  the  News 
of  it  to  King  Philip ,  till  at  length  he  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Misfortune  by  his  Fool, 
who  having  been  taught  to  cry  out,  Cowardly 
Englifh,  faint  hearted  Englilh.  Which  he 
repeated  perpetually,  the  King  afk’d  him  the 
meaning  of  it  ?  To  which  he  anfwer’d,  as  he 
had  been  inflruCted,  Float  the  brave  French¬ 
men  jump'd  into  the  Sea ,  and  the  fcoundrel 
Englifh  durfl  not  follow  them.  From  whence 
the  King  eafily  gather’d  how  things  had  gone 
with  his  Fleet. 

King  Edward  having  remain’d  on  board 
his  Fleet  the  Night  after  the  Victory,  landed 
with  his  Troops  at  Sluice  next  Day,  where  he 
underftood  that  the  French  King  with  his  Son 
John  Duke  of  Normandy ,  having  ravag’d  a 
great  part  of  Hainault ,  the  Earl  of  that  Pro¬ 
vince,  with  the  Duke  of  Brabant ,  and  Jacob 
d' Artiville,  had  drawn  a  Body  of  Troops  to¬ 
gether  to  oppofe  therp,  but  upon  the  News 
of  the  late  Victory,  Philip  retir’d,  and  the 
Flemmings  return’d  to  their  Quarters.  At  the 
King’s  arrival  at  Ghent  he  met  with  the  Queen 
John  of  there,  who  had  been  deliver’d  of  a  fourth 
Gaunt  Prince  in  his  Abfence,  nam’d  John ,  after - 
born‘  wards  Duke  of  Lancajler ,  who  from  the 

Place 
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Place  of  his  Birth  was  ufually  ftil’d  John  of  AD.  1343 
Gaunt.  ~ 

The  Pope  to  oblige  his  Friend  the  French 
King,  had  put  the  Province  of  Flanders  under 
an  Interdict  at  this  time,  and  no  Divine  Service 
was  perform’d  there  for  a  confiderable  time. 
Whereupon  King  Edward  had  brought  over 
with  him  feveral  Priefts  from  England ,  who 
officiated  in  the  Churches  of  Flanders ,  and 
occafion’d  the  Interdict  to  be  but  little  mind¬ 
ed. 

The  King  after  a  ffiort  Stay  at  Ghent ,  had 
a  Conference  with  his  Allies  at  Villenort ,  where 
the  three  Provinces  ol  Brabant ,  Flanders , 
and  Hainault ,  enter’d  into  a  ftri&er  Alliance 
for  their  mutual  Defence,  in  cafe  they  were 
attack’d  by  France  and  it  was  agreed  to 
have  two  Armies  in  the  Field,  one  to  be  com-  The  Ar- 
manded  by  the  King  in  Perfon,  which  was  mies  take 
to  lay  Siege  to  F ournay^  and  the  other  to  the 
form  a  Flying  Camp  to  be  commanded  by 
Robert  d*  Artois  *,  but  thefe  laft  conflicting 
chiefly  of  the  Militia  of  the  Country,  were 
not  much  depended  on.  The  Army  that 
King  Edward  lead,  on  the  contrary,  con¬ 
flicted  of  near  an  hundred  thoufand  Vete¬ 
ran  Troops,  with  which  he  had  hopes  of 
penetrating  into  the  Heart  of  France  this 
Campaign. 

He  was  no  fooner  fat  down  before  Four  nay  x.  Ed-w. 
but  he  underftood  that  King  Philip  had  af-  befieges 
fembled  all  his  Nobility  and  Vaffals,  and  was  Toumay* 
marching  towards  him  with  an  Army  three 
times  as  numerous  as  that  of  the  Confede¬ 
rates.  In  the  mean  time,  Robert  d’ Artois  had 
polled  himfelf  with  the  Body  under  his  Com¬ 
mand  near  St.  Omers ,  with  an  Intention  to 
cover  the  Siege  of  fournay  •,  but  the  Duke  of 

Burgundy 
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.AD. 1340  Burgiindy  having  thrown  himfelf  into  St.  0- 
mers  with  a  numerous  Garrifon,  fo  harrafs’d 
tBe  Body  under  Robert  d'  Artois  with  perpetu¬ 
al  Alarms,  that  feiz’d  with  a  panick  Fear, 
they  broke  up  their  Camp,  difpers’d  them- 
felves,  and  retir’d  to  their  refpedive  Dwel¬ 
lings  •,  ^whereupon  King  Philip  approach’d 
with  his  Army  near  Pournay ,  and  cutting  off 
the’Provifions  of  the  Befiegers,  reduc’d  them 
to  great  Straits,  and  prevented  their  making 
any  confiderable  Progrefs  in  the  Siege.  This 
induc’d  the  King  of  England  to  lend  the 
French  King  a  Challenge,  offering  either  to 
engage  him  fingly,  or  with  an  hundred  Men 
only  againft  an  hundred,  to  fave  the  Effufion 
of  Blood,  or  to  meet  him  at  the  Head  of  his 
Army  on  whatever  Ground  he  fhould  make 
choice  of.  To  which  the  French  King  anfwer’d, 
that  he  had  feen  a  Challenge  diredred  to  Philip 
of  Valois ,  which  he  did  not  imagine  concern’d 
him  to  anfwer,  however  he  thought  fit  to  let 
King  Edward  know,  that  he  did  not  doubt 
in  a  fhort  time  to  drive  him  out  of  his  Ter¬ 
ritories. 

While  the  two  Armies  lay  in  this  manner 
facing  one  another,  the  French  not  caring  to 
hazard  a  Battle,  and  the  Confederates  diftrefs’d 
for  want  of  Provilions,  Joanna  of  Valois 
Countefs  Dowager  of  Hainault ,  Sifter  to  the 
French  King,  and  Mother  to  King  Edward's, 
Queen,  who  had  retir’d  after  her  Hufband’s 
Death  to  the  Abby  of  Fontinnelle ,  in  that 
Neighbourhood,  vifited  both  the  French  and 
A  Truce  Englijh  Camps,  and  propos’d  a  Truce  be- 
between  ^  tween  the  two  Kings,  till  the  Midfummer  fol- 
FrZu  and  lowing  »  which  with  great  Reluctance  was  at 
England .  length  confented  to  on  the  part  of  the  King 
of  England ,  whereupon  Edward  with  his 

Court 
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Court  and  Queen  return’d  to  England  ;  the  4.D  1340 
Queen  having  refided  in  the  Low-Countries  J Jffffff 
near  three  Years,  and  been  brought  to  Bed 
of  two  Princes  there,  viz.  Lionel  afterwards 
Duke  of  Clarence ,  and  John  afterwards  Duke 
of  Lancafter \ 

This  Truce,  which  was  afterwards  renew’d 
for  two  Years  longer,  was  to  extend  to  Gaf- 
cogny ,  Scotland ,  and  all  the  Allies  on  either 
fide,  and  all  Prifoners  were  to  be  releas’d, 
whereby  the  Earl  of  Salijbury ,  and  Robert 
Hufford,  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  obtain’d 
their  Liberties,  but  were  to  pay  a  certain 
Ranfom  agreed  on. 

The  Glory  of  obtaining  a  Ceffation  of  The  In- 
Arms  between  thefe  great  contending  Powers,  ducements 
who  had  engag’d  all  Europe  almoft  in  their 
Quarrel,  is  generally  given  to  Joanna  de  Va¬ 
lois ,  Countefs  Dowager  of  Hainault  but  in 
reality,  the  Circumftances  of  both  Monarchs 
requir’d  a  Truce  at  this  time.  England  was 
fo  exhaufted,  that  the  Supplies  from  thence, 
tho’  granted  by  Parliament,  came  in  but 
very  {lowly  ;  and  whether  the  Duke  of  Bra¬ 
bant  was  not  paid  fo  punctually  as  he  expected, 
or  whether  he  was  out  of  Temper,  that  King 
Edward’s  Son  the  Duke  of  Cornwal  did  not 
marry  his  Daughter,  as  had  been  promis’d, 
and  which  was  one  principal  Inducement  for 
his  engaging  on  the  fide  of  England ,  Ed¬ 

ward  underftood  about  this  time,  that  the 
Duke  defign’d  to  defert  his  Intereft,  and  that 
the  Emperor  was  not  to  be  depended  on.  It 
was  therefore  want  of  Money  to  pay  his 
Troops,  and  an  apprehenfion  of  a  defection 
of  his  Allies  that  compell’d  Edward  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  the  Truce  that  was  propos’d.  On 
the  other  hand,  tho’  the  French  King  was  at 
Vol,  XVII,  LI  the 
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the  Head  of  a  very  numerous  Army,  yet  many 
of  them  were  raw  undifciplin’d  Troops,  and 
fome  of  their  Leaders  fufpedled  to  be  in  the 
Intereft  of  England ,  and  confequently  not  to 
be  depended  on  in  the  Day  of  Battel,  which 
made  Philip  very  glad  of  an  Opportunity  of 
difmiffmg  fo  formidable  an  Enemy  as  Ed-> 
ward  was  out  of  his  Country,  and  relieving 
the  ftrong  Town  of  Tour  nay  without  the  Ha¬ 
zard  of  a  Battel. 

But  whatever  were  King  Edward's  Mo¬ 
tives  for  confenting  to  the  Truce,  he  was  no 
fooner  arriv’d  at  Ghent  mFlanders  but  he  found 
himfelf  in  a  manner  befieg’d  by  the  Duke  of 
Brabant ,  and  the  reft  of  his  Low-Country 
Creditors,  and  having  in  vain  waited  there 
fome  time  in  Expectation  of  Remittances 
from  England ,  not  being  able  to  bear  their 
Importunity,  he  came  over  to  England  fud- 
denly  with  his  Queen  and  Court,  as  has  been 
related,  in  order  to  raife  Money,  and  punifft 
the  Authors  of  his  late  Difgrace. 

He  landed  at  the  Tower  on  the  30th  of  No¬ 
vember,  early  in  the  Morning,  where  he  found 
the  Guards  off  their  Duty,  and  only  three  or 
four  Servants  that  attended  on  his  Children, 
at  which  he  was  fo  exafperated,  that  he  lent 
for  the  Conftable  of  the  Tower,  the  Lord  Ni¬ 
cholas  de  la  Beebe ,  and  committed  him  to  Pri- 
fon,  as  he  did  alfo  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon* 
don  Andrew  Aubry ,  the  Lord  Thomas  Wake, 
Sir  John  St.  Paul  Keeper  of  the  Great-Seal, 
Sir  John  Stonore  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
Kings-Bench ,  Michael  IV %th ,  Henry  Stratford , 
and  Robert  Chickwell  Clerks  in  Chancery ,  and 
Philip  Chickwell  Clerk  of  the  Exchequer : 
And  foon  after  he  caus’d  to  be  apprehended 
Sir  John  Poltney  Alderman  of  London ,  Sir 

William 
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William  de  la  Pole  Baron  of  the  Exchequer, 

Sir  William  Sharejhall  one  of  rhe  Juftices  °f  JJTeTz 
the  Kings- Bench,  Sir  Richard  Willoughby  De- 
puty  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  Sir  John  Shardelow 
and  Sir  Phomas  Ferrers  *,  and  Dr.  Robert  Strat¬ 
ford  Bifhop  of  Chichefter  and  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  England ,  with  Dr.  Robert  Northborougb 
Bifhop  of  Coventry  and  Lord  Treafurer  of 
England ,  were  turn’d  out  of  their  Places, 
the  King  threatning  to  fend  them  to  Flanders , 
to  remain  as  Pledges  for  the  Money  he  ow’d 
there:  For  all  thefe  Great  Men  were  impri- 
fon’d  or  turn’d  out,  on  Pretence  of  their  ha¬ 
ving  imbezled  the  Aids  granted  the  King  in 
the  late  Parliament,  or  having  obftru&ed 
their  being  levied  in  due  time  to  fupply  the 
King’s  Troops  in  the  Lovj -Countries.  All 
the  Sheriffs,  Receivers,  and  Officers  almoft, 
concern’d  in  the  Publick  Revenues  were  dif- 
plac’d  or  imprifon’d  on  the  fame  Pretence, 
and  Juftices  were  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  Defaults  of  Colleftors,  and  other  Officers 
concern’d  in  the  Receipt  of  the  Taxes,  of 
whom  many  were  convicted  and  fin’d,  or  o- 
therways  punifh’d.  But  againft  none  was  the  TheArcL 
King  more  exafperated  than  the  Archbiffiop  bifhop  of 
of  Canterbury,  whom  he  had  conftituted  his 
Prime  Minifter  during  his  Abfence,  and  to  pi  ‘ 
whofe  Practices,  fome  about  the  King  had 
fuggefted,  the  not  fupplying  the  Armies  in 
Flanders  with  Money  was  principally  to  be 
afcrib’d  ;  which  forc’d  the  King  to  make  that 
difhonourahle  Truce,  and  raife  the  Siege  of 
P ournay ,  when  he  was  upon  the  point  of  car¬ 
rying  the  Place,  as  the  King  complains  in  his 
Letters  ;  and  had  not  the  Archbiffiop  re¬ 
mov’d  from  Lambeth  to  Canterbury  juft  before 
the  King’s  Arrival,  the  Weight  of  his  Dif- 

LI  2  pleafure 
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^.D.1340  pleafure  would  have  fallen  upon  that  Prelate, 
'j  for  he  fent  his  Officers  to  Lambeth  in  order  to 

have  apprehended  him.  But  whether  at  laft  the 
Archbiffiop  had  betray’d  hisTruft,  or  adted  un¬ 
faithfully  in  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Publick 
Affairs,  remains  a  Queftion  at  this  Day.  I  ffiall 
however  give  an  Abftradf  of  theCharge  againft 
him,  and  the  Archbifhop’s  Defence,  as  it  tends 
to  clear  up  the  Hiftory  of  thofe  Times. 

The  Archbiffiop  being  retir’d  to  his  Pa¬ 
lace  of  Canterbury ,  the  King  fent  Sir  Nicho¬ 
las  Cantilupe  to  him,  (attended  by  a  Notary) 
who  declar’d  that  the  Archbiffiop  having 
bound  himfelf  under  a  great  Penalty  to  fee 
fuch  Sums  of  Money  paid  as  the  King  had 
borrow’d  in  the  Low-Countries  for  the  Service 
of  the  War,  and  the  King  having  been  difap- 
pointed  of  receiving  the  Supplies  granted 
him,  by  the  Pradlices  of  that  Prelate,  where¬ 
by  his  Enterprize  againft  France  mifcarried, 
requir’d  that  he  would  either  pay  the  Money 
immediately  to  his  Creditors,  who  perpetual¬ 
ly  call’d  upon  his  Highnefs  for  it,  or  that  he 
would  go  over  to  Flanders  and  remain  a 
Hoftage  for  it,  till  the  whole  Sum  for  which 
The  Arch-  t^ie  Archbiffiop  had  engag’d  was  fatisfied.  * 
bifhop  de-  To  which  his  Grace  only  anfwer’d,  That  he 
fends  him-  muff  take  Time  to  confider  of  Matters  of 
that  Moment.  But  fame  time  after,  wrote 
to  the  King,  defiring  him  not  to  give  Credit 
to  falfe  Suggeflions,  form’d  only  to  difturb 
his  own  and  the  Kingdom’s  Peace  ;  and  find¬ 
ing  the  King  was  not  to  be  pacified  by  thefe 
Means,  he  conven’d  an  Affembly  of  the  Cler- 

 gy 

*  The  Earl  cf  Derby,  afterwards  Duke  of  Lancafter, 
nvas  during  this  War  actually  left  as  a  Prifoner  or  Hof  age  in 
the  Low-Countries,  for  the  Payment  of  the  Money  the  King 
had  borrow'd  there,  as  appears  by  an  Infrutnent  in  Rymer'i 
Ads  of  State.  Vol.  V.  p,  z\j. 
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gy  and  Laity  in  the  Cathedral  of  Canterbury, 
where  he  entertain’d  them  with  a  long  Dif- 
courfe,  in  which  he  highly  commended  Tbo. 
Becket,  one  of  his  Predeceffors  in  that  See, 
who  withdrew  himfclf  from  Temporal  Af¬ 
fairs  to  attend  the  Concerns -of  the  Church, 
blaming  himfelf  that  he  had  laid  afide  the 
Care  of  his  Flock,  and  been  taken  up  wholly 
in  managing  the  King’s  Affairs,  for  which, 
with  Tears  in  his  Eyes,  he  confels’d  he  juftly 
merited  the  Trouble  that  was  now  brought 
upon  him  ;  but  faid,  for  the  future  he  would 
apply  himfelf  more  diligently  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  his  Province.  Then  with  the 
dreadful  Ceremonies  of  Bell,  Book,  and  Can¬ 
dle,  he  publifh’d  an  Excommunication  againft 
all  thofe  who  fhould  difturb  the  Peace  of  the 
King  or  Kingdom,  and  particularly  againft 
fuch  Laymen  as  fhould  lay  violent  Hands 
on  the  Perfons,  Goods,  or  Lands  of  Clergy¬ 
men,  or  who  fhould  violate  the  Liberties  of 
the  Church  ;  and  againft  thofe  who  fhould  be 
the  Authors  of  falfe  Calumnies,  particularly 
in  relation  to  Archbifhops  and  Bifnops,  oc- 
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caftoning  them  thereby  to  incur  the  King’s 
A.nger,  and  to  be  profecuted  for  Treafon  or 
Felony.  And  afterwards  commanded  the 
Bifhop  of  London ,  and  all  his  Suffragans,  to 
publifh  the  like  Excommunication  in  their  The 
refpedtive  Churches.  Kings 

The  King  in  order  to  obviate  the  ill  Ef-  Ammad- 
feeds  which  thefe  Proceedings  of  the  Arch-  hLpj'f01" 
bifhop  might  have  upon  the  People,  wrote  ceedings. 
to  the  Bifhop  of  London ,  declaring  that  it 
was  by  the  Perfuafton  of  that  Prelate  he  had 
enter’d  into  this  difficult  and  doubtful  War, 
to  recover  his  Inheritance  •,  but  that  he  who 
had  been  the  Author  of  the  War,  now  cqn- 
fpir’d  with  the  French  King  to  make  him  lay 

down 
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J.D  1340  down  his  Arms  and  difband  his  Forces  •,  that 
he  had  neither  furnifh’d  the  Army  with  Pro-* 
vifions  as  he  promis’d,  nor  Satisfied  the  King’s 
foreign  Creditors,  on  whole  Security  vaft 
Sums  had  been  taken  up  to  maintain  the 
War,  but  that  they  were  perpetually  impor¬ 
tuning  the  King  and  his  Lords  for  Payment 3 
and  laftly,  when  an  Account  of  the  A.rch- 
bifhop’s  Adminiftration  was  demanded,  he 
had  cunningly  fkreen’d  himfelf  under  pretend¬ 
ed  Excommunications  and  Church  Cenfures. 
'j.D. 1341  Soon  after  there  came  over  Agents  from 
the  Duke  of  Brabant ,  fent  to  the  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury ,  who  would  not  be  feen  by 
them.  Whereupon  they  fix’d  a  Writing  to 
the  High-Crofs  without  the  Priory-Gate  of 
Canterbury ,  citing  the  Archbifhop  to  appear 
and  anfwer  the  Debts  he  had  engag’d  to  pay 
in  the  Low-Countries ,  on  Account  of  the 
King  of  England ,  or  deliver  himfelf  up  as  a 
Pledge  or  Hoftage  for  the  Payment  of  them, 
as  he  had  fworn  to  do.  Much  about  the 
fame  time  a  Meffenger  arriv’d  with  a  Letter 
from  the  King  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of 
Canterbury ,  of  the  fame  tenour  with  that  the 
King  had  fent  to  the  Bifhop  of  London , 
which  the  Prior  communicated  to  the  Arch¬ 
bifhop  3  who  order’d  it  to  be  read  publickly 
in  the  Cathedral  at  Canterbury.  After  which 
the  Archbifhop  having  anfwer’d  every  Parti¬ 
cular  contain’d  in  it  before  the  Audience,  re¬ 
duc’d  the  Subftance  of  his  Difcourfeto  Writ¬ 
ing,  and  fent  it  in  a  Letter  to  the  King. 

Herein  he  tells  his  Highnels,  that  many 
Princes  by  Evil  Counfellors  had  been  reduc’d 
to  great  Extremities  3  that  his  Majefly  in  the 
beginning  of  his  Reign,  was  in  the  Hands 
of  fqch  who  had  very  near  loft  hint  the  Hearts. 

of 
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of  his  People,  but  God  had  deliver’d 
him  from  them,  and  having  been  govern’d 
fince  by  the  good  Advice  of  his  Prelates, 

Peers,  and  the  Council  of  the  Nation,  his 
Affairs  had  been  fo  well  manag’d,  that  he 
entirely  poffels’d  the  Affections  of  his  Sub¬ 
jects,  as  well  Spiritual  as  Temporal,  who 
had  given  him  greater  Aids  than  any  of  his 
Predeceffors,  by  which  Means  he  had  ob¬ 
tain’d  many  glorious  Victories  over  his  Ene¬ 
mies  in  Scotland  and  France ,  and  was  at  this 
time  efteem’d  the  nobleft  Prince  in  Chnften- 
dom.  But  by  the  perverfe  Counfel  of  fome 
Men,  he  had  of  late  caus’d  Clergymen  and 
Others  to  be  feiz’d  without  legal  Procefs, 
againft  his  Coronation  Oath  and  Magna 
Charta ,  which  he  was  bound  to  obferve  •,  the 
Infringers  of  which  Charter  had  been  declar’d 
Excommunicated,  both  by  the  Pope’s  Bull 
and  the  Prelates  of  this  Kingdom.  That  if 
his  Majefty  proceeded  in  this  manner,  he 
would  lofe  both  the  Hearts  of  his  own  Peo¬ 
ple  and  his  Allies,  and  not  only  be  difabled 
to  maintain  the  War  for  the  Recovery  of  his 
Rights  abroad,  but  hazard  the  Lofs  of  the 
Kingdom  he  poffefs’d,  and  his  own  Reputa¬ 
tion.  Wherefore  he  advifes  him  to  fummon 
the  Grand  Council  of  the  Nation,  without 
whofe  Advice  he  could  neither  make  Con- 
quefts  abroad  nor  Rule  well  at  home.  And 
fince  thofe  about  the  King  had  charg’d  him 
with  Treafon  and  Breach  of  T ruff,  he  did 
thereby  Excommunicate  them,  and  as  the 
King’s  Spiritual  Father,  befought  him  to 
efteem  them  fo. 

He  defir’d  alfo,  that  it  might  be  examin’d 
before  an  Affembly  of  the  Peers,  into  whofe 
Elands  the  Wool  and  Money  granted  for  the 

War 


264  The  History  of  England. 

War  came,  and  by  whofe  Default  the  King 
~  was  compell’d  to  rife  from  before  Tournay  in 
t^at  dilhonourable  manner,  and  that  thofe 
who  were  guilty  might  be  punifh’d,  but  that 
he  would  not  condemn  his  Subjects  unheard. 
He  advifes  the  King  alfo  to  confider,  that  he 
had  Occafion  for  the  Affiftance  of  all  his  Sub¬ 
jects,  Clergy  and  Laity,  in  this  arduous 
War;  and  obferves,  that  all  was  little  enough 
to  fupport  it,  and  preferve  his  Majefty’s  and 
the  Kingdom’s  Honour.  He  concludes  with 
excufmg  himfelf  for  the  Freedom  of  his  Ad¬ 
vice,  and  a  Prayer  that  the  King  might  be 
always  Victorious. 

To  the  The  Archbifhop  wrote  alfo  to  Sir  Robert 
Lord  Bourchier  the  Lord  Chancellor,  acquainting 
Chancellor  pjn-^  that  the  Tenths  granted  by  the  Clergy 
to  the*10n  were  g"lven  uPon  Condition  they  fhould  not 
Taxes  laid  be  burthen’d  with  any  other  Tax  ;  and  that 
on  the  at  the  Parliament  held  in  Mid-Lent ,  where 

Clergy.  the  ninth  Fleece,  the  ninth  Lamb,  and  ninth 

Sheaf  were  granted  by  the  Laity,  it  was  pro¬ 
vided,  that  no  Prelate  or  any  of  the  Clergy 
fhould  be  oblig’d  to  contribute  towards  it, 
but  only  fuch  as  held  by  Barony,  and  were 
bound  to  come  to  Parliament,  and  that  fuch 
of  the  Clergy  as  were  oblig’d  to  pay  the 
Ninth  fhould  not  pay  the  Tenth  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  many  of  the  Clergy  had 
been  compell’d  by  the  Collectors  to  pay  both 
the  Ninth  and  Tenth.  Whereupon  he  ex¬ 
horts  the  Chancellor  not  to  fuffer  the  Eccle- 
fiafticks  to  be  thus  abus’d  and  opprefs’d,  and 
the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  the  Church 
fubverted  ;  but  that  if  any  Precept  contrary 
to  Magna  Charta  or  the  Privileges  of  the 
Church  had  iffu’d  out  of  Chancery ,  he  fhould 
caufe  it  to  be  revok’d  within  ten  Days  after 

the 
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the  Receipt  of  thefe  Letters,  or  fuch  Reme-  ^.D.1341 
dies  would  be  taken  as  the  Church  allow’d.  ”  ~~ 

The  Archbifhop  alfo  fent  a  Remonllrance 
to  the  King  and  Council,  requiring  that  all 
Clergymen  and  others  who  had  been  illegally 
imprifon’d  fhould  be  fet  at  Liberty,  threat- 
ning  thofe  with  Excommunication  who  were 
concern’d  in  fuch  illegal  Commitments,  ex¬ 
cept  the  King  and  Queen  and  their  Children, 
and  order’d  his  Suffragans  publickly  to  de¬ 
nounce  the  Curfe  of  Excommunication  a- 
gainft  thofe  who  invaded  the  Privileges  of  the 
Church. 

The  King  hereupon  wrote  to  the  Bifhop  of  TheKing’s 
London,  obferving  that  nothing  was  fo  com-  Apology 
mon  as  for  Subjects  to  abufe  the  Favour  of 
their  Princes.  That  in  the  beginning  of  his  and 
Reign,  on  the  taking  the  Government  into  Charge  a- 
his  Hands,  he  call’d  the  Bifhop  of  IVincheJter , 
now  Canterbury ,  to  his  Council,  and  fuppo-  ^ 
fmg  him  to  be  endow’d  with  great  Loyalty 
and  Difcretion,  made  Ufe  of  his  Advice  both 
in  his  Spiritual  and  Temporal  Concerns,  and 
receiv’d  hirn  into  fuch  Familiarity  and  Favour 
that  the  Archbifhcp  was  call’d  his  Father, 
and  next  to  the  King  rever’d  by  all  Men. 

That  the  Archbifhop,  by  his  Importuni¬ 
ties,  prevail’d  on  him  to  enter  into  a  War  for 
the  Recovery  of  his  Inheritance  the  Kingdom 
of  France,  and  to  make  Alliances  with  fe- 
veral  of  the  German  Princes  for  that  End, 
promifing  that  he  would  fee  the  King  abun¬ 
dantly  fupply’d  out  of  his  Revenues,  ajid  by 
other  Ways  and  Means  •,  adding,  that  if  the 
King  would  provide  Men  of  Courage  and 
Condudt,  he  would  furnifh  Money  for  the 
Payment  of  them.  Whereupon  his  Majefty 
having  pafs’d  the  Seas,  and  fet  his  Hand  to 
Vol.  XVII,  M  m  great 
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*"*  “  and  bound  himfelf  in  vaft  Sums  to  his  Confe-1;] 

d  rates  in  Profpedt  of  the  afcre-mention’d 
A:d,  he  found  at  length  he  had  put  his  Confi-  , 
dence  in  a  broken  Reed,  being  difappointed '] 
of  the  promis’d  Supplies,  and  compell’d  un-  ] 
der  heavy  Ufury  to  contract  an  in  fuppor  table] 
Debt  •,  to  delift  from  his  Enterprize  fo  hap¬ 
pily  begun,  and  return  to  England ,  where 
acquainting  the  Archbifhop  with  his  manifold 
Vexations  and  Misfortunes,  a  Parliament  was 
call’d,  that  gave  him  the  ninth  of  their  Corn, 
Lambs  and  Wool,  and  the  Clergy  gave  him  a 
Tenth,  which  Supplies,  had  they  been  faith- j 
fully  colledted  and  levy’d  in  due  time,  would 
have  been  fufficient  to  have  paid  his  Debts, 
and  carry’d  on  the  W ar  with  Succefs :  And 
that  then  the  Archbifhop  promis’d  again  to 
fee  them  well  colledted,  and  to  furnifh  the 
Army  with  Provifions,  upon  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  depending,  affembled  a  great  Fleet  and 
Army  and  crofs’d  the  Seas  to  Flanders ,  and 
by  the  Way  engag’d  the  Enemy  in  a  clofe 
Fight,  obtaining  a  fignal  Vidtory.  That 
after  this  he  march’d  forwards  into  the  Ene¬ 
my’s  Country  with  a  gallant  Army,  and  laid 
Siege  fo  T 'ournay ,  which  was  carried  on  with 
infinite  Labour  and  Difficulty ;  and  tho’  he 
ftnt  Exprefs  after  Exprefs  to  the  Archbifhop 
and  ti  e  Regency,  that  uniefs  they  made 
fpeedy  Remittances  to  him,  it  would  be  im- 
pofilble  to  fucceed  in  that  Attempt,  and  that 
a  ftafonable  Supply  oi  Money  would  enable 
him  to  reap  the  Fruits  of  his  Labours  in  a 
fbort  time,  yet  he  could  receive  no  fatisfadtory 
Aniwer  from  them,  every  one  minding  his 
own  private  Profit  and  neglecting  the  Pub- 
lick,  or  ratherfraudulently  and  malicioufly  en- 
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flavouring  to  defeat  the  Enterprize  he  was  ^.£>1341 
engag’d  in  •,  fo  that  when  he  was  upon  the  ~ 7g~7" 
Point  of  triumphing  over  his  Enemies,  he 
was  conftrain’d,  for  want  of  neceffary  Sup¬ 
plies,  to  accept  a  fhameful  Truce,  to  the  no 
final!  Joy  of  his  Adverfaries *  and  returning 
ir  0  Flanders  empty  of  Money  and  full  of 
Debt,  neither  nis  own  nor  his  Friends  Purfes 
being  fu  Ament  for  his  Neceffities,  and  to  pay 
3 if  the  Foreign  Auxiliaries,  he  was  forc’d  to 
plunge  himfelf  into  the  devouring  Gulpn  of 
Ufury,  and  fubmit  his  Shoulders  to  various 
Burthens,  infupportable  Debts.  That  in  this 
Exig:  nee  aifembling  his  Confederates  Gene¬ 
rals  and  Officers,  the  faithful  Companions  of 
his  Labours  and  Diftreffes,  they  unanimoufly 
agreed  that  the  protracting  the  War,  and 
the  manifold  Inconveniences  arifmg  from  the 
Want  of  Supplies,  all  happen’d  thro’  the 
Fault  and  Negligence,  if  not  Malice,  of  the 
Archbifhop,  to  whofe  Care  his  Majefcy  had 
committed  the  Affairs  of  the  whole  Kingdom* 
and  they  wonder’d  he  had  fo  long  fuffer’d  the 
Infolence  of  the  Archbifhop  and  his  Officers 
to  go  unpunifh’d,  declaring  that  if  a  fpeedy 
Remedy  was  not  apply’d  to  thefe  Evils  they 
muft  quit  the  Service,  and  renounce  their  Al¬ 
liances,  to  the  Subverfion  of  the  Kingdom,  his 
Dwn  perpetual  Infamy,  and  the  eternal  Re¬ 
proach  of  the  Englijh  Nation. 

Whereupon  intending  the  Correftion  of  his 
Miniflers,  fome  of  whom  he  had  Reafon  to 
believe  were  guilty  of  Maleadminiftration, 
fubverfion  of  Juftice,  Oppreffion,  Bribery, 
and  other  heinous  Offences,  he  had  difplac’d 
fome  and  caus’d  others  to  be  imprifon’d  *  and 
believing  the  Archbifhop,  with  whom  he  had 
trufted  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Govern- 
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*ate  to  come  t0  London,  and  confer  perfonally 
with  him  •,  but  the  Archbifhop  pretending 
fome  Mifchief  was  intended  him,  refus’d  to 
ftir  from  his  Church  at  Canterbury,  tho’,  God 
was  his  Witnefs,  he  never  intended  that  Pre¬ 
late  any  Hurt,  nor  he  believ’d  any  about  him, 
tho’  the  Archbifhop’s  Suggeftion  was  levell’d 
chiefly  againft  the  Earl  of  Derby ,  to  whom, 
as  well  as  to  all  his  Subjects,  the  Archbifhop 
had  render’d  himfelf  Odious.  Whereupon, 
to  remove  this  Prelate’s  Fears,  the  King  fent 
him  a  fafe  Conduct  under  the  Great  Seal,  re¬ 
quiring  at  the  fame  time  his  perfonal  Atten¬ 
dance,  and  an  Account  of  his  Adminiftration. 
To  which  he  infolently  and  haughtily  an- 
fwer’d,  That  he  would  neither  appear  or  coni¬ 
fer  with  the  King  but  in  full  Parliament  $ 
which  at  that  time,  upon  good  Reafons,  it : 
was  not  expedient  to  call. 

Thus  the  Archbifhop,  who  had  been  ad¬ 
vanc’d  by  the  Royal  Bounty  to  great  Wealth: 
and  Honours,  and  admitted  into  an  intimate 
Familiarity  and  Friendfhip  with  his  Prince, 
and  been  intrufted  with  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Government,  wholly  forgetful  of  the  Be¬ 
nefits  he  had  receiv’d,  with  Arrogance  and 
Pride  purfu’d  his  Benefactor,  declar’d  that  the 
King  abus’d  his  Power,  difcountenanc’d  Ju- 
ftice,  opprefs’d  the  Laity,  confounded  the 
Clergy,  and  burthen’d  the  Holy  Church  with 
divers  Exactions,  Taxes  and  Talliages,  cloak¬ 
ing  his  Foxcraft  with  a  feign’d  Zeal  for  the 
Church,  which  if  it  had  fuffer’d  in  this  Reign, 
it  was  to  be  afcrib’d  to  the  Remifsnefs  of  the 
Archbifhop  and  his  evil  and  crafty  Devices, 
who  £retend£d  alfp  by  publifhing  certain  Sen¬ 
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tences  of  Excommunication  long  fmce,_  made 
in  general  againft  the  Violaters  of  the  Church  J  1,Ed' 
and  Magna  Charta ,  to  ruin  the  good  Opinion 
the  People  had  of  the  King,  defame  his  Mi- 
nifters,  and  trajteroufly  ftir  up  Sedition,  and 
withdraw  from  his  Majefty  the  Hearts  of  the 
Nobility. 

The  King  therefore,  to  defend  his  Fame, 
and  obviate  the  Malice  of  the  Archbifhop, 
befides  the  Fads  he  had  already  charg’d  him 
with,  declar’d,  that  in  his  Minority,  by  that 
Prelate’s  evil  Advice,  he  made  fo  many  pro^ 
digal  Donations,  unlawful  Alienations  and 
excefiive  Largeffes,  that  his  Exchequer  was 
wholly  exhaufted,  and  his  Revenues  dimi- 
nifh’d.  That  being  corrupted  with  Bribes  he 
had  releas’d  to  feveral  Perfons  vaft  Sums  of 
Money  owing  to  the  Crown,  without  any 
Proiped  of  Advantage,  and  had  apply’d  to 
the  Ufe  of  himfelf  and  his  Friends,  and  o- 
ther  ill-deferving  Perfons,  the  Royal  Rents 
and  Revenues  and  being  an  Accepter  of 
Perfons  as  well  as  Bribes,  contrary  to  his 
Oath,  had  admitted  into  feveral  publick 
Offices  unworthy  Men,  rejecting  others  that 
were  duly  qualified  for  them,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  State  and  Royal  Dignity,  and  no 
fmall  Damage  of  the  People. 

To  this  fevere  Charge  the  Archbifhop  an-  The  Arch, 
fwer’d,  That  the  Priefts  of  Chrift  ought  to  bifhop’s 
be  acdbunted  both  F athers  and  Mafters  of  An‘w'er 
Kings  and  Princes  :  That  many  Prelates  had  charge, 
excommunicated  both  Kings  and  Emperors ; 
Whatever  Priefts  therefore  offended  by  Error, 
merely  human,  neither  could  nor  ought  to  be 
punifh’d  by  the  Secular  Powers.  He  defir’d 
his  Majefty  therefore  to  confider  what  PunifJi- 
pien£  that  Son  deferv’d  who  uncover’d  the 

Naked-. 
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'.AD. 1341  Nakednefs  of  his  Father,  and  wickedly  de- 

”T" 1  “  fam’d  his  innocent  Parent,  (to  wnom  he  ought 

to  yield  all  Reverence  and  Honour;  by  fend¬ 
ing  his  Royal  Letters  Patents,  or  rather  no¬ 
torious  Libels,  didated  by  his  Enemies,  and 
containing  various  Crimes  and  falfe  invented 
Reproaches,  to  be  publifh’d  by  all  his  Suffra¬ 
gans  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  in  order 
to  bring  him  into  Contempt  with  his  Flock, 
prefuming  to  judge  even  tne  Lord  God  him- 
iclf  in  the  Perfons  of  his  Minifters  and  Priefts, 
condemning  his  Spiritual  Father  and  the  firft 
Peer  of  the  Realm  unheard  and  unconvided. 
That  it  was  not  thro’  any  Arrogance  or  Con- 
fcioufnefs  of  Guilt  he  refus’d  to  appear  before 
his  Highnefs,  (for  he  defir’d  to  fee  his  Face 
above  all  mortal  Men  that  he  might  difprove 
thofe  falfe  Infinuations  his  Flatterers  daily  fug- 
gefted  to  him)  but  upon  Notice  that  certain 
of  his  principal  Counfellors  near  his  Perfon 
had  given  out  Menaces  of  Death  againft  him, 
till  their  Rage  had  fpent  itfelf  therefore  he 
deferr’d  coming  into  his  Prefence.  However 
to  manifeft  his  Innocence  he  fhould  make  lome 
Reply  to  the  Charge  contain’d  in  the  King’s 
Letters ;  and  in  the  firfb  Place  he  obferves. 
That  the  King  was  put  upon  making  his 
Claim  to  the  Crown  of  France  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  Reign,  before  his  Grace  was  con¬ 
cern’d  in  the  Adminiftration,  and  therefore 
the  entering  upon  this  War  ought  not  to  be 
aferib’d  to  his  Advice.  That  on  the  contrary 
he  had  been  concern’d  in  feveral  Negotiations 
of  Peace  between  the  King  and  Philip  of 
Valois ,  in  which  large  Offers  had  been  made 
In  order  to  procure  an  Accommodation  ;  but 
Philip  rejeded  them,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fitted  out  Fleets  to  Infult  the  Englijh  Coafts 
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and  Shipping,  and  with  an  Army  invaded  the  A.D.  1341 
Province  of  Gafcogny  ;  fo  that  in  Fa£t  the 
War  was  begun  by  the  French  and  not  by  the  ^^>3 
Englifh .  To  oppofe  whom,  and  recover  the 
King’s  Inheritance  the  Crown  of  France ,  it 
was  refolv’d  at  a  Parliament  held  at  Weft- 
minfier ,  that  Alliances  fhould  be  enter’d  into 
with  the  Germans  and  others ;  and  at  a  Coun¬ 
cil  .  held  at  Stamford  Agreements  were  made 
with  certain  Englifh  Merchants,  which  if  they 
had  been  obferv’d  would,  with  the  Subfidies 
given  by  the  Clergy  and  People  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  War,  and  the  great  Cuftoms  on 
Wools,  not  only  in  his  Opinion  but  in  the 
Judgment  of  the  whole  Council,  have  been 
lufhcient  to  have  carried  on  the  War ;  and 
his  Highnefs  very  well  knew  that  the  faid 
Agreements  were  neither  violated  or  chang’d 
by  his  Grace,  nor  did  any  of  the  Subfidies 
pafs  thro’  his  Hands.  If  any  Misfortune 
therefore  had  happen’d  for  want  of  Money, 
it  ought  to  be  afcrib’d  to  thofe  who  had 
broken  the  faid  Agreements,  and  wickedly 
wafted  and  embezled  the  Subfidies,  and  not 
to  him  who  had  born  the  Burthen  and  Heat  of 
the  Day,  attended  the  King  in  Flanders  at 
his  own  Charges,  and  been  a  Sharer  in  his 
Troubles  and  Diftrefles,  entering  into  feveral 
grievous  Obligations  for  the  Payment  of  the 
King’s  Debts. 

As  to  the  Supply  rais’d  by  the  ninth  Sheaf, 

&c.  the  Reafon  that  was  not  fent  over  to  the 
Netherlands  was,  becaule  his  Highnefs,  by  the 
Advice  of  his  Council,  had  affign’d  over  the 
Produce  of  the  firft  Year  for  the  Payment  of  fe¬ 
veral  of  his  Creditors.  Nor  could  the  flow  Re¬ 
turn  of  that  Subfic’y  be  imputed  to  his  Grace, 
the  feveral  T  erms  for  the  Payment  of  it  having 
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been  adjufted  in  Parliament.  And  the  Arch- 
bifhop  and  Council  had  reprefented  to  his 
Highnefs,  that  without  his  perfonal  Appear¬ 
ance  they  could  not  help  him.  That  before 
the  King’s  Return  there  was  but  little  of  the 
faid  Subfidy  paid.  It  would  come  into  the 
Hands  of  the  prefent  Miniftry. 

That  it  was  notout  of  Arrogance  or  Con¬ 
tempt  that  he  negleded  to  appear  before  his 
Highnefs,  but  his  juft  Fears  of  his  Enemies  \ 
for  tho’  the  King  fent  him  a  fafe  Conduct,  he 
ifiu’d  a  Precept  to  the  Sheriff  of  Kent  the  fame 
Day  to  take  him  into  Cuftody  and  detain  him 
till  he  had  given  an  Account  of  his  Admini- 
ftration  •,  and  befides,  the  King’s  Commands 
feem’dcontradidtory,  for  by  one  he  command¬ 
ed  him  to  go  over  to  the  Low  Countries  imme¬ 
diately  and  remain  there  as  a  Pledge  for  his 
Debts,  and  by  the  other  he  order’d  him  to 
appear  before  him  and  confer  with  him  on 
Affairs  of  State.  That  he  always  was,  and 
ever  fnould  be  ready,  in  the  Prefence  of  his 
Majefty,  the  Prelates  and  Peers.of  the  Land, 
to  anfwer  what  fhould  be  obje&ed  againft 
him,  and  ftand  to  the  Judgment  of  his  Peers ; 
(his  State  and  Order  preferv’d)  but  thofe  who 
endeavour’d  to  prevent  the  Meeting  of  the 
Parliament,  pretending  there  was  no  lawful 
Caufe  for  aftembling  them,  declin’d  the  ha¬ 
ving  Matters  truely  and  fairly  examin’d. 

As  to  the  Archbifhop’s  having  been  exalted 
by  the  Royal  Bounty,  and  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  Government  committed  to  his 
Care,  he  anfwer’d,  That  he  had  apply’d 
himfelf  with  all  Sincerity,  Loyalty  and  Dili¬ 
gence,  in  difcharge  of  the  Truft  repos’d  in  J 
him  for  the  King’s  Honour  and  the  Weal  of 
the  Kingdom.  That  negle&ing  his  proper 

Bufinefs 


EDWARD  ill. 

bufinefs,  he  had  labour’d  Day  and  Night  in 
the  Service  of  his  Highnefs,  as  well  by  Sea 
as  Land,  whereby  he  had  impair’d  his  Health 
and  wafted  his  Eftate,  and  in  a  manner  made 
himfelf  a  Beggar  ;  and  by  too  zealoufly  pro¬ 
moting  the  Advantage  of  the  King  and  his 
Realm  had  loft  the  Affections  both  of  the 
Clergy  and  People,  as  was  evident  to  all  the 
"World. 

As  to  his-  defaming  the  King,  it  was  but 
too  true  that  by  the  damnable  Prefumption 
of  his  Officers  (without  the  King’s  Concur¬ 
rence)  the  Laity  had  been  more  than  ufually 
opprefs’d,  and  the  Clergy  burthen’d  with  di¬ 
vers  Taxations  which  they  never  granted. 
The  People  alfo  were:  govern’d  by  new  and 
unufual,  not  to  fay  arbitrary  Laws,  infomuch 
that  their  Subftance  was  fcarce  fufficient  to 
fuftain  Life,  and  would  at  laft,  (unlefs  God 
avert)  to  his  great  Reproach,  be  reduc’d  to 
extreme  Poverty,  which  things  were  not 
faid  with  an  Intent  to  defame  the  King  or  his 
Miniftry,  but  that  his  Majefty  might  provide 
a  timely  Remedy,  and  not  by  repeated  Grie¬ 
vances  lofe  the  AffeCtion  of  his  People  •,  and 
tho’  he  was  charg’d  with  Poxcraft  and  feign’d 
Zeal  by  the  Dictator  of  the  King’s  Letters, 
he  defir’d  it  might  be  remember’d  that  his 
Grace,  with  the  Prelates  and  Clergy  of  his 
Province,  had  interpos’d  for  the  Relief  of  the 
King’s  Neceffities,  and  the  Profit,  or  rather 
Salvation  of  his  Kingdom,  which  with  their 
own  Eyes  they  beheld  expos’d  to  innumerable 
Dangers,  doing  all  that  in  them  lay  by  pro¬ 
curing  Taxes  and  Subftdies  to  be  granted,  to 
the  great  Burthen  of  the  Clergy. 

And  whereas  he  is  charg’d  with  traiteroufly 
ftirring  up  the  People  to  Sedition  by  his  Ex- 
Vo  h,  XVII,  N  n  com- 
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vf.D.1341  communications,  he  acknowledges  his  de» 
nouncing  the  Sentence  of  Excommunication 
againft  the  Breakers  of  Magna  Charta ,  but 
always  excepted  the  King  and  Queen  and 
their  Children,  and  no  body  could  be  defam’d 
becaufe  no  body  was  nam’d.  And  God  he 
laid  was  his  Witnefs  that  he  had  always  pub- 
lickly  and  privately  promoted  the  King’s  fil¬ 
tered,  and  endeavour’d  to  infpire  both  the 
Nobility  and  Commonalty  with  a  Love  and 
Efteem  of  his  Perfon  and  Zeal  for  his  Ser¬ 


vice.- 

And  as  to  the  prodigal  Donations,  unlaw¬ 
ful  Alienations  and  Relaxations  of  publick 
Money  due  to  the  Crown,  which  he  is  charg’d 
to  have  advis’d  during  the  King’s  Minority* 
he  reply’d,  he  had  often  oppos’d  fuch  Dona¬ 
tions  and  Relaxations,  by  which  he  had  in- 
curr’d  the  ill  Will  of  many  great  Men  ;  and 
he  knew  of  no  Relaxations  that  had  been 
made  but  where  the  Crown  gain’d  an  Advan¬ 
tage  by  them,  as  in  the  laft  Parliament, 
when  the  ninth  was  granted  in  Confideration 
of  fuch  a  Relaxation. 

That  he  had  never  apply’d  the  Rents  or 
Revenues  of  the  Crown  to  his  own  or  his  De¬ 
pendant’s  Ufe  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  in  the 
Service  of  the  King,  his  Father  and  Grandfa¬ 
ther,  had  crofs’d  the  Seas  30  times,  and  often 
gone  to  and  from  Scotland  upon  Negotiations 
at  his  own  Expence,  never  having  receiv’d, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Wars  to  that  time, 
more  than  three  hundred  Pounds  out  of  the 
King’s  Exchequer. 

That  he  had  never  accepted  a  Bribe  for 
preferring  any  one  to  a  publick  Office,  but 
had  fill’d  all  Places  with  worthy  Perfons  as 
far  as  he  could  difcern  their  Abilities,  And 
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it  any  one  fhould  charge  him  with  receiving 
Gifts  orMoney,  he  was  ready  to  anfwer  them 
whenever  his  Majefty  pleas’d,  in  a  legal  Way. 
And  if  he  might,  with  a  fafe  Confidence,  re¬ 
veal  the  Secrets  of  the  Council,  he  could  ea- 
fily  fhow  to  whom  the  Failures  fo  much  com¬ 
plain’d  of  ought  to  be  imputed. 

Not  long  after  a  Parliament  was  fummon’d 
to  meet  on  the  9th  of  April,  being  EafterjVLon- 
day ,  to  which  the  Archbifhop  came  ;  but  the 
King’s  Steward  and  Chamberlain  met  him  at 
the  Door,  and  forbid  him  to  enter  the  Houfe 
until  he  had  taken  his  Trial  in  the  Exchequer 
in  relation  to  the  Crimes  laid  to  his  Charge  i 
whereupon  the  Archbifhop  went  into  the  Ex¬ 
chequer ,  and  took  a  Copy  of  the  Articles  ex¬ 
hibited  againft  him  ;  after  which,  with  the 
King’s  Leave,  he  enter’d  the  Parliament- 
Houfe,  defiring  he  might  clear  himfelf  there 
of  the  Crimes  with  which  he  was  charg’d. 
On  that  Day,  however,  there  was  nothing 
done,  but  on  Ehurfday  the  12  th  of  April  the 
Parliament  enter’d  into  a  Debate  whether  a 
Nobleman  ought  to  be  put  to  anfwer  in  any 
other  Court  but  before  his  Peers  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  this  Debate  held  till  the  19th  In- 
ffant,  a  Committee  of  twelve  Peers  being 
appointed  to  confider  of  the  Cafe  and  of  the 
Charge  brought  againft  the  Archbifhop. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Archbifhop  came  a- 
gain  to  Parliament,  but  was  denied  Admit¬ 
tance  by  the  Captain  of  the  Guard,  to  whom 
the  Archbifhop  laid  he  was  fummon’d  to  Par¬ 
liament  by  the  King’s  Writ,  that  he  was  the 
chief  Peer  of  the  Realm,  and  had  the  firft 
Voice  in  Parliament,  and  requir’d  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  in  Right  of  his  Church  of  Canterbury  ; 
ftjid  ftill  being  refus’d  Entrance,  he  took  his 
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A.D.  1341  Crofs  into  his  own  Hands,  protefting  he  would 
not  ftir  from  the  Place  till  the  King  gave  him 
Leave  to  come  into  Parliament.  And  fome 
reviling  and  calling  him  Traytor,  he  an- 
fwer’d,  The  Curfe  of  Almighty  God,  and  of  his 
Uejfed  Mother,  and  of  St.  Thomas,  and  mine , 
he  upon  the  Heads  of  thofe  that  inform  the  King 
fo.  And  at  length,  at  the  Xnterceffion  of  the 
Peers,  he  was  admitted  into  the  Parliament, 
where  he  offer’d  to  purge  himfelf  of  the 
Crimes  laid  to  his  Charge  in  a  legal  Way, 
but  he  was  referr’d  to  the  twelve  Peers  above- 
mention’d.*  And  on  the  19th  of  April  the 
King  coming  into  the  painted  Chamber,  the 
Archbifhop  humbled  himfelf  before  him,  and 


The  King  obtain’d  his  Pardon  at  the  Interceflion  of  the 
reconcil'd  wh0le  Parliament  •,  and  tho’  the  Archbifhop 
defir’d  to  make  his  Defence  to  the  Articles 
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exhibited  againft  him,  he  was  never  call’d 
upon  more,  hut  the  King  took  him  into  his 
Favour  again,  and  he  had  a  greater  Influence 
at  Court  than  ever. 

From  this  whole  Proceeding  it  appears  that 
on  the  War  the  Politicians  and  Generals  of  thofe  times 
vjhhFrance  were  as  much  miftaken  in  their  Opinions  con- 
Tj  ^  cerning  the  Conqueft  of  France ,  with  the 
ftradonat  Affiftance  of  their  Dutch  and  German  Allies, 
as  fome  ethers  have  been  in  our  Days.  The 
Englifh  took  the  whole  Charge  of  the  War 
upon  them,  and  impoverilh’d  themfelves  by 
infupportable  Taxes,  in  Expectation  that  they 
fhould  have  fet  their  King  upon  the  Throne  of 
France  in  a  Campaign  or  two  which  when 
they  found  to  be  impracticable,  the  Englifh 
Grandees  began  to  fall  out  among  themfelves, 
charging  one  another  as  the  Authors  of  their 
ill  Succefs  ;  and  as  the  Archbifhop  was  at  this 
ipme  Prime  Minifter,  it  was  very  natural  for 
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he  Storm  to  fall  chi. -fly  upon  him  ;  but  when  AD. 1341 
:hings  came  to  be  clear’d  up,  it  appear’d  that  ~ 

:he  Archbifhop  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  King’s 
Subjects  had  contributed  their  uttnoft  Endea¬ 
vours  towards  the  War,  but  that  the  prodi¬ 
gious  Expence,  firft  of  purchaftng  our  Dutch 
Allies,  and  then  maintaining  the  whole  Con¬ 
federate  Army,  was  a  Weight  too  heavy  for 
this  Nation  to  bear.  Our  Anceftors  were  fo 
Wife,  however,  not  to  mortgage'  the  King^ 
dom  for  Ages  to  come  in  the  Quarrel,  as  their 
Pofterity  did  afterwards,  to  fupport  an  unpro¬ 
fitable  War,  from  the  Continuance  whereof 
nothing  could  be  expeCted  but  the  aggran¬ 
dizing  a  few  Families.  If  France  had  been 
conquer’d,  the  Nation  in  general  would  have 
been  lofers  by  it,  we  fbould  probably  have 
been  made  a  Province  to  that  Kingdom,  as 
the  lefler  ever  is  to  the  greater  upon  a  Con- 
queft.  It  is  very  unhappy  that  we  never 
know  where  to  flop.  That  when  an  ambi¬ 
tious  Prince  is  reduc’d  within  Bounds,  and 
perfectly  difabled  from  infuking  his  Neigh¬ 
bours,  we  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  fheath  our 
Swords  till  we  have  made  an  entire  Conqueft 
of  his  Dominions.  The  Generals  and  Great 
Men  we  fee  were  difappointed  in  their  Ex¬ 
pectations,  they  had  conquer’d  France  in  their 
Imaginations,  and  allotted  themfelves  large 
Shares  in  that  Kingdom,  no  doubt  ;  and 
when  they  found  they  were  deceiv’d,  they 
fell  upon  the  Miniftry  as  the  Occafion  of  their 
Difgrace,  charging  them  with  being  in  the 
Intereft  of  France ,  and  an  hundred  o&her 
groundlefs  Calumnies,  when  the  Archbifhop 
and  the  other  great  Officers  of  State  were  fo 
far  from  enclining  that  Way,  that  they  had 
exerted  themfelves  beyond  their  Abilities,  and 
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ruin’d  their  Fortunes  in  the  Service,  and  hap^ 
py  was  it  for  the  Nation  that  there  were  then 
no  Banks  or  monftrous  Companies  in  the 
Kingdom,  or  our  Anceftors  probably  had 
contra&ed  as  great  a  Debt  then  as  their  Po- 
fterity  did  afterwards,  in  the  Abundance  of 
their  Zeal  for  making  an  entire  Conqueft  of 
France. 

It  is  evident  that  the  whole  Parliament  were 
convinc’d  of  the  Archbilhop’s  Integrity  and 
Innocence,  or  they  would  not  in  a  Body  have 
addrefs’d  the  King  to  be  reconcil’d  to  him. 
3Tis  true  he  had  infilled  on  being  exempted 
from  the  Temporal  Jurifdidtion,  and  feem’d 
at  firll  to  decline  giving  an  Account  of  his 
Adminiftration  j  but  this  was  purely  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  being  taken  into  Cuftody,  and  fa- 
crific’d  to  the  Rage  of  his  Enemies,  before 
his  Majefty  or  the  People  could  be  difabus’d, 
who  were  taught  to  believe  that  the  Arch- 
bilhop  had  been  the  Occafion  of  the  ill  Suc- 
cefs  of  the  War.  He  leems  alfo  to  have  been 
apprehenfive  that  he  fhould  have  been  affaf- 
finated  by  fome  about  the  King,  without  be¬ 
ing  allow’d  to  make  his  Defence,  or  at  lealt 
of  being  hurried  to  a  Trial  in  the  Exchequer „ 
before  Judges  or  Commiffioners  of  his  Ene¬ 
mies  appointing  ;  but  he  was  fo  far  from  de¬ 
clining  the  Judgment  of  his  Peers,  that  he 
conllantly  infilled  on  having  his  Adminillra- 
tion  fully  examin’d  before  them.  What  ex- 
afperated  the  Barons  and  Officers  of  the  Ar¬ 
my  who  were  with  the  King  in  the  Low- 
Countries  feems  to  be,  that  the  Archbiffiop 
would  not  fuffer  the  Money  that  had  been 
appropriated  by  the  King  and  Parliament  for 
die  Payment  of  the  Creditors  of  the  Pub- 
lick,  to  be  applied  to  the  Service  of  the  p/e- 
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lent  Year,  which  if  he  would  have  confented  ^.£>.1341 

to,  it  was  fuggefted,  Tournay  might  have  - - 

been  taken,  and  France  have  been  compell’d 
to  have  recogniz’d  King  Edward’s  Title. 

But  poffibly  the  Archbifhop  was  not  fo  fan- 
guine  as  to  think  France  would  be  fubdu’d 
by  the  Efforts  of  a  fingle  Campaign,  and  as 
the  War  was  like  to  continue  longer,  it  would 
have  been  very  dangerous  to  hav^broken  the 
Publick  Faith  with  the  Nation’s  Creditors;  be- 
fides  he  would  have  hazarded  his  own  Head  by 
confenting  to  it,  which  was  a  fufficient  Reafon 
againft  mifapplying  the  Publick  Treafure ;  and 
it  feems  this  was  the  Opinion  of  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  and  Lord  Treafurer,  who  were  both 
turn’d  out  alfo,  for  not  complying  with  the 
Leading  Men  in  the  Low-Countries  upon  this 
Head.  Another  Subjedt  of  Clamour  againft 
the  Archbifhop  evidently  was,  that  he  would 
not  fuffer  both  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  to  be 
levied  on  the  fame  Perfons,  but  would  purfue 
the  Diredtons  of  the  Parliament  in'this  Cafe, 
which  was  reprefented  as  oppofing  the  King’s 
Service,  and  made  another  Argument  of  his 
being  in  the  French  Intereft.  But  we  fee  the 
Parliament  were  fo  convinc’d  of  the  Wifdom 
and  Integrity  of  this  Minifter,  and  that  the 
Fadts  he  was  charg’d  with  were  notorioufly 
Falfe,  that  they  unanimoufly  petition’d  to 
acquit  him  of  the  Charge  without  bringing 
him  to  a  Trial.  Which  as  it  is  a  fignal  In^ 
ftance  of  the  Juftice  of  that  Parliament,  fo 
it  ought  everlaftingly  to  be  remember’d  by 
future  Minifters,  that  a  faithful  Difcharge  of 
their  Duty  will  bear  them  out,  and  protedt 
them  for  the  molt  part  againft  the  Calumnies 
of  an  enrag’d  Fadtion  how  great  foever : 
Whereas  a  forward  Compliance  with  the 
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Court  againft  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation  ufu- 
ally  brings  the  time-ferving  Minifter  to  the 
Block. 

Had  this  part  of  the  Reign  of  King  Ed¬ 
ward  III.  been  well  underflood  and  confider’d, 
it  would  probably  have  fav’d  the  Nation,  in  af- 
terTimes,  a  vafl  Profufion  of  Blood  andTrea- 
fure,  andprevented  theDiftreffes  fucceedingGe- 
nerations  have  experienc’d,  in  attempting  to 
make  an  entire  Conqueft  of  the  fame  Kingdom, 
in  Confederacy  with  fuch  another  Set  of  Allies. 
And  we  find  the  whole  Nation,  both  Clergy 
and  Laity,  fo  alarm’d  at  the  arbitrary  and 
violent  Proceedings  of  the  Court  againft  the 
Archbifhop  and  the  late  Miniflry,  for  acting 
faithfully  in  the  Difcharge  of  their  Duties, 
(which  the  fucceeding  Miniflry  were  pleas’d 
to  flile.  The  putting  an  inglorious  End  to  the 
War)  that  the  Clergy  addrefs’d  the  King, 
that  the  Liberties  of  the  Holy  Church  might 
be  obferv’d,  and  that  Magna  Charta  might 
be  again  proclaim’d  and  confirm’d  by  Oath  ; 
with  which  the  King  complied,  except  in  the 
fwearing  it ;  for  they  fhew’d  that  feveral 
Clergymen  had  been  imprifon’d  without  due 
Procefs  •,  that  the  King’s  Officers  alfo  had  en¬ 
ter’d  Religious  Houfes,  and  extorted  a  Con- 
feffion  upon  Oath  of  things  depofited  there, 
and  then  carried  them  away. 

The  Lords  alfo  petition’d  the  King  that 
Magna  Charta  might  be  obferv’d,  fo  that 
Perfons  who  had  not  been  legally  prefented 
or  indidted,  and  had  their  Goods  taken  away, 
might  have  them  reftor’d  again.  To  which 
the  King  anfwer’d,  that  the  Infringers  of 
Magna  Charta  ffiould  be  anfwerable  to  the 
Parliament, 

The 
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The  Commons  petition’d  that  the  Chan-  1 341 
cellor  and  Great  Officers  of  State  might  be  ~'ir 
oblig’d  to  fwear  to  obferve  the  Laws  of  the 
Land,  and  particularly  Magna  Chart  a  ;  that 
Commiffioners  might  be  appointed  by  Par¬ 
liament  to  audit  the  Publick  Accounts  •,  that 
the  Commiffions  which  had  been  iffu’d,  where¬ 
by  feveral  Men  had  been  extravagantly  fin’d 
might  be  revok’d.  All  which  the  King  ge¬ 
nerally  granted  ;  and  thefe  Petitions  evident¬ 
ly  had  a  Retrofped  to  the  illegal  Methods 
that  had  been  taken  to  raife  Supplies  for  the 
War,  and  for  the  oppofing  which  the  late 
Miniftry  had  been  dffcarded. 

The  Parliament  in  confideration  of  the 
King’s  granting  their  Petitions,  confented, 
that  as  his  Highnefs  was  to  tranfport  20000  2000a 
Sacks  of  Wool  before  Michaelmas ,  for  the  Sacks  of 
Payment  of  his  Debts  and  other  Occafions, 
no  Subjed  ffiould  export  any  Wool  till  after-  ^  King, 
wards  ;  and  Commiffioners  were  appointed  to 
aflefs  the  Proportion  of  Wool  every  County 
was  to  give  the  King.  From  whence  it  plain¬ 
ly  appears,  that  notwithftanding-  the  many 
good  Laws  madeagainft  exporting  unwrought 
Wool,  and  for  mahufaduring  our  Wool  at 
home,  the  pretended  Neceffity  of  finding 
Money  for  maintaining  the  War,  and  the 
Chimerical  Hopes  the  Nation  had  entertain’d 
of  Conquering  France ,  defeated  all  the  good 
Provihons  that  had  been  made  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  our  Trade  in  that  Age  as  well' 
as  in  this. 

During  the  T race,  which  was  kill  to  con¬ 
tinue  two  Years,  the  French  King  made  great 
Advantages  in  drawing  off  the  Englijh  Allies, 
who  not  finding  Money  come  over  fo  plenti- 
Yoe.XVH.  Go  fully 
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fully  from  England  as  it  had  done  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  War,  were  eafily  feduc’d. 

To  the  Emperor  Francs  propos’d  a  Recon¬ 
ciliation  with  the  Pope,  and  the  taking  off 
the  Excommunication  the  Emperor  had  long 
Iain  under  ;  and  this  he  eafily  procur’d  from 
his  Holinefs,  whofe  Seat  being  at  this  time 
at  Avignon  in  France ,  the  Pontiff  was  become 
entirely  French. 

The  Emperor  on  his  changing  Sides,  fen£ 
King  Edward  a  Letter  to  excufe  it,  wherein 
he  tells  him  that  Philip  had  empower’d  him 
to  aft  as  Mediator  between  them,  and  defires 
he  would  fend  him  the  like  Powers  ;  obfer- 
ving  that  he  ought  not  to  take  Umbrage  at 
the  Friendfhip  contrafted  between  him  and 
France ,  fince  he  had  coftfented  to  a  Truce 
with  Philip  without  his  Knowledge-,  and  that 
he  took  this  Opportunity  of  revoking  the 
Lieutenant  Ihip  of  the  Empire  he  had  granted 
him  but  let  him  know  at  the  fame  time,  he 
fhould  have  a  Regard  to  King  Edward’ s  In* 
terefts  in  his  Treaties  with  France.- 

To  which  King  Edward  anfwer’d,  that  it 
would  be  very  agreeable  to  him  if  a  Peace 
could  be  made  by  the  Mediation  of  fo  great 
an  Umpire  as  his  Imperial  Majefty  was,  but 
as  he  knew  he  had  a  clear  Title  to  the  Crown 
©f  France ,  he  did  not  propofe  to  put  that 
Matter  to  the  Arbitration  of  any  One  ;  and 
he  wonder’d  how  the  Emperor  who  was  con¬ 
vinc’d  of  his  Right,  and  was  engag’d  in  a 
Confederacy  with  him  again!!  Philip ,  could 
afterwards,  without  his  Knowledge,  enter  in¬ 
to  an  Alliance  with  that  Prince ;  that  the 
King’s  confenting  to  a  Truce  could  not  jufti- 
fy  the  Emperor’s  making  Peace  with  France? 
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for  as  the  King  had  engag’d  in  the  Siege  of  A.D.  134.1 
! Fournay  with  the  Concurrence  of  his  Confe-  ' 

derates  the  German  Princes,  it  was  neceffary 
he  fhould  be  govern’d  by  their  Advice  as  to 
the  Expediency  of  raifing  it  *,  but  the  near 
approach  of  Winter,  and  the  Diftan.ce  the 
Emperor  was  at,  prevented  their  conferring 
with  him  ;  befides,  in  the  Grant  of  the  Lieu- 
tenantfhip  of  the  Empire,  the  King  was  em¬ 
power’d  to  treat,  fo  as  he  did  not  conclude 
a  final  Peace  without  the  Emperor’s  Confent, 
which  he  never  defign’d.  And  he  had  Rea¬ 
son  to  fufpedl  that  the  Emperor’s  Agreement 
with  France  was  previous  to  the  Truce  j 
whereas  according  to  the  Terms  of  the  Alli¬ 
ance  between  the  Emperor  and  England ,  the 
Emperor  ought  not  to  have  made  Peace  till 
Ring  Edward  had  poffefs’d  himfelf  of  the 
Territories  of  that  Crown,  or  the  beft  pari: 
thereof. 

This  Defection  of  the  Emperor  occafion’d  The  Duke 
the  Duke  of  Brabant ,  and  leveral  other  of  of  Brabant 
the  German  Princes  to  break  with  England ,  T  dsfeF 
which  put  a  Period  to  the  firft  War  with  ^hichputs 
France.  But  John  Earl  of  Montfort ,  one  of  an  End  to 
the  Competitors  for  the  Province  of  Bretagne  the  firit 
in  France ,  foon  after  calling  in  King  Edward 
to  his  Aid,  the  War  was  renew’d  between 
England  and  France  on  that  fide :  But  I  defer 
giving  an  Account  of  that  War  till  I  have 
ffiewn  how  Affairs  flood  in  Scotland. 

King  Edward  having  applied  himfelf  chief-  The Scotijb 
Jy  to  the  War  with  France  in  the  Low-Coun-  War. 
tries  of  late  Years,  the  Brucean  Party  gain’d 
daily  Advantages  againft  the  Adherents  of 
King  j Baliol,  infomuch  that  in  the  Year  1340, 

Baliol  and  hi?  Englijh  Allies  were  driven  out 
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of  every  ftrong  Town  in  that  Kingdom,  ex¬ 
cept  Berwick,  Sterling ,  Roxborough ,  and 
Edinburgh ,  And  while  King  Edward  lay  at 
the  Siege  of  E our  nay,  the  French  fending  over 
a  large  Reinforcement  of  Troops  to  Scotland , 
by  way  of  Diversion,  the  Lord  Robert  Stuart, 
who  commanded  the  Bruceans ,  was  enabled 
to  form  a  confiderable  Army,  with  which  he 
march’d  into  England ,  deftroying  the  Coun¬ 
try  almoft  as  far  as  Durham  with  very  little 
Oppofition  from  Baliol ,  who  commanded  the 
Englijh  T roops  upon  the  Borders  and  at  their 
Return,  the  Lord  William  Douglas  took  the 
ftrong  Caftle  of  Edinburgh  by  a  Stratagem, 
with  very  little  Bloodfhed.  The  Garrifon 
were  deceiv’d  by  the  Party  that  approach’d 
the  Caftle,  who  pretended  to  be  their  Friends, 
and  thereupon  open’d  their  Gates,  but  to 
their  great  Surprize  they  difcover?d  too  late 
that  they  were  Enemies. 

Scotland  being  included  in  the  Truce  made 
between  King  Edward  and  King  Philip  till 
Midfitmmdr  1341,  no  further  Acftion  happen’d 
there  till  that  time  was  expired  ^  but  immedi¬ 
ately  after,  '  the  Lord  'William  Douglas  with 
an  Army  confiding  of  French  and  Scots ,  fat 
down  before  Sterling ,  and  carried  on  his  At¬ 
tacks  fo  furioufty,  that  he  became  Mafter  of 
the  Place  before  the  Englijh  could  come  to 
the  Relief  of  it.  King  Edward  was  indeed 
at  Berwick  at  this  time,  and  had  a  very  for¬ 
midable  Army  near  Newcafile,  but  all  the 
Provifions  and  Ammunition  defign’d  for  his 
Forces  were  caft  away  at  Sea,  and  the 
Bruceans  having  deftroy’d  all  the  Country 
near  the  Borders,  there  was  no  poffibility  of 
fubfifting  his  numerous  Troops  in  Scotland , 

which 
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induc’d  him  to  grant 
Truce  for  fix  Months,  and  return  to  Lon¬ 
don. 

During  this  Ceflation  of  Arms,  ’tls  faid, 
the  Scots  deputed  fome  Perfons  of  Diftindti- 
on  to  King  David  Bruce  in  France ,  to  let 
him  know,  that  unlefs  he  return’d  home  be¬ 
fore  the  Expiration  of  the  Truce,  with  a 
Force  fufficient  to  meet  his  Enemies  in  the 
Field,  and  defend  his  Country,  they  would 
fubmit  themfelves  to  the  Government  of  the 
King  of  England.  On  the  receipt  of  which  K.  David 
Meflage,  King  David ,  now  about  one-and-  returns  to 
twenty  Years  of  Age,  embark’d  with  a  Re-  Scotlan d- 
enforcement  of  French  Troops  for  Scotland , 
where  I  fhall  leave  him  for  the  prefent,  and 
enquire  into  the  Occafion  of  the  Rupture  The  Wat 
which  happen’d  about  this  time  between  renew’d 
King  Edward  and  King  Philip  about  the  Sue-  s 

ceffion  to  the  Dutchy  of  Bretagne ,  where  <,f England 
they  at  firft  afted  as  Confederates  to  the  re-  ancLFW* 
fpedlive  Competitors,  and  at  length  became  in  Bretagne 
Principals  in  the  Wan 

The  Cafe  was  this,  Arthur  Duke  of  Bre¬ 
tagne  had  three  Sons  by  his  firft  Wife,  viz. 

John ,  Guy.,  and  Peter  ;  and  by  his  fecond,  a 
fourth  Son,  nam’d  John,  who  was  Earl  of 
Montfort  in  Right  of  his  Mother.  John  the 
eldeft  Son  by  the  firft  Venter,  fucceeded  his 
Father,  and  died  without  Iflue  ;  his  Brother 
Peter ,  of  the  whole  Blood  alfo,  died  without 
Iflue,  but  Guy  the  fecond  Son  by  the  firft 
Venter,  left  Iflue  one  Daughter,  nam’d 
Joanna ,  married  to  Charles  Brother  of  the 
Earl  of  Blais,  and  generally  call’d  therefore 
Charles  de  Slots.  But  the  Reader  will  more 
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A.D.  1341  eafily  apprehend  the  Claims  of  the  refpedtive 
Competitors  by  the  following  Sketch. 
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Charles  de  Blois  claim’d  the  Dutchy  in  Right 
of  Joanna  his  Wife,  the  Daughter  of  Guy„ 
Brother  of  the  whole  Blood  to  John  the  laft 
Duke. 

John  Earl  of  Montfort  infilled  that  he  was 
the  Son  of  Arthur  and  Brother  of  John  the 
laft  Duke  of  Bretagne ,  and  a  Degree  nearer 
to  either  than  his  Nice  Joanna ,  and  had  be- 
fides  the  Advantage  of  Sex,  which  he  thought 
to  be  of  weight  in  a  Kingdom  govern’d  by 
the  Salique  Law,  and  where  Robert  of  Artoisy 
who  claim’d  under  a  Female,  had  been  juft 
before  excluded  from  inheriting  the  Earldom 
of  Artois ,  by  the  Peers  of  France ,  on  that  very 
Account. 

But  which  Side  foever  was  in  the  Right, 
John  Earl  of  Montfort  had  the  Advantage  of 
being  upon  the  Spot,  and  procur’d  himfelf 
to  be  recogniz’d  Duke  of  Bretagne  in  the 
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Capital  City  of  Nants ,  and  feiz’d  his  Father 
Arthur's  Treafure,  which  was  depofited  in  A\,Ed\ 
:he  City  of  Limoges ,  with  which  being  enabled 
:o  raife  a  good  Army,  he  reduc’d  the  For- 
:refs  of  Breft ,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  in  the  Dut- 
:hy,  and' afterwards  made  himfelf  Mailer  of 
:he  Cities  of  Rennes ,  Vannes ,  and  the  flrong 
Callle  of  Hennebond  furrounded  by  the  Sea, 
with  feveral  other  Places  of  Importance. 

And  being  pretty  well  afliir’d  that  Philip  the 
French  King  would  take  the  part  of  his 
Sifter’s  Son,  Charles  de  Blois  his  Competitor, 
he  made  a  Ihort  Voyage  to  England  ta  engage  Defires  tie 
King  Edward  in  his  Intereft,  and  privately  King  of 
did  Homage  to  that  Prince  for  the  Dutchy,-  pr^^Ql 
as  King  of  France.  But  how  priyate  foever  r 
this  Negotiation  was  manag’d,  the  French 
King  receiv’d  fome  Intimation  of  it,  and 
fummoning  the  Earl  of  Montfort  to  Paris , 
demanded  how  he  durft  feize  on  the  Dutchy 
of  Bretagne ,  to  which  he  had  no  manner  of 
Right,  upbraiding  him  alfo  with  doing  Ho¬ 
mage  to  the  King  of  England ,  and  com¬ 
manded  him  not  to  depart  out  of  the  City  of 
Paris  without  his  Leave.  From  whence 
Montfort  gathering  that  no  Good  was  defign’d 
him,  made  his  Efcape  that  very  Day  from 
Paris  in  difguife,  and  reach’d  the  Province 
of  Bretagne  before  he  was  overtaken. 

Thus  Philip  narrowly  mifs’d  of  feizing  his  -phe  Peers 
Perfon*  but  he  fo  influenc’d  the  Peers  in  be-  of  France 
half  of  his  Nephew  Charles  de  Blois ,  that  adjudge^ 
they  adjudg’d  the  Dutchy  ol  Bretagne  to  ^  hisRi- 
Charles ,  in  Right  of  his  Wife  Joanna ,  with-  Val  Charles 
out  obferving  the  ufual  Forms  in  their  Pro-  de  Blau. 
ceedings  •,  and  the  French  Writers  feem  to 
admit,  that  if  the  Judgment  of  the  fame 
Peers  was  Right  in  the  Cafe  of  Robert  de  Ar¬ 
tois 
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^.£>.1341  tois  above-mention’d,  it  muft  be  Wrong  in 
~ — 7*  this.  But  in  both  they  were  evidently  di- 
reded  by  King  Philip  in  their  Decifions,  who' 
feiz’d  alfo  on  the  Earldom  of  Montfort ,  un¬ 
der  Pretence  that  it  was  forfeited  by  the  Earl’s 
Contempt  in  not  appearing •,  or  as  others  fay, 
by  his  having  done  Homage  to  King  Ed¬ 
ward,  who  determining  to  eipoufe  the  Earl’s 
Quarrel,  as  a  Recompence  for  hi's  Lofs,  foon 
after  created  him  Earl  of  Richmond 

It;  was  a  great  Advantage  to  Charles  de  Blois 
that  the  Prince  who  fupported  his  Preten- 
ficns  could  at  any  time  march  what  Forces 
he  pleas’d  into  Bretagne,  and  put  him  in  Pof- 
fefiion  of  that  Dutchy  •,  While  the  King  of 
England  was  feparated  from  his  Allie  by  the 
Sea,  and  could  not  fo  fuddenly  reinforce  him; 
Accordingly  we  find  the  French  King  im¬ 
mediately  fent  his  Son  John  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
mandy,  with  the  Prime  Nobility  of  his  King¬ 
dom,  at  the  Head  of  a  formidable  Army  in¬ 
to  Bretagne,  and  laid  Siege  to  Nants,  before 
the  King  of  England  was  well  appriz’d  what 
was  doing  in  that  Province.  The  Earl  of 
Montfort  had  fhut  himfelf  up  in  this  City, 
which  was  ftrongly  fortify’d  and  furnifh’d 
with  Provifions  and  a  numerous  Garrifon, 
expecting  he  fhould  have  been  able  to  have 
held  out  till'  Relief  came  from  England .  But 
the  Citizens,  either  brib’d  or  terrified  by 
King  Philip’s  numerous  Troops,  betray’d 
Nants  ta-  Earl  Montfort ,  let  the  Enemy  into  the  City, 
ken  and  and  deliver’d  him  up  Prifoner  to  his  Rival 
Earl  Mont-  Charles  de  Blois  whereupon  he  was  fent  to 

fort _made  parp  and  confin’d  a  Prifoner  in  the  Louvre 
Prifoner.  ’ 

there. 

The  Countefs  of  Montfort,  a  Lady  of  an 
heroick  Spirit,  was  at  the  City  of  Rennes 

When 
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when  fhe  receiv’d  Advice  of  the  Lofs  of ^£.1341 
Nanis  and  of  her  Hufband’s  Captivity,  but 


was  fo  far  from 


being  confounded  at  the 
Misfortune,  that  fhe  went  from  City  to  City, 
faw  them  put  into  a  Pofture  of  Defence, 
furnifh’d  them  with  Provifions  and  good 
Garrifons,  and  fo  animated  her  Friends  by 
her  Prefence,  and  the  Expedtations  fhe  gave 
them  of  being  fupported  by  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  that  they  determin’d  to  defend  them- 
felves  to  the  laft  Extremity. 

King  Edward  receiving  Advice  of  Earl  A.D.  1342 

Montforf  s  Imprifonment,  and  knowing  of  — - - 

what  Confequence  it  was  to  fupport  his  Allies  j'f' 
on  that  fide,  embark’d  feven  or  eight  thou-  fends  a  " 
fand  Men  for  Bretagne  under  the  Command  Body  of 
of  Sir  IValter  Manny ,  but  they  were  detain’d  droops  to 
fo  long  by  contrary  Winds,  that  Rennes  and  ^mmand- 
moft  of  the  Towns  in  Bretagne,  which  the  ed  by  Sir 
Countefs  was  poffefs’d  of,  were  taken  before  Walter 
the  Arrival  of  the  Englijh  Troops,  and  fhe  Manny. 
herlelf  was  clofely  befieg’d  in  Hennebond ;  and 
tho’  thefe  Forces  enabled  her  to  defend  the 
few  Places  which  were  Fill  in  her  Power,  yet 
fhe  found  the  War  could  never  be  carried  on 
to  Advantage,  without  a  more  confiderable 
Reinforcement  ;  whereupon  fhe  came  with 
her  Son  then  about  four  Years  of  Age  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  obtain’d  another  Body  of  Troops  Another 
to  be  fent  over,  which  were  commanded  by  Army 
Robert  de  Artois,  with  whom  fhe  return’d  to 
her  Country,  leaving  her  Son  the  young  Prince  Je  j°tZ 
behind  her,  to  be  educated  in  the  Englifo  fent  to 
Court,  having  propos’d  a  Match  between  Bretagne, 
him  and  one  of  King  Edward's,  Daugh¬ 
ters. 

While  King  Edward  was  attacking  France 
on  the  fide  of  Bretagne  under  Colour  of  afllftr 
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J.D.  1342  ing  the  Countefs  of  Montfort  in  the  recovery 
*  of  that  Province,  David  King  of  Scotland , 

L/'V'V*  ^  die  Diredtion  of  Philip  the  French  King, 
£>*<wV/  having  affembled  an  Army  of  fixty  thoufand 
King  of  Men  French  and  Scotch ,  march’d  into  Eng- 
Scots  plun-  and  invefted  Newcajlle ,  but  finding  he 
and  Should  not  be  able  to  make  himfelf  Mailer 
the  North  of  that  Town  before  the  EngliJJj  might  come 
oiEngland .  xo  the  Relief  of  it,  he  march’d  forward  to 
Durham ,  which  he  furpriz’d  and  plunder’d, 
putting  all  the  Inhabitants  to  the  Sword  ; 
and  having  loaded  his  People  with  the  Spoils 
of  the  Englijh ,  was  retiring  with  all  Expedi¬ 
tion  to  Scotland ,  upon  Advice  that  King  Ed¬ 
ward  was  upon  his  March  againft  him.  But 
He  is  at-  pafiing  by  IVerk-Cafile ,  belonging  to  the  Earl 
tack’d  in  0f  Salijbury  on  the  Borders  of  Northumberland , 
b15  thetUin  t^iat  Garrifon  Allied  out  and  retook  part  of 
Garrifon  the  Booty,  carrying  it  into  the  Caftle.  At 
of  Werk.  which  the  Scots  were  fo  affronted,  that  the 
Army  was  order’d  to  halt  and  inveft  the 
Place  ;  they  attack’d  it  with  great  Fury  fe- 
veral  times,  but  being  well  fortified,  and 
the  young  Countefs  of  Salijbury  who  was 
there  encouraging  her  Men  to  defend  it  to 
the  laft  Extremity,  King  David  was  forc’d 
to  rife  from  before  it  and  continue  his  March, 
upon  receiving  Intelligence  that  King  Ed¬ 
ward  was  at  hand.  And  it  feems  the  Englijh 
Army  came  to  JVerk  the  very  Day  the  Scots 
march’d  off,  who  were  hotly  purfu’d  by  the 
King  of  England ;  but  they  had  the  good 
K.  Edw.  Fortune  to  efcape  to  their  Mountains  before 

mentsthe  ^  King  COuld  Come  UP  rhem. 

Countefs  And  here  fome  Writers  entertain  us  with  a 
of  Salijbu-  Piece  of  Galantry,  between  the  King  and 
yy  on  her-  ^he  Countefs  of  Salijbury ,  on  his  going  to 
of  Werk-  Compliment  her  for  the  brave  Defence  fhe 
Caftle,  had 
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had  made  againft  the  whole  Scotijh  Army,  in- 
finuating  that  from  this  time  the  King  dif-  A  l6Ed 
cover’d  an  uncommon  Paflion  for  this  Lady  ;  j 

but  I  can’t  difcern  there  was  any  thing  pafs’d 
between  them  but  what  was  very  innocent. 

The  King  was  young,  and  might  ufe  fome 
high  Expreflions  to  teftify  his  Admiration  of 
the  Lady’s  Beauty  and  Courage,  and  thefe 
poflibly  were  afterwards  work’d  up  into  a 
formal  Intrigue  by  undiftinguifhing  People  : 

But  however  that  Matter  was,  _we  find  King 
Edward  fo  fet  upon  profecuting  the  French 
War,  that  he  confented  to  grant  the  Scots  a 
Truce  for  two  Years,  notwithflanding  the 
cruel  Ravages  they  had  committed  in  this 
Expedition. 

I  left  the  Lord  Robert  de  Artois  and  the 
Countefs  of  Montfort  in  their  Return  to 
Bretagne.  The  French  defigning  to  intercept  Th eTrench 
their  Paflage,  met  with  the  Engli/h  Fleet  near  attack  the 
the  I (land  of  Guernfey  and  gave  them  Battle  ; 
but  there  happening  a  great  Storm  at  xhe  g0).t  atSea7 
fame  time,  the  Fleets  were  feparated,  and  the 
Lord  Artois ,  with  the  Countefs,  landed  in 
Bretagne  with  very  little  Lofs,  and  laying 
Siege  to  the  City  of  Vannes ,  foon  made  them-  A.D.  1343 
felves  Mailers  of  it  ;  but  it  was  furpriz’d  and  J" 
retaken  by  the  Friends  of  Charles  de  Blois  five  A‘ 1  5 

Days  after,  when  moft  part  of  the  Englijh  yames 
Garrifon  were  abfent,  and  the  Lord  Robert  taken  by 
Artois ,  tho’  he  efcap’d  to  Idennibond,  was  fo  the  Englijh 
wounded  in  the  Defence  of  the  Place  that  he 
died  in  his  Paflage  to  England ,  or  foon  after 
his  Arrival  there.  He  was  buried  in  Weft-  Robert  de 
minfter-Abbey,  the  King  himfelf  attending  his 
Funeral,  vowing,  ’tis  laid,  that  he  would  fe- 
verely  revenge  the  Death  of  his  Friend  upon 
his  Enemies,  And  accordingly  he  went  over 

P  p  4  «  to 
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1343  to  Bretagne  in.  Perfon  about  a  Month  after- 
''  wards,  attended  by  a  feledt  Body  of  Troops  1 

<  v'V'vj  ant^  as  exPe<^eci  the  whole  Power  of  France 
King  Ed-  would  foon  be  affembled  againft  him,  he  im- 
<ward goes  mediately  enter’d  upon  Adtion,  making  him- 
into  Bre-  fe]f  Mailer  of  Dinant ,  Ploermel ,  Malejiroit , 
ta^ne‘  and  feveral  other  Place  ;  and  Charles  de  Blois 
not  being  able  to  keep  the  Field,  he  befieg’d 
him  in  the  City  of  Nants ,  attacking  Rennes 
and  Vannes  at  the  fame  time  ;  but  before  he 
could  reduce  any  of  the  three  lafl  Towns, 
King  Philip  afiembled  an  Army  much  more 
numerous  than  that  of  the  Englifh ,  and  fent 
them  under  the  Command  of  John  Duke  of 
Normandy  into  Bretagne.  King  Edward 
thought  fit  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Nants  upon 
their  Approach,  and  united  his  Forces  to  op- 
pofe  the  Enemy,  In  the  mean  time  two 
Cardinals  from  Pope  Clement  VI.  coming  into 
the  Camp,  prevail’d  upon  both  Parties  to 
A  Truce  confent  to  a  Truce  for  three  Years,  which 
concluded,  being  agreed  on  in  general  Terms,  King  Ed¬ 
ward,  with  the  Countefs  of  Montfort  return’d 
to  England  but  the  King  affign’d  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  on  his  part,  as  Philip  did  on  the 
other,  to  fettle  the  feveral  Articles  afterwards, 
which  were  in  Subfiance  to  this  Effedt. 

1.  That  each  Party  fhould  fend  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  to  the  Pope,  by  whole  Mediation  a 
final  Peace  fhould  be  treated  of. 

2.  That  the  Treaty  of  Peace  fhould  be 
concluded  before  Chrifimas  following  ;  and 
that  the  King  of  Scotland ,  the  Duke  of  Bra - 
bant ,  and  all  the  Allies  of  each  Party  fhould 
be  comprehended  in  the  Truce. 

3.  That  every  one  of  the  faid  Allies  fhould 
nominate  Plenipotentiaries  to  be  prefent  at  the 
Treaty  of  Peace, 


4.  That 
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4.  That  the  Truce  in  Bretagne  fhould  be  A.D.  13  43 
punctually  obferv’d  between  the  two  Kings  J  6£ 
and  their  refpeCtive  Adherents ;  and  that  the 

City  of  Vanned  fhould  be  put  into  the  Hands 
of  the  two  Cardinals  to  be  deliver’d  to  fuch 
of  the  Parties  as  they  thought  fit  at  the  Ex¬ 
piration  of  the  T  ruce. 

5.  That  the  two  Cardinals  fhould  ufe  their 
Endeavours  with  the  Pope  to  get  the  Inter¬ 
dict  taken  off  in  Flanders  •,  and  that  the  Earl 
of  Flanders  fhould  be  permitted  to  return  to 
his  Country,  provided  his  People  contented 
to  it. 

6.  That  if  in  Bretagne  or  Gafcogny  the  War 
fhould  be  renew’d,  the  two  Kings  fhould  not 
be  drawn  into  it,  or  encourage  it,  during  the 
Truce  ;  nor  fhould  the  Subjects  of  the  one 
Party  enter  into  feparate  Treaties  or  Alliances 
with  thofe  of  the  other  during  the  Truce. 

7.  That  all  Priloners  taken  on  either  fide 

fhould  be  releas’d,  and  that  each  Party  and 
his  refpeftive  Allies  fhould  remain  in  Poflfel- 
fion  of  fuch  Places  as  they  had  taken,  and 
Traffick  be  reflor’d  between  the  feveral  Coun¬ 
tries,  with  fome  other  Articles  of  Courfe, 
which  were  fworn  to  by  the  refpeftive  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries,  the  principal  Nobility  of  each 
fide,  being  dated  at  Malejlroit  in  the  Diocefe  of 
Nants  the  19th of  January,  1343.  A.i-jEdq 

The  War  in  France  being  brought  to  a  Th sEng- 
Period  for  tke  prefent,  feveral  of  the  Nobility 
of  both  Nations  took  upon  them  theCrofs,  and  Spaniards 
march’d  with  their  Vaffals  to  the  Affiflance  of  againft  the 
King  Alphonfo  in  Spain ,  among  whom  were  Moors, 
Henry  Earl  of  Derby  and  JVilliam  Earl  of 
Salijbury.  They  found  Alphonfo  at  the  Siege 
of  Algezira  in  Granada,  before  which  Place 
he  had  lain  near  three  Years.  By  the  Affift- 

ance 
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ance  of  thefe  Forces  he  foon  reduc’d  the 
Place,  and  the  Saracen  King  of  Granada  con- 
fented  to  become  tributary  to  Cajiille. 

The  King  having  thus  made  a  Truce  both 
with  the  French  and  Scots,  apply’d  himfelf  to 
the  redreffing  the  Grievances  of  his  People  at 
home,  and  according  to  Rapin  and  fome  other 
Writers  held  a  Parliament  at  IVefiminfter  the 
Monday  after  Eajler  this  Year  ;  but  upon  per- 
ufing  the  Statutes  I  can’t  find  that  any  Adtof 
Parliament  was  made  this  Year,  tho’  there 
were  feveral  the  Year  following,  in  the  1 8  th  of 
this  King.  However,  in  neither  of  thefe  Years 
were  the  Statutes  of  Provifors  or  Premunire 
enadted,  as  Rapin  affirms  they  were  :  Thefe 
were  not  made  till  the  25th  of  Edward  111, 
tho’,  ’tis  true,  the  King  and  Parliament  fent 
their  refpedtive  Memorials  to  the  Pope  about 
this  time,  complaining  of  the  Injuftice  done 
them  in  taking  away  their  Right  of  Collation 
and  Prefentation  to  Ecclefiaftical  Benefices, 
and  his  conferring  them  on  Foreigners  and 
others,  even  before  they  were  become  vacant. 
The  King  in  his  Memorial  or  Letter  to  the 
Pope  on  this  Subjedt  reprefents,  that  the 
Churches  in  England  had  been  endow’d  by  his 
Predeceffors  and  other  Noble  Perfonages,  to 
the  End  the  People  might  be  inftrudted  in 
their  Religion  by  fuch  Ecclefiafticks  as  fpoke 
their  own  Language,  but  that  the  Pope  and 
his  Predeceffors  often  conferr’d  thefe  Benefices 
on  Foreigners,  and  fometimes  on  the  Enemies 
of  the  Kingdom,  whereby  the  Wealth  of  the 
Nation  was  carried  over  to  diflant  Countries, 
the  Native  Clergy  impoverifh’d,  the  Churches 
and  Cures  remain’d  unferv’d.  Alms  and  Ho- 
fpitality  were  difus’d,  the  Houfes  and  Build¬ 
ings  run  to  ruin,  and  the  Charity  and  Devo¬ 
tion 
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don  of  the  People  diminifh’d,  to  the  difho-  A.D. 1343 
nour  of  God,  and  in  diredt  Contradidlion  to  ”  _  , 
the  Founder’s  Will,  &c.  To  which  the  Pope 
return’d  a  haughty  Anfwer,  but  thought  fit 
however  to  be  more  fparing  in  his  Provifions 
for  Foreign  Ecclefiafticks  for  the  future. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1343,  the  King  Prince 
created  his  eldeft  Son  Edward  Duke  of  Corn-  Edward 
wal  and  Earl  of  Chefter ,  Prince  of  Wales ,  ot- 

being  then  in  the  13th  Year  of  his  Age,  in-  Wales. 
veiling  him  with  a  Coronet,  a  Gold  Ring  and 
Silver  Rod,  and  added  Lands  of  a  good  Va¬ 
lue  in  Wales  to  his  former  PoffefTions  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  the  Port  of  a  Prince.  At 
the  fame  time  feveral  Perfons  of  Diflindlion 
were  Knighted. 


By  the  laft  Truce,  the  Parties  being  oblig’d 
to  fend  their  refpedtive  Plenipotentiaries  to 
the  Pope’s  Court  at  Avignon  before  Midfum- 
mer  1343,  King  Edward  wrote  to  the  Pope, 
defiring  that  the  Term  might  be  prolong’d  to 
the  Nativity  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  or  the 
8th  of  September  :  That  in  the  mean  time  the 
Earl  of  Montfort  might  be  fet  at  Liberty  be¬ 
fore  the  Treaty  began,  according  to  the  Ar¬ 
ticles,  and  the  Scots  be  admonifh’d  to  keep  the 
Truce  inviolably.  At  length  the  Minifters  a  Treaty 
of  France  and  England  meeting  at  Avignon,  between 
fet  forth  their  Mailers  refpedlive  Titles  to  the  France  and 
Crown  of  France  again.  King  Edward  in "ifeforTtle 
filled,  as  he  had  done  formerly,  that  notwith-  p0pe  at 
(landing  by  the  Salique  Law,  .Females  could  Avignon. 
not  be  advanc’d  to  the  Throne  of  that  King¬ 
dom,  yet  feveral  Kings  of  France  had  deriv’d 
their  Titles  to  the  Crown  by  Females,  of 
which  fome  Inllances  were  given.  He  fhew’d 
alfo  that  his  Ancellors  had  been  unjullly  de¬ 
priv’d  of  Normandy ,  Poidlou ,  and  feveral  o- 

ther 
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J.D.  1343  ther  Provinces  of  France ,  to  which  Philip  and 
“  ~  his  Ancelfors  had  no  Colour  of  Right,  and 

that  thefe  ought  therefore  to  be  immediately 
reftor’d  before  the  other  Matter  came  under 
Debate.  But  as  King  Edward  foon  difcover’d 
the  Partiality  of  the  Pope,  and  that  he  was 
like  to  obtain  little  by  this  Negotiation,  he 
begun  to  confider  what  Meafures  were  proper 
to  be  taken  for  the  Recovery  of  his  Rights  by 
Force  at  the  Expiration  of  the  Truce,  or  in 
.  o-  Ed-  Cafe  it  fhould  happen  to  be  broken  by  Philip 
warden-  or  his  Allies  ;  and  among  other  Projedts,  he 
certains  fent  his  Agents  into  all  Countries  in  Europe ,  in 
Foreign  orc}er  t0  retain  Foreign  Knights  and  other 
SS  Military  Men  in  his  Service.  He  held  a 
Tournament  alfo  at  PFindfor,  to  which  he  in- 
Invites  vited  the  Knights  of  every  Kingdom  to  come 
them  to  a  and  make  Trial  of  their  Skill  and  Courage  in 
Tourna-  thele  Encounters  •,  and  to  avoid  all  Ceremony 
*Tn’-  at  and  Diftindtion  of  Quality,  he  erected  a 
l'mPr-  round  Hall,  two  hundred  Foot  Diameter,  in 
which  he  caus’d  a  Table  of  the  fame  Form  to 
be  plac’d,  and  here  he  entertain’d  the  feveral 
v  .  ,  f  Knights  in  Imitation,  ’tis  laid,  of  the  cele- 
theTound  brated  King  Arthur ,  who  us’d  to  draw  Mili- 
Tabie  in-  tary  Men  to  his  Court  by  the  like  Stratagem, 
touted.  On  thefe  Occafions  the  E>iglijh  Court  appear’d 
in  the  utmoft  Splendour,  for  at  thefe  Tour¬ 
naments  there  were  affembled  not  only  all  the 
Nobility,  Knights  and  Perl'ons  of  Diftindtion 
to  encounter  the  Foreigners  who  came  over 
to  thefe  rough  Exercifes,  but  round  the  Place 
where  they  were  perform’d  were  Galleries  e- 
redted,  where  fat  the  Queen  and  many  hun¬ 
dred  young  Ladies  to  be  WitnelTes  ol  their 
Courage  and  Activity,  and  the  Evening  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  Ball,  where  the  Gentlemen  and 
Ladies  had  an  Opportunity  of  converfing  to¬ 
gether 
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gether,  and  were  employ’d  in  fofcer  and  lefs  *3+5 
dangerous  Entertainment,  the  Company  being  ~ 
alternately  bufied  in  Martial  Exercifes,  or  in 
Feafting  and  Dancing,  in  which  the  Ladies 
had  a  part. 

The  French  King  obferving  that  King  Ed¬ 
ward,  by  encouraging  thefe  Martial  Exer- 
cifes,  drew  almoft  all  the  brave  Fellows  in 
Chriftendom  to  his  Court,  and  apprehending 
he  had  fome  further  Defign  in  it  than  barely 
his  Diverfion,  forbid  all  Knights  in  his  Terri-  A3  1344 

Cories  going  over  into  England ,  and  proclaim’d  “ - - 

a  Tournament  to  be  held  at  the  French  Court  ‘"‘l  *  ^ 
refembling  that  at  Windfor ,  by- which  he  hop’d 
to  engage  part  of  the  Military  World  in  his 
Intereft.  But  to  return  to  the  Tournaments  The  firft 
at  Windfor,  the  firft  Entertainment  that  was  s“PPfr  ' 
given  at  the  celebrated  Round  Table  was  on 
the  19th  of  January,  18  Ed.  III.  1344,  when 
a  Royal  Supper  was  provided  by  the  King  to 
open  the  Solemnity,  and  the  Day  following 
the  Jufts  begun.  Here  Wtlliatn  Montague 
Earl  of  Salijbury,  King  of  Man,  and  Earl- 
Marfhul  of  England ,  taking  all  Opportuni¬ 
ties  of  fhewing  his  Courage  and  AddreE  at 
thefe  Exerciles  for  three  or  four  Days  toge¬ 
ther,  was  fo  bruis’d  and  heated  that  he  got  a 
Fever,  which  carried  him  oft  in  a  Week’s  time. 

But  our  belt  Hifcorians,  I  find,  give  little  Cre- 
dit  to  the  Amour  between  the  King  and 
Countefs  of  Salijbury  at  this  Feftival,  or  of  th?  liie  6r<k» 
Order  of  the  Garter  being  firft  inftituted  on  this  of  the  , 
Lady’s  dropping  her  Garter  in  a  Dance  ;  and  Gamn. 
indeed  the  Original  of  that  Inftitution  feems 
ftill  pretty  muen  in  the  dark,  notwithftanding 
the  Pains  fome  Writers  have  taken  to  clear  it 
up.  Some  relate  t  vat  the  King  taking  up  a 
blue  Garter  which  belong’d  to  tnis  Lady,  and 

Vo  l.  XVII.  Q.q  the 
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the  Courtiers  fmiling  at  it,  the  King  reply’d 
in  Frei  chg  Honi  foil  qui  mal  y  jenfe,  Evil  to 
nimtnat  Evil  thinks,  the  prefent  Motto  of 
the  Garter.  Others  fay  that  this  was  the 
Queen’s  Anfwer  to  the  King  when  he  afk’d 
what  People  would  think  of  her  dropping  her 
Garter  •,  but  I  find  it  is  generally  agreed  that 
this  Order  was  not  infiituted  till  five  Years 
after  this  Tournament,  tho’  it  v/as  then  con- 
ferr’d  on  the  Knights  of  the  Round  Table  as 
a  Badge  of  DilfinbfioA,  and  they  were  from 
thence  ftil’d  Knights  of  the  Garter.  But  to 
proceed. 

King  Phi-  While  thefe  Tournaments  were  held  in 
Up  puts  10  England  and  France ,  the  French  King,  ’ti$ 
Dean-*  ie-  made  a  very  barbarous  Ufa  or  thofe  in 

France ,  for  having  invited  all  Knights  to  be 
prefent  at  them,  and  promis’d  them  a  fafe 
Conduct,  as  King  Edward  had  done  in  Eng¬ 
land ,  he  drew  to  Paris ,  by  this  Means,  Oliver 
Clijfcn  and  nine  or  ten  Lords  of  Bretagne 
whom  he  fufpe&ed  to  be  in  King  Edward's 
I. 'teieft,  and  without  any  Forms  of  Law  or 
Examin  ition  into  the  Fads  he  charg’d  them 
with,  order’d  their  Heads  to  be  cut  off  at 
Paris.  The  fame  he  did  by  feveral  Noble¬ 
men  of  Normandy  and  other  Provinces.  The 
Lord  Godfrey  Harcourt  was  intended  to  have 
been  taken  off  in  the  fame  manner  i  but  ha¬ 
ving  fome  Intimation  of  the  DTign,  he  fled 
over  into  England  and  did  Homage  to  King 
"Edward  as  King  of  France  for  the  Lands  he 
held  in  Normandy. 

King  Edward  receiving  Advice  of  thefe 
arbitrary  Executions  of  his  Friends,  declar’d 
them  to  be  a  flagrant  Breach  of  the  late 
Truce,  in  which  the  Adherents  of  both  Par¬ 
ties  were  comprehended.  Rajcin  indeed  fug- 
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gefts  that  thefe  Noblemen  were  not  feiz’d  at  ■^•^■2  344 
Paris,  but  in  Bretagne  and  Normandy  \  ‘  but  j 
this  very  little  mends  the  Matter  ;  for  the 
French  King  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  Bretagne ,  unlefs  where  Gaufes  came  be» 
fore  him,  by  way  of  Appeal  from  their  Duke, 
as  fuperior  Lord  :  And  his  puttingthem  thus 
to  Death  without  Trial  or  Hearing,  was 
certainly  down-right  Murder  in  him,  as  well 
,-as  a  Breach  of  the  Truce.  King  Edward  there* 
fore  had  very  good  Reafon  to  declare  the 
Truce  broken,  and  to  withdraw  his  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  from  the  Pope’s  Court  at  Avignon, 
when  he  could  obtain  no  Satisfaction  on  this 
•  Head,  efpecially  if  it  be  confider’d,  that  the 
Right  to  the  Crown  of  France  itfelf  was  now 
under  Debate,  and  it  remain’d  a  Doubt  whofe 
SubjeCts  they  were,  which  gave  Occafion  for 
that  Article  in  the  Truce  for  indemnifying 
their  refpeCtive  Adherents  in  Bretagne  par-  .  , 

ticularly.  Advice  coming  about  the  fame  time  •*; 
that  the  French  were  preparing  to  attack  the 
JLngliJh  Territories  in  Gafcogny,  the  King  The  Earl 
conftituted  Henry  Plantagenet  Earl  of  Derby,  of  Derby 
-and  Richard  Fitz-Alan  Earl  of  Arundel  his  fenctoCJ*/: 
Lieutenants  and  Generals  in  that  Dutchy,  fCce*/'* 
Authorizing  them  to  make  Alliances  with 
the  Kings  of  Caftille ,  Portugal ,  and  other 
Princes  on  that  fide,  and  with  them  embark’d 
a  Body  of  Troops  on  the  6ch  of  June ,  to 
enable  them  to  take  the  Field  againft'  the 
French. 

-About  the  fame  time  the  King  publifh’d 
a  Declaration  (hewing  wherein  Philip. had 
broken  the  Truce,  and  his  Intention  to  re¬ 
cover  the  Kingdom  of  France,  which  was  his 
Inheritance,  by  his  Arms,  Inviting  the  Sub- 
0*5}  -2  ■  ■  .  jeCbs 
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Sir  Thomas  Daggworth  was  fent  into  Bre~ 
S«-  Timas  tagne  with  another  Body  of  Troops  to  defend 
Da'fuarth  that  Country  j  and  the  young  Earl  of  Salif- 
^  ^re°  bury  accompanied  Baliol  King  of  Scotland , 
lv  Baliol  who  led  a  third  Army  to  the  Borders,  to  re- 
eo  the  Bor*  pel  the  Incurfions  of  the  Scots^  who  by  the 
dcrsof  jnftigation  of  Philip  were  very  troublefome 
at  this  time.  Then  the  King  Jummon’d  a 
Parliament  to  advife  and  afiift  him  in  the  fe- 
veral  Wars  he  was  engag’d  in,  who  were  of 
Opinion  that  he  fhould  have  no  regard  to 
the  Letters  or  Reprefentations  of  the  Pope, 
who  was  evidently  partial  to  King  Philip  •, 
but  to  put  an  end  to  the  War,  either  by  his 
Arms  or  by  a  Treaty  as  he  faw  fit.  Then 
the  Clergy  granted  the  King  three  Years 
Tenths,  and  the  Commons  two  Fifteenths  of 
jiveiarge  Counties,  and  two  Tenths  of  Cities  and 
supplies.  ^owns,  to  ^  appropriated  to  the  War  °,  and 
the  Commons  afterwards  granted  the  King  a 
third  Fifteenth,  in  confideration  of  his  going 
over  with  the  Army  in  Perfon. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  foon  after  his  Arrival 
in  Cafcogny ,  befieg’d  and  took  Bergerac  by 
Storm  ;  he  afterwards  defeated  the  French 
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Army  in  that  Province,  confifting  of  20000 
Men,  and  took  7000  Prifoners,  near  Aube- 
roche ,  among  whom  were  the  Earl  of  Laille 
the  French  General,  and  nine  Earls  and  Vif* 
counts,  and  what  made  this  Victory  the 
more  confiderable,  was,  the  Englijh  Forces 
who  were  in  this  Engagement  did  not  confift 
of  above  2000  Men,  But  the  French  were 
furpriz’d  in  their  Sleep,  not  apprehending 
any  Enemy  to  be  near  them. 
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The  Earl  of  Northampton  receiv’d  a  Corrib  AD  j  345 
tniffion  the  following  Year,  dated  the  24th  ~  ~TJ 
of  A  nl ,  authorizing  him  to  bid  Defiance  to 
the  French  King  ;  and  was  at  the  fame  time 
conlliruted  the  King’s  Lieutenant  and  Cap¬ 
tain  General  in  France.  And  on  the  20th  of 
May,  it  appears  that  John  Duke  of  Bretagne  The  Duke 
and  Earl  of  Monlfort  did  Homage  to  King  of Bretagne 
Edward  for  that  Dutchy,  at  Lambeth,  Ry-  does  Ho‘ 
mer,  Vol.  V.  p.  452.  He  had  been  releas’d 
out  of  Prifon  at  the  Inftance  of  King  Edward , 
in  purfuance  cf  the  late  Truce,  and  tho* 

Philip  had  prohibited  his  leaving  Paris ,  he 
had  found  Means  to  efcape  to  England, 

The  Earl  of  Derby  coming  over  to  Eng -  The  Earf 
land  the  beginning  of  this  Year,  return’d  to  of  Derby 
Cafcogny  again,  with  a  Reinforcement  pf  [acceisful 
Troops,  and  meeting  no  Enemy  in  the  Field  lxi  aJc?^' 
£0  oppofe  him,  took  Reole  and  fcveral  other 
ftrong  Towns  this  Campaign.  And  his  Fa* 
ther  the  old  Earl  of  Lancajter  dying  while  he 
was  abroad,  he  fucceeded  to  his  Honours 
and  Eftate. 

The  King  I  find  was  taken  up  part  of  this  jyArte / 
Summer  in  a  Negotiation  with  the  famous  pro^ 
Jacob  d’ Arteveld  and  the  Flemmings,  Arteveld  P01®s 
had  propofed  to  exclude  the  Earl  of  Flanders  p^e^. 
and  his  Ifiue,  and  to  make  Prince  Edward  ward  Earl 
Earl  of  that  Country,  and  in  order  to  induce  oiFMers, 
the  States  of  Flanders  to  confent  to  this, 
d’ Arteveld  had  advis’d  the  King  to  bring  over 
the  Prince  to  Flanders ,  and  treat  with  the 
States  in  Perfon,  Accordingly  the  King  ac* 
companjed  by  the  Prince,  embark’d  for  Flan * 
ders,  having  a  good  Body  of  Land  Forces 
on  board  the  Fleet,  on  the  3d  of  July ,  and 
arriv’d  at  Sluice  the  Py  following,  where  he 
invited  the  States  of  Flanders  to  meet  him  t 
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AT>  13+J  and  having  entertain'd  them  Splendidly  on 


A.  igEd .3 


board  the  Fleet,  Jacob  d' Art  ev  eld  made  them 
a  Speech,  reprefenting  the  Advantage  it  would 
be  to  their  Country,  as  well  in  point  of  Trade 
as  fecurity  againft  the  French  and  the  preferit 
Earl,  who  had  for  many  Years  treated  them 
as  Enemies,  to  accept  of  Prince  Edward  for 
their  Sovereign. 

The  States  appear’d  extreamly  furpriz’d  at 
the  Propofal  however  as  they  were  now  in 
the  King  of  England's  Power,  they  did  not 
think  fit  to  give  him  a  flat  denial.  They  faid 
there  was  no  Perfon  in  the  World  they  were 
more  ready  to  oblige  than  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  but  the  thing  being  of  that  Importance 
they  durft  not  determine  any  thing  till  they 
had  confulted  the  Commons  of  Flanders ,  and 
therefore  defir’d  they  might  return  to  their 
refpedtive  Cities,  and  advife  with  their  People 
before  they  return’d  a  pofitive  Anfwer. 

Whereupon  they  were  difmifs’d  for  the 
'preferit ;  but  the  King  difcern’d  by  their 
Countenances  that  they  were  highly  provok’d 
With  d'Arteveld  for  having  made  the  Propofal, 
and  being  apprehenfive  they  might  revenge 
therrifelves  upon  him,  he  allow’d  him  aGuard 
of  five  hundred  JVelJhmen.  However  d* Art e- 
'< veld  told  the  King,  he  did  not  yet  defpair  of 
accomplishing  his  Defign,  and  going  to  Bru¬ 
ges  and ‘Tpres,  had  perfuaded  the  Magiftrates 
of  both  thefe  Towns  to  come  into  his  Mea¬ 
sures.  He  went  afterwards  on  the  17th  of 
July  to  his  native  Cicy  of  Ghent ,  where  it 
feems  he  was  fo  little  apprehenfive  of  ill  Treat¬ 
ment,  that  he  did  not  take  half  his  Guard 
with  him.  But  the  Magiftrates  had  fo  in¬ 
flam’d  the  Populace  againft  him  there,  for 
pretending  'to  exclude  their  natural  Princes, 

and 
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and  bring  them  under  the  Subjection  of  a.  Fo¬ 
reigner,  that  be  difcern’d  as  foon  as  he  enter’d 
the  Gates  there  was  fome  Defign  againft  him. 
However  having  a  Guard  with  him,  and  tne 
King  of  England  with  his  Fleet  and  Army 
lying  upon  the  Coaft,  he  did  not  think  they 
would  have  dar’d  to  attempt  his  Life. 
He  went  on  therefore  to  his  Houfe,  where 
he  was  no  fooner  arriv’d  but  he  underftood 
the  People  were  determin’d  to  facrifice  him. 
He  fortify’d  therefore  all  the  Avenues,  and 
polled  his  IVelJhmen  in  the  bed  Order  he  could 
to  defend  it.  But  the  whole  City  being  in 
Arms,  his  Guard  could  not  proted  him  j  he 
found  the  Mob  would  foon  pull  his  Houfe 
down  over  his  Head.  Whereupon  he  came 
to  a  Window  and  defir’d  a  Parley.  He 
fhew’d  them  how  he  had  treed  them  from 
the  Tyranny  of  their  Prince,  and  improv’d 
their  Trade,  particularly  with  England ;  that 
while  he  had  the  Government  in  his  Hands, 
they  had  abounded  in  Plenty  of  all  things, 
and  could  have  no  manner  of  Reafon  to  take 
away  his  Life.  To  which  it  was  anfwer’d, 
he  had  ufurp’d  the  Government,  and  feiz’d 
the  Revenues  of  the  Earl,  of  which  he  had 
given  no  Account  for  many  Years :  And  now 
to  fcrecn  himf.lt  from  Juftice,  was  bringing 
them  under  a  foreign  Yoke. 

Finding  therefore  that  his  Oratory  would 
nodonger  avail  him,  he  endeavour’d  to  make 
his  Efcape  at  a  Back-Door,  while  the  Weljh- 
men  defended  themi'elves  in  the  Houfe  ;  but 
his  Enemies  met  with  him  (fome  fay  a  Tradef- 
man  whofe  Father  he  had  murder’d)  and 
cleft  his  Skull  with  an  Ax,  and  feventy  of  the 
IVelJh  died  in  his  Quarrel.  The  reft,  ’tis 
faid,  were  fpar’d  out  of  Regard  to  King  Ed¬ 
ward, 
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AD  i34S  Ward,  who  (till  lay  at  Sluice  with  his  Fleet, 
waiting  for  an  Anfwer  from  the  States ;  and 
when  he  heard  of  the  tragical  Death  of  his 
Friend  d'  Art  e-veld,  vow’d  he  would  take  a 
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fevere  Revenge  of  the  Flemmings  \  and  in  that 
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Refolution  immediately  fet  Sail  and  return’d 
for  England. 

The  People  of  Flanders  d reading  King  Ed¬ 
ward's  Refentment,  on  whofe  Friendfhip 
their  Woollen  Manufacture  entirely  depended 
at  that  time,  and  knowing  how  formidable 
an  Enemy  he  was  when  once  provok’d,  feat 
Deputies  over  to  him  from  all  the  great 
Towns  to  excufe  the  Fact,  particularly  from 
Bruges ,  Tpres,  Cajfel ,  Court  ray,  Ov.denard, 
Antwerp,  and  Franker ,  (as  for  the  Deputies 
from  Ghent,  who  were  the  immediate  Actors 
of  this  Tragedy,  he  would  not  fee  them.) 
They  reprefented  to  the  King  that  they  were 
none  of  them  accefiary  to  the  D  -ath  of  d’Ar- 
teveld,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  Defign  againft 
him,  if  they  had  they  would  have  defended 
him  to  the  utmofl  of  their  Power,  not  only 
as  he  was  the  King’s  Friend,  but  as  he  had 
govern’d  their  Country  with  great  Wifdom 
for  many  Years  *,  and  they  would  engage  that 
the  Gauntois  fhould  make  Satisfaction  tor  the 
Outrage  :  That  tho’  d' Arteveid  was  dead,  the 
King  was  neverthelefs  in  the  greateft  Efteem 
with  the  Flemmings,  as  he  fhould  find  in  every 
thing,  except  the  Alteration  of  the  Succtftion 
of  their  Princes ;  and  propos’d  a  Match  be¬ 
tween  the  Earl’s  Son  and  one  of  the  Princeffes 
of  England,  whereby  that  Country  might 
fairly  come  into  his  Family.  And  on  thefe 
and  fome  other  Connderations,  the  King  at 
length  feem’d  fatisfy’d,  and  took  the  Flem¬ 
mings  into  his  Favour  again. 
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-About  the -fame  time  William  -Earl  of  n.D.  1345 
Hainault ,  the  Queen  of  England's  Brother,  ^  ; 

happening  to  be  kill’d  in  an  Expedition 
againft  his  rebellious  Subjects  of  dFriezland,  King EJ- 
the  French  King  found  Means  to  draw  off  AI~ 
his  Uncle  'John,  (who  had  the.Adminiftration  the 
of  the  Government  committed  to  him  after  entries 
his  Nephew’s  Death)  from  the  Englijh  In-  defertliim. 
tereft. 

Wiliam  Marquifs  of  Juliers  and  Earl  of 
Cambridge ,  -Nephew  to  the  Earl  of  Hainault, 
and  a- faff  Friend  to  the  Englijh  Intereft,  was 
kill’d. in  the  fame -Expedition  againft  Friez- 
land  alfo,  whereby:  King- Edward  was  depriv’d 
.of  almoft  all  his  Friends  in  the  Low-Countries, 

-and  .confequently  could  not  hope  to  carry  on 
-the  War  -on  that -fide  with  .any  great  Ad¬ 
vantage. 

-In  the  mean  time  John  Duke  of  Bretagne  Th e£V. 
and  i  Earl  of  Mont  fort,  <aftifted  by  William  Jifi  on  the 
Bohun  Earl  of  Northampton ,  carried  on  the  ^efenfive 
War  with  Succefs  in  Bretagne  againft  Charles  m^retagns 
de  Blois,  gaining  a  compleat  Viftory  over 
•his  Troops,  near -Morlaix,  and  reducing  fe¬ 
deral  Fortreffes  there.  But  the  Duke  dying 
of  a  Fever  foon  after,  and  many  of  the -Eng - 
lijh  -Troops  in  Bretagne  being  detach’d  for 
Cafcogny,  the  Englijh  contented  themfelves 
with  being  upon  the  Defenftve  in  that  Pro¬ 
vince  for  fame  time.  John  had  appointed 
rKing .Edward  Guardian  to  his  Son  the  young 
J-Duke  of  -  Bretagne,  and  recommended  him 
and  the  Dutch.efs  his  Mother  to  his  Protecti¬ 
on  by  his  Laft-Will  ;  and  the  King  very 
well  difeharg’d  his  Truft,  by  recovering  that 
-  Dutchy  fome  Years  afterwards  for  his  Ward, 
in  which  the  young  Duke  had  no  fmall  Share, 
VgLc.XVII,  R  r  obtain- 
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A.D.  1345  obtaining  by  his  Courage  in  thefe  Wars,  the 
"""""  Name  of  John  the  Valiant. 

The  Scots  I  find  were  repuls’d  this  Year, 
The  Scots  by  the  Militia  of  the  Northern  Counties,  and 
repuls’d,  glad  to  renew  the  Truce  they  had  broken, 
without  any  Provocation  on  the  fide  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

jD.  1346  And  now  we  are  come  to  the  memorable 

- - —  Year  1346,  in  which  the  French  and  Englijh 

A.  zoEd. 3  exerted  their  utmoft  Strength.  The  French 
were  fupported  by  very  confiderable  Alli¬ 
ances  •,  while  the  Englijh  depended  chiefly  on 
their  national  Troops,  having  only  fome  few 
foreign  Knights  retain’d  in  their  Service. 

The  firfl:  Efforts  were  made  on  the  fide  of 
Gafcogny ,  where  the  Earl  of  Derby ,  now  Lan- 
cajler ,  having  made  two  profperous  Cam- 
Th e French  paigns,  King  Philip  thought  fit  to  fend  an 
fend  an  Army  of  one  hundred  thoufand  Men  into  that 
Army  of  DU(;Chy,  under  the  Command  of  his  eldeft 
Men  into°  Son  J°^n  Duke  of  Normandy ,  to  reftore  his 
Gafcogny.  Affairs  there.  Thefe  Troops  being  much 
fuperior  to  the  Englijh ,  the  Earl  of  Derby 
had  Orders  to  quit  the  Field,  and  put  Gar- 
rifons  into  all  the  ftrong  Towns,  and  wait  the 
Arrival  of  King  Edward ,  who  was  about  to 
go  over  thither  in  Perfon,  with  an  Army 
equal  to  that  of  France. 

The  Duke  of  Normandy  firfl;  attack’d  the 
Caftle  of  Miramont ,  which  he  took  by  Storm, 
putting  all  the  Garrifon  to  the  Sword  ;  than 
he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Ville-Franche  in 
the  Agenois ,  where  he  fcarce  gave  any  Quar¬ 
ter  •,  he  afterwards  befieg’d  Angouleftne  and 
took  it,  but  the  Garrifon  made  their  Efcape 
by  a  Stratagem  when  they  could  hold  out 
no  longer.  There  was  no  Inftance  of  any 
one  Place  furrendring  to  the  French ,  fo  faith¬ 
fully 
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fully  was  the  King  of  England  ferv’d  at  this  A.D.  1346 

time.  Z  ~FT 

And  now  the  French  Army  inverted  the 
ftrong  Caftle  of  Aguillon ,  which  the  Earl  of  TheCaftle 
Lane  after  had  provided  with  a  numerous  Gar-  of  -Aguillon 
rifon,  commanded  by  the  Lord  John  Mow-  'he 
hr  ay ,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  the  Lord  Walter  thewhole 
Manning ,  and  fome  of  the  bravert  Englijh  French  Ar- 
Generals, '  who  defended  the  Place  againft  the  my  for 
whole  French  Army  for  five  Months  and  up-  Months* 
wards,  tho’  they  were  frequently  attack’d 
from  Morning  till  Night,  with  the  utmort 
Fury,  by  frefh  Troops  from  the  numerous 
Army  of  the  Duke,  which  without  ceafing 
reliev’d  each  other. 

Before  this  Place  the  French  Army  were 
exceedingly  diminifh’d,  either  by  Sicknefs 
or  the  Sword:  For  the  Earl  of  Lancafter 
keeping  aloof  off  with  a  flying  Army,  cut 
off  their  Provifions  and  furpriz’d  their  Con¬ 
voys,  fo  that  they  were  in  a  manner  befieg’d 
in  their  Camp. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  the  many 
noble  A&ions  and  Stratagems  put  in  pradtile 
during  this  Siege.  It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
the  brave  Defence  of  this  Place  preferv’d  the 
Province  of  Gafcogny ,  till  King  Edward  had 
attack’d  France  on  the  fide  of  Normandy 
and  obtain’d  the  fignal  Vitrtory  of  CreJJyy 
which  oblig’d  the  Duke  of  Normandy  to  quit 
the  Siege  of  Aguillon  with  Precipitation  : 

And  this  brings  me  to  give  an  Account  of 
the  feveral  Enterprizes  of  the  Englijh  Army, 
which  was  commanded  this  Campaign  by 
King  Edward  in  Perfon. 

The  News  of  the  Siege  of  Aguillon ,  which 
the  Duke  of  Normandy  had  vow’d  never  to 
quit  till  he  had  taken,  made  King  Edward 

R  r  2  haftem 
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haften  his  Preparations  for  the  Relief  of  Gafi 
cogny  %  and  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  this 
War,  it  appears  he  feiz’d  upon  all  'the  Re¬ 
venues  of  the  Priors,  Alien  and  Foreign  Ec- 
clefiafticks,  who  were  generally  Natives  of 
France  and  Italy ,  and  in  the  Intereft  of  his 
Enemies  ^  and  all  things  being  ready  for  the 
Expedition,  he  appointed  his  fecond  Son, 
Prince  Lionel ,  Guardian  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  other 
faithful  and  experienc’d  Noblemen  his  Coun- 
fellors,  after  which  he  embark’d  at  Southa?np- 
ton  on  the  laid  of  June ,  being  accompanied 
by  his  eldeft'  Son  Edward  Prince  of  Wales , 
and  the  Flower  of  the  Englijh  Nobility,  and 
upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  Land  Forces  on 
Board  his  Fleet.  Before  he  fet  fail  he  de¬ 
clar’d,  That  if  any  Man’s  Heart  fail’d  him, 
he  was  at  liberty  to  return  home  ;  for  he  was 
determin’d  to  rely  on  the  Juftice  of  his  Caufe 
and  the  Bravery  of  his  Troops,  and  conquer 
his  Inheritance  or  die  in  the  Attempt,  and 
accordingly  fhould  difmifs  his  Fleet  as  foonas 
he  was  landed.  But  not  a  Soldier  ftirr’d,  all 
of  them  appear’d  ready  to  run  the  fame  For¬ 
tune  with  their  Prince  and  General,  of  whofe 
Courage  and  Conduct  they  had  had  fuch  am¬ 
ple  Experience.  The  King  thereupon  order’d 
theAdmirals  to  make  what  Sail  they  could  for 
the  Dutchy  of  Quienne ,  which  they  did  with 
a  fair  Wind  for  feveral  Days  ;  but  when  they 
were  above  half  Seas  over,  a  Storm  arofe  and 
drove  the  Fleet  back  to  the  Coaft  of  Cornwall 
where  having  lain  five  or  fix  Days,  the  Fleet 
fet  fail  a  fecond  time,  but  were  driven  back 
again  to  the  fame  Place  j  whereupon  the  Lord 
Godfrey  Har court,  a  Nobleman  of  Normandy , 
already  mention’d,  propos’d  fince  the  Wind 

con- 
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continu’d  contrary,  to  make  a  Defcent  in  Nor-  d.D.  1346 

mandy,  where  he  reprefented  the  King  would  - - “ 

find  a  plentiful  Country,  many  rich  open 
Towns,  and  few  Forces  to  oppofe  him,  the 
Bulk  of  the  French  Troops  being  with  the 
Duke  of  Normandy  at  the  Siege  of  Atguillon , 
and  that  Town  would  be  as  effectually  re¬ 
liev’d  by  the  Diverfion  the  King  would  make 
here,  as  by  his  landing  in  Gafiogny.  The  The  Kin* 
King,  who  was  remarkable  for  noching  more  meeting  & 
than  his  apprehending  and  Mftening  to  o-0od  with  con* 
Advice  when  it  was  offer’d  him,  upon  fome  Winds 
little  Confideration,  agreed  to  fteer  for  Nor-  lands  a’t 
i mandy,  and  landed  his  Troops  at  LaHogue ,  the  La 
rnofl  Northern  Promontory  of  that  Country  mNor~ 
on  the  nth  of  July  without  Oppofition. mandj' 

On  the  King’s  jumping  on  Shore,  ’tis  faid, 
he  happen’d  to  fall  and  make  his  Nofe  bleed, 
which  fome  of  his  Nobility  looking  on  as  O- 
piinous,  would  not  have  had  him  difembark’d 
his  Troops  that  Day  ;  but  the  King,  who  like 
§ther  Great  Generals  knew  how  to  convert 
the  Superftition  of  the  People  to  his  Advan¬ 
tage,  told  them  it  was  rather  a  Sign  the  Land 
long’d  for  him,  and  accordingly  proceeded 
with  all  Expedition  to  land  his  Men.  The 
Country  appear’d  in  a  terrible  Confternation, 
not  expe&ing  fuch  a  Vifit,  and  having  no 
Forces  to  protect  them,  forfook  their  Houfes 
for  the  raoft  part,  and  fled  to  the  Woods. 

The  King  having  Knighted  his  Son  the  Prince 
f»f  W ales ,  then  juft  turn’d  ©f  fixteen  Years 
ef  Age,  with  feveral  other  young  Noblemen, 

Began  his  March  into  the  Country  ;  but  firft 
fee  lent  back  the  greateft  part  of  his  Fleet  to 
JFnghnd*  referving  only  a  light  Squadron  to 
execute  his  Orders  on  the  Coaft  of  Normandy , 
and  attend  his  Motions.  The  whole  Army, 

which 
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X.D.  1346  which  ftill  confifted  of  about  thirty  thoufarrd 
rJ~~oEd'  Men,  ufually  march’d  in  three  Bodies  in  the 
ilL/^^3  Day-time,  but  conftantly  poiTefs’d  one  Camp 
Barfleur  at  Night.  Barfleur  was  one  of  the  firft  Towns 
ana  other  the  Englijh  took,  and  being  then  very  Rich, 
plunder’d  the  Plunder  of  it  was  given  to  the  Soldiers, 
oy  the1  Cherhurgh ,  Valogues ,  Monteburgh  and  Caren - 

Englijh.  tan ,  underwent  the  fame  Fate,  the  Plunder 

of  them  being  given  to  the  Troops,  which 
mightily  encourag’d  them.  In  this  laid  Place 
King  Edward  found  the  Quarters  of  feveral 
of  his  Friends  fet  upon  the  Gates  for  adhering 
to  his  Caufe,  which  he  order’d  to  be  buried. 
The  principal  Burghers  of  thefe  Towns  were 
for  the  moft  part  fent  on  Board  the  Fleet. 
The  King  having  made  himfelf  Matter  of 
many  other  Places,  and  amafs’d  together  vatt 
Quantities  of  Provifions  which  were  found  all 
over  the  Country  in  great  Plenty,  (the  Har- 
veft  being  juft  got  in)  invefted  the  City  of 
Caen ,  one  of  the  beft  Town  in  the  Province, 
into  which  the  Count  de  Eu,  Conftable  of 
France ,  had  thrown  himfelf  with  a  numerous 
Body  of  Troops,  and  had  determin’d  to  ftand 
upon  his  Defence  without  ftirring  out  of  the 
Place  •>  but  the  Citizens  depending  on  their 
Numbers,  and  their  being  fupported  by  the 
Troops  King  Philip  had  fent  them,  dettr’d 
Leave  of  the  Conftable  to  make  a  fally  and 
drive  the  Englijh  farther  from  their  Walls,  to 
which  the  Count  confented  s  whereupon  the 
Gates  were  fet  open,  and  the  Burghers  iftii’d 
out  very  manfully  •,  but  as  they  had  never 
feen  any  other  Forces  than  the  Militia  of  their 
Country  before,  the  Englijh  Army  no  fooner 
approach’d  them  than  they  turn’d  their  Backs 
and  fled,  the  Englijh  entering  the  Gates  with 
them  pell-mell.  The  Conftable5  with  his 

Men 
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JVlen  at  Arms  however,  made  a  confiderable 
3Refiftance  ;  but  they  were  at  length  glad  to 
Surrender  on  Condition  of  fparing  their  Lives, 

<and  the  Town,  which  was  prodigioufly  Rich,  The  City 
was  plunder’d.  The  Townfmen  killing  and  Caen 
’wounding  many  of  the  Englijh  with  Bricks  ^erj^anc* 
.and  Tiles  from  the  tops  of  the  Houfes  after  plunder  of 
■they  were  enter’d,  no  Quarter  was  given  for  it  fan  to 
fome  time,  infomuch  that  four  or  five  thou- 
;fand  Men  were  kill’d  while  the  Conflict  laftedi 
but  as  foon  as  ever  the  King  found  himfelf  in 
the  entire  Pofleffion  of  the  Place,  he  put  a 
Stop  to  the  Slaughter  of  the  miferable  Peo¬ 
ple. 

There  being  found  in  Caen  abundance  of 
Plate,  Jewels  and  rich  Merchandizes,  the 
King  order’d  a  Ship  Load  to  be  tranfported 
to  England ,  together  with  above  fourfcore 
Great  Lords,  and  three  hundred  wealthy  Ci¬ 
tizens  that  were  taken  in  the  Place,  and  whofe 
Ranfoms  amounted  to  a  very  great  Sum. 

This,  fay  the  French  Hiftorians,  Edward  did 
to  encourage  his  Subjects  to  bear  the  heavy 
Taxes  that  were  conftantly  impos’d  upon  them 
to  fupport  this  War.  Lijfeux  and  Eureux , 
two  other  confiderable  Cities  of  Normandy , 
were  taken  foon  after  Caen ,  and  the  Plunder 
of  them  in  like  manner  lent  by  the  Soldiers 
to  their  Friends  in  England  but  the  King 
gave  ftridt  Orders  that  no  Churches  or  Reli-  plenty  m 
gious  Houfes  lhould  be  damag’d,  and  that  Normandy. 
no  Corn  or  other  Provifions  fhould  be  de- 
ftroy’d  ;  fo  that  his  Army  enjoy’d  Plenty  of 
all  things,  the  Barns  being  full,  and  the  Or¬ 
chards  abounding  with  Fruit  at  that  time. 

The  King  continuing  his  March,  arriv’d  The  Pope 
at  Gaillon  near  Pont  de  L* Arche ,  where  two  offers  his 
Cardinals  met  him  from  the  Pope,  and  again  Me.diatlon 

offer’d  aga“' 
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A.D.  1 3-46  offer’d  him  their  Matter’s  Mediation  to  de- 
■  '*  cide  the  Controverfy  between  him  and  Philip , 

but  as  they  were  empower’d  to  offer  the  King 
no  more  than  the  entire  Dutchy  of  Guienne , 
moft  of  which  he  was  in  Poffettion  of  already, 
he  flighted  their  Propofals  and  difmifs’d  them ; 
knowing  they  were  lent  by  the  Pope  only  to 
amufe  him  and  gain  time  till  Philip  had  af- 
fembled  his  Forces ;  for  the  Pope  was  a  French¬ 
man  by  Nation,  and  entirely  in  the  Enemies 
Interett. 

The  King  The  King  continu’d  his  March  on  the  Weft 
continues  Side  of  the  Seine,  burning  and  plundering  all 
his  March  tfte  0pen  Towns  till  he  came  to  Poijfy,  within 
s£?to-C  fifteen  Miles  of  Paris,  from  whence  he  fent 
wards  Pa-  Detachments  to  the  very  Walls  of  that  City, 
ris,  burn-  which  fet  Fire  to  the  neighbouring  Villages, 
ingall  the  tQ  tjie  great  Terror  of  the  Parifiens ■;  but 

aboutTc  Philip  not  being  yet  join’d  by  his  Allies,  could 
not  be  provok’d  to  engage  the  Englijh,  tho* 
he  faw  his  Country  deftroy’d  from  the  Walls 
of  his  Capital. 

The  French  Army,  which  march’d  along  on 
the  Eaft  Bank  of  the  Seyne  as  the  Englijh 
did  on  the  Weft,  had  broken  down  all  the 
Bridges  on  that  River  to  prevent  their  being 
furpriz’d  •,  but  King  Edward  repair’d  the 
Bridge  of  Poijfy,  and  crofs’d  the  River  there, 
notwithftanding  the  Oppofition  he  met  with. 
From  hence  he  march’d  to  Pont  Oyfe,-  and  fo 
thro’  the  Vexin,  Francois  and  Beauvaifm,  burn¬ 
ing  and  deftroy-ing  the  Country  before  him, 
jje  He  bent  his  March  towards  Calais,  which  he 
marches  had  propos’d  to  make  himfelf  Matter  of  from 
towards  pjs  ft  landing  in  Normandy,  and  to  make  it 
Calais.  a  pjace  Gf  Arms,  from  whence  he  might  at 
-any  time  attack  France  at  his  Pleafure.  Nor 
could  he  attempt  any  thing  more  popular,  or 

of 
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,of  greater  Advantage  to  the  Englijh ,  the  A. D.  11^6 
,, French  ufing  to  carry  on  a  kind  of  pyratical  ^  20]rrf  j 
;War  from  that  Port  in  the  fame  manner  as 
,the  Dunkirkers  didin  the  late  Wars.  But  to 
,.proceed,  King  Edward  having  done  all  that 
;lay  in  his  Power  to  provoke  Philip  to  Battel, 
tas  well  by  ravaging  his  Country  as  the  ChaL 
•lenges  he  fent  him,  Philip  let  him  know  on 
•the  17th  of  Augujl  that  if  he  would  forbear 
churning  his  Country  he  would  meet  him  and 
give  him  Battel  the  next Thurfday,  or  elfeon  the 
Saturday,  Sunday  or  Monday  following.  King 
1 Edward  at  this  time  had  his  head  Quarters  in 
a  fine  Abby  near  Beauvais,  from  wnence  he 
inarch’d  the  next  Morning,  and  obferving  his 
JPeople  had  fet  the  Abbey  on  Fire  foon  after 
;he  was  gone,  he  crder’d  twenty  of  them  to 
be  hang’d,  having  by  Proclamation  on  his 
Ifirft  landing  prohibited  the  violating  Churches 
'and  Religious  Houfes  on  pain  of  Death. 

1  Philip  naming  a ffembled  molt  of  hisTroop.',  Philip  en- 
and  being  jo  n’d  by  his  Allies  John  King  of  deavcurs 
Bohemia  and  Charles  King  of  the  Romans,  his 
Son  Ralph  Duke  of  Lorraine,  the  Lord  John  xheSomml' 

: hainav.lt ,  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  James  King 
of  Majorca,  James  Son  of  the  Dauphin  of 
Vienne  and  many  other  Lords,  with  their 
German  and  Low  Country  Troops,  and  by 
General  Dcria,  with  fifteen  thouland  Genoefe 
Crofbows,  advanc’d  as  far  as  Amiens,  and 
finding  the  Englijh  intended  to  continue  their 
March  to  wares  Calais,  he  broke  down  all  tne 
Bridges  on  the  River  Somme  which  lay  in  their 
way,  and  fortify’d  every  Ford  upon  that 
River,  determining  to  dilpute  the  Pafldge 
with  his  Rival,  i'he  Englijh  made  ievcral 
Attempts  to  pafs  the  Somme,  but  found  it 
Vql.  XVIi.  S  f  fo 
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ji.D.  1346  fo  well  guarded  that  they  were  always  re- 

- -  puls’d  •,  till  one  of  the  French  Prifoners,  on 

Promife  of  a  great  Reward,  Ihew’d  them  a 
Ford  below  Abbeville  that  was  very  Shallow  at 
low  Water,  and  here  King  Edward  refolv’d 
once  more  to  attempt  the  Paflfage  with  his 
whole  Army,  tho’  Gondemar  de  Fay ,  a  Nor¬ 
man  Lord,  was  polled  on  the  other  fide  to 
great  Advantage,  with  a  Body  of  twelve 
thoufand  of  Philip* s  bell  Troops.  The  Eng- 
lip  march’d  all  Night  with  great  Expedition, 
and  came  to  the  Ford  by  break  of  Day,  left 
the  French  Ihould  draw  down  all  their  Troops 
that  way  and  fall  upon  them  before  they  were 
got  over.  The  Tide  of  Ebb  was  no  fooner 
come,  therefore,  but  the  King  drew  up  his 
whole  Army  in  order  to  pafs  tne  River  ;  but 
before  they  reach’d  the  oppofite  Shore,  the 
French  General  Gondemar  charg’d  them  brave¬ 
ly  in  the  Water,  and  there  happen’d  a  linart 
Engagement.  King  Edward  however  forc’d 
his  Way,  and  cut  in  Pieces  moft  of  the 
Troops  that  oppos’d  him  ;  tho’  the  Englp 
receiv’d  fome  Lofs  from  the  Van-guard  of  the 
French  Army  which  came  to  the  Ford  before 
all  the  Troops  were  got  to  the  other  fide.. 
Here,  ’tis  laid,  King  Edward  offer’d  Philip 
a  free  Pafiage  over  the  Ford  if  he  would  give 
him  Battel  •,  but  the  French  Centrals  did  not 
think  fit  to  accept  the  Challenge,  and  march’d 
back  again  to  Abbeville ,  where  they  had  a 
Bridge  over  the  Somme.  In  the  mean  time 
King  Edward  continu’d  his  March  to  the  Fo- 
reft  of  Crejfy  in  Ponthieu ,  where  he  poll  E’d 
himfelf  of  an  advantageous  Camp,  deter¬ 
mining  there  to  wait  for  the  Enemy,  who 
gave  out  that  the  Engltjh  fled  before  them. 

The 
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The  King  had  chofen  a  Place  for  the  En-  AD.\i$ 
gagement,  where  his  Flanks  were  fecur’d  from  d  -1 
,being  attack’d  by  a  River  and  large  Ditches 
or  Entrenchments,  and  in  his  Rear  he  had  a 
Wood,  between  which  and  the  Army  he  made 
an  Inclofure,  where  all  his  Carriag  s,  Provi¬ 
sions  and  Horfes  were  fecur’d  (for  according 
to  moft  Writers  the  Men  at  Arms  diimounted 
and  fought  on  Foot  that  Day.)  The  Englifh  The  Eng* 
Army,  confifting  of  thirty  thoufand  Men,  lift  Army 
was  divided  into  three  great  Battalions,  tho* 
it  is  not  very  clear  fiom  the  Writers  that  de-  1  ,np« 
fcribe  this  Battel,  whether  the  two  firft  Bat= 
talions  made  but  one  Line,  or  whether  thefe 
three  Bodies  flood  in  the  Rear  of  each  other. 

It  is  moft  probable  the  Army  v/as  drawn  up 
in  three  Lines,  which  thofe  Writers  call  three 
Battalions,  and  that  the  Ground  would  not 
admit  of  drawing  up  more  than  one  of  thefe 
Lines  or  Battalions  in  Front.  It  feems  to  me 
alfo  that  the  heavy  arm’d  Men  on  Foot  made 
the  Center  of  each  Line,  and  that  the  Archers 
were  upon  the  Wings.  We  are  inform’d  fur-  ThePrince 
ther,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  led  the  firft  of  Wales 
Line  or  Battalion,  being  affifted  by  the  Lord  command* 
'Thomas  Beauchamp  Earl  o {Warwick,  the  Lord  0 
John  Vere  Earl  of  Oxford ,  the  Lord  Godfrey 
harcourt  the  Norman ,  the  Lord  Ralph  Staf¬ 
ford ,  the  Lord  John  de  la  Ware,  the  Lord 
Thomas  Holland ,  the  Lord  Reginald  Ccbham, 
the  Lord  Bartholomew  Borwajh ,  and  his  Son 
the  Lord  John  Bohun ,  the  Lord  Robert  Bour- 
chier ,  the  Lord  John  Chandos ,  the  Lord  Tho¬ 
mas  Clifford ,  Sir  Thomas  Neville ,  and  feVeral 
other  Perfons  of  Diftindtion,  this  Body  cor,- 
fifting  of  eight  hundred  Men  at  Arms,  four 
thouland  Archers  and  fix  tnoufand  Weljh , 

S  f  2  which 
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j.D- 1346  which  I  prefume  were  Foot  or  Light  Horfe 
- - 7  difmounted. 

J.  zo Ed.  1  yjie  p.con^  Ljne  was  commanded  by  Ri- 
The  Earls  chard  Fite- Alan  Earl  of  Arundel,  William  Bo- 
of  Arur.del  hun  Eai  1  of  Northampton,  the  Lord  John 
and  Nor-  Willoughby,  the  Lord  William  Roos,  the  Lord 
theTecond.  b  Bajfet,  the  Lord  Milton,  and  Sir  Lewis 
1  *  fuften,  and  confifted  of  eight  hundred  Men' 

at  Arms,  two  thoufand  four  hundred  Archers, 
and  four  thoufand  Bill-men.  The  third  Line 
^ced  ing  was  commanded  by  the  King  in  Perfon,  af- 
fifted  by  John  Lord  Mowbray,  Roger  Lord 
Mortimer,  Ahcmas  Lord  Dagworlh,  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Gcldjbtrough  and  other  Officers  of  Note, 
and  confifted  of  feven  hundred  Men  at  Arms, 
fix  thoufand  Archers,  and  five  thoufand  three 
hundred  Bill-men.  Mr.  Barnes ,  who  wrote 
the  Life  of  King  Edward  III.  has  given  us 
the  Names  of  more  than  twenty  Englijh  No¬ 
blemen  more  that  were  in  this  Battel  ;  bnt  I 
prefume  thofe  already  enumerated  were  Ge¬ 
nerals.  The  King  alfo  made  fifty  new  Knights 
on  this  Occafion.  It  was  on  the  24th  of  Au- 
guft  that  the  Englijh  Army  drawn  up  in  this 
Pofture  flood  exp  bring  the  Enemy,  who  be¬ 
ing  however  at  iome  Diftance,  King  Edward 
order’d  his  Troops  to  refrefh  themfelves  about 
nine  in  the  Morning,  and  then  lie  down  upon 
their  Arms  in  their  Ranks. 

The  French  Army,  confiding  of  an  hundred 
Army  am-  thoufand  Men,  began  their  march  from  Abbe- 
fiiting otan  •yf/Zc,  ( about  nine  Miles  diftance  from  the 
hundr  d  Englijh  Camp)  at  Sun  rife,  and  having  ad- 
^°fndd  vanc’d  two  Leagues,  their  Generals  began  to 
vanceV  form  them  in  order  of  Battel,  drawing  them 
gainit  the  up  fa  nine  large  Battalions  or  Lines  ;  but  it 
Englijh,  beino-  now  near  Noon,  and  fome  of  their 

I roops 
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Troops  fatigu’d  with  marching  and  others  not  4.D.  134.6 

come  up,  Philip  was  advis’d  to  halt  and  re- - - 

frefn  his  Men  that  Day,  and  not  begin  the 
Battel  till  the  next,  to  which  he  conicnted, 
and  Orders  were  given  out  accordingly  v  but 
the  Duke  of  Alenzon  the  King’s  Brother,  and 
feme  other  ralh  young  Noblemen,  relying 
upon  their  vaft  Superiority,  were  fo  much  in 
hafte  to  begin  the  Fight,  that  they  even  rods 
:  over  a  Body  of  fifteen  thoufand  Genoefe  Crof- 
bowmen  of  their  own  fide  that  were  in  the 
Front,  to  come  at  their  Enemies  the  Englifh , 

.  becaufe  the  Genoefe  would  not  advance  con¬ 
trary  to  their  Orders.  Others  fay,  the  Ge~ 
noefe  finding  the  Strings  ol  their  Croibows 
:  wet  and  ufelefs,  by  a  Shower  that  fell  at  that 
:  time,  were  retiring,  wnich  occafio /d  the 
;  Duke  of  Alenzon  to  apprehend  Treachery  and 
.  ride  over  them.  But  all  agree,  that  the  Ge-  The  Battel 
|  noefe  left  the  Field  abruptly,  and  put  the  0 iCreJfy. 

.  other  Troops  in  Confufion,  and  that  the 
:  Duke  of  Alenzon  being  engag’d  with  the  Bo¬ 
dy  commanded  by  the  Prince  of  (Vales , 

King  Philip  and  the  rift  of  his  Army  were 
oblig’d  to  march  and  fupport  him,  tho’  Or¬ 
ders  had  been  given  out  to  Encamp  that 
Night. 

It  was  near  four  a  Clock  in  the  Afternoon 
when  the  Battel  begun,  and  as  I  apprehend 
it,  ( tho’  the  French  were  much  more  nume¬ 
rous  than  the  Eng'ifh)  fuch  was  the  Situation 
of  the  Ground,  that  they  could  not'extend 
their  Front  beyond  that  of  their  Enemies,  or 
attack  them  in  Flank  or  Rear  ;  fo  that  the 
Body  under  the  Prince  of  (Vales  fought  with 
the  Duke  of  Alenzon  upon  equal  Terms ;  all 
the  Difadvantage  was,  that  when  the  Duke’s 

Troops 
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J.D- 1 346  Troops  were  defeated,  their  Places  were  ftill 

- “  fupplied  by  others,  fo  that  the  Prince  was 

forc’d  to  fuftain  the  Attacks  of  feveral  Bodies 
fucceftively  ;  infomuch  that  we  find  the  le- 
cond  Line  or  Battalion,  commanded  by  the 
Earls  of  Arundel  and  Northampton ,  were  at 
length  forc’d  to  fupport  the  Prince.  And 
other  Troops  ftill  advancing  againft  him,  the 
Generals  thought  it  was  time  to  fend  to  the 
King  who  commanded  the  third  Line,  for  a 
Reinforcement.  But  Edward ,  who  flood  up¬ 
on  a  Hill,  and  could  better  furvey  the  Field 
and  judge  of  the  Circumftances  of  the  Fight 
than  thole  that  were  in  it,  found  there  was  no 
Occafion  for  his  Aftiftance,  and  therefore  de¬ 
clar’d  his  Son  fhould  have  the  Honour  of  the 
Day,  he  would  not  be  concern’d  in  the  Bat¬ 
tel.  From  whence  it  is  evident,  that  thefe 
three  Bodies  or  Lines  of  the  Englijh  icood  in 
the  Rear  of  each  other,  for  had  they  made 
but  one  Front,  the  French  would  have  en¬ 
gag’d  them  ail  at  once,  whereas  we  fee  the 
Earls  of  Arundel  and  Northampton  did  not 
engage  till  che  Prince  was  hard  prefs’d,  and 
the  King  did  not  ftnke  a  Stroke  that  Day. 
It  feems  pretty  clear  alfo,  that  the  Englijh 
only  defign’d  to  maintain  their  Ground  that 
Day,  and  never  purfu’d  the  Enemy  far  till 
next  Morning.  But  to  be  a  little  more  par¬ 
ticular,  The  Earl  o iAlenzon^  the  French  King’s 
Brother,  was  kill’d  in  the  firitCharge  he  made, 
which  occafion’d  the  Body  he  commanded  to 
fall  into  Confufion  fuddenly  the  next  great 
Body  that  advanc’d  to  charge  the  Prince, 
were  difpers’d  by  the  leco  id  Line  of  the 
Englijh ,  which  came  to  the  Prince’s  Relief, 
and  by  their  united  Forces  they  repeU’dJKun.g 


EDWARD  III.  ii9 

Philip ,  who  charg’d  at  the  Head  of  a  third  -<£.£>■  1346 
Body  of  Horfe,  with  the  old  King  of  Bohe-  ~ — ■ 
7nia,  (  and  i'ome  fay  a  fourth )  which  being  j 

broken  alfo,  the  French  turn’d  their  Backs 
and  fled,  tho’  it  was  with  fome  Difficulty 
that  King  Philip  was  periuaded  to  leave  the 
Field,  after  he  had  lecciv’d  two  Wounds  and 
been  twice  difmounted.  The  King  of  Bohemia  The 
loft  his  Life  in  this  laft  Charge,  his  Standard  Prince 
which  was  embroider’d  with  Eftrich  Feathers,  c^kes 
the  Motto  ICH  DTEN  or  I  SERVE,  Sink 
being  taken  by  the  Piince  of  Wales ,  he  after-  Standard 
wards  bore  three  Eftrich  Feathers  in  his  Co-  °f£itrich 
ronct  with  the  fame  Motto  :  And  thefe  are  featliers- 
to  this  Day  commonly  call’d  Fhe  Prince’s 
Arms.  The  King  of  Majorca ,  the  Earl  of  Noblemen 
Blois,  the  Earl  of  Flanders ,  the  Duke  of  teill’d  in 
Lorrain ,  the  Dauphin  of  Vienne ,  Antonio  Do-  ^  Battel. 
ria  General  of  the  Genoefe ,  and  the  Earl  of 
Harcourt  alfo  were  among  the  Slain,  with 
fifteen  other  great  Lords,  twelve  hundred 
Knights,  and  four  thoufand  Men  at  Arms, 
beftdes  common  Soldiers  •,  the  Lofs  being  ve¬ 
ry  inconfiderable  on  the  fide  of  the  Englijh , 
not  one  Nobleman  miffing. 

The  Battel  being  over,  the  King  congra¬ 
tulated  his  Son  on  the  Vidtory,  and  order’d 
a  Thankfgn  in  ^  for  it  that  very  Night.  Ear¬ 
ly-  the  next  Morning,  great  Detachments  of 
Horfe  were  fent  out  to  purfiie  the  flying  Ene¬ 
my,  who  meeting  leveral  other  Bodies  entire 
that  were  coming  to  join  the  French  Army, 
cut  them  in  pieces,  infomuch  that  the  Slaugh¬ 
ter  of  the  fecond  Day  was  not  inferior  to  the 
firft,  for  the  Battel  continuing  late  in  the 
Night,  they  had  receiv’d  no  Notice  of  their 
Friends  Misfortune,  and  as  the  French ,  confi¬ 
dent 


32©  fhe  History  of  England. 

JD.  1346  dent  of  their  Succefs,  had  order’d  no  Quarter 

A  a ~Ed.  C0  Siven’  t^ie  Englijh  had  done  the  fame, 
which  they  had  a  further  Reafon  for,  name¬ 
ly,  that  they  had  no  Troops  to  fpare  to 
guard  their  Prifoners,*and  this  occafion’d  the 
Battel  of  Crejfy  to  be  one  of  the  bloodieft 
that  had  been  fought  on  the  fide  of  the  Con¬ 
quer’d.  When  the  King  order’d  the  Field 
to  be  furvey’d  the  next  Evening,  being  Sun- 
30000  day,  it  appear’d  that  no  lefs  than  thirty 

common  thoufand  of  the  Enemy  had  loft  their  Lives, 
befides  the  Noblemen  and  Men  at  Arms 
above- mention’d. 

On  Monday  the  King  continu’d  his  March 
for  Calais.,  but  order’d  a  Truce  to  d)e  pro¬ 
claim’d  for  three  Days,  that  the  Neighbour¬ 
ing  Towns  and  Villages  might  have  an  Op» 
portuniry  of  burying  their  dead  Friends. 

As  to  the  unfortunate  Philip ,  he  efcap’d 
out  of  the  Fidd  the  Night  the  Battel  was 
fought,  with  about  fixty  Horfe,  and  came 
to  the  Caftle  of  Bray  ;  and  the  Governor  de¬ 
manding  whom  he  was,  he  anfwer’d,  Phe 
Fortune  of  France ,  and  was  let  in  :  After  he 
had  taken  fome  Refrejfhment,  he  retir’d  to 
Amiens ,  and  from  thence  to  Paris. 

And  here  it  is  very  natural  to  enquire,  be¬ 
fore  we  proceed  further,  how  it  came  to  pafs 
that  the  Englijh  obtain’d  fo  great  a  Victory , 
when  their  Enemies  were  more  than  three 
times  their  Number:  And  when  they  had 
made  fuch  a  Slaughter  of  the  French  Troops, 
and  put  the  Country  into  the  utmoft  Con¬ 
firmation,  why  they  did  not  take  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  it,  and  march  directly  to  Paris , 
if  they  had  any  Hopes  or  Intentions  of  ma¬ 
king  a  Conquefl  of  France . 


My 
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■  My  Countrymen,  I’m  confcious,  are  apt  A.D.i 34.6 
to  afcribe  this  Victory  to  the  fuperior  Courage  ,  ’ 

of  the  Englijh  ;  fome  of  the  moft  fanguine  ' 
among  them,  even  in  our  Times,  have  en-  Remarks 
tertain’d  a  Notion,  that  one  Englishman  will  upon  the 
beat  Half-a-Dozen  Frenchmen.  But  ihould  \ 

we  give  into  this  extravagant  Opinion,  it  theState 
would  be  no  Reafon  of  their  Succefs  here,  oftheWar, 
for  in  this  Battel  were  fifteen  thoufand  Ge- 
noefs  Crofsbowmen,  then  efteem’d  as  good 
Troops  as  any  in  Europe ,  and  fill  more  Ger¬ 
mans ,  commanded  by  ^heir  own  Princes  ; 
and  it  is  evident  that  King  Edward  did  not 
think  his  Troops  a  Match  for  thefe  numerous 
Forces  in  the  open  Field,  for  as  foon  as  he 
undefftood  they  were  join’d,  he  began  to  re¬ 
tire,  in  order  to  get  to  the  Sea-Coalts,  where 
he  might  be  reinforc’d  from  England ,  or  at 
leaf  to  Flanders ,  where  he  had  a  great  many 
Friends ;  and  when  he  found  himfelf  too  hot¬ 
ly  purfu’d  to  recover  either,  he  look’d  out 
for  a  ftrong  Camp,  where  the  Advantage  of 
the  Ground  might  make  amends  for  his  want 
of  Numbers.  King  Philip' s  Misfortune  feems 
to  have  proceeded  therefore,  not  from  the 
want  of  Courage  in  his  Troops,  but  from 
their  being  too  fenfible  of  their  Superiority, 
and  ufmg  too  little  Caution  ;  or  elfe  from 
their  being  compos’d  of  feveral  Nations  that 
did  not  pay  a  due  Obedience  to  their  Gene¬ 
ral  :  Every  Lord  feems  to  have  charg’d  with 
his  own  Men  as  he  faw  fit,  without  afling  in 
Concert  with  the  reft  of  the  Army.  Another 
Misfortune  to  the  French ,  was,  their  begin¬ 
ning  the  Attack  when  they  themfelves  were 
fatigu'd  by  a  long  March,  and  all  their 
Troops  were  not  come  up;  and  their  Enemy 
in  a  Camp  fo  fituated,  that  their  Numbers 
Vot,  XVlL  Tt  were 
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J.D.  1346  were  of  little  Advantage  to  them.  There  is 
~T  no  doubt  alfo  but  King  Edward  was  by  far 
the  belt  General  of  that  Age,  and  had  his 
Troops  under  an  exadt  Difcipline  ;  they  were 
all  of  one  Nation,  and  mov’d  as  regularly  as 
if  they  had  been  animated  by  the  fame  Soul. 
Philip  on  the  other  hand,  is  faid  to  have 
fhewn  fome  perfonal  Courage,  but  there  are 
fcarce  any  Inftances  of  his  Condudt  as  a  Ge¬ 
neral. 

Mezeray ,  a  late  French  Hiftorian,  indeed, 
fuppofes  the  Englijh  made  ufe  of  Cannon  in 
this  Engagement,  not  being  able  otherwife 
to  account  for  the  Misfortune  of  his  Country¬ 
men  :  But  as  no  Englijh  Author  mentions 
their  having  great  Guns,  or  indeed  any  other 
Writer  of  that  Age,  and  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  Cannon  had  ever  been  us’d  in  any 
Battel  then,  I  take  it  for  granted  there  w’ere 
none  in  the  Englijh  Army. 

It  is  evident  alfo  from  King  Edward’s  not 
marching  to  Paris  after  this  Vidfory,  that  he 
apprehended  himfelf  not  able  to  maintain  his 
Ground  yet  in  the  Heart  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
we  find  very  few  of  the  French  revolted  to 
him  ;  and  there  was  not  only  the  Country  it- 
felf,  and  the  Remains  of  that  great  Army  he 
had  defeated  to  contend  with,  but  another 
Army  in  Guienne ,  commanded  by  the  Duke 
of  Normandy ,  and  Reinforcements  daily  ex- 
pedted  from  the  Allies  of  France  •,  on  which 
Confiderations,  King  Edward’s  March  to- 
Paris  would  have  been  a  very  delperate  At¬ 
tempt  ;  and  we  always  find  this  Prince  ex- 
treamly  cautious,  never  engaging  in  an  En- 
•  terprize  till  he  had  an  AHurance  of  being, 
v/ell  fupported.  It  is  pretty  apparent  alfo, 
from  his  burning  and  plundering  the  Country 

from 
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from  the  time  of  his  landing,  that  he  had  A.D.i 346 
little  Hopes  of  gaining  the  Affections  of  the  'A  zoEc!  ~ 
People,  or  bringing  about  a  Revolution  in 
France  at  this  time.  He  march’d  therefore, 
according  to  his  firll  Defign,  to  Calais ,  where 
he  could  be  reinforc’d  both  from  England  and 
Flanders ,  determining  to  make  himfelf  Ma¬ 
iler  of  that  Town,  whereby  he  Ihould  get 
Footing  in  the  Country,  and  be  enabled  to 
take  Advantage  of  any  favourable  Jundture 
that  might  offer  afterwards,  to  recover  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  Territories  he  claim’d. 

But  to  return.  From  the  Field  of  Battel  K.  Ed™, 
King  Edward  march’d  the  26th  of  Augnft  continues 
to  the  Abby  of  Monftrevil,  where  he  caus’d 
the  Body  of  the  King  of  Bohemia ,  and  the  Calais . 
other  great  Lords  to  be  interr’d,  attending 
with  the  Prince  their  Funeral  Obfequies. 

The  nej£t  Day  he  continu’d  his  March  to¬ 
wards  Bologn ,  burning  all  the  Country  as  he 
pafs’d  ;  which  fhews  he  had  little  Hopes  of 
bringing  about  a  Revolution  in  France  at 
prefent,  as  has  been  obferv’d  already ;  and 
on  the  laft  of  Augufi ,  according  to  fome,  or 
on  the  feventh  of  September ,  according  to 
others,  he  in  veiled  the  Town  of  Calais ,  and 
having  fummon’d  the  Governor  to  furrender 
to  him  as  King  of  France,  on  Pain  of  being 
us’d  as  a  Tray  tor,  the  Governor  anfwer’d, 
he  knew  but  one  King  of  France ,  who  had 
committed  the  Place  to  his  Charge,  and  to 
whom  only  he  fhould  deliver  it  up.  Where-r 
upon  King  Edward  finding  the  Town  was 
very  ftrong,  and  the  Winter  approaching,  he 
refolv’d  to  turn  the  Siege  into  a  Blockade, 
and  reduce  the  Place  by  Famine  j  according*- 
ly  he  threw  up  Lines  of  Circumvallation  at 
fome  Diftance3  and  built  little  Houfes  and 

T  t  2  Huts 


324  The  History  ^/England. 

4-D.  1346  Huts  upon  them  for  the  Convenience  of  his 
Troops,  ordering  the  Town  to  be  block’d 
Up  towards  the  Sea  by  beven  hundred  Sail  of 
'  Ships.  The  Governor  obferving  that  the 

Want  of  Provifions  would  in  time  oblige  him 
to  furrender,  fent  out  of  the  Town  feventeen 
hundred  nfelefs  Mouths,  whom  the  King 
might,  according  to  the  Rules  of  War,  have 
driven  back  again,  but  he  generoufly  order’d 
them  all  a  Dinner,  and  fome  Money  to  be 
diftributed  among!!  them,  and  then  permit¬ 
ted  them  to  go  into  the  Neighbouring  Coun¬ 
tries.  And  here  the  Fnglijh  having  a  Com¬ 
munication  with  the  Sea,  and  with  their  Friends 
the  Flemmings ,  had  every  thing  in  great  Plen¬ 
ty,  and  Markets  as  regularly  kept  in  their 
Camp  as  in  a  great  Town. 

In  the  mean  time  King  Philip  aflembled  the 
Remains  of  his  broken  Troops,  and  order’d 
his  Son  John  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Aignillon  in 
Guienne  and  join  him.  Whereupon  Duke 
John  having  JlornTd  the  Caftle  of  Aignillon  ' 
again  from  Morning  till  Night  in  vain,  o- 
bey’d  his  Orders  and  return’d  to  Paris ;  but 
his  Army  was  attack’d  in  their  Retreat  by 
the  Garrifon  of  Aignillon ,  and  loft  fix  or  feven 
hundred  Men.  And  the  Earl  of  Derby  ta¬ 
king  the  Field  again,  march’d  into  Poifiou, 
ravaging  the  Country,  and  making  himfelf 
Mailer  of  feveral  French  Towns,  particular¬ 
ly  of  Monftrevil ,  Bonnin ,  where  the  French 
King  had  a  Mint  for  Coining  Money : 
Here,  to  encourage  his  Men  to  behave  Gal¬ 
lantly,  he  promis’d  every  one  what  Money 
he  could  feize,  which  had  fo  good  an  Effed, 
that  the  Town  was  taken  by  Storm  ;  and  in 
it  a  Weljh  Knight  difcovering  a  vaft  Sum  of 
Money,  went  and  acquainted  the  Earl  with 
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t,  not  imagining  it  could  be  his  Intention  ^£>1346 
hat  fuch  a  Treafure  fhould  be  poffefs’d  by  a 
private  Perfon  •,  but  the  Earl  told  him,  he  , 
vifh’d  him  Joy  of  his  Prize,  and  if  it  had  The  Earl 
)een  as  much  more  he  fhould  have  had  it,  he  °*  Lau~ 
vould  touch  none  of  it ;  he  regarded  his  of 

Word  and  Honour  beyond  any  Sum  of  Mo-  </reat 
ley  whatever.  An  Example  f’eldom  imitated  Honour, 
n  our  Times.  On  the  contrary,  we  fee  Offi- 
:ers  when  their  Men  have  got  a  little  Plun¬ 
der  at  the  Hazard  of  their  Lives,  fearching 
them,  and  taking  it  away  frequently  by 
Eprce, 

In  the  mean  time.  King  Philip ,  in  order  The  Scots 
to  draw  Edward  from  the  Siege  of  Calais,  break  the 
prevail’d  on  his  good  A llie,  David  Bruce,  to  Truce, 
break  the  Truce  with  England:  Of  which 
King  Edward  receiving  fome  Intimation, 
fent  feveral  Lords  over  to  England  with  a 
felesff  Body  of  Troops  to  defend  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Counties,  who  were  order’d  however, 

In  the  firft  Place,  to  offer  David  advan- 
tagious  Conditions  of  Peace,  particularly, 
to  deliver  up  Berwick,  and  to  renounce  King 
Baliol’s  Intereft,  as  ’tis  laid  ;  but  the  latter  is 
by  no  Means  probable  :  However,  King  Philip 
having  diftributed  large  Sums  in  the  Scoti/h 
Court,  and  fent  over  feveral  thoufand  Genoefe 
Mercenaries  to  their  Affiftance,  a  War  was 
refolv-d  on,  and  all  the  Vaffals  of  that  Crown 
being  fummon’d  to  appear  at  the  general 
Rendezvous,  they  march’d  into  England  with 
a  Body  of  fixty  thoufand  Men,  deftroying  They  de- 
all  the  Country  before  them  with  Fire  and  ftroy  all 
Sword,  except  two  or  three  Towns,  where  tj^eNor" 
they  propos’d  to  lay  up  Magazines  for  their  Coumiesas 
Army,  among  which  Durham  was  one  5  for  far  as  Dur- 
thus  far  they  were  advanc’d  before  they  met  bam. 
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4-D.  1346  with  any  confiderable  Oppofition  ;  and  his 
laid,  that  David  was  guilty  of  many  Adis  ol 
Cruelty  and  Injuftice  in  this  March,  parti¬ 
cularly  at  the  Caftle  of  Ludel ,  where  the 
Governor,  Sir  Robert  Selby ,  furrendering  upon 
Promife  of  having  his  own  and  his  Childrens 
Lives,  David  order’d  his  Children  to  be 
murder’d  before  his  Face,  and  then  ftruck 
off  the  Father’s  Head,  King  David  alfo  is 
charg’d  with  plundering  Churches  and  Reli¬ 
gious  Houfes,  making  no  Difference  between 
Things  Sacred  and  Prophane. 

Upon  this  terrible  Invafion,  Queen  Philip¬ 
pa  went  down  to  Tork  in  Perfon,  attended  by 


Q^Pbilip- 
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the  Field  the  Generals  King  Edward  had  fent  to  her 


againft  the 


Scots. 


Affiftance,  and  there  appear’d  about  fixteen 
thoufand  Veteran  Troops  at  the  general  Ren¬ 
dezvous,  befides  a  great  Number  of  Vo- 
luntiers,  among  whom  were  feveral  Monks 
and  other  Ecclefiafticks,  who  look’d  upon 
the  Scots  as  a  kind  of  Infidels ,  by  their  de- 
ftroying  every  thing  that  was  Sacred. 

The  Englijh  Army  advanc’d  till  they  came 
within  three  Miles  of  Durham ,  where  they 
drew  up  in  Battalia,  dividing  their  Forces  in¬ 
to  four  Bodies,  confifting  of  four  thoufand 
Men  each  ;  three  of  thefe  Bodies  form’d  a 
Line,  and  the  fourth  compos’d  the  Referve, 
The  fir  ft  was  commanded  by  the  Lord  Henry 
Percy ,  aflifted  by  the  Bifhop  of  Durham ,  the 
Earl  of  Angus ,  the  Lord  Thomas  Mufigrave , 
and  the  Lord  Henry  Scroop .  The  fecond  by 
William  Touch  Archbifhop  of  Tork,  and  the 
Bifhop  of  Carlijle ,  aflifted  by  the  Lord  Ne~ 
vil  and  the  Lord  HaJlings.  The  Third  by  the 
Bifhop  of  Lincoln ,  aflifted  by  the  Lord  Mow¬ 
bray ,  the  Lord  John  Leyburn,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Rokely  High-Sheriff  of  Torkjhire .  The  Body 
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Referve  was  commanded  by  King  Baliol,  ^-D-1 34& 
tacompany’d  by  John  Stratford  Archbifbop  of  J  zoJJ% 
' Canterbury ,  William  Lord  Rofs ,  and  Robert  , 

Lord  Bertram  \  befides  which,  the  Queen  had 
k  particular  Guard,  commanded  by  the  Lords 
Deincourt  and  Ogle. 

:  The  Scots  up  drew  in  three  great  Divifions,  TheBattd 
the  firft  commanded  by  the  Lord  Robert  Stu-  oiDurham‘ 
’nrt  and  the  Earl  of  March ,  the  fecond  by  the 
Earls  of  Murray  and  Douglas ,  and  the  third 
by  King  David  in  Perfon,  attended  by  the 
Flower  of  the  Scotijh  Nobility  and  the  French 
Auxiliaries.  The  Body  of  Referve  of  the 
Englijh  kept  out  of  Sight,  which  was  the 
Realon  the  Scots  had  no  Troops  to  oppofe 
them.  The  Englijh  extended  their  Front 
equal  to  that  of  the  Scots ,  and  by  Confe- 
quence  not  half  fo  many  in  Depth,  prefuming 
poffibly  on  the  Goodnels  of  their  Troops, 
and  endeavouring  thereby  to  avoid  their  being 
charg’d  in  Flank.  The  EngliJJo  Archers  and 
the  Genoefe  Crofsbow-men  began  the  Fight  •, 
the  Genoefe  having  the  word  ot  it  here  as  well 
as  at  Crejfy ,  on  their  Retreat  the  Lord  Ro¬ 
bert  Stuart  and  the  Lord  Percy  engag’d  with 
their  Men  at  Arms  Hand  to  Hand,  and  main¬ 
tain’d  an  obftinate  Fight  •,  whereupon  old 
King  Balioli  with  his  Body  of  Referve,  came 
to  the  Affiftance  of  Percy ,  and  fo  broke  this 
Body  of  Sects ,  that  they  were  oblig’d  to  retire, 
tho’  the  Englifio  did  not  think  fit  to  purfue 
them  while  the  other  Bodies  remain’d  entire. 

Baliol  afterwards  attack’d  the  Divifion  com¬ 
manded  by  King  David  his  Rival,  in  Flank, 
who  being  already  hard  prefs’d  in  Front,  were 
put  into  Confufion  j  and  the  third  Divifion 
feeing  the  Misfortune  of  the  other  two,  took 
to  their  Heels  and  fled  in  like  manner,  there 

being 
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being  fifteen  thoufand  of  the  Scots  kill’d  upon 
the  Spot,  and  great  Numbers  made  Prifonersj 
the  latter  was  King  David  himfelf, 
who  had  receiv’d  two  Wounds,  the  Earls  of 
Fife ,  Mentieth  and  Southerland  •,  the  Lord 
Douglas ,  theLord  Archbifnop  of  St.  Andrew' 
the  Bifhop  of  Aberdeen ,  and  the  Earl  of 
Murray.  Among  the  {lain  were  the  Earl  of 
Strathern ,  the  Lord  David  Hay  Conftable  of 
Scotland,  the  Lord  Edward  Keith  Martha  1, 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  the  Lord  Chancellor* 
the  Lord  Philip  Meldrum,  the  Lord  John 
Stuart  and  Alan  Stuart  his  Brother,  Sir  Alex¬ 
ander  Ramfey  King  David's  Standard-Bearer, 
with  abundance  of  Other  Perfons  of  Diftinc- 
tion  •,  and  here  all  the  Spoil  was  retaken,  of 
which  the  Scots  had  plunder’d  the  Northern 
Counties. 


The  Queen,  ’tis  (aid,  remain’d  in  the  Field 


during  the  whole  Adlion,  and  yet  it  appears 
fire  had  no  Advice  of  the  taking  of  King 
David  Prifoner  till  fome  time  afterwards, 
.which  makes  it  very  probable  •,  that  Copland 
who  made  the  King  Prifoner,  took  him  in  the 
Purfuit.  Copland ,  it  feems,  commanded  an 
hundred  Llorfe  that  Day,  which  he  maintain’d 
at  his  own  Charge,  and  by  the  Afliftance  of 
thefe  he  carried  the  King  off  to  his  Caflle  of 
Ogle  in  Northumberland ,  before  the  Queen  or 
any  of  the  Nobility  wrere  appriz’d  of  the 
matter,  for  fear  he  fiiould  have  been  depriv’d 


of  the  Honour  of  taking  him,  and  confe- 


quently  have  loft  his  Ranfom  j  for  it  appears, 
that  notwithftanding  David  was  difarm’d  and 


wounded,  he  refus’d  to  furrender  to  any  one 
but  a  Nobleman,  and  according  to  the  foolifil 
Cuftom  of  thatAge,  would  have  thrown  away 
his  Life  rather  than  have  been  taken  by  Cop¬ 
lands 
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hand,  or  any  Commoner  whatever;  where¬ 
upon  Copland  aflur’d  him  that  he  was  a  No¬ 
bleman,  and  the  People  about  him  giving 
him  a  fuitable  Refped,  the  King  yielded  him- 
felf  his  Prifoner. 

•  This  Battel  was  fought  at  Nevil* s  Crofs  near 
Durham  on  the  17th  of  October,  1346,  within 
lefs  than  two  Months  after  the  Battel  of  CreJJy. 
The  Queen  and  her  Generals  being  of  Opi- 
hion  that  no  Subject  ought  to  pretend  to  keep 
Royal  Prifoner  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Government,  fent  to  Copland  to  demand 
King  David  •,  but  he  anfwer’d,  he  would  de¬ 
liver  him  neither  to  Man  or  Woman  without 
■the  King’s  Order  ;  whereupon  the  Queen 
complain’d  to  the  King,  who  fent  for  Cop¬ 
land  over  to  Calais .  When  he  came  into  the 
King’s  Prefence,  he  faid,  he  hop’d  his  Majefty 
would  not  be  difpleas’d  that  he  had  not  deli¬ 
ver’d  up  King  David  on  the  Queen’s  Orders  ; 
for  tho’  fhe  fent  a  Meflage  to  him,  fhe  had 
not  fent  a  Guard  fufficient  to  fecure  him,  and 
if  David  Bruce  had  been  refcu’d  from  them, 
he  had  been  liable  to  have  loft  his  Head  for 
having  parted  with  him  without  a  fufficient 
'Authority.  The  King  reply’d,  he  admitted 
■his  Excufe,  and  for  the  Service  he  had  done  in 
making  King  David  Prifoner,  order’d  Lands 
to  the  Value  of  five  hundred  Pounds  a  Year 
to  be  fettled  upon  him  and  his  Heirs,  creating 
him  a  Knight  Banneret  at  the  fame  time  ;  he 
fettled  alfo  one  hundred  Pounds  per  Ann.  more 
upon  him,  on  Confideration  of  his  having 
brought  an  hundred  Men  at  Arms  into  the 
late  Battel  near  Durham  *,  whereupon  Copland 
(now  Sir  John)  deliver’d  his  Prifoner  to  the 
Queen  at  his  Return,  and  her  Highnefs  fent 
him  to  the  Tower  of  London.  King  Edward 
Vo  u  XVII.  U  u  at 
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AD. 1346  at  the  fame  time  iffu’d  his  Orders,  that  who^ 
—7“  e/er  had  taken  any  Scoti/h  Prifoners,  fhould 
deliver  them  into  the  Hands  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  he  would  pay  their  Ranfoms  ;  for 
every  Man  in  thofe  Days  was  entitled  to  the 
Prifoner  he  took,  or  at  lead:  to  the  Ranfom 
for  him.  The  Earl  of  Mentieth  and  the  Earl 
of  Fife ,  who  were  among  the  Prifoners,  ha¬ 
ving  formerly  taken  the  Oaths  to  King  Baliol 
and  to  King  Edward  as  their  fuperior  Lord, 
were  convidted  afterwards  of  High  Treafon, 
and  executed  as  Rebels. 

This  Winter  the  Earls  of  Lancafler  and 
Pembroke  having  put  the  Frontier  Towns  in 
Guienne  in  a  Pofture  of  Defence,  return’d  to 
England ,  but  King  Edward  thought  fit  to  re- 
TheQueen  main  before  Calais ;  whereupon  the  Queen, 
goes  over  and  feveral  other  great  Ladies  whofe  Lords 

the^KliT t0  were  C‘ie  Englifh  Camp,  went  over  to  Ca- 
e  lais ,  where  they  arriv’d  on  St.  Andrew’s  Dayy 
about  vdhich  time  another  Treaty  of  Peace 
was  fet  on  Foot  by  the  Pope’s  Mediation, 
between  France  and  England  ;  but  Philip  re- 
fufing  to  yield  any  part  of  his  Territories  to 
King  Edward ,  it  came  to  nothing. 

From  the  time  King  Edward  fat  down  be¬ 
fore  Calais ,  the  Flemmings  were  very  fervice- 
Kin^f/0  a^e  t0  ’  they  rais’d  an  Army  and  laid 
ward.  l'  Siege  to  Bethune ,  in  order  to  make  a  Diver  - 
fion  in  his  Favour,  tho’  they  were  forc’d  to 
rife  from  before  it  on  the  Approach  of  the 
Winter.  King  Philip  dreading  nothing  more 
than  a  ftridt  Union  between  King  Edward  and 
the  Flemmings ,  made  them  very  large  Offers 
at  this  time,  particularly  to  get 'the  Interdidl 
taken  off  under  which  they  lay,  to  furnifh 
them  with  Wool  for  their  Cloathing  Trade, 
to  reftore  the  three  Flemijh  Towns  he  had 

po  fiefs ’d 


The  Flem¬ 
mings  fer- 
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pofiefs’d  himfelf  of,  viz.  Lijle ,  Douay  and  4-D.  1346 
Sethune ,  to  furnifh  them  with  a  Sum  of  Mo-  ^  2q£  , 
hey,  and  retain  their  Troops  in  his  Service, 

But  King  Edward  being  able  to  make  them 
more  advantageous  Offers  in  relation  to  the 
Woollen  Trade,  and  propofing  to  maWy  his 
pldeft  Daughter  to  their  Earl,  and  enter  into 
an  Offenfive  and  Defenfive  Alliance  with  them 
againft  France ,  Philip  was  not  able  to  corrupt 
them  at  this  time.  The  Earl  of  Flanders , 
however,  being  now  about  fixteen  Years  of 
Age,  and  having  been  always  educated  in  the 
French  Court,  and  taught  to  have  the  utmoft 
'Abhorrence  of  the  EngliJI~\  and  eipecially  of 
King  Edward ,  who  had  kill’d  his  Father  at 
the  Battle  of  Crejfy ,  as  they  infinuated,  vow’d 
never  to  marry  with  aDaughterofK.Ehw^ri’s 
if  he  would  give  him  half  England  with  her. 

At  the  fame  Inftant  the  Lord  John  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  a  profefs’d  Enemy  to  the  Englijh ,  pro¬ 
pos’d  his  Daughter  to  the  Flemmings  as  a  Wife 
for  their  Earl,  with  the  Concurrence  of  the 
French  King,  and  by  his  own  Intereft  and 
the  French  Gold,  had  fo  debauch’d  that  fickle 
People  that  they  were  ready  to  renounce  their 
Alliance  with  the  Englijh  they  proceeded 
fo  far  as  to  fend  a  Deputation  to  the  French 
King,  offering  if  he  would  let  their  Earl  come 
amongft  them,  that  they  would  obey  him  ; 
and  accordingly  the  Earl  return’d  loon  after 
:o  Flanders  ;  at  which  King  Edward  being 
alarm’d,  lent  fome  of  the  principal  Englijh 
Nobility  to  their  chief  Towns,  who  by  Mo- 
aey,  or  the  Advantages  they  offer’d  the  Flem¬ 
mings  in  Point  of  Trade,  brought  them  about 
again,  infomuch  that  they  declar’d  unani- 
moufly,  rather  for  the  Match  with  the  Prin- 
:efs  of  England  than  the  Princefs  of  Brabant 

U  u  2  and 
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A.D.  1346  and  the  young  Earl  {fill  remaining  determin’d 
never  to  match  with  the  Daughter  of  a  Prince 


who  had  kill’d  his  Father,  as  he  apprehended. 
The  States  the  States  of  Flanders  kept  him  confin’d  in 
of  Flanders  the  Tower  of  Coutray ,  only  allowing  him  the 
c°nfinf  ,  Diverfions  of  Hawking  and  Hunting  now 
onhis  Re-  and  then  under  a  Guard, 
fufal  to  The  Earl  being  weary  of  this  Confinement, 
many  at  length  pretended  that  he  had  chang’d  his 
k‘n§-  “  Mind,  and  was  now  ready  to  efpoufe  the 

Princefs  of  England  as  the  States  advis’d  him 
whereupon  King  Edward ,  with  the  Queen 
and  young  Princefs,  gave  him  a  Meeting  at 


ward's 
Daughter. 


The  Earl 
obtains  his 


Liberty  by  Bruges ,  where  Articles  were  agreed  on,  the 
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Parties  contracted,  and  the  Day  for  folem- 
nizing  the  Wedding  fix’d  ;  after  which,  the 
Flemmings  not  having  fo  ftrict  an  Eye  upon 
their  Earl  as  formerly,  he  took  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  one  Day,  as  he  rode  out  a  Sporting,  to 
leave  his  Company  and  go  over  to  the  French 
King,  to  whom  he  declar’d  how  he  had  been 
compeU’d  to  enter  into  Treaties  and  Contracts 
with  the  EngliJfj ,  which  he  never  intended  to 
obferve,  to  obtain  his  Liberty  *,  for  which  he 
was  highly  commended  by  the  French  Court, 
who  were  probably  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Plot. 

The  King  of  England  returning  to  Calais , 
order’d  a  Parliament  to  be  afiembled  at  Weft- 
The  Kin  minficr  Prince  Lionel ,  whom  he  had  left 
fends  to,n§  Guardian  of  the  Kingdom,  to  whom  he  fent 
England  [ox  over  Sir  Bartholomew  Burwajh ,  Sir  John  Darcy 
Supplies.  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  other  Com miffioners, 
who  gave  the  Parliament  an  ample  Account 
of  the  King’s  Succeffes  in  France,  and  the 
Progrefs  made  in  the  Siege  of  Calais ,  from 
which  Place  they  faid  his  Highnels  was  deter¬ 
min’d  not  to  rife  before  he  had  taken  it 

They 
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They  reprefented  alfo  that  the  French  King  -^.D.1347 
had  form’d  a  Defign  of  making  a  Conqueit  “  77 

of  England ,  and  that  his  Son  John  Duke  of 
Normandy  was  preparing  to  Land  there  the 
following  Summer  with  fourfcore  thoufand 
Men,  and  therefore  the  King  hop’d  they 
would  grant  him  fuitable  Supplies  to  refift 
the  Enemy  and  recover  his  Rights,  &c. 

In  Anfwer  to  which,  the  Commons  deli-  The  Com- 
ver’d  in  a  Schedule  two  or  three  Days  after-  f101?3  fenii 
wards,  enumerating  the  leveral  Aids  they  had  of 
already  given,  the  many  Impofitions  of  forty  their  Grie- 
Shillings  on  every  Pack  of  Wool  which  had  vances. 
been  extorted  from  them  againfl  Law,  the 
many  Commifiions  of  Array,  and  the  Op- 
prefhons  they  had  fuffer’d  by  Purveyors,  who 
violently  feiz’d  their  Provifions  and  other 
Goods  to  the  King’s  Ufe  without  paying  for 
them  :  However,  they  confented  to  grant  the 
King  two  fifteenths  to  be  rais’d  within  the 
fpace  of  two  Years,  provided  the  War  fhould 
lafl  fo  long,  otherwife  the  laft  fifteenth  to 
ceafe  :  Then  there  follow  feveral  Petitions 
againft  Commifiions  of  Array,  againfl  the 
Impofition  on  Wool,  againfl  the  Purveyors 
taking  Victuals  and  other  Provifions  without 
paying  the  full  Price  for  them  :  They  peti¬ 
tion  alfo  that  the  King  would  be  at  the 
Charges  of  fetting  out  Fleets  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Kingdom,  that  all  Friars  Alien,  and 
Foreign  Ecclefiaflicks,  might  be  expell’d 
the  Realm,  and  their  Places  fupply’d  by  the 
Natives  ;  with  fome  of  which  the  King  com- 
ply’d,  but  they  were  generally  deny’d:  How¬ 
ever,  according  to  the  Cuflom  of  England y 
they  granted  the  King  forty  Shillings  upon 
every  Knight’s  Fee,  for  making  his  Son  the 
Prince  of  Wales  a  Knight  the  laft  Year  at  La 
Hogue.  The 
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■A.D.  1347  The  King  feeing  what  Supplies  he  had  to 
'  depend  on,  order’d  the  Earl  of  Lancajler  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales ,  who  were  both  of  them 
The  King  in  England  at  this  time,  to  raife  Soldiers  to 
raifo  more  reinforce  his  Army  before  Calais,  King  Phi- 
* orces’  Up  being  expedited  with  all  the  Power  of  France 
to  attempt  to  raife  the  Siege  the  following 
Summer. 

King  Ba -  In  the  mean  time  the  Scots  being  fufficiently 

A/’s  Sue-  humbled  by  their  late  Defeat,  King  Baliol 
Scotland,  march’d  into  the  Heart  of  the  Country  with 
an  Army  of  twenty  thoufand  Men,  and  com- 
pell’d  them  once  more  to  acknowledge  him 
for  their  Sovereign  •,  but  they  obtain’d  a  T race 
of  him  for  a  Year,  on  their  paying  him  nine 
thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  ;  nor  had  they  come 
off  fo  eafily,  but  that  King  Edward  wanted 
the  Troops  that  were  employ’d  in  this  Expe¬ 
dition  on  the  other  fide  the  W ater. 

Succefs  in  In  Bretagne  both  Parties  had  confented  to 
theWarof  a  Truce,  which  expir’d  this  Year  in  the  be- 
Bretagne.  g}nnjng  Qf  January ,  whereupon  they  prepar’d 
for  Action  again  in  that  Dutchy.  King  Edward 
therefore  conftituted  Sir  'Thomas  Dagworth  his 
Captain-General  there,  and  fent  him  to  rein¬ 
force  the  Dutchefs.  On  his  Arrival  he  at¬ 
tack’d  the  Town  of  Roche  D'Jrrienne,  and 
took  it  •,  whereupon  Charles  de  Blois  affembled 
a  great  Army  and  laid  Siege  to  the  Place 
again,  not  doubting  to  recover  it  by  the  help 
of  fome  prodigious  Engines,  (Suppos’d  to  be 
Cannon;  which  beat  the  Town  about  the 
Ears  of  the  Burghers,  and  put  them  into  the 
utmoft  Confternation. 

Sir  Thomas  Dagworth  underhand ing  the 
Difire fs  the  befieg’d  were  in,  ailembled  all 
the  Troops  he  could  draw  together  and 
march’d  to  their  Relief,  and  finding  the  E- 

nemy 
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nemy  too  ftrongly  entrench’d  to  be  forc’d,  he  T.D.1347 
order’d  a  Detachment  of  his  Army  to  attack  “ — "77 
a  certain  part  of  their  Camp  one  Evening, 
and  then  to  retreat  fuddenly  as  if  they  were 
beaten,  in  order  to  draw  the  Enemy  out  of 
their  Entrenchments  •,  but  this  Detachment 
finding  an  eafier  Entrance  than  they  expedited, 
ventUi 'd  further  into  the  Camp  than  was  pru¬ 
dent,  and  being  furrounded,  were  mold  of 
them  cut  off.  Sir  Thomas  Dagworth  being 
acquainted  with  the  Misfortune  by  thofe  that 
efcap’d,  propos’d  the  making  another  Attack 
towards  Morning  with  his  whole  Army, 
while  the  Enemy  were  afleep  and  Weary  with 
their  late  Fatigue,  which  the  reft;  of  the  Ge¬ 
nerals  confenting  to,  he  had  the  good  For¬ 
tune  at  thisfecond  Attack  to  furprize  the  Be- 
fiegers  in  their  Sleep,  as  he  expected,  about 
Day-break,  and  the  Town  making  a  Sally  The  yicJ 
upon  them  at  the  fame  time,  they  were  en-  tory  0b_ 
tireiy  defeated,  Charles  de  Blois  and  his  twotain’dat 
Sons  taken  Prifoners,  with  a  great  many  No-  . 
blemen,  and  five  hundred  Men  at  Arms,  and  ^ Bretagne 
a  very  great  Slaughter  made  of  the  reft  of  the 
Army,  which  w*  ,  more  than  twice  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Dagworth’ s  Number.  This  Battle  of 
Roche  D’Arriemie  was  fought  on  the  20th  of 
June ,  1347- 

Vvhile  King  Edward  remain’d  before  Ca-  T}ie  Duke 
lais,  King  Philip  fent  an  Army,  under  the  0f  Nor- 
Command  of  his  Son  John  Duke  of  Nor-  mandy 
mandy ,  to  chaftife  the  Flemmings ,  who  had 
fhewn  fo  much  Partiality  to  hi£  Rival’s  Caufe,  fy \mtningS. 
in  attempting  to  have  married  their  Earl  to 
the  Princefs  Royal  of  England.  Duke  Johny 
on  his  Arrival  in  Flanders ,  invefted  CaJJely 
where  he  had  not  lain  long  before  the  Flem- 
7nings  join’d  their  Forces  with  the  Englijh 

and 
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and  compell’d  them  to  raife  the  Siege.  He 
afterwards  attack’d  the  Town  of  Liters  with 
no  better  Succefs. 

In  the  mean  time  the  King  of  England  car¬ 
ried  on  the  Siege  of  Calais  with  Vigour,  for 
tho’  he  did  not  approve  of  throwing  away  his 
Troops  in  attacking  Stone  Walls,  yet  he 
perpetually  didurb’d  the  befieg’d  with  his 
battering  Engines,  caking  huge  Stones  into 
the  Place,  and  demolifhing  the  Buildings  ;  and 
fome  are  of  Opinion  that  he  us’d  great  Guns 
here,  but  if  he  had  the  Place  could  never 
have  held  out  fo  long,  fince  it  is  not  pretended 
there  were  any  within  the  Town.  But 
however  that  was,  the  Befieg’d  being  in  great 
Diftrefs  for  Provifions,  the  French  Admiral 
determin’d  to  throw  Relief  into  the  Place  at 
any  hazard  ;  and  accordingly  having  engag’d 
the  Englijh  Fleet,  he  fent  a  great  many  Boats 
loaden  with  Victuals  at  the  fame  time  to¬ 
wards  the  Town,  which  were  mod  of  them 
intercepted  and  taken.  Thirty  Norman  Ve£- 
fels,  however,  had  better  Fortune  not  long 
after,  carrying  Provifions  in®  the  Place,  and 
retiring  again  with  very  little  Lofs  j  where¬ 
upon  the  King  caus’d  the  Mouth  of  the  Har¬ 
bour  to  be  quite  block’d  up,  and  feventy  Sail 
of  ftout  French  Ships,  with  twelve  Genoefe 
Gallies,  attempting  afterwards  to  break  thro% 
they  were  mod  of  them  taken  or  funk,  not 
one  of  them  got  into  the  Town. 

And  as  King  Edward  was  oblig’d  to  be 
upon  his  Guard  perpetually  towards  the  Sea, 
and  lod  feveral  Ships  by  the  frequent  Attacks 
of  the  Enemy,  fo  wTas  he  condantly  alarm’d 
by  Detachments  from  the  French  Army  and 
the  neighbouring  Garrifons.  His  Foragers 
alfo  were  fometimes  fet  upon,  and  many  de- 

fperate 
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fperate  Sallies  made  from  the  Town,  in  one  of  ^£>13+7 
which  they  penetrated  almoft  as  far  as  the 
King’s  Tent  before  they  were  repuls’d,  and 
had  very  near  furpriz’d  him  and  carried  him  The  King 
off.  The  Army  alfo  fuffer’d  much  from  the  attack’d  in 
marlhy  unwholfome  Soil  on  which  it  was  en-  hls  Camp- 
camp’d,  efpecially  the  common  Soldiers.  As  sicknefs  in 
to  the  Nobility  and  Officers,  who  drank  good  the  Army. 
Wine  and  were  better  lodg’d,  fcarce  any  of 
thefe  died  during  the  Siege  of  Calais.  The 
Lord  Maurice  Berkley  is  the  only  considerable 
Man  our  Hiftorians  mention  to  have  died  of 
Sicknefs. 

The  Supplies  given  the  King  by  the  Par¬ 
liament  this  Year  not  being  anfwerable  to  his 
Neceffities,  he  fent  over  about  TVhitfuntide  and 
demanded  the  Wool  belonging  to  all  the 
Abbies  and  Monafteries  in  the  Kingdom,  by 
way  of  Loan  I  prefume,  becaufe  a  certain 
Writer  (Oderic  Raynald)  fays,  he  feiz’d  on 
all  the  Wealth  of  the  Ecclefiafticks  under 
the  fpecious  Pretence  of  borrowing  it  to  main¬ 
tain  his  Wars  with  France.  Certain  it  is. 

King  Edward  made  ufe  of  all  Ways  and 
Means  to  enable  him  to  carry  the  Place  ;  and 
as  it  was  now  fo  clofely  block’d  up  that  it 
could  not  hold  much  longer  for  want  of  Pro- 
vifions,  fome  Attempts  were  made  by  the 
French  to  force  the  King  of  England's  Camp. 

John  Duke  of  Normandy  came  down  with  a 
confiderable  Army  and  took  a  View  of  the 
Lines,  making  frequent  Motions  a-s  if  he  in¬ 
tended  to  attack  them  ;  whereupon  King  Ed¬ 
ward  fent  for  a  frefn  Supply  of  Forces  from  ^zCali 
England.  In  the  mean  time  the  Calijians  being  ytam  ac_ 
almoff  famifh’d,  fent  a  Letter  to  King  Philip  quaint 
to  acquaint  him  with  their  Diftrefs,  which  King 
was  intercepted  by  the  Englijh.  The  Sub-  Llt  w‘y 
Vol.  XVII,  X  x  ftanceiiSs 
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ftance  of  it  was,  that  they  had  eaten  their 
Horfes,  Dogs  and  Rats,  and  nothing  now  re¬ 
main’d  for  them  to  live  upon  unlefs  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  therefore  the  Town  in uft  be  loft  if 
they  were  not  fpeedily  reliev’d.  Edward  en¬ 
clos’d  this  Letter  in  another  to  Philip ,  de¬ 
firing  he  would  haften  to  the  Relief  of  the 
good  People  of  Calais.  To  which  Philip  an- 
fwer’d,  that  he  fnould  foon  come  and  view 
the  Pofture  of  the  Englijh  Camp.  Nor  was 
he  worfe  than  his  Word,  for  having  already 
fummon’d  all  the  Valfals  of  the  Crown  of 
France  to  attend  him  with  their  Troops  at 
Amiens  on  the  Peaft  of  Pentecoft ,  (Do  May ) 
he  held  a  Council  of  War  in  that  City  toad- 
vife  on  the  propereft  Methods  to  attack  the 
Englijh  Camp,  which  was  adjudg’d  to  be  on 
the  fide  of  Flanders  from  Graveling.  Where¬ 
upon  Mefiengers  were  fent  to  the  Flemmings 
to  defire  a  Paflage  for  the  French  Army  thro’ 
their  Country  3  which  being  refus’d,  it  was 
determin’d  to  take  the  other  Rout  by  Bologn „ 
Nor  did  the  Flemmings  only  refufe  to  let  the 
French  march  thro’  their  Country,  but  aflem- 
bled  their  Militia,  to  the  Number  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Men,  and  invefted  the  City  of 
Aire  upon  the  Lys  by  way  of  Diverfion,-  plun¬ 
dering  and  burning  the  French  Frontiers  at  the 
fame  time  as  far  as  St.  Omsrs  \  but  upon  the 
Approach  of  King  Philip ,  the  Flemmings 
rais’d  the  Siege  of  Aire  and  retir’d  to  their 
own  Country.  Whereupon  Philip  advanc’d 
with  his  Army,  confifting  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  Men,  including  his  Allies,  towards- 
the  Frglijh  •,  and  drew  up  his  Forces  in  Bat¬ 
talia,  in  full  View  of  the  Califi ans  and  King 
Edward’s,  Camp,  from  which  he  was  not  more 
than  a  Mile  diftant,  on  the  30th  of  July. 

Philip 
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Philip  having  carefully  examin’d  all  the  A-  ^.D.  1347 
venues  to  the  Englijh  Camp,  and  finding  A  2lE[i, 
the  Entrenchments  not  to  be  attack’d  with- 
out  the  utmoft  Hazard,  endeavour’d.  to 
draw  King  Edward  out  of  this  advantagious 
Situation,  by  fending  him  a  Challenge,  and 
offering  to  engage  his  Army  in  the  open 
Field,  on  any  Day  that  Edward  fhould 
appoint.  To  which  King  Edward  an¬ 
swer’d,  he  had  lain  almoft  a  Year  before 
the  Town,  and  was  upon  the  Point  of  redu¬ 
cing  it  by  Famine,  and  therefore  fhould  not 
now  quit  the  advantagious  Poft  he  was  in,  tQ 
give  his  Enemies  an  Opportunity  of  relieving 
the  Place.  If  they  thought  fit  to  attack  him 
where  he  lay,  they  might  at  their  Peril. 

Philip  hereupon  fent  two  Cardinals  into  But  does 
the  Englijh  Camp  to  mediate  a  Peace,  or  »°c  thl"k 
Truce  at  leait ;  but  offering  no  more  than  ^  jj" 
Guienne  and  Ponthieu ,  with  the  Town  of  Ca-  Englijh 
lais ,  King  Edward  let  them  know,  that  thefe  Entrench- 
were  in  a  manner  in  his  Power  already,  and  ments- 
after  three  Days  difmifs’d  them. 

During  this  Treaty,  the  King  receiv’d  a  The  King 
Reinforcement  of  feventeen  thoufand  Men  receiving  a 
from  England^  which  made  him  fo  much  con- 
temn  his  Enemies,  that  he  let  them  know  he 
would  be  at  the  Charge  of  levelling  his  Tren-  offers  the 
ches  himfelf,  if  they  would  give  him  Battel.  French 
But  they  were  fo  far  from  accepting  the  Offer,  Eatte1, 
tfiat  they  decamp’d  with  Precipitation,  and 
being  follow’cf  by  a  Detachment  of  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  Army,  loft  great  part  of  their  Provifions 
and  Baggage,' 

And  now  theTown  haying  no  Hopes  of  Calais  ca- 
Relief,  hung  out  a  Flag,  and  offer’d  to  fur-  puulates, 
render,  on  Condition  their  Lives  might  be 
fjpar’d,  and  tjafey  might  March  out  with  the 
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A.D.  i -3 47  Cloaths  on  their  Backs.  King  Edward  would 
~~~~7  not  for  a  great  while  allow  them  any  Terms, 
but  infilled  they  fhould  fubmit  to  his  Mercy, 
without  any  Capitulation  at  all.  But  his  Ge¬ 
nerals  reprefenting  that  this  hardUfage  might 
one  time  or  other  be  retaliated  on  themfelves, 
when  they  fnould  defend  any  Fortrefs  of  his 
to  the  laft  Extremity,  the  King  confented 
at  length,  that  if  fix  of  the  principal  Citi¬ 
zens  would  come  out  to  him  in  their  Shirts, 
bare-headed  and  bare-footed,  with  Halters 
about  their  Necks,  and  the  Keys  in  their 
Hands,  and  refign  themfelves  to  his  Mercy, 
he  would  fpare  the  reft. 

When  this  was  reported  in  an  Afiembly  of 
the  Citizens,  moft  ot  them  were  confounded, 
and  lamented  their  hard  Fate,  till  one  of  the 
fenior  Aldermen  or  Magiftrates,  nam’d  Eu- 
Jlace  de  Saint  Pierre ,  arofe,  and  faid  it  would 
be  great  Cruelty  to  fuffer  fo  many  Chriftians 
to  perifh  either  by  Sword  or  Famine,  when 
there  was  any  Means  left  to  fave  them,  and 
he  was  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  if  any 
Man  fhould  contribute  to  prevent  fo  great  a 
Calamity,  it  would  be  a  very  acceptable 
piece  of  Service  in  the  Sight  of  God,  and 
Six  of  the  that  he  would  be  the  firft  therefore  that  fhould 
principal  0ffer  his  Head  to  the  King  of  England ,  as  a 
offer  tola  w^ng  Sacrifice  for  his  dear  Country.  The 
down  their  whole  Affembly  thereupon  applauded  the 
Lives  to  Greatnefs  of  his  Soul,  and  by  his  Example, 
fave  the  five  more  of  the  wealthieft  Inhabitants  were 

induc’d  to  partake  of  the  Danger. 

Hereupon  Sir  John  de  Vienne  Governor  oi 
the  Town  taking  thefe  fix  Citizens  in  theii 
Shirts,  with  Halters  about  their  Necks,  anc 
the  Keys  of  the  Town,  as  King  Edward  hac 
prefcrib’d,  led  them  out  of  the  Gate  to  the 

A  Englijh 
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EngliJJo  Camp,  where  the  King  with  the 
Queen  and  all  the  Nobility  and  General  Offi- 
cers  were  expedling  them  in  the  Royal  Pa- 
villion.  The  Governor  having  prefented  the 
fix  Burgeffes  to  the  King,  and  affur’d  him 
they  were  all  confiderable  Merchants,  and 
the  molt  fubftantial  Citizens  of  Calais ,  they 
fell  down  upon  their  Knees,  and  implor’d  his 
Mercy,  but  the  King  incens’d  againft  th zCalifi- 
ans  on  Account  of  their  frequent  Depredations 
on  the  EngliJJo  at  Sea,  and  holding  the  Town 
againft  him  obftinately  to  the  laft  Extremity, 
commanded  their  Heads  to  be  immediately 
ftruck  off.  Whereupon  thePrince  of  Wales  and 
all  thedSfobility  entreated  him  that  he  would 
not  tarnifh  the  Glory  of  his  great  Addons, 
by  taking  away  the  Lives  of  fix  brave  Men, 
who  were  ready  to  facrifice  themfelves  for 
their  fellow  Citizens.  But  the  King  call’d 
aloud  for  the  Executioner,  faying  it  was  too 
fmall  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Manes  of  his  good 
Subjedts,  who  had  perifli’d  by  their  Hands. 

Then  the  Queen,  great  with  Child,  kneel’d  The  King 
before  the  King,  conjuring  him  for  the  Love  pardons 
of  Chrift,  and  if  he  had  any  regard  for  her,  ^r' 
to  fpare  thefe  miferable  Men  :  The  Queen’s  theQgeen's 
Interceffion  in  that  moving  Pofture,  perfedd-  Interceiii- 
ly  difarm’d  his  Refentment,  and  he  refign’d  on- 
the  Prifoners  into  her  Hands,  to  difpofe  of 
them  as  fhe  faw  fit  •,  tho’  poffibly,  the  King 
had  determin’d  what  to  do  long  before,  but 
was  pleas’d  to  let  the  Queen  have  the  Honour 
of  fo  generous  an  Addion.  If  we  confider, 
however,  that  the  French  in  this  War  never 
fav’d  the  Life  of  a  fingle  Man,  where  any 
Fortrefs  furrendred  at  Difcretion,  it  is  a 
Queftion  whether  the  fparing  of  the  Califians 
was  not  in  reality  an  Add  of  Cruelty  to  his 
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J.D.  1347  own  Subjects.  Had  he  retaliated  the  bar- 
~  ~~~  barous  Ufage  the  Engiijh  met  with  from  the 
Enemy,  it  might  have  put  a  flop  to  fuch 
'  Outrages,  and  been  the  Occafion  of  faving 

the  Lives  of  many  of  his  Friends.  It  is  a 
common  Obfervation,  that  the  Englijh  are 
naturally  Ccmpaffionate,  even  to  a  Fault. 

But  to  proceed.  King  Edward  having  thus 
reduc’d  the  ftrong  and  important  Town  of 
Calais ,  on  the  4th  of  Augujt^  1347,  after  it 
had  endur’d  a  Siege  of  almoft  eleven  Months, 
took  Pofteffion  of  it  the  fame  Day,  by  fend¬ 
ing  thither  the  Lord  Walter  Manny ,  the  Earl 
of  Warwick ,  and  the  Lord  Stafford ,  with  a 
Detachment  of  the  Army  :  He  order’d  them 
to  colledt  the  Spoils  of  the  City  and  bring 
$hem  to  qne  Place,  and  they  appear’d  to  be 
very  confiderable  ;  nor  did  he  forget  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  half  ftarv’d  Citizens  with  Plenty  of 
Provifions,  tho’  it  had  not  the  good  Effedt 
he  intended,  for  eating  too  greedily  after  fo 
long  an  Abftinence,  no  lefs  than  three  hun¬ 
dred  of  them  died,  within  the  Space  of  four 
and  twenty  Hours ;  the  reft  of  them  were 
convey’d  to  the  neighbouring  French  Garri- 
fons,  while  Sir  John  Vienne  the  Governor, 
with  twelve  of  the  principal  Officers  of  the 
Garrifon,  were  fent  Prifoners  to  London.  As 
to  the  common  Soldiers,  they  were  fuffePd  to 
go  where  they  pleas’d. 

Thus  all  the  Inhabitants  were  expell’d  the 
Town,  and  the  King  divided  moil  of  the 
Lands  belonging  to  it  amongft  his  great 
Ca[ah  Officers,  repeopling  it  with  Engliff  Mer- 
made  an  chants,  Tradeftnen,  and  Artificers  ;  thirty- 
Engli/bQo-  fix  Families  of  fubftantial  Tradefmen  came 
QnlA  from  London  and  fettled  here  afterwards,  but 

the 
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the  greateft  part  of  this  new  Colony  were  a.D.  134-7 

Natives  of  Kent.  ^  'liiEd  \ 

In  the  mean  time  the  Flemmings  hearing 
that  the  French  and  Englijh  Armies  lay  near 
each  other,  and  that  a  Battel  was  expe&ed 
every  Day,  came  to  the  Affiftance  of  King 
Edward  with  fixty  thoufand  Men  •,  and  his 
very  probable,  that  the  Notice  the  French 
had  of  this  Reinforcement,  as  v/ell  as  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Succours  from  England,  occafion’d 
their  retreating  fo  precipitately.  King  Ed¬ 
ward  thank’d  the  Flemmings  for  their  Affift- 
ance,  and  difmifs’d  them  with  a  handfortie 
Reward,  to  engage  them  in  his  Intereft, 

Whenever  he  fhould  return  to  France. 

But  two  Cardinals  coming  from  the  Pope,  A  Trace 
whileK.Attetfriwason  that  fide  theWater,  and  concluded 
propofmg  a  Truce,  and  his  Highnefs  finding  Wlth‘ W 
Supplies  rife  very  heavily  in  England ,  thought 
fit  to  confent  to  it,  and  defer  the  Profecution 
of  the  French  War  to  a  more  favourable 
juncture.  In  this  Truce  all  the  Allies  and 
Friends  on  both  fides  were  comprehended, 
tho’  it  was  ill  obferv’d  on  the  fide  of  Scotland , 
as  well  as  in  Bretagne :  It  was  to  continue 
till  the  July  following,  and  Was  afterwards' 
extended  from  Time  to  Time  to  the  29th  of 
King  Edward,  Anno  1355. 

Whilft  King  Edward  with  his  Court  refided  The  PrA 
in  the  Caftle  of  Calais,  the  Queen  was  brought  cefs  Mar¬ 
io  Bed  of  a  Daughter,  baptiz’d  afterwards saret  t0rD’’ 
by  the  Name  of  Margaret ,  who  from  the 
Place  of  her  Birth  was  call’d  Margaret  of 
Calais. 

The  Queen  was  no  fobner  up  again,  and  The  King 
the  Fortifications  of  the  Town  and  Caftle  returns  to 
repair’d,  but  the  King  embark'd  for  England, 
and  arriv’d  at  Sandwich' bn  the  I  zthbf  OSfo- 
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7 — ‘  1 J  which  fome  Ships  were  loft.  He  made  it  an 

Y^hft^Obfervation,  it  feems,  that  in  moft  of  his 
Voyages  to  France  he  had  fair  Winds  and 
good  Weather,  but  that  he  generally  return’d 
to  England  in  a  Storm. 


An  Enqui- 


At  the  Conclufion  of  the  Truce  with  France , 


to 


State  of  pronounce  England  to  be  the  moft 

thf&Thnc  an(^  Kingdom  in  Europe  ; 

U“  )me'  demonftrate  this  Affertion,  they  relate 


glorious 


r7  into  the  many  of  our  Hiftorians  take  upon  them 

England  to  be  the 

~  and  to 

that 

fcarce  a  Houfe  was  to  be  found  without  fome 
of  the  Spoils  taken  in  the  late  War  with 
France  that  the  Gentry  were  drefs’d  in  fine 
Linnen,  Lace,  and  Jewels,  their  Houfes 
adorn’d  with  rich  Furniture  and  Plate,  feldom 
feen  before  the  French  Expedition,  but  in  the 
Apartments  of  thofe  of  the  firft  Quality  i 
that  Feftivals  and  Tournaments  were  every 
where  exhibited,  the  Ladies  afluming  the 
Habits  of  Cavaliers,  and  riding  arm’d  to 
thefe  Entertainments,  without  any  regard  to 
their  Reputations  or  the  Modefty  fo  amiable 
in  that  Sex,  and  for  which  the  Englifa  Ladies 
.  (before  thefe  French  Cuftoms  were  introduc’d) 
were  remarkable. 

j'D.  1348  But  notwithftanding  thefe  fplendid  Ap¬ 
pearances  about  the  Court,  we  find  the  Par 


A.  zzEd.%  liatnenc  that  was  fummon’d  to  meet  in  Mid - 
lent  1348,  making  heavy  Complaints,  when 
King  Edward  demanded  Supplies  to  enable 
him  to  be  upon  his  Guard  againft  France , 


notwithftanding  he  fuggefted  the  French  would 
have  little  regard  to  the  Truce,  whenever 


Com¬ 
plaints  of 
the  Par¬ 
liament. 


they  fhould  find  their  Intereft  in  breaking  it. 
The  Commons  inftead  of  granting  an  Aid  at 
firft,  enumerated  the  variety  of  Taxes  that 
had  been  impos’d  upon  them,  fhew’d  that  the 

King 
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King  had  extorted  from  them  a  Subfidy  on 
their  Wool,  amounting  to  60000  /.  per  Ann. 
againft  their  Confents  and  againft  Law  ;  that 
his  obliging  them  to  lend  him  20000  Packs 
of  Wool,  and  reftraining  the  Subjects  from 
exporting  theirs,  difabled  them  to  affift  him  : 
And  then  they  petition  him  to  enquire  how 
the  Money  arifirtg  by  the  Sale  of  the  20000 
Sacks  of  Wool  had  been  difpos’d  of ;  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  Nobility’s  proteding  notorious  Rob¬ 
bers  who  in  felled  the  Kingdom  at  this  time  ; 
to  call  his  Judges  and  Officers  to  an  account 
for  receiving  Bribes,  and  to  allow  the  Com¬ 
mons  to  export  their  Wools  Duty  free  ;  that 
the  Prifoners  of  War  might  not  be  releas’d, 
as  being  the  fureft  Pledges  of  the  Enemies 
Submiffion  •,  that  the  Taxes  levied  beyond 
Trent  might  be  employ’d  in  defending  the 
Borders  againft  the  Scots  ;  that  the  Dutch  and 
Flemmings  might  not  ingrofs  the  Woollen 
Trade  ;  that  the  Subjed’ might  not  be  op- 
prefs’d  by  the  King's  Forefters ;  that  the 
Purveyors  of  Provifions  for  the  King’s  Ufe, 
might  be  reftrain’d  from  taking  the  Peoples 
Goods  without  paying  the  full  Price  for  them  ; 
and  laitly,  that  Magna  Cbarta  might  be  due- 
ly  obferv’d. 

Upon  granting  the  molt  material  of  thefe 
Petitions,  the  Parliament  gave  the  King  three 
Fifteenths,  to  be  levied  in  three  Years,  upon 
Condition  that  David  Bruce ,  the  Lord  Wil¬ 
liam,  Douglas ,  and  other  Generals,  might  not 
be  difcharg’d  for  any  Ranfom,  and  that  if 
the  Wars  ceas’d,  the  Fifteenths  alfo  might 
ceafe. 

From  all  which  it  is  pretty  evident,  that 
the  People  were  generally  opprefs’d  and  im- 
poverilh’d,  and  Trade  in  a  declining  Condi- 
Vql*  XVIL  Yy  tion, 
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J.D- 154.5  rion,  there  might  be  home  few  Lords  who 
7777,  ^ete  loaden  with  the  Spoils  of  France,  that 
found  their  Account  in  the  late  War  ;  thefe 
Gentlemen  in  their  Equipage  and  Furniture 
made  a  very  grand  Figure  no  doubt,  and 
perhaps  beyond  what  they  were  able  to  do, 
by  the  Encouragement  of  the  Court ;  for  this 
was  the  tempting  Bait  to  allure  the  People 
to  give  large  Supplies  for  the  Continuance  of 
the  War.  It  was  fuggeffced,  probably,  that 
all  the  W ealtk  of  France  would  be  brought 
into  England  in  time,  and  Money  be  as  plen¬ 
tiful  here  as  in  Jer:  u.  cm  in  the  Days  of  Solo- 
men.  si  they  would  but  rurniih  the  King  with 
Aids  to  fupport  the  War  for  a  Year  or  two  5 
and  in  Imitation  of  the  Court,  it  appears  that 
the  reft  ©f  the  Gentry  who  were  not  Gainers 
by  the  War,  fell  into  the  French  Modes,  and 
were  r.o  lefs  extensive  in  their  Furniture  and 
Equipage,  which,  tho’  it  might  be  an  Argu¬ 
ment  of  Wealth  and  Plenty  to  inconfiderate 
Elen,  yet  as  the  Materials  of  their  Finery 
were  imported  from  abroad,  thefe  no  lefs 
impoverilh’d  the  Nation  than  the  exorbitant 
Taxes  that  were  impos’d  on  them.  It  was 
tine  Remark  of  a  certain  Courtier  to  his  Prince 
in  a  late  Reinn ,  when  his  Mailer  was  ad- 

*  c  -r  W  7 

miring  the  magniScknt  Equipages  of  his  Sub- 
Lets,  that  norwithftanding  all  this  gay  Ap¬ 
pearance.  the  generality  of  the  Gentry  were 
Beggars,  their  Estates  mortgag’d,  and  their 
Perfons  frequently  in  danger  of  a  Jayl  :  Or 
as  another  observ’d.  Yen  have  a  rich  Court  hut 
a  poor  People „  This  was  the  glorious  State  of 
the  Nation  in  the  22d  of  Ed.  HE  which  forne 
Writers  ib  much  admire. 

And  norwithftanding  that  Petition  of  the 
Parliament,  that  the  King  would  not  releale 

*  a  ny 
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any  of  the  Foreign  Prifoners,  for  any  Ran-  d.D .1348 
fome  whatever,  the  retaining  them  being  the  A  zzEd 
moft  effectual  Method  to  keep  the  Nation's 
Enemies  in  Awe,  and  prevent  their  breaking 
the  Truce,  we  find  that  Earl  Douglas ,  and  Several 
feveral  Scotijh  Prifoners  of  the  fir  ft  Quality  Pri^ners 
were  releas’d  not  long  after,  as  were  the  ^ 

Count  de  Eu>  Conftable  of  France ,  and  Charles 
de  Blois  himfelf,  Montfort' s  Competitor  for 
Bretagne ,  on  Condition  of  paying  the  King 
20000  Nobles,  tho’  the  Reafon  given  for 
difcharging  mofi  of  them,  was,  the  Courage 
and  Addrefs  they  had  fhewn  in  the  Tourna¬ 
ments  that  were  held  at  this  Tirne,  to  which 
the  Scotijh  and  French  Prifoners  it  feems  were 
invited  •,  and  as  to  Charles  de  Blois ,  the  Queen 
obtain'd  his  Liberty,  on  Account  of  his  being 
her  near  Relation,  we  are  told,  tho’  nothing 
could  conduce  more  to  the  renewing  the  War 
ifi  Bretagne  than  his  Enlargement. 

The  Emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria ,  dying  the 
laft  Winter,  the  Pope  had  procur'd  Charles 
King  of  Bohemia,  and  of  the  Romans ,  to  be 
crown’d  Emperor,  but  a  Majority  of  the 
Electors  not  confenting  to  it,  they  lent  over 
to  England ,  offering  the  Imperial  Crown  to  TheEm_ 
King  Edward ,  who  confidering  that  the  ac-  pi  re  of 
cepting  of  it  would  probably  involve  him  in  German 
a  new  War,  which  would  be  inconfiftent  with  °^Ed^°’ 
the  Views  he  had  upon  the  Kingdom  of  France , 
it  was  thought  fit  to  decline  the  Offer.  How-  But  refus’d 
ever  the  King  deputed  fome  of  his  Court  to 
attend  the  Electors,  and  return  his  Thanks 
for  the  Honour  they  defign’d  him.  And 
thereupon  the  King  of  Bohemia  remain’d  pof- 
fefs’d  of  the  Imperial  Dignity,  by  the  Name 
of  Charles  IV,  See  Rymer's  Adis  of  State 9 
VoL  V.  p.  622, 
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In  the  mean  time  we  find  that  the  young 
Earl  of  Flanders ,  tho’  he  had  married  the 
Princefs  of  Brabant ,  was  prevail’d  on  by  the 
States  of  that  Country  to  do  Homage  to  King 
Edward  ;  but  this  appears  to  be  a  force  upon 
him,  for  he  took  the  firft  Opportunity  of 
efcaping  out  of  their  Hands,  and  addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  King  of  France ,  procur’d  a 
Body  of  Troops  from  that  Prince,  with  which 
he  endeavour’d  to  chaftife  his  rebellious  Sub- 
jedls,  and  compel  them  to  fubmit  to  his  Go¬ 
vernment.  But  the  Flemmings  being  join’d  by 
fome  Englijh  Forces,  defended  themfelves  fo 
well  that  the  French  were  oblig’d  to  quit  the 
Country. 

The  Truce  was  enlarg’d  this  Year  from  the 
1 8  th  of  November,  1348,  to  the  firft  of  No¬ 
vember^  1349,  but  very  ill  obferv’d  on  the 
part  of  France ,  for  at  the  very  Inftant  they 
agreed  to  this  Enlargement,  the  Lord  Geoffry 
Qharny ,  General  of  the  French  Frontiers,  who 
then  refided  at  St.  O/ners ,  was  endeavouring 
to  corrupt  Emeric  de  Pavia ,  on  whom  King 
Edward  had  conferr’d  the  Government  of  the 
Caftle  of  Calais ,  to  betray  the  Place  to  his 
Mafter  the  French  King.  Some  relate  that 
the  Governor  himfelf  difcover’d  this  Matter 
to  the  King,  others  fay  that  his  Secretary  ac¬ 
quainted  King  Edward  with  it  but  which 
way  foever  he  came  to  the  Knowlege  of  the 
Matter,  it  is  agreed,  that  King  Edward  or¬ 
der’d  Emeric  to  continue  to  treat  with  Charny 
the  French  General,  and  accept  the  Sum  he 
offer’d  him,  being  twenty  thoufand  Crowns, 
taking  care  at  the  fame  time  to  provide  Ca¬ 
lais  with  fuch  a  numerous  Garrifon,  and  to 
have  fo  many  Officers  about  Emeric ,  that  it 
fhould  not  be  in  his  Power  to  betray  the  Ca- 
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ftle  if  he  intended  it  and  no  doubt  the  King 
communicated  the  Matter  to  the  Lord  Mont¬ 
gomery  ,  who  was  the  Governor  of  the  Town, 
that  he  might  be  upon  his  Guard. 

The  time  agreed  on  between  the  Lord 
Charny  the  French  General,  and  E?neric  the 
Governor,  for  admitting  the  French  Troops 
into  the  Caftle  was  on  the  laft  of  December  at 
Night  *,  whereupon  King  Eckvard  came  over 
from  Dover  privately  two  or  three  Nights  be¬ 
fore,  attended  by  the  Prince,  eight  hundred 
Men  at  Arms,  and  a  thoufand  Archers,  the 
Flower  of  his  Army,  and  lay  conceal’d  in  the 
Caftle  of  Calais  till  the  Hour  appointed  for 
delivering  it  up  ;  and  that  it  might  not  be 
known  the  King  and  Prince  were  in  the  Add¬ 
on,  they  agreed  to  engage  like  private 
Knights  under  the  Banner  of  the  Lord  JValter 
Manny.  The  Lord  Charny  began  his  March 
from  Arras  with  a  fmall,  but  lelect  Body  of 
Troops,  on  the  laft  of  December  in  the  After¬ 
noon,  ordering  feveral  other  Detachments  tq 
march  by  different  Ways,  that  he  might  not 
alarm  the  Englijh ,  and  meet  him  near  Calais 
at  eight  in  the  Evening,  which  they  did  ac¬ 
cordingly,  to  the  Number  of  twenty  thoufand 
Men  ;  and  it  being  dark  feveral  Hours  before 
they  approach’d  the  Town,  they  imagin’d 
they  were  fufficiently  conceal’d.  At  twelve 
o’Clock  Charny  detach’d  twelve  Knights, 
with  an  hundred  Men  at  Arms,  to  the  Caftle 
Gates,  as  had  been  concerted,  and  they  were 
let  in  ;  but  to  their  great  Surprize  the  Gates 
were  immediately  fhut,  and  being  furrounded 
by  a  numerous  Body  of  Men  at  Arms,  after 
fome  littleRefiftance,  they  were  all  made  Pri¬ 
soners  and  clapt  into  the  Dungeom 

Then 
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Then  the  King  and  Prince  iflfu’d  out  of  the: 
Gates  of  the  Town,  attended  by  feveral  of 
the  Englijh  Nobility,  under  the  Lord  Manny’ s' 
Banner  or  Standard,  where  they  found  the’ 
French  General  drawn  up  with  his  Men  at 
Arms  on  Foot  ready  to  receive  them  ;  where¬ 
upon  the  King  order’d  his  Party  to  difmount 
alfo  and  fight  on  Foot,  it  being  ufual  for  the 
heavy-arm’d  Men  to  difmount  in  thofe  Days 
when  they  were  engag’d  in  any  defperate 
Service.  Each  Party  fought  very  bravely, 
confifting  of  fome  of  the  1110ft  celebrated 
Knights  of  both  fides,  infomuch  that  the 
Difpute  lafted  till  Morning.  It  was  the 
King’s  Fortune  to  engage  a  Lord  of  Picardy 
named  Ribanmont,  who  ftruck  his  Highnefs 
with  that  Force  that  he  brought  him  twice 
upon  his  Knees,  but  the  King  recover’d  him- 
felf  and  took  his  Adverfary  Priloner  ;  and 
Charny  the  French  General,  with  feveral  of 
the  principal  Officers,  being  taken  at  the 
fame  time,  the  French  turn’d  their  Backs 
and  fled,  and  the  Englijh  faw  themfelves 
Viftorious  on  New-Tear’s-Day  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing.  ■  i 

Nofwithftanding  the  French  had  thus  bafely 
attempted  to  furprize  Calais,  by  corrupting 
the  Governor  of  the  Caftle  at  a  time  when 
the  Truce  had  been  juft  confirm’d  and  pro¬ 
long’d,  King  Edward  generoufly  entertain’d 
his  Prifoners  in  the  Hall  of  the  Caftle  that 
Evening,  who  were  not  till  then  acquainted 
that  his  Highnefs  was  prefent  in  the  Engage¬ 
ment.  Here  the  King  prefented  the  Lord 
Ribaiymont,  who  had  handled  him  fo  roughly* 
with  a  Chaplet  of  Pearls  that  he  wore  about 
his  Cap  as  a  Teftimony  of  that  Lord's  gal¬ 
lant  Behaviour  in  this  Aft  ion  3  requiring  him 
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vhom  he  knew  he  was  an  Admirer,  and  im- 
hediately  gave  him  his  Liberty;  But  to 
Zharny  the  French  General  he  faid,  I  owe  you 
nit  little  Thanks  for  contriving  to  fteal  a 
Fown  from  me  in  the  dark  which  I  fairly 
von  at  Noon  Day,  and  coft  me  fo  very  dear. 
fVnd  indeed,  had  the  Englijh  made  a  like  At-  Remarks 
:empt  upon  a  French  Town  during  a  Truce,  cntheEn~ 
ind  been  defeated,  they  would  infallibly  have  terprize. 
bund  no  Mercy  *,  and  one  is  aftonifih’d  to 
;onfider  that  fo  great  a  Prince  with  his  Son, 
who  was  Heir  to  the  Crown,  fhould  expol'e 
:hemfelves  in  a  dark  Nigh.t  in  fo  hazardous 
in  Enterprize,  and  even  to  engage  fingly 
Hand  to  Hand  with  their  Enemies  :  Either 
Lis  was  related  by  fome  of  their  Flatterers  to 
nagnify  their  peribnal  Valour,  or  it  certainly 
•efledls  extremely  on  their  Prudence  and  Con- 
ludl.  Generals  to  fupport  and  encourage 
;heir  fainting  Troops  when  all  is  defperate, 
will  fometimes  put  themfelves  at  the  Head  of 
Lem  -,  but  where  was  the  Neceflity  here  of 
engaging  like  common  Soldiers  in  the  dark. 

Fhe  Town  and  Cable  were  both  fecur’d,  and 
would  have  been  better  defended  by  the  King’s 
remaining  within  the  Walls  than  by  his  rally¬ 
ing  out.  Had  the  King  or  Prince  been  kill’d 
Dr  taken  Prifoners,  ten  fuch  Towns  as  Calais 
would  not  have  made  his  Subjects  Satisfablion 
for  their  Lofs*  Nor  is  it  eafy  at  this  Day 
to  conceive  why  Gentlemen  enclos’d  in  Ar¬ 
mour  from  Head  to  Foot  fhould  value  them- 
felves  on  chopping  at  each  other  with  Sword 
or  Hatchet,  when  a  Smith  QtaCarpenter,  pro¬ 
vided  they  were  of  equal  Size,  muft  certainly 
have  an  Advantage  of  them,  both  in  the 
Force  and  Certainty  of  their  Strokes,  as  they 
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AD.  i 349  exercife  ftriking  and  chopping  every  Day* 
Puc  t0  Proceec^  The  King  not  thinking  it 
proper  to  truft  Emeric  de  Pavia  the  Italian 
any  longer  with  the  Government  of  a  Caftle 
of  that  Importance,  conferr’d  that  Poll  on 
Henry  de  Beauchamp ,  a  younger  Son  of  Guy 
de  Beauchamp  Earl  of  Warwick ,  and  leaving 
the  Town  under  the  Government  of  the  Lord 
Montgomery ,  as  it  had  been  from  the  time  of 
the  taking  of  it,  he  return’d  to  England . 
Thus  the  French  being  difappointed  in  their 
Defign  upon  Calais ,  King  Philip  was  pleas’d 
to  declare  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Matter  5 
and  Edward  finding  his  People  averfe  to  a 
Continuance  of  the  War  contented  himfelf 
with  his  Excufes,  and  did  not  think  fit  to  con- 
ftrue  this  Attempt  a  Breach  of  the  Truce, 
And  indeed  all  Europe  almoft  being  depopu¬ 
lated  about  this  time  by  one  of  the  moft  ter¬ 
rible  Peftilences  that  the  World  ever  knew. 
Mankind  had  enough  to  do  to  ftruggle  with 
this  Calamity,  without  attempting  the  De- 
ftrudlion  of  each  other, 

cm  fof  This  Pla§ue  began  as  ufual  in  the  Eaft, 
the  Plague  e^^er  *n  iddia  or  Turky ,  and  tra veil’d  gra- 
that  hap-  dually  Weflwards  thro’  Greece,  Italy France 
pen’d  this  and  Spain.  The  Englijh  imported  it  from 
i  ear.  France.  The  Lord  Montgomery ,  Governor  of 
Calais ,  and  his  Lady  dy’d  of  it  there  foor* 
after  King  Edward  left  the  Place.  And  I 
find  it  made  great  Havock  in  the  Port  Towns 
of  Dorjelfhrre  and  Devonjhire  in  Augufi  1348, 
tho*  it  did  not  reach  London  till  the  firft  of 
November  following.  In  the  Church-Yard  of 
Tar  mouth  in  Norfolk  were  buried  upwards  of 
feven  thoufand  within  the  Compafs  of  a  Yean 
In  Norwich  in  the  fame  County  above  fifty- 
fevcn  thoufand  were  buried  between  the  firft 

of 
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of  January  and  the  firft  of  July  this  Year.  A.D.\  349 
And  in  London  the  Church-Yards  not  being  4  Ed 
fufficient  to  contain  the  Dead,  feveral  Fields  ‘v^wJ 
were  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe,  in  which 
great  Pits  were  dug,  and  the  Carcaffes  thrown 
together  on  Heaps.  But  the  largeft  Burying- 
place  was  that  purchas’d  by  the  celebrated 
Lord  Walter  Manny.,  fo  often  mention’d  in 
this  Reign,  confifting  of  thirteen  Acres  of 
Ground  fet  apart  for  the  Burial  of  the  Poor 
and  Strangers,  being  the  fame  Spot  on  which 
Sutton' sHofpital  or  thtCharter-houfe  now  Hands. 

In  this  Burying-place  alone  were  buried  fifty 
thoufand  Perfons  this  Year,  and  particularly 
between  Candlemas  and  Eajler  two  hundred 
Corpfe  every  Day  :  In  Memory  whereof  the 
Lord  Manny  ereded  a  fine  Chapel  on  this 
Ground,  defigning  to  make  it  Collegiate  for 
twelve  Priefts  and  a  Provoft  to  pray  for  the 
Souls  of  the  departed,  after  the  Superftition  of 
thefe  times,  then  efteem’d  a  great  Ad  of 
Piety  *,  but  afterwards  he  alter’d  his  mind, 
and  founded  a  Monaftery  of  Cartpufian  Monks 
here  to  pray  for  himfelf  and  his  Wife  Mar¬ 
garet,  the  Souls  of  Alice  of  Hainault ,  Michael 
Northburgh  late  Bifhop  of  London ,  and  the 
Souls  of  all  his  Anceftors  and  Defendants, 
which  Carthufian  Monaftery,  vulgarly  call’d 
the  Charter-houfe ,  was  purchas’d  by  Thomas 
Sutton,  Efq;  after  the  Reformation,  and  con¬ 
verted  into  an  Hofpital  for  the  Education  of 
young  Lads  and  the  Support  of  decay’d  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  as  it  continues  at  thi$  Day,  and  which 
the  Reader  will  meet  with  a  fuller  Account  of, 

Vol.  15,  p.  176,  of  Modern  Hijtory.  But  to 
return  to  the  dreadful  Peftilence,  the  Courts 
of  Law  were  all  fhut  up,  and  no  Seffions  of 
Parliament  held  for  the  fpace  of  two  Years. 
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The  Pope  at  the  fame  time  publifh’d  a  Bull, 
authorizing  all  Priefts  to  ablolve  the  Penitent 
of  all  their  Sins,  and  grant  them  the  Benefit 
of  Indulgences,  and  every  one  was  empower’d 
to  chufe  what  Prieft  or  Confeffor  he  pleas’d, 
and  not  be  confin’d  to  their  Parifh  or  proper 
Priefts,  who  were  daily  fweptaway  ;and  in  all 
Towns  and  Places  were  folemn  Procefiions 
made  for  feveral  Days  together  to  avert  the 
Vengeance  of  Heaven,  and  preferve  the  Peo¬ 
ple  that  were  left  from  the  devouring  Pefti- 
lence. 

It  is  related,  however,  that  very  few  of  the 
Nobility  or  Perfons  of  Diftindtion  died  of  this 
Plague  either  in  England  or  any  other  King- 
Joanna  the  fecond  Daughter  of  King 
Edward  III.  and  the  Lord  Montgomery ,  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Calais ,  and  his  Lady,  were  all  that 
Hiftory  mentions  to  be  carried  off  among  the 
Englifh  Nobility,  befides  fome  few  Bifhops, 
whole  great  Abftemioufnefs  perhaps  might 
prove  fatal  to  them  :  For  it  is  obferv’d  now 
all  the  World  over,  that  thofe  who  drink 
good  Wines  and  other  Strong  Liquors  are  lefs 
liable  to  Infection  than  other  People.  This 
is  fuppos’d  to  be  the  Reafon  that  in  feveral 
Englijh  Factories  and  Colonies,  both  in  India 
and  Eurky,  when  the  Plague  carries  offThou- 
fands  of  the  Natives,  particularly  at  Surat , 
Smyrna ,  Aleppo ,  Grand  Cairo  and  Confianti - 
Wine  a  no$e->  the  Europeans  who  drink  good  Liquors 
PrdTrva-  generally  efcape  it  *,  and  this  may  be  one 
riveagainft  Reafon  it  has  not  made  any  great  Havock  in 
fofedion.  the  Northern  Kingdoms  of  late  Years,  where 
the  common  People  more  univerfally  drink 
ftrong  Liquors  than  they  us’d  to  do  formerly, 
particularly  in  great  Cities  :  And  thofe  who 
liv’d  in  the  laft  Plague  in  London ,  Anno  1 665, 

inform 
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inform  us,  that  a  Glafs  of  Sack  in  a  Morning, 
or  fome  good  Cordial,  was  look’d  upon  as 
one  of  the  belt  Prefervatives  againft  the  In¬ 
fection.  It  is  obfervable  alfo,  that  when  the 
Plague  vifits  any  Country,  the  People,  con- 
fcious  of  their  Crimes  and  alarm’d  by  the 
dreadful  DeftruCtion  it  makes,  immediately 
fall  into  Falling  and  an  abftemious  Way  of 
Living,  in  order  to  attone  the  Divine  Ven¬ 
geance,  and  this  very  Regimen  in  a  manner 
invites  the  Diftemper  to  feize  them  ;  for  tho* 
it  is  certainly  practis’d  with  a  very  pious  De- 
fign,  yet  Heaven  feldom  alters  the  Nature  of 
things  in  favour  of  its  Votaries.  I  would  not 
here  however  be  thought  to  recommend  Ex- 
cefs,  I  only  propofe  a  moderate  Ufe  of  good 
Liquors,  efpecially  in  the  Plague  and  other 
malignant  Diftempers,  which  Experience 
teaches  us  are  the  bell  Prefervatives  againft 
them. 

And  as  the  inferiour  Clergy  in  thofe  Days 
were  no  lefs  temperate  than  their  Bifhops,  fuch 
was  the  Havock  made  amongft  them,  fays 
my  Author,  that  many  Churches  became  va¬ 
cant,  having  neither  Parfon  or  Curate,  or 
any  to  perform  Divine  Offices.  A  Chaplain 
to  fay  Mafs  and  adminifter  the  Sacraments  was 
not  to  be  procur’d  under  ten  Pounds  per  Ann. 
(equal  to  an  hundred  Pounds  of  our  prefent 
Money)  whereas  before  the  Peftilence  a  Man 
might  have  had  a  Chaplain  in  his  H oufe  for  40 
Shillings  a  Year  and  his  Board ;  but  this  Scar¬ 
city  of  the  Clergy  was  foon  remedy’d,  for 
there  being  a  great  many  vacant  Preferments, 
abundance  of  Lay-men,  whofe  Wives  were 
dead  of  the  Plague,  came  crowding  into 
Orders,  many  of  whom  could  fcarce  read. 
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The  Scots 
ravage  the 
Borders 
and  carry 
home  the 
Plague. 


Mortality 
among  the 
Cattel. 


Dearth  of 
Corn  fuc- 
ceeds  the 
Plague. 


The  History  of  England, 

The  Scots  finding  England  almoft  depopu¬ 
lated  by  the  Plague,  broke  the  Truce  and 
plunder’d  the  Northern  Counties  •,  but  were 
met  in  their  Return  home,  by  the  Eng- 
lijh  Militia,  and  moll  of  them  cut  in  pieces. 
Nor  was  this  the  woril  of  it,  for  thofe  that 
furviv’d  carried  the  Peftilence  to  Scotland 
with  them,  which  became  as  deftrudtive  there 
as  in  England. 

And  as  a  Mortality  among  the  Cattel  ufu- 
nlly  precedes  the  Plague,  on  the  contrary,  it 
happen’d  here  that  they  died  in  Droves,  foon 
after  the  Peftilence  was  over  ;  which  with  a 
Dearth  of  Corn  at  the  fame  time,  occafion’d 
by  the  want  of  Hufbandmen  to  cultivate  the 
Ground,  or  rather  to  get  in  the  Harveft  this 
Year,  brought  a  grievous  Famine  upon  the 
Kingdom  ;  Labourers  were  not  to  be  had  un¬ 
der  extravagnt  Rates,  which  occafion’d  a 
Taw  foon  after  for  afcertaining  their  Wages. 
Nor  did  this  Famine  affedt  England  only,  all 
the  Kingdoms  in  Europe  were  equally  afflidted 
by  it,  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth  perifhing  for 
Want  of  Hands  to  get  them  in. 


The  Jews  The  unfortunate  Jews  were  great  Sufferers 
deftroy’d  alfo  on  Account  of  this  Peftilence,  for  Peo- 
as  poyfo-  ple  having  entertain’d  a  Notion,  that  either 
Fountains  their  Sorceries  or  poyfoning  the  Fountains 
they  were  in  a  great  Meafure  the  Occafion  of 
the  Peftilence,  they  were  maflacred  by  Thou- 
fands,  efpecially  in  France  and  Germany ,  no 
Man  giving  himfelf  the  Trouble  to  enquire 
into  the  Truth  of  the  Suggestion;  fo  unhappy 
is  it  to  lye  under  the  Prejudices  of  the  Vul¬ 
gar.  A  German  Writer,  Albert  deStraJburghy 
relates,  that  they  were  reduc’d  to  that  De- 
fpair^  by  the  Rage  of  the  People  in  Mentz , 
and  fame  other  Cities  of  Germany ,  that  they 
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fliut  themfelves  up  in  their  Houfes,  fet  them ^•£•*349 
Dn  Fire,  and  were  confum’d  in  the  Flames  ‘ 
with  their  Wives  and  Children  and  Effects. 

But  to  conclude.  The  Plague  began  to 
abate  in  England ,  the  latter  end  of  Augufi 
this  Year,  after  it  had  rag’d  about  a  Year  in 
the  Kingdom,  and  above  half  a  Year  in  Lon¬ 
don.  I  fhall  only  obferve  further,  that  it  is 
ufually  at  the  Height  in  AEgypt,  (a  Country 
feldom  three  Years  free  from  it)  during  the 
time  of  the  greateft  Drought,  and  as  foon  as 
the  Nile  begins  to  overflow  the  Country,  the 
Peftilence  always  ceafes. 

King  Edward  having  begun  to  rebuild  the 
antient  Chapel  of  Windfor ,  on  the  6th  of  Au¬ 
gufi  the  preceding  Year  1348,  and  dedicated 
it  to  the  Honour  of  the  Omnipotent  God, 
of  the  glorious  Virgin  Mary ,  of  St.  George 
the  Martyr ,  and  of  St.  Edward  the  ConfeJJor  ; 
and  added  to  the  eight  Canons  appointed  by 
Henry  I.  one  Cuftos  or  Warden,  fifteen  Ca¬ 
nons  more,  twenty-four  poor  Knights,  with 
other  Servants  and  Officers,  under  the  Jurif- 
didtion  of  the  faid  Warden,  to  be  maintain’d 
out  of  the  Revenues  which  were  appropriated 
to  the  faid  Chapel,  by  himfelf  and  his  Royal 
Predeceffors  •,  this  Year  inftituted  the  moft 
illuftrious  Order  of  the  Garter,  confifting  of 
twenty-fix  Knights,  himfelf  being  the  Chief 
or  Sovereign. 

The  firft  Twenty-fix  were, 

King  Edward  III.  the  Henry  Earl  of  Lane  a -  The  firft 
Sovereign.  fter ,  his  Coufin,  Knights  of 

Edward  Prince  of  ’Thomas  Beauchamp  theGarcer. 
Wales,  his  eldelt  Earl  of  Warwick , 

Sort 
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William  Mont  acute 
Earl  of  Salijbury , 
Roger  Mortimer  Earl 
of  March. 

The  Lord  Cay  dull  de 
Ruche , 

The  Lord  John 
IdIJle , 


of  England* 

The  Lord  Richard 
Fitz- Simon , 

The  Lord  Miles  Sta¬ 
pleton, 

The  Lord  Thomas 
Watte , 

The  Lord  HughWrio- 
thejley. 

The  Lord  Kiel  Lo¬ 
ving, 


The  Lord  Bartholo¬ 
mew  Burgwajh, 
The  Lord  John  Beau¬ 
champ , 

The  Lord  John  de 
Mohun, 

The  Lord  Hugh 
Courtney , 

The  Lord  Thomas 

Holland , 

The  Lord  John 
Grey , 


T  he  Lord  John  Chan - 
dos. 

The  Lord  James  de 
Audley, 

The  Lord  Olho  Hol¬ 
land, 

The  Lord  Henry 
Erne, 

The  Lord  Sanchio 
P)a?nbreticourt, 

The  Lord  Walter 
Pavely  or  Panel . 


Of  this  Order  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Winche - 
Jler  for  the  time  being,  was  conftituted  Pre¬ 
late,  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Salijbury  Chancel¬ 
lor,  and  the  Dean  of  Windfor  Regifter. 

Kin gEd.ward  having  invited  all  the  Knights 
in  Europe  to  be  prefent  at  the  Inftalment  of 
the  firft  Knights,  and  proclaim’d  Jufts  and 
Tournaments,  as  proper  to  be  held  at  the 
Inftitution  of  this  Military  Order,  on  the 
23d  of  April ,  1349,  being  the  Feftival  of 
St.  George,  he  went  in  folemn  Proceffion  with 
the  other  twenty-five  Knights,  to  the  Chapel 
of  St.  George  at  Windfor  to  hear  Mafs,  which 
was  celebrated  by  Willia?n  Edington  Bifhop 
of  Wmchejler  and  Prelate  of  the  Order,  after 

whirh 
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vhich  he  return’d  with  them  in  the  fame  Or-  A.D.  1349 

ler  to  the  great  Hall,  where  a  magnificent  ~ - 7* 

fintertainment  was  provided ;  on  the  lucceed-  \ 

ng  Days  were  Jufts  and  Tournaments  held, 

<0  which  the  Scotijh  and  French  Prifoners  were 
nvited,  particularly  David  Bruce  King  of 
Scotland,  Earl  Douglas ,  the  Count  de  Eu , 
Donftable  of  France ,  to  whom  the  King 
■awarded  the  Prize  the  firft  Day,  for  his  gal- 
ant  Behaviour.  King  Edward  himfelf  alfo 
enter’d  the  Lifts,  challenging  the  bravelt 
Knights  to  the  Combat.  His  Device,  a  white 
Swan  Gorg’d,  Or,  with  this  Motto  on  his 
Surcoat  and  Shield, 

HAY, ;  HAT,  FEE  JVHFFE  SWAN, 
i  BY  COD’s  SOUL ,  I  AM  FEE  MAN. . 

Which  fhews  his  Ambition  to  excel  in  thefe 
rough  Encounters :  But  I  refer  the  Reader  to 
Mr.  AJhmole’ s  Hiftory  of  the  Garter ,  for  a 
further  Account  of  this  Order,  obferving  only, 
that  the  Original  of  it  appears  ftill  very  un¬ 
certain,  notwithftanding  all  the  Pains  that 
Gentleman  has  taken  to  clear  it  up.  Camden 
was  of  Opinion  that  it  was  inftituted  in  Imi¬ 
tation  or  Remembrance  of  Richard  the  Firft’s 
ftorming  the  Town  of  Aeon ,  who  order’d  his 
Officers  to  tye  a  Garter  or  String  on  the  out- 
fide  of  their  Armour,  that  he  might  diftin- 
guiffi  them  in  the  Heat  of  the  A&ion.  O- 
thers  from  King  Edward’ s  having  given 
GARFER  for  the  Word,  at  the  Battel  of 
CreJJy.  And  others,  to  the  Queen’s  or  the 
Countefs  of  Salijbury’ s  dropping  a  Garter  in  a 
Dance,  as  has  been  mention’d  already,  in  the 
i8thYearof  this  Reign,  which  feems  moft 
likely  to  give  Occafion  to  the  Motto  on  it, 

HON  I 
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- - - -  PE  N S  E.  Evil  to  him  that  Evil  thinks , 

J.2iEd.T,  gut  whatever  gave  Rife  to  the  Order  of  the 
QarCer?  or  it  Motto,  it  was  certainly  mili¬ 
tated  to  diftin'guifh  the  Brave  and  Virtuous  3 
many  Emperors,  Kings,  and  Sovereign 
Princes  have  been  of  this  Order,  and  Hill 
the  Members  are  Perfons  of  the  higheft  Qua¬ 
lity.  There  are  few  Inftances  of  Commoners 
being  admitted  into  it,  and  the  Number  is 
Hill  the  fame  as  at  firft.  The  Garter,  the 
chief  Enfign  of  the  Order,  is  of  blue  Velvet, 
richly  embroider’d  with  thefe  Letters  and 
Stops  of  Gold,  HON  I  .  SO  IT  .  $JJI . 
MAL  .  T  .PENS  E  .  Garnifh’d 
with  Diamonds  and  other  precious  Stones  3 
the  Buckle  and  Pendant  whereof  are  of  Gold, 
as  alfo  the  Plate  next  the  Hinge,  whereon 
the  Sovereign’s  Picture  is  cut  in  flat  Stich, 
crown’d  with  a  Lawrel,  and  veiled  in  the 
Military  Habit  of  the  firlt  Roman  Emperors ; 
and  on  the  Tab  or  Pendant- is  engraven  a 
George  on  Horfeback  ;  there  is  alfo  a  lelfer 
George  enclos’d  in  Diamonds,  and  appointed 
to  be  worn  pendant  upon  a  blue  Ribbon  on 
ordinary  Occafions.  King  Charles  I.  added 
the  Rays  or  Glory  darting  out  thro’  the  Gar¬ 
ter  from  all  Parts  of  the  facred  Crofs,  ufual- 
Jy  call’d  Lhe  Star. 

The  Truce  having  been  broken  about  this 
broken^2  time  in  Gafcogny ,  on  the  part  of  France ,  the 
with France  Earl  of  Lancafter ,  who  before  enjoy’d  the 
and  again  Titles  of  Earl  of  Derby  and  Leicefier ,  was 
renew’d.  created  Earl  of  Lincoln ,  on  the  20th  of  Au- 
gufi ,  and  fent  over  to  defend  the  Dutchy  of 
Guienne  againll  the  Encroachments  of  the 
French . 


In 
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In  Bretagne  alfo  Sir  Thomas  Dagwor tb  the  349 
Enghjh  General  there,  was  treacherouily  Al.Ed^ 
drawn  into  an  Ambufcade  and  kill’d  during 
the  Truce.  He  had  but  fixt  ju  arm’d  Men  Sir  nomas 
in  his  Company,  who  all  fell"  bravely  with 
their  Leader,  being  furrounded  by  feveral  ^che_ 
Hundreds  of  the  French.  roufly  in 

The  Earl  of  Lane  after  affembled  an  Army  Bretagne. 
of  thirty  thoufand  Men  on  his  Arrival  in 
GaJ'cogny ,  and  made  himfelf  Mailer  of  forty  The  Earl 
Towns  and  Caftles  on  the  French  Frontiers ;  of  Ban* 
and  marching  Southward  as  far  as  Fhouloufe ,  ca^[^Q^r 
deftroy’d  all  the  Country  before  him,  by  way  co*n^ 
of  Retaliation  for  the  Ravages  the  French 
Generals  had  committed  in  Gafcogny  during 
his  Abfence. 

After  which  the  Truce  was  renew’d  with 
France ,  but  there  were  ftill  frequent  Chal¬ 
lenges  however,  given  and  accepted  by  the 
Subjedls  of  England  and  France,  ten,  twenty, 
thirty  Knights  engaging  of  a  fide,  in  which 
they  would  fight  it  out  to  the  laft  Man  ; 
fometimes  one  fide  and  fometimes  the  other 
prevailing.  Parties  of  private  Men  alfo, 
without  any  Authority,  us’d  to  confederate 
together  upon  the  Frontiers,  and  make  Excur- 
fions  into  the  Territories  of  the  one  or  the 
other  Prince,  which  render’d  the  Inhabitants 
of  thofe  Countries  as  infecure  almoft,  as  in 
time  of  adlual  War. 

The  followingYear,  1350,  Pope  ClementW.  J.D.i-tfO 
decreed  that  the  Jubilee,  which  Pope  Bonni-  ~  ~j 
face  had  ordain’d  to  be  held  every  Century, 
fbould  for  the  future,  in  Imitation  of  the  A  Jubilee 
J.ewiJh  Jubilee,  be  kept  every  fiftieth  Year,  appointed 
of  which  this  was  the  firft ;  and  at  the  fame  5ol;h 
time,  granted  Indulgences  to  all  thofe  who  r‘ 
fhould  vifit  the  Churches  of  St  .Peter,  St  .Paul, 

Vol.  XVII.  A  a  %  and 
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A.D.\i$o  and  St .  John  de  Later  an  in  Rome.  Where- 
upon  fuch  Numbers  of  People  of  all  Sexes 
t/VXJ  an<^  ^Ses  lock’d  to  that  City  about  this  time.; 

that  it  was  computed  there  were  not  lefs  than 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  Foreigners  redding 
within  the  Walls  of  Rome  at  once.  And  as 
to  Kings  and  Sovereign  Princes,  who  could 
not  leave  their  Dominions,  they  obtain’d  the 
fame  Privileges  and  Indulgences  for  their 
Money,  as  if  they  had  adually  gone  in  Pil¬ 
grimage  thither. 

This  Jubilee  began  the  25th  of  March 
and  lafted  a  whole  Year.  There  were  fewer 
of  the  Englijh  at  Rome  on  this  Occafion  than 
any  other  Nation,  King  Edward  forbidding 
his  Subjects  to  refort  thither,  becaufe  they 
carried  fo  much  Treafure  out  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  which  was  wanted  at  home,  as  he  fug- 
gefted,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  ;  and . 
the  Pope  reproving  him  for  his  Impiety  in 
this  Matter,  he  afterwards  granted  Licenfes 
to  many  of  his  Subjects  to  go  to  Rome,  but 
refrain’d  them  from  carrying  more  Money 
along  with  them  than  would  be  neceflary 
for  the  Expences  of  their  Journey.  See  Ry- 
mer’s  Adis  of  State.  Vol.  V.  p.  681. 

His  Holinefs  alfo  defir’d  that  the  Truce 
with  France  might  be  ftridly  obferv’d,  that 
the  French  might  be  at  Liberty  to  come  to 
the  Jubilee  and  that  the  Ecclefiafticks  fent 
to  England  by  the  Pop1,  might  be  admitted 
to  the  Benefices  afiign’d  them.  To  the  firft 
of  which  the  King  anfwer’d,  that  the  French 
perpetually  broke  the  Truce,  committing 
Hoiiilities  treacheroufly  within  the  Englijh 
Pale,  to  the  Deftrudion  of  his  People.  And 
to  the  latter,  that  he  would  receive  fuch 
Clergymen  as  came  over  with  Papal  Provi- 

fors. 
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fors,  who  were  worthy  of  their  Preferments,  -d.D.  1350 
but  not  others.  .  ~  JJT 

In  the  Year  of  Jubilee,  when  all  the  reft 
of  the  World  were  rejoycing,  there  arofe  a  The  Seft 
Sedl  of  mortify’d  People,  remarkable  for  ofWhip- 
their  Whipping  and  Tormenting  themfelves.  Pers' 
Whereupon  the  Pope  diredted  his  Bulls  to  all 
Kings,  and  other  Civil  as  well  as  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  Powers  to  fupprefs  them,  as  a  Race  of 
Hypocrites’,  and  about  Michaelmas  thisYear, 
an  hundred  and  fifty  of  thefe  Whippers  came 
over  from  Holland  to  London ,  many  of  them 
Noblemen  and  Perfons  of  Diftindtion,  who 
went  to  St.  Paul’s  and  other  Churches  in  fo- 
lemn  Proceffton,  naked  from  the  Middle  up¬ 
wards,  and  mark’d  with  red  Crofles.  Three 
times  a  Day  they  lafh’d  themfelves,  with 
Whips  of  knotted  Cord,  while  the  Blood 
run  plentifully  dowrn  their  Bodies,  four  of 
them  finging  a  miferable  Ditty  at  the  fame 
time,  and  the  reft  joining  in  the  Chorus  •, 
and  tho’  the  King  ftridlly  forbid  his  Subjects 
joining  with  thefe  People,  or  encouraging 
them  in  thefe  voluntary  Penances,  yet  he  did 
not  think  fit  to  inflidt  any  Punifhment  upon 
them,  believing  that  this  fmarting  Devotion 
would  foon  have  an  end,  if  they  were  not 
taken  Notice  of  and  lb  it  happen’d,  the 
Scdt  vanifh’d  and  dwindled  away  to  nothing 
in  a  little  time. 

The  French  having  the  good  Fortune  to 
draw  off  the  Spaniards  from  the  Englijh  In- 
tereft  about  this  time,  prevail’d  on  their  Ad¬ 
miral  Don  Carlos  de  Cerda  to  come  into  the 
Englijh  Channel  with  forty  or  fifty  flout  Men 
of  War,  and  make  Prize  of  the  Englifn  and 
FlemmiJ!)  Merchants.  They  took  and  funk 
ten  Englijh  Ships  loaden  with  Wine  at  once, 

A  a  a,  2  aftey 
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J.D.  1350  after  which  they  plunder’d  Sluice,  and  fever al 
r"  other  Towns  on  the  Coaft  of  Flanders  ;  nor  1 

could  a  Ship  ftir  out  of  the  Englijh: Harbours 
without  falling  into  their  Hands  ;  which  fo 
in  PerTo'n  highly  provok’d  King  Edward ,  that  having 
obtams  a  aflembled  a  Fleet  of  Ships,  he  went  on  board 
everdie  them  himfelf,  with  the  Prince  and  fome  of  the 
Spanijb  braveftNoblemenandKnightsin  theKingdom, 
Fleer.  and  meeting  the  Spaniards  in  their  return  from 
Flanders ,  loaden  with  Spoil,  he  attack’d  them 
and  finding  their  Ships  much  bigger  and  tal¬ 
ler  than  his  own,  and  that  he  receiv’d  great 
Damage  by  their  mifiive  Weapons,  he  en¬ 
gag’d  them  in  a  dole  Fight,  and  boarding 
them,  made  himfelf  Maker  of  feventeen  or 
eighteen  of  their  Ships,  the  reft  efcaping  by 
the  Favour  of  the  Night. 

Upon  which  Succefs  the  King  Knighted 
fourfcore  young  Gentlemen  that  were  prefent 
in  the  Adion,  and  order’d  a  Gold  Coin  to  be 
ftruck,  wherein  he  is  reprefented  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  of  a  Ship  with  his  Sword  drawn  ;  which 
fhews  he  look’d  upon  this  as  no  trifling  Adi- 
on,  tho’  my  Friend  Rapin  reprefen ts  it  as 
fuch.  And  indeed  the  Spaniards  both  in  their 
maritime  Skill,  as  well  as  the  Strength  and 
Targnefs  of  their  Ships,  were  then  fuperior 
to  any  other  Nation  of  Europe.  And  the  Rea- 
fon,  probably,  that  King  Edward  always 
gave  the  greateft  Encouragement  to  thofe 
who  behav’d  bravely  at  Sea,  was  his  being 
convinc’d  that  the  Nation  could  never  make 
a  Figure  either  in  War  or  Trade  without 
maintaining  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Narrow 
Seas. 

The  King  was  no  fooner  return’d  to  Eng¬ 
land  but  he  receiv’d  Advice  of  the  Death  of 
his  Rival  Philip  of  'Valois,  who  expir’d  on  the 

22d 
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22d  of  Augift,  in  the  57th  Year  of  his  Age,  13  5°- 

and  the  23d  ot  his  Reign,  and  was  fucceeded  j 
by  his  eldelt  Son,  John  Duke  of  Normandy,  j 

who  was  annointed  and  crown’d  with  his  PhiCp  tile 
Queen  Joanna,  in  the  City  of Rhiems,  on  the 
26th  of  September  following,  v.'hen  he  made  <jies°and 
Don  Carlos  de  Cerda,  the  Spnnifo  Admiral,  is  fuccced- 
Earl  of  Angoulefme,  in  confideration  of  the  ^  tls 
Damage  he  had  done  the  Englijh  at  Sea.  8011  John' 
The  Chriftians  being  at  this  time  at  Waf  A  Cuel 
with  the  Saracens  in  the  Holy  Land,  John  de  Kin^ 
Valois ,  bafe  Brother  to  the  prefent  French  Edward? 
.King,  who  had  engag’d  in  the  Crufade,  was  between 
charg’d  by  a  Knight  of  Cyprus  with  holding.  ^  Jcnc^ 
a  Correfpondence  with  the  Infidels  where-  tj 
upon  a  Challenge  enfu’d,  and  becaufe  each  Brother 
Party  had  great  Number  of  Friends,  rather  and  a  0* 
than  the  Saracens  fhould  be  Witnefies  of  any  Kia\ 
Mifunderftanding  between  the  Chriftlan  Offi-  jvmgK' 
cers,  the  Generals  directed  the  Combatants 
to  return  to  Europe,  and  fight  the  Duel  they 
had  refolv’d  on,  before  King  Edward  of  Eng¬ 
land,  to  whom  Letters  came  at  the  fame  time, 
defining  him  to  fit  Judge  of  the  Combat. 
Accordingly  the  Lifts  were  appointed  at 
Weftminfter,  and  the  two  Knights  engag’d  on 
the  4th  of  Odloher ,  before  the  King,  the  Prince 
of  Wales ,  and  molt  of  the  Englijh  Nobility. 

Both  the  Combatants  having  broken  their 
Spears  in  tilting,  without  being  mov’d  in  the 
Saddle,  alighted  at  the  fame  Inftant,  and  re¬ 
new’d  the  Fight  with  their  Swords,  which 
were  broken  alfo  and  render’d  ufelefs  5  then 
they  grappled  and  fell  down  together, 
and  hill  feem’d  pretty  equally  match’d  ; 
but  at  length  the  Baftard  of  France 
(truck  the  CypriaH  Knight  on  his  Mouth, 

(which  was  defended  only  by  little  Barrs)  with 

the 
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the  Iron  Spikes  of  his  Gauntlet,  which  made 
the  Cypriot  roar  out.  Whereupon  the  King 
threw  down  his  Wardour,  and  the  Marfhal 
cry’d,  Ho  !  to  fignify  the  Combat  was  ended. 
Then  the  King  adjudg-d  the  Victory  to  the 
Baftard,  and  that  the  Cypriot  was  at  his  Mer¬ 
cy  whereupon  the  French  Knight  might 
have  taken  his  Life,  according  to  the  Law 
of  Arms  •,  but  he  was  contented  with  this 
Proof  (as  it  was  then  heid  )  of  his  Innocence 
before  fo  noble  an  A  {Terribly.  Tho’  the  Hi- 
ftorian  intimates,  that  the  Advantage  the 
French  Knight  had  of  his  Adverfary,  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  Iron  Spikes  on  his  Gauntlet, 
of  which  the  Cypriot  had  none.  The  Vidtor, 
according  to  the  Cuftom  of  Dedicating  their 
Armour  to  fome  Saint,  dedicated  his  to 
St.  George  of  England ,  and  hung  it  up  in 
St.  Paul's  Church. 

After  which  King  Edward  having  enter¬ 
tain’d  the  Baftard,  and  made  him  rich  Pre- 
Tents,  fent  him  back  to  his  Brother  the  King 
of  France ,  with  great  Recommendations  of 
his  Courage  and  Addrefs  in  this  Encounter, 
which  in  the  end  prov’d  fatal  to  him,  for  his 
Brother  King  John  reproach’d  him  at  his  Re¬ 
turn,  for  fubmitting  to  Combat  before  the 
King  of  England ,  his  mortal  Enemy,  and 
appealing  to  his  Judgment.  And  the  Baftard 
in  his  Defence,  declaring  that  it  was  by  the 
Direction  of  the  Chrifiian  Lords,  who  were 
engag’d  againft  the  Infidels  and  at  the  fame 
time  magnifying  the  Generofity  and  Equity 
of  King  Edward ,  in  adjudging  him  the  Vic¬ 
tory,  tho5  he  was  a  Frenchman  and  his  Ene¬ 
my  :  And  the  Earl  of  Eu  Conftable  of  France 
feconding  the  Baftard,  and  ftiewing  how  ge- 
nerqufly  he  himfelf  had  been  us’d  when  he 
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was  Prifoner  in  England.  King  John  was  fo  ^.D.  135,0 

highly  provok’d  to  hear  his  Rival  thus  ex-  ~ 

toll’d  by  his  own  Subjects,  that  he  order’d 

them  both  to  Prifon,  and  their  Heads  to  be  K.  John 

cut  off,  without  any  Form  of  Law-,  and  they  Pui:s 

were  executed  accordingly,  on  the  19th  of 

J  ’  s  and  tiie 

November.  _  ^  Confhble 

Whether  King  John  fufpebled  thefe  Gen-  of  France 
tlemen  to  be  in  the  Englijh  Intereft,  or  put t0  Ceat!l 
them  to  Death  purely  tor  fpeaking  honour-  ho^' 
ably  of  the  King  of  England ,  does  not  ap-  ncurafaly 
pear  but  it  is  oblervable,  his  Father  cut  off  ofK.£</TC. 
the  Heads  of  CliJJon ,  and  feveral  other  French 
Lords  who  had  been  Prifoners  in  England 

o 

without  a  Trial  on  the  like  Pretences.  For 
it  appears,  that  King  Edward  feldom  had 
any  Men  of  Figure  his  Prifoners,  but  he 
gain’d  their  Efteem  and  Affebtion  by  his  Ge- 
nerofity,  which  was  Death  both  to  King 
Philip  and  his  Son  John  to  hear  of.  If  the 
Baffard  and  the  Conllable  had  been  guilty  of 
any  Difloyalty,  and  there  had  been  Evidence 
againft  them,  King  John  would  probably 
have  taken  them  off  by  the  Forms  of  Law, 
and  not  given  the  World  fuch  an  Occa- 
fion  to  look  upon  him  as  a  Tyrant  and  a 
Murderer.  As  to  the  late  King  Philip ,  he 
was  not  fatisfy’d  with  taking  away  the  Lives 
of  thofe  he  fufpebted  to  be  in  the  Englijh  In- 
terelh  ;  but  there  are  many  Inftances  of  his 
torturing  and  cutting  them  to  pieces  in  a  very 
barbarous  manner.  But  to  proceed. 

The  Parliament  of  England  affembled  on 
the  7th  of  February ,  and  on  the  15th  the 
King,  being  prefent,  the  Reafons  of  calling 
it  were  declar’d  •,  of  which  the  Chief  were, 
the  raffing  a  Supply  for  the  War  ;  the  ascer¬ 
taining  the  Wages  of  Servants  and  Labourers-, 

and 
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Si.D.  1351  and  to  prevent  the  exporting  Coin  and  Trea- 
ft  ft rV  ft  fare  out  of  the  Kingdom. 

Accordingly  an  Ad  was  made  for  fettling 
Statutes,  the  Wages  of  Labourers  and  Servants  in  Huf- 
bandry,  and  of  Artificers,  and  afcertaining 
the  Prices  of  their  Wares. 

An  Ad  for  confirming  the  Privileges  of 
the  Clergy. 

An  Ad  for  afcertaining  the  Length  and 
Breadth  of  Woollen  Cloths. 

An  Ad  for  punifhing  F'oreftallers  of  the 
Markets. 

An  Ad  that  Corn  and  other  Provifion 
taken  by  the  King’s  Purveyors  fhould  be  ap¬ 
prais’d. 

An  Ad  declaring  what  Offences  fhould  be 
Treafon. 

An  Ad  that  Forefters  fhould  take  nothing 
againft  the  Will  of  the  Owner. 

An  Ad  that  none  fhould  be  bound  to  find 
Soldiers  but  thofe  who  were  oblig’d  to  it  by 
their  Tenures. 

Weights.  An  Ad  for  afcertaining  Weights  and  Mea- 
fures. 

Providers.  An  Ad  to  empower  Patrons  to  prefent  to 
fuch  Livings,  &c.  as  were  in  their  Gift,  not- 
withftanding  the  Pope’s  Provifors  :  And  that 
Per  ions  bringing  over  fuch  Provifors  fhould 
be  fin’d  and  imprifon’d. 

At  this  Parliament  alfo  the  King,  in  Con- 
fideration  that  the  Famine  was  ftill  very  fe- 
vere,  relinquifh’d  one  half  of  the  Provifion 
appointed  to  be  taken  by  his  Purveyors.  The 
King  was  pleas’d  at  the  fame  time  to  advance 
Earl  of  Henry  Plant agenet,  Earl  of  Lctnc after ,  to  the 
lancafter  Title  anq  Dignity  of  Duke  of  Lancafter ,  and 
pCuke  a  'he  was  invefted  in  that  Dutchy  by  the  Cindure 
ef  the  Sword,  and  empower’d  to  hold  a 

Court 
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Court  of  Chancery ,  and  ilfue  out  Writs  under 
ns  Seal,  and  to  enjoy  all  other  Liberties  and 
Regalities  as  belong’d  to  a  County  Palatine  in 
is  ample  manner  as  the  Earl  of  Chejier  did  in 
:hat  County.  This  was  the  fecond  Duke 
:reated  in  England ,  the  Prince  of  Wales  being 
:he  firft.  The  Lord  Ralph  Stafford  was  at 
:he  fame  time  made  Earl  ol  Stafford. 

The  Truce,  which  was  not  yet  expir’d,  was 
.11  kept  on  either  fide,  and  particularly  near 
Calais,  where  the  Englijh. were  made  Prifoners 
f  they  ftirr’d  out  of  the  Place  r,  whereupon 
Sir  John  Beauchamp ,  Governor  of  Calais ,  in 
irder  to  make  Reprifals,  march’d  out  with 
goo  Men  at  Arms  and  200  Archers  on 
Horfeback,  and  having  feiz’d  on  a  confider- 
able  Booty,  was  encounter’d  on  his  return  by 
the  Lord  Beaulieur,  a  French  General,  at  the 
[dead  of  2000  Men.-  Beauchamp  having 
kill’d  that  Lord,  was  upon  the  point  of  rout¬ 
ing  his  Troops,  when  another  Body  of  the 
Enemy  appear’d,  and  furrounding  the  Eng- 
' ijh ,  made  the  Governor  and  twenty  Knights 
Prifoners,  and  cut  in  Pieces  the  relt  of  the 
Party.  This  Lofs  was  foon  after  reveng’d 
ay  the  Lord  Walter  Manny ,  who  made  an 
Incurfion  into  the  Enemy’s  Frontiers,  ra- 
vaging  and  plundering  the  Country  for  feveral 
Miles,  and  brought  back  fuch  Numbers  of 
Cattle,  that  a  fat  Ox  was  fold  for  fixteen 
Pence.  The  Duke  of  Lancafter  alfo,  the 
Eajter  following,  invaded  Artois  and  Picardy , 
plundering  the  Suburbs  of  Bologne ,  EJlaples , 
Fanquenbergfferouen  andSt.Owzm;  and  let  Fire 
:o  “above  an  hundred  Sail  of  Vefiels  lying  in 
feveral  Harbours  on  that  CoafL,  which  induc’d 
the  French  to  renew  the  Truce  for  a  Year 
longer.  Notwithftanding  which  the  Ehglijh 
Vol.  XVII,  Bbb  having 


369 

A.D.  1351 
A.  z'ffd.T, 


Earl  of 
Stafford. 

Skirmifhes 
on  the 
Frontiers 
in  Time  of 
Truce. 


A.D.  1352 
A.  z6Ed.% 

yYN> 


Guljnti 
taken  by 
th  eEngliJb: 


37©  the  History  ©/'England* 

J.D.i  35  2  having  corrupted  the  Governor  of  Guifnes ,  a 
Fcrtrefs  five  Miles  to  the  Southward  of  Calais $ 
had  it  deliver’d  into  their  Hands;  which  King 
John  complaining  of  as  a  Breach  of  the  Truce, 
was  anfwef’d,  Buying  and  Selling  was  thought 
no  Breach  of  the  Truce  when  the  French  cor¬ 
rupted  the  Governor  of  Calais. 

The  n>/g-  The  Lord  Guy  de  Nefile ,  Marfhal  of 
/^obtain  France ,  rais’d  a  confiderable  Army  in  Bre* 
in  B/e-^  taSne  about  this  time,  and  beat  up  the  Englijh 
Quarters ;  but  was  encounter’d  by  Sir  Walter 
Bently  and  Sir  Robert  Knowles ,  the  Englijh 
Generals  there,  and  kill’d  in  the  Engagement, 
with  feveral  hundreds  of  French  Knights  and 
Perfons  of  DidinCtion,  befides  great  Numbers 
made  Prifoners.  This  was  one  of  the  bloodied 
and  mod  obdinate  Engagements  that  hap¬ 
pen’d  during  the  War.  The  Englijh  finding 
themfelves  out-nunlber’d  began  to  faint,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  Archers  actually  run  away.- 
Sir  Walter  Bently  however,  by  his  Condudt, 
oblig’d  the  French  to  retreat  in  their  turn, 
x  and  gain’d  a  compleat  Victory  ;  after  which 
he  hang’d  up  thirty  of  his  Archers,  by  whofe 
Cowardice  he  had  very  near  lod  the  Battel. 
The  War  The  Earl  of  Stafford ,  the  King’s  Lieutenant 
in  Gaf-  and  Captain-General  in  Gafcogny ,  defeated  a 
(ogiiy.  great  Body  of  French  Troops  alfo  in  that 
Province  ;  but  thefe  frequent  Encounters  did 
not  hinder  the  Duke  of  Lancmer  from  taking 
the  Crofs  and  engaging  in  the  Holy  War, 
tho5  in  his  Paffage  thro’  Germany  he  was 
made  Prifoner  by  the  Practices  of  Ctho  Duke 
of  Brunfwick ,  and  obtain’d  his  Liberty  at  a 
great  Expence,  which  occafion’d  his  making 
very  fevere  Reflections  on  the  German  Duke, 
who  thereupon  fent  Lancajler  a  Challenge  to 
fight  him  in  the  Prefence  of  the  French  King, 
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The  Duke  of  Lancafter  accepted  the  Chal-  ^•^•135? 
lenge,  and  having  obtain’d  a  fife  Condud,  ~A  >  \ 
went  to  Paris  with  fifty  Knights  to  meet  his 
Adverfary.  The  Duke  of  Brunfwick  arriving  The  Duke 
about  the  fame  time,  theLifts  were  appointed  •, ot  Brmf- 
and  the  Due  11  ills,  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  ^g&the 
that  time,  took  their  Oaths  that  their  Caufe  Duke  of 
was  juft,  and  that  they  had  no  Charms  about  Lancajier, 
them,  after  which  they  prepar’d  for  the  Com- 
bat.  But  when  the  French  King  and  his  No-  ^‘s  j!0re' 
bility  were  feated,  the  Knights  mounted  and  fight  him, 
ready  to  Charge,  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  re¬ 
fus’d  to  fight-.  Whereupon  King  John,  whofe 
Allie  he  was,  took  upon  him  to  make  up  the 
Quarrel  :  The  German  Duke  loft  his  Repu¬ 
tation,  and  the  Englijh  Hero  came  off  with 
univerfiil  Applaufe. 

King  Edward  receiving  Intelligence  about 
this  time  that  the  French  defign’d  an  Invafion 
of  England ,  in  order  to  oblige  him  to  with¬ 
draw  his  Troops  out  of  France ,  a  Commifiion 
of  Array  iffu’d  for  all  Men  able  to  bear  in 
Arms,  to  be  in  a  Readinefs  to  defend  the  ' 

Coafts  ;  but  it  happen’d  to  be  a  lalfe  Alarm. 

The  following  Winter  proved  very  fevere  A.D.  1353 

in  England ',  the  Froft  continuing  from  the  - — ■ 

6th  of  December  to  the  12th  of  March  :  This  A' 
was  fficceeded  by  furious  Tempefts,  that  blew  a  hard* 
down  Trees,  and  uncover’d  Houfes  and  Froti,  luc^ 
Churches  i  and  no  Rain  filling  from  March  ceeded  by 
to  July ,  the  Grain  perifh’d  in  the  Ground,  p^mTne 
ind  there  was  neither  Grafs  nor  Fruit ;  where^  * 
upon  there  enfu’d  a  terrible  Famine,  which 
would  have  been  ftill  worfe  if  great  Quantities 
of  Corn  had  not  been  imported  from  the 
Low  Countries  and  Ireland. 

David  Bruce ,  King  of  Scotlandr  feems  at  King 
tjris.  time  to^have  had  a  good  Underftanding  mid.  per- 

B  b  b.  2  with  miKed 
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J.D.iis 3  with  King  Edward ,  being  twice  permitted  tp 

- - — ■  go  to  Scotland ,  on  giving  Hoftages  for  hi? 

J.z-EcLi  ReCurn?  t0  treac  wfth  pjs  Subjects  about  rai- 

retumto  fing  Money  for  his  Ranfom,  and  to  prevail 
Scotland  to  with  them  to  acknowledge  their  Dependence 
negotiate  on  England .  but  they  frill  refus’d  to  fubjedf 
a“  themfelves  to  a  Foreign  Dominion.  On  the 
The  Scots  contrary,  they  let  King  David  know,  that  if 
refute  to  he  gave  his  Confent  to  a.ny  thing  of  that  Na- 
acknow-  ture?  they  fhould  be  fo  far  from  redeeming 
De°end-£ir  or  paying  his  Ranfom,  that  they  would 
ancTon  fet  up  another  King.  Whereupon  the  Earl 
England,  of  Northampton  was  order’d  to  march  into 
their  Country  with  a  powerful  Army,  and 
endeavour  to  compel  them  to  acknowledge 
The  Eng-  King  Edward's  Sovereignty  ;  but  they  retir’d 
hjh_  waite  t0  their  Mountains  as  ufual,  and  faw  their 
fayaeST'  Country  deftroy’d  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
but  they  ’  rather  than  comply  with  the  Terms  propos’d 
obtain'  to  them,  and  at  length  obtain’d  a  Truce  of 
a  Truce,  £fng  Edward,  fo  that  David  was  forc’d  to, 
return  a  Prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London. 

A  Parlia-  The  Parliament  being  affembled  the  latter 
inent  held,  end  of  September  this  Year,  the  Lord  Chief 
Jufi: ice  Sir  William  Sharejhull  open’d  the  Seffi- 
The  Eta-  ons  with  a  Speech,  wherein  he  declar’d  that 
°;  r  .  the  King  had  call’d  them  together  to  confider 
of  removing  the  Staple  of  Wool  from  Flan- 
^Subfidy  ders  into  England  ;  and  that  they  would  grant 
granted,  the  King  a  Subfidy  on  their  Wools  for  three. 
Tears.  To  which  they  confented,  provided 
the  Aid  was  appropriated  to  the  Service  of 
the  War. 


The  Sta-  And  in  this  Seffion  an  A6fc  was  made,  that 
pte  of  .  every  one  fhould  incur  a  Praemunire  who 
' rammttre  fhould  draw  the  Subject  into  any  Foreign 
Court  where  the  Caufe  was  Cognizable  in  the 
King’s  Courts,  or  who  fhould  fue  in  any  other 
?  Courts 
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e  Courts  to  defeat  the  Judgments  of  the  King’s  '-A.D.  1353 
1  Courts.  ~~  ~y~~ 

Another  Aft  for  fealing  and  meafuring  of 
'  Woollen  Cloth,  and  granting  the  King  a  Cloth. 

;  Puty  upon  it. 

An  Adt  that  the  Staple  or  Mart  for  Wool,  The  Sta- 
-  Leather,  Wool-Fells  and  Lead,  for  England,  pie  to  be  in 
]  fhould  be  at  Newcaflle  upon  Tine ,  York,  Lin-  Enllan^.- 
coin ,  Norwich ,  Wefiminfter ,  Canterbury ,  Ci- 
h  cefter ,  Winchester. ,  Exeter  and  Briftol  •,  for 
1]  Wales  at  Carmarthen  ;  and  for  Ireland  at  Dub¬ 
lin ,  Waterford ,  Corf  and  Drogheda ,  and  not 
elfewhere  •,  and  a  Duty  was  granted  the  King 
jj  on  thofe  Staple  Commqdites.  All  Contro- 
verfies  about  Merchandize  in  the  Towns  ap- 
,  pointed  for  the  Staple  to  be  determin’d  by 
■  the  refpebtive  Mayors  and  their  Affociates, 
and  not  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Law. 

Another  Parliament  was  held  on  the  28th  ^.ZS.1354 

pf  April,  1354,  at  the  opening  whereof  the  — - 

Lord  Chief  Juflice  Sharejhull  declar’d.  That 
the  King  had  call’d  them  together  to eftablifh  fermsot 
the  Staple  in  England,  in  purfuance  of  the  Peace  pro- 
Adis  of  the  laft  Parliament,  and  to  confider  Pos’d  t0  tile 
of  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  France,  the  Wealth  Parlia‘ 
qf  the  Subjebt  being  greatly  exhaufled. 

In  this  Parliament  it  was  enabled,  That  the  The  Great 
Great  Charter,  and  the  Charter  pf  the  Forefl,  Charter 
and  all  other  Statutes,  fhould  be  confirm’d.  confinn,cl- 
That  no  Man  fhould  be  put  out  of  Land  or  The  Sub- 
Tenement,  or  apprehended  or  imprifon’d,  jetts  Liber- 
difinherited  or  put  tp  Death,  without  being 
put  to  Anfwer  by  due  Procefs  of  Law. 

That  no  Iron  fhould  be  exported.  jron 

That  no  Sheriff  fhould  continue  in  his.  Office,  sheriffs 
above  one  Year. 

That  Hue  and  Cry  be  made  after  Robbers  Robbery, 
from  County  to  County. 

That 
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jfjp- 1 Sr'5 4  That  Purveyances  made  to  the  King’s  Ufe, 
under  the  Value  of  20  Shillings,  lhould  be 
paid  for  immediately  ;  and  for  Purveyances 
above  that  Sum,  within  a  Quarter  of  a  Year, 
And  the  Bounds  of  every  Staple  were  li¬ 
mited. 

A  t  this  Parliament  the  Judgment  againft 
Roger  Mortimer ,  Earl  of  March ,  for  High 
Treafon,  in  the  beginning  of  this  Reign,  wag 
revers’d  ;  becaufe  the  laid  Earl  was  not  heard 
in  his  Defence  ;  and  his  Grandfon  Roger  Mor¬ 
timer, .  Lord  Wigmo're ,  was  reftor’d  to  his  Ca- 
ftles,  Lands  and  Honours,  being  from  hence¬ 
forward  llil’d  Earl  of  March. 

Tu&ment  Richard  Fitz-Alan ,  Earl  of  Arundel. ,  for 
again!!  the  the  like  Reafon,  upon  his  Petition,  had  his 
Earl  of  A-  father’s  Eftate  and  Honours  reftor’d  to  him. 
-e-s’d'10"  Then  the  Lord  Bartholomew  Burwajh , 
The  Com-  Lord  Chamberlain,  declar’d  to  the  Commons, 
mons  A1‘-  That  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was  qn  Foot  between 
km  to  jhe  t}ie  King  and  the  French ,  and  demanded  the 
Commons  Alien t  to  it.  To  which  they  an- 
fwer’d,  that  they  fubmitted  to  the  Opinion  of 
the  King  and  his  Nobility  in  this  Matter, 

The  Articles  of  Peace  that  had  been  agreed 
upon  were,  That  the  King  of  England  lhould 
relinquifh  the  Right  he  claim’d  to  the  Crown 
of  France,  transferring  his  Intereft  to  the 
French  King  and  his  Heirs,  in  Confideration 
whereof  the  King  of  England  lhould  receive 
■and  enjoy  the  whole  Dutchy  of  Aqmtain , 
(Guienne  and  Gafcogny)  with  the  City  of  Ca¬ 
lais  and  the  Counties  of  Artois  and  Guifnes,  to 
himfelf  and  his  Succelfors,  Kings  qf  England , 
without  doing  any  Homage,  or  making  any 
Acknowledgment  for  the  fame  to  the  King  of 
France,  or  without  holding  them  in  any  fub- 
ordinat?  manner  otherwife  than  he  held  the 

-  •  Crown 


Peace  de¬ 
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Crown  of  England  it  felf,  namely, of  God  alone.  A.D.  1354 
But  notwithftanding  this  had  been  agreed  and 
fworn  to  by  Plenipotentiaries  on  both  Tides, 
duly  empower’d  by  their  refpedtive  Principals, 
when  the  Earl  of  Lancafler  and  the  Englijh 
Ministers  requir’d  to  have  them  ratified  at 
Avignon ,  the  Duke  of  Bourbon ,  in  the  Name 
of  the  reft  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
anfwer’d,  That  they  would  gladly  fee  a  Peace 
concluded  •,  but  as  to  the  Difpofal  of  Aqui- 
tain  and  the  other  Territories  mention’d, 
neither  the  French  King  nor  any  other  could 
alienate  them  from  the  Crown  of  France  •,  nor 
would  they  give  their  Confent  to  the  difmerft'- 
bering  them  from  the  Body  of  the  Kingdom. 

But  if  the  King  of  England  would  forbear  to 
give  the  Arms  of  France ,  they  would  agree  Th cFremh 
that  the  Dominion  and  Profits  of  the  laid  refufe  to 
Territories  fhould  remain  to  the  King  of  rAatlfy, the 

tj  Articles 

England  in  like  manner  as  he  held  Aquitain , 
namely,  that  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Crown  of 
France  fhould  be  referv’d,  and  Homage  paid 
for  them,  as  of  Old  to  the  Kings  of  France. 

To  which  it  was  anfwer’d.  That  as  the 
King  of  England  had  fo  clear  a  Title  to  the 
whole,  he  would  have  thefe  Parts  at  leaft 
abfolutely  to  himfelf  without  any  Limitation, 
and  never  do  Homage  to  a  Perfon  who  had 
ufurp’d  his  Right.  Whereupon  the  Confe¬ 
rences  broke  off,  only  at  the  Inftance  of  the 
Pope  the  Truce  was  enlarg’d  to  Midfummer.  j  p 

In  February  the  following  Year  there  hap- 
pen’d  a  kind  of  Civil  War  between  the  Scho-  A.  z^Ed.% 
lars  and  Townfmen  at  Oxford.  Some  Scho-  l/VN 
larsitfeems  being  at  a  Tavern,  and  finding  ^ilhbe- 
Fault  with  the  Wine,  the  Mafcer  of  the  tween  the 
Houfe,  inftead  of  mending  it,  gave  them  Townf- 
rude  Language  ;  at  which  one  of  them  was  fo 
provok’d,  that  he  threw  both  the  Pot  and  menat” 

Wine  Oxford, 
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A.D.  1355  Wine  at  the  Vintner’s  Head  ;  whereupon  lie 

“ - -  complain’d  to  his  Neighbours,  and  the  Town 

\  Bell  at  Sz.  Martin’ s  being  rung,  the  People 
ailembled,  refolving  to  be  reveng’d  on  the 
Scholars,  who  on  the  other  hand  rung 
St.  Mary’s  Bell,  and  refolv’d  to  ftand  upon 
their  Defence.  Both  fides  were  arm’d  with 
Bows  and  Arrows,  and  fuch  other  Weapons 
as  firib  came  to  hand,  and  were  preparing  to 
engage  •,  but  Night  coming  on,  each  Party 
retir’d,  and  there  was  not  much  hurt  done. 
The  next  Morning  the  Countrymen  near  the 
Univerfity,  to  the  Number  of  two  thoufand, 
came  in  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Townfmen, 
carrying  a  black  Banner  or  Flag  before  them, 
whereupon  the  Scholars  lhut  themfelves  up  in 
their  Colleges  ;  but  the  Mob  breaking  in 
upon  them,  kill’d  feveral,  threw  them  into 
their  Bog-houfes,  tore  their  Books  and  Wri¬ 
tings,  and  plunder’d  them  of  their  Plate  and 
other  Goods :  Upon  Notice  of  which  Riot  the 
King  feiz’d  on  the  Liberties  of  the  City,  and 
Judges  were  fent  down  to  try  the  Offenders. 
The  Bifhop  of  Lincoln  prohibited  all  Divine 
Service  in  the  City  in  the  Prefence  of  Laymen, 
and  the  Univerfity  was  in  a  manner  diffolv’d, 
the  Students  going  to  their  Friends  for  a  Year 
or  two.  The  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  were  fent  to 
the  Tower,  and  others  chofen  in  their  ftead  ; 
and  the  High  Sheriff  was  difplac’d  for  not  co¬ 
ming  to  the  Afliftance  of  the  Scholars;  and  the 
King’s  Council,  to  whofe  Judgment  both  the 
Univerfity  and  theTownfmen  fubmitted  them¬ 
felves,  order’d  the  Town  to  make  the  Uni¬ 
verfity  Satisfaction  for  all  Damages  receiv’d. 
Several  Perfons  alfo  were  try’d  for  the  Murder 
of  the  Scholars,  of  whom  28  were  found  dead, 
and  feveral  others  miffing,  fuppos’d  to  have 
been  buried  privately  by  the  Townfmen. 
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The  Truce  between  France  and  England 
\ Expiring  this  Year,  both  Parties  prepar’d  for 
War.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  with  a  formida- 
;b!e  Fleet  and  Army,  was  lent  over  to  Gaf- 
j cogny  to  renew  the  War  on  that  fide,  while 
:  the  King  propos’d  to  land  in  Normandy  in 
Perfon,  and  join  the  King  of  Navarre ,  who 
had  undertaken  to  raife  an  Infurredhon  in  that 
!  Province  in  favour  of  the  Englijh  ;  and  as  the 
French  afcribe  their  future  Misfortuhes  in  a 
great  Meafure  to  this  Prince,  it  will  be  ne~ 
ceffary  here  to  give  fome  Account  of  him  for 
the  clearing  up  the'Hiflo'ry  of  thefe  times. 

The  King  of  Navarre  was  the  Son  of  Philip 
Count  of  Eureux ,  a  Prince  of  the  Blood,  and 
of  Jane  of  France ,  Daughter  of  King  Lewis 
Huttin  ;  and,  befides  the  Kingdom  of  Na¬ 
varre ,  was  poffefs’d  of  feveral  confiderable 
Fiefs  in  Normandy ,  and  claim’d  ftill  more  in 
Normandy ,  Champaign  and  other  parts  of 
France ,  as  the  Inheritance  of  his  Anceftors* 
and  of  which  he  infilled  he  had  been  unjuftly 
.depriv’d.  This  Prince  was  educated  in  the 
French  Court,  where  he  became  exceeding 
popular  ;  but  not  being  able  to  procure  a 
Relfitution  of  the  Territories  he  claim’d,  he 
married  one  of  the  Daughters  of  King  John, 
with  a  View,  probably,  of  obtaining  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  he  pretended  to  •,  but  hill  meeting  with 
a  Repulfe,  he  Waited  on  the  Duke  ot  Lan~ 
rafter ,  his  Kinfman,  at  the  time  he  came  into 
France  to  negotiate  the  Peace  already  men¬ 
tion’d,  and  olier’d  to'  enter  into  an  Alliance 
with  the  Englijh  againh  King  John  ;  and  the 
French  afterwards  refufing  to  ratify  the  Treaty1 
their  Plenipotentiaries  had  agreed  to,  as  has 
been  related,  the  Englijh  Court  very  joyfully- 
accepted  the  Propofal  made  them  by  the 
Vo t.  XVII,  Ccc 
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King  of  Navarre ,  promifing  to  fend  a  Body 
of  Troops  to  Normandy  to  his  Affiftance 
whenever  he  fhould  require  it.  This  youncr 
Prince  having  gain’d  fo  powerful  a  Confe^ 
derate,  feem’d  determin’d  to  recover  his  Ter¬ 
ritories  by  Force,  which  he  found  would  never 
be  reftor’d  him  by  other  Means  ;  and  as  King. 
John  had  conferr’d  part  of  them  on  Charles 
de  Cerda  the  Spaniard ,  and  made  him  Con- 
ftable  of  France  as  a  Reward  for  the  Service 
he  had  done  againft  the  Englijh  at  Sea,  the 
King  of  Navarre  retir’d  in  Difcontent  to  his 
•Earldom  of  Iturenx  in  Normandy ,  and  under¬ 
loading  that  the  Conftable  refided  at  his 
Caftle  of  De  L’ Aigle,  he  affembled  fome 
Forces  in  the  Night-time,  furpriz’d  the  Ca¬ 
ftle,  and  murder’d  him  in  his  Bed  ;  and  foon 
after  fent  privately  to  the  Duke  of  Lane  after 
for  a  Reinforcement  of  Troops,  expe&ing 
that  the  French  King  would  call  him  to  an 
Account.  The  Duke  accordingly  affembled 
a  Fleet  of  forty  Sail  of  Ships,  with  which  he  in¬ 
tended  tohavemade  aDefcent  opon  Norm  an  dy^ 
but  remain’d  fo  long  Wind-bound,  that  the 
King  of  Navarre  defpairing  of  his  coming, 
had  reconcil’d  himfelf  to  King  John  ;  where¬ 
upon  the  Duke  of  Lane  after’s,  Voyage  was 
laid  afide,  and  the  King  of  England ,  who  had 
rais’d  a  great  Army  to  have  fupported  him, 
rnftead  of  landing  in  Normandy ,  went  over  to 
Calais „  King  John  affembled  a  very  formi¬ 
dable  Army  to  oppofe  him,  and  according  to 
the.  French  Hiftorians,  offer’d  his  Rival  Battel, 
which  he  refus’d  ;  but  thofe  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Characters  of  both  Princes, 
will  rather  encline  to  credit  the  Account  the 
Englijh  Writers  give  of  the  matter,  namely, 
shat  King  John  deftroy’d  the  Country  in  fuch 
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a  manner,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  d.D .1355 
Englijh  to  fubfift  there  long  •,  and  having  in-  TT 
cited  the  Scots  to  attack  the  Englijh  Borders 
at  the  fame  time,  who  made  themfelves 
Mailers  of  Berwick ,  King  Edward  found 
himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of  returning  to  Eng¬ 
land  to  repel  the  Incurfions  of  that  People. 

Before  the  King  enter’d  upon  his  March  to 
Scotland ,  he  met  the  Englijh  Parliament, 
which  aflembled  this  Year  the  latter  End  of 
November  ;  at  the  opening  of  which  the  Lord 
Chief  Jullice  Sharejhul  let  them  know,  that 
the  King  had  order’d  the  Lord  Walter  Manny 
to  lay  before  them  the  State  of  the  War  \ 
whereupon  that  General  gave  the  Parliament 
an  Account  of  the  Negotiation  with  the  King 
of  Navarre ,  the  preparing  a  Fleet  to  alfilt 
him,  and  the  King’s  Expedition  to  Calais , 
where  being  join’d  by  the  Flemmings  and 
Germans ,  he  had  offer’d  the  Enemy  Battel  j 
but  the  French  retiring,  and  having  deftroy’cf'  / 
the  Country,  he  return’d  to  England  in  order 
to  oppol'e  the  Scots.  Then  the  King  defir’d 
their  Advice  in  the  Profecution  of  the  Scotijh 
and  French  War,  and  the  Parliament  granted 
him  fifty  Shillings  on  every  Pack  of  Wool 
exported,  upon  Condition  they  might  not  be 
burthen’d  with  any  other  Aids;  and  this  alone, 

’tis  faid,  amounted  to  a  thoufand  Marks  a 
Day,  there  being  at  that  time  npwards  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  Packs  of  Wool  exported 
within  the  Compafs  of  a  Year.  I  come  in 
the  next  Place  to  give  an  Account  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales’ s  Expedition, 

I  left  him  embark’d  with  a  feledf  Body  of  The 
Troops  for  Gafcogny,  where  he  did  not  ar* 
rive  till  the  latter  end  of  the  Year,  being  Succefs  in 
hinder’d  by  contrary  Winds  from  making  an  Gafcogny, 

C  c  c  2  early 
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early  Campaign  as  he  defign’d.  The  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  Winter  did  not  however  pre¬ 
vent  his  taking  the  Field:  He  march’d  from 
Bourdeaux  on  the  5th  of  Odlcb.er ,  at  the  Head 
of  fixty  thoufand  Men  ;  whereupon  the 
French  Generals  retreated,  and  threw  mod: 
of  their  Troops  into  the  fortify’d  Towns, 
and  the  Prince  continu’d  his  March  through 
fhe  Southern  parts  of  France ,  burning  and 
plundering  all  the  Country  before  him,  to  the 
inexpreffible  Damage  of  th zFrench,  their  Har- 
yeft  and  Vintage  being  hous’d  but  fome  few 
Weeks  before.  Having  wafted  the  County 
pf  Fhoitloufe ,  he  marclftd  forwards  to  the  very 
Mediterranean-Sea ,  making  himfelf  Mafter 
of  Narbonne  and  CarcaJJone ,  both  wealthy 
and  populous  Cities,  the  former  faid  to  equal 
London ,  and  the  oxFtrTork  at  this  time.  Thefe, 
like  the  reft,  were  plunder’d  and  burnt,  being 
too  far  from  the  Englifo  Frontiers  to  be  main¬ 
tain’d. 

The  Army  afterwards  coming  within  fevea 
or  eight  Leagues  of  the  Pope’s  Court  at  A- 
vignon ,  his  Holinefs  fent  to  the  Prince  for  a 
fafe  Conducft  for  fome  Ecclefiafticks  whorn 
he  was  fending  to  the  Englijh  Camp  to  offer 
Terms  of  Peace  ;  But  the  Prince  anfwer’d, 
they  muft  go  to  the  King  of  England ,  he  had 
no  Power  to  treat,  and  would  not  fuffer  them 
to  come  into  the  Army. 

In  the-  mean  time,  the  French  having  af- 
fembled  a  great  Army  to  attend  the  Prince’s 
Motions,  he  march’d  towards  them,  and  of¬ 
fer’d  them  Battel  ;  but  they  retir’d  to  their 
Mountains,  and  fuffer’d  him  to  march  back 
loaden  with  Spoil  to  Bourdeaux ,  after  he  had 
ravag’d  the  Country  for  two  Months,  with- 
out  once  attacking  him.  ,  ' 

The 
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The  Englijh  Generals  related,  that  having  A.D.  13 56 
examin’d  the  Tax-Books  in  the  great  Cities 
they  took,  it  appear’d  that  the  Country  thus 
wafted,  yielded  the  French  King  as  great  a 
Revenue  as  all  the  reft  of  his  Dominions.  - 

During  thefe  Succeftes  in  Gafcogny ,  King  K.  Ed-vo 
Edward  was  making  Preparations  againft  the 
$cots,  and  having  affembled  his  Army  at 
Newcaftle ,  where  he  kept  his  Chriftmas ,  came 
before  Berwick  on  the  14th  of  January,  and 
having  thrown  himfelf  into  the  Caftle  with  a 
feledf  Body  of  Troops,  attack’d  the  Enemy 
in  the  Town  from  thence,  while  his  Army 
afiaulted  them  on  the  other  fide  with  the  ut- 
moft  Fury.  Whereupon  the  Scots  furrender’d 
within  a  few  Days,  on  Condition  they  might 
March  out  with  the  Cloaths  on  their  Backs. 

From  Berwick  the  King  march’d  to  Rox - 
burgh  in  Scotland,  where  King  Edward  Baliol 
then  reftded  with  his  Court,  who  having  fpent 
his  Life  in  perpetual  Contentions  with  his 
rebellious  Subjects,  and  now  grown  old, 
transferr’d  his  Right  to  the  Kingdom  of  Scot¬ 
land  to  the  King  of  England,  refervjng  only 
to  himfelf  an  Annuity  of  two  thoufand  and 
fifty  Pounds  Sterling  in  Money.  This  Re- 
fignation  was  made  and  feal’d  with  the  Great 
Seal  of  Scotland  on  the  ■25th  of  January, 

1356,  when  King  Baliol  a]fo  deliver’d  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  and  gave  him 
Seizin  and  Pofledion  of  the  Kingdom  ;  in 
confideration  whereof.  King  Edward  made 
King  Baliol  a  Prefent  of  5000  Marks,  befides 
the  20 50 1.  per  Ann.  fettled  on  him  for  Life. 
Whereupon  Proclamation  was  made  in 
Scotland,  declaring  the  faid  Reftgnation,  and 
that  the  King  of  England  would  govern  that 
People  by  their  anient  Laws. 
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While  the  King  remain’d  at  Roxburgh , 
Earl  Douglas  came  thither,  on  Pretence  of 
treating  with  him  about  the  Submiffion  of 
the  Seotijh  Nation.  But  this,  it  feems,  was 
only  to  amufe  him,  for  the  Scots  had  no  foon- 
er  retir’d  with  all  that  was  valuable  beyond 
Edinburgh -Frith  to  the  Mountains,  but  they 
declar’d  they  never  would  fubmit  to  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  the  Engiijh.  King  Edward  was 
fo  provok’d  to  find  himfelf  over-reach’d, 
that  he  march’d  forwards  to  Haddington ,  or-? 
dering  his  Generals  to  deftroy  all  the  Country, 
and  was  determin’d  to  make  an  entire  Con- 
queft  of  it,  fo  foon  as  his  Fleet  arriv’d,  which 
he  expected  with  Warlike  Stores  and  Provi- 
fions  ;  but  the  Engiijh  Fleet  meeting  with  a 
terrible  Storm,  were  moft  of  them  call  away, 
and  the  Scots  having  carried  off  or  deftroy’d 
every  thing  in  the  Country,  the  King  was 
oblig’d  to  return  to  England  again  for  want 
of  Subfiftance,  the  Scots  waiting  upon  his 
Rear,  and  taking  all  Opportunities  of  diftref- 
ling  him  in  his  March.  The  King  left  the 
Earl  of  Northampton  however,  with  a  fuffici- 
ent  Force  to  defend  the  Borders,  who  ftruck 
up  a  Truce  with  Earl  Douglas  the  Eajler  fol¬ 
lowing. 

As  to  King  Baliol ,  he  liv’d  feven  Years  af¬ 
terwards  in  the  North  of  England ,  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  Nobleman,  diverting  himfelf  with  Ru¬ 
ral  Sports,  fuch  as  Stag-hunting,  Fifhing, 
GrV.  as  appears  by  feveral  Inftruments  in 
Rymer'%  Adis  of  State ,  whereby  the  King  par¬ 
don’d  thofe  who  Hunted  with  him  in  his  Fo- 
refts,  at  King  Baliol' s  Requeft,  left  they 
fhouid  one  time  or  other  be  call’d  to  account 
for  it  by  the  Juftices  and  Officers  of  his 
Foreftsj  the  Penalty  of  Hunting  the  King’s 
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thefe  Pardons  were  not  granted  to  King  Ba-  “ - ■ . 

liol  himfelf,  as  Rapin  fuggefls,  but  to  the 
Gentlemen  who  hunted  with  him.  It  does 
not  appear  that  ever  Baliol  defir’d  or  needed 
any  Pardon  from  King  Edward,  he  was  always 
treated  as  a  Sovereign  Prince  by  the  King  of 
England ,  and  had  the  Liberty  of  Hunting  in 
hisForefts,  orF i filing  in  hisW aters  at  pleafure. 

I  have  already  mention’d  the  King  of  Na-  The  Kin 9 
varre’s  Alliance  with  the  King  of  England-,  of  Navarre 
whether  this  was  at  firft  a  Secret  to  King  John,  furPriz>d  . 
Or  whether  he  hop’d  to  draw  him  off  from 
the  Englijh  Intereif,  is  uncertain,  but  John  the  Frhs 
thought  fit  to  grant  him  a  Pardon  for  the  King. 
Murder  of  the  Conflable,  and  in  Appearance 
at  leaft  to  be  reconciled  to  him  :  Notwith- 
ftanding  which,  upon  further  Confideration 
of  the  Matter,  or  difcovering  his  treating 
with  the  Duke  of  Lancajler  a  lecond  time,  he 
determin’d  to  fecure  him,  and  prevent  his 
doing  more  Mifchief ;  and  becaufe  he  found 
it  would  be  difficult  to  get  the  King  of  Na¬ 
varre  into  his  Power,-  he  order’d  his  Son  the 
Dauphin,  who  was  very  intimate  with  him, 
to  invite  that  Prince  to  an  Entertainment  in 
the  Caflle  of  Rouen ,  and  while  they  were 
there  at  Dinner,  he  furrounded  the  Caflle 
with  a  Detachment  of  his  Army,  and  made 
the  King  of  Navarre  Prifoner,  ordering  the 
Heads  of  Lewis  Earl  of  liar  court,  and  three.- 
others  who  were  at  Dinner  with  him,  and 
fufpedted  to  be  in  the  Englijh  Interefl,  to  be 
flruck  off  before  his  Face,  and  returning 
with  the  King  of  Navarre  to  Paris,  impri- 
fbn’d  him  in  the  Louvre. 

This  Treachery  and  Violence  provok’d- 
Philip  of  Navarre ,  Brother  to  the  King,  and 
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the  Lord  Godfrey  Har  court. Brother  to  the  Earf 
who  was  beheaded,  to  raife  an  Infurredtion  in 
Normandy ,  and  p offers  themfelves  of  feverat 
Caftles;  and  applying  themfelYes  to  the  King' 
of  England ,  lie  fent  them'  immediately  a  Re¬ 
inforcement,  under  the  Command  of  the 
Lord  Miles  Stapleton ,  and  foon  after  another, 
commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Lancajier ,  who 
reduc’d  feveral  confiderable  Fcrtrefles  in  Nor¬ 
mandy  under  their  Power.  Whereupon  King 
John  afiembled  a  numerous  Army,  and 
march’d  towards  that  Province  ”,  but  hearing 
that  the  Prince  of  IFales  was  ravaging  the 
Provinces  of  Auvsrgn ,  Limoufin ,  and  Berry , 
he  alter’d  his  March,  and  follow’d  the  Prince 
with  a  View  of  cutting  oft  his  Retreat  be¬ 
fore  he  could:  reach  Languedoc. 

The  Prince  underflanding  by  his  Scouts,' 
that  the  French  King  was  fo  near  him  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  avoid  a  Battel,  entrench’d 
himfelf  in  an  advantag-ious  Camp,  defended 
by  thick  Hedges  and  Vineyards,  in  the  Fields 
of  Beauvoir  and  Manpertuis ,  two  final! 
Leagues  from  Poldliers ,  and  there  determin’d 
to  abide  the  Enemy. 

On  Saturday  the  27th  of  September ,  the 
French  Army,  confifling  of  60000  Men,  a- 
mong  whom  were  20000  Horfe  arm’d  Cap- 
a-pee,  were  feen  in  full  March  near  the 
Prince’s  Camp,  but  it  growing  late  before 
their  whole  Forces  came  up,  they  encamp’d 
that  Night  a  little  Did  a  nee  from  the  Enghflj. 
intending  to  attack  their  Intrenchments  the 
next  Morning. 

On  Sunday  the  28  th,  the  French  drew  up 
in  three  great  Bodies  or  Lines,  in  order  to 
begin  the  Battle  ;  the  firft  was  led  by  Philip 
Duke  of  Orleans,  the  King’s  Brother  ;  the  fe- 
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cond  by  Charles  the  Dauphin,  and  his  two 
Brothers,  Lewis  Duke  of  Anjou,  and  John 
Duke  of  Berry,  afiifted  by  the  moft  experi¬ 
enc’d  Generals  ;  and  the  third  was  command¬ 
ed  by  the  King  in  Perfon,  confiding  of  40000 
pick’d  Men,  of  whom  8000  were  Men  at 
Arms. 

While  they  were  forming  their  Troops,  the 
King  order’d  his  Generals  to  take  a  View  of  the 
Pofture  of  th zEngliJh-,  who  return’d  foon  after, 
and  reported,  that  they  confided  of  about  2000 
Men  at  Arms,  4000  Archers,  and  1500 
Others,  as  near  as  they  could  difcern  ;  that 
they  were  drongly  entrench’d  and  defended 
by  Hedges  and  Bufhes,  which  their  Archers 
lin’d,  and  there  was  no  approaching  them, 
without  expofmg  their  Flanks  to  their  Shot, 
and  that  there  was  but  one  very  narrow  Pafs 
by  which  they  could  be  attack’d,  within 
which  dood  their  main  Battel  of  Men  at 
Arms,  on  Foot,  with  a  Body  of  Archers, 
drawn  up  in  manner  df  a  Herfe  before  them. 
Whereupon  it  was  refolv’d  in  a  Council  of 
War,  that  tire  .French  Men  at  Arms  alfo 
(hould  difmoimr  and  fight  on  Foot,  except  a 
feled  Body  of  300  Men  at  Arms,  who  were 
order’d  to  charge  dr  ft  on  Horfeback,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  difprder  the  Englijh  Archers  ;  and 
1  Body  of  Referve,  confiding  of  German 
Zvirajjen ,  who  were  to  obferve  the  Succefs 
>f  the  Battel,  and  fupport  fuch  Troops  as 
hould  be  diforder’d  1  forKing  John  had  been 
oin’d  by  feveral  Bodies  of  Germans,  com- 
nanded  by  the  Earls  of  Saltjhurgh ,  Neydo , 
.nd  Najjfau ,  as  he  was  alfo  by  3000  Scots, 
tnder  the  Command  of  Earl  Douglas. 

To  Oppofe  thefe  numerous  Troops,  the 
h-ince  of  JVaks  and  his  Generals  having 
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AD.  1356  polled  their  little  Army,  which  did  not  con- 
—  fill  of  more  than  8000  Men,  to'  all  imagi- 
na"b^e  Advantage,  Hood  ready  to  receive  the 
A  Cardinal  Enemy  •,  when  a  Cardinal  from  the  Pope 
from  the  came  into  the  French  Army,  and  begg’d  of 
Pope  en-  King  John  to  defer  the  Attack  for  that  Day, 
reconcile10  lor  thrift’s  lake,  and  give  him  ieave  to  me- 
themin  diate  between  him  and  the  Prince  of  Wales-, 
vain.  which  being  with  fome  Reludtance  confented 
to,  the  Cardinal  came  over  to  the  Englijh 
Army,  and  deftr’d  the  Prince’s  confent  to 
fet  a  Negotiation  on  foot,  and  prevent  the 
Effufion  of  Chriftian  Blood  ;  who  reply’d,  he 
fhould  not  oppofe  it  if  he  might  have  honour* 
able  Terms.  Whereupon  the  Cardinal  re* 
turn’d  to  King  John ,  but  that  Prince  looking 
upon  it,  that  he  had  his  Enemies  at  his  Mer¬ 
cy,  refus’d  to  grant  them  any  other  Terms* 
than  becoming  Prifoners  of  War,  and  that 
four  of  the  Englijh  Generals  fhould  be  deli¬ 
ver’d  up  to  him,  to  be  us’d  as  he  faw  fit. 
This  infolent  Demand  the  Prince  rejected 
with  great  Difdain  •,  but  offer’d  however,  to 
reftore  all  the  Towns  he  had  taken  in  this 
Expedition  ;  to  releafe  the  French  Prifoners, 
of  whom  he  had  taken  near  6000  Men  at 
Arms  in  the  feveral  Towns  he  had  furpriz’d  ; 
and  to  oblige  himfelf  not  to  bear  Arms  againft 
the  French  King  in  Perfon,  for  the  Space  of 
feven  Years.  Tut  thefe  Terms  the  French 
Generals  would  not  comply  with,  they  infill¬ 
ed  to  the  lafl,  that  the  Prince  and  an  hundred 
Perfonsof  Diftindtion,  fhould  yield  themfelves 
Prifoners  of  War,  and  on  that  Condition  they 
would  permit  the  reft  of  the  Army  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  March  to  Bourdeaux ,  otherwife 
they  would  take  the  Advantage  God  had  put 
into  their  Hands,  and  facrifice  every  one  of 
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them.  Whereupon  the  Prince  reply’d,  that  -d.D.i 3 56 
he  hop’d  ftill  to  be  Victorious  ;  but  if  not, 
he  chofe  rather  to  die  in  Arms,  than  to  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  difhonourable  Terms.  And  there¬ 
upon  the  Negotiation  broke  off. 

The  next  Morning,  being  Monday ,  both 
Armies  drew  up  again,  in  Order  of  Battel, 
when  the  Prince  obferving  a  Hill  near  his 
Camp  cover’d  with  thick  Vines  and  Bullies, 
order’d  300  Men  at  Arms,  and  as  many  Ar¬ 
chers  to  conceal  themfelves  there,  till  they 
faw  the  Armies  engag’d,  and  then  to  charge 
the  French  in  Flank  or  Rear,  as  they  had  Op¬ 
portunity  •,  which  Ambufcade  not  being  dif* 
cover’d  to  the  French ,  contributed  in  a  great 
■  Meafure  by  the  Pefeat  they  afterwards  met 
with. 


«  The  Battel  was  begun  by  the  300  French-  The  Battel 
1  men  at  Arms  on  Horfeback,  who  charg’d  the  o {PoiWeru 
’  Englijh  Archers  with  a  great  deal  of  Brave^ 

■  ry,  but  were  fo  diforaer’d  by  the  Enclofures, 

‘  and  the  Arrows  that  gall’d  their  Horfes  on 
( every  fide,  that  they  were  driven  back  upon 
f  their  firft  Line,  which  the  Party  that  lay  in 
'Ambufcade  obferving,  charg’d  the  Enemy 
:  in  Flank,  and  put  them  into  the  utmoft  ConT 
fufion.  Whereupon  the  Prince  advanc’d  and 
F  charg’d  their  fecond  Line,  who  behav’d  them- 
;  felves  no  better,  but  took  to  their  Heels,  and 
'  fled  with  the  Pauphin  and  two  of  his  Bro- 
‘  thers  at  the  Head  of  them.  Still  the  Main 
!Body,  commanded  by  the  King  in  Perfon,\ 

1  remain’d  entire  •,  but  the  two  firft  Lines  ha- 
’  ving  left  the  Field,  the  Prince  united  all  his 
Forces,  and  attack’d  them  brilkly  ;  where-* 
upon  a  great  many  of  the  young  Nobility, 
who  had  never  feen  an  Engagement  before, 
retir’d,  and  were  follow’d  by  their  Vaflals, 
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v^D.1356  and  only  the  King  with  fome  few  brave  Fel- 
lows  about  him,  maintain’d  the  Fight  on 
Foot,  till  the  Royal  Standard  was  beat  down, 
and  the  Standard-Bearer,  with  moll  of  the 
Knights  who  endeavour’d  to  defend  their 
Sovereign,  were  cut  in  Pieces-,  whereupon 
John  King  John  found  himfelf  under  a  Neceffity 
foner  and”  furreI1dering  himfelf ;  and  great  was  the 
the  Englifh  Contention  about  the  Honour  of  taking  of 
vi&orious.  him,  which  was  adjudg’d  afterwards  to  Sir 
Dennis  de  Morheck ,  a  French  Knight  of  Pi¬ 
cardy,  in  the  Englijh  Service,  to  whom  the 
Prince  gave  about  8000  Crowns,  as  a  Reward 
for  that  Service. 

And  now  there  being  no  confiderable  Body 
of  the  Enemy  remaining  in  the  Field,  the 
Prince  fet  up  his  Standard,  and  founded  a 
Retreat,  not  thinking  it  advifeable  to  purfue 
the  Enemy  far  with  that  Handful  of  Men 
about  him,  efpecially  as  he  had  fo  many  con¬ 
fiderable  Prifoners  to  take  care  of,  many  of 
whom  they  fuffer’d  to  return  Home,  upon 
their  Parol  of  Honour,  rather  than  be  em- 
barrafs’d  with  them. 

The  Prince  it  feems  us’d  his  Royal  Prifo- 
ner  with  abundance  of  Humanity,  attended 
pn  him  at  Supper  that  Evening  in  his  own 
Tent,  as  if  King  John  had  been  his  Sovereign, 
and  faid  all  the  kind  Things  he  could  fuggeft, 
to  make  him  forget  the  Misfortune  of  the 
Day. 

This  Battel  did  not  continue  above  four 
Hours,  (viz.)  from  nine  in  the  Morning  till 
one  in  the  Afternoon,  which  is  very  extraor¬ 
dinary,  if  we  confider  the  Numbers  in  King 
John's,  Army-,  but,  ’tis  faid,  one  half  of  them 
retir’d  without  ftriking  a  Stroak,  when  they 
faw  the  Vanguard  defeated,  never  confidering 
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that  any  one  of  their  Lines  were  double  the  A.D.i^h 
Number  of  their  Enemies.  T~oe7 

The  French ,  particularly  Rapin ,  afcribe 
the  Lofs  of  this  Battel  to  their  Men  at  Arms 
demounting  and  engaging  on  Foot,  to  which, 

’tis  faid,  the  French  Knights  were  not  us’d ; 
whereas  it  appears  that  nothing  was  more 
common,  and  this  was  the  only  Method  they 
could  take,  as  the  Englijh  were  entrench’d  in 
an  enclos’d  Country.  But  thus  much  I  think, 
is  generally  agreed,  that  the  French  were  un¬ 
der  no  Neceffity  of  engaging  the  Englijh  in 
this  advantagious  Camp,  but  might  have 
ftarv’d  them,  and  compell’d  them  to  quit 
their  Ground  •,  and  I  can  conceive  no  tolera¬ 
ble  Reafon  why  they  did  not,  unlefs  they  were 
apprehenfive  of  the  Duke  of  LancaJlcF s  join¬ 
ing  the  Prince  before  this  could  be  effected  ; 
for  we  are  told  he  attempted  it  feveral 
times. 

In  this  Battel  the  French  loft,  1  Dukes, 

19  Earls,  5  or  6000  Barons,  Knights,  and 
Men  at  Arms,  and  8000  common  Soldiers  ; 
and  there  were  made  Prifoners,  befides  King 
John  and  his  Son  Philip ,  17  Earls,  and  1500 
Barons,  Knights,  and  Efquires  j  as  to  the 
common  Soldiers,  they  were  not  thought 
worth  the  taking  •,  but  being  difarm’d,  were 
difmifs’d  and  fent  home.  The  EngliJJo  alfo 
took  an  hundred  Colours  and  Standards,  with 
all  their  Tents,  Ammunition,  Baggage 
and  Carriages  ;  apd  yet  I  don’t  find  there  fell 
one  Englijh  Noblemen  in  this  Battel,  and  but 
very  few  common  Soldiers. 

The  Englijh  Nobility  and  Generals  that  The  Eng- 
Commanded  in  this  Engagement,  were  Thomas  4^N°bili- 
Beauchamp  Earl  of  Warwick,  John  Vere  Earl  Bat\neithlS 
pf  Oxford,  William,  Montague  Earl  of  Salijbu- 
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rv,  Robert  Hufford  Earl  of  Suffolk ,  Ralph 
Lord  Stafford  Earl  of  Stafford ,  the  Lord  Pz- 
chard  Stafford ,  Brother  to  the  faid  Earl,  the 
Lord  yGLz  Chandois ,  the  Lord  Reginald  Cob * 
ham,  the  Lord  Edward  Spencer ,  the  Lord 
James  Audley ,  and  the  Lord  Peter  his  Bro¬ 
ther,  the  Lord  Thomas  Berkley ,  ( Son  to  the 
Lord  Maurice  Berkley ,  who 'died  in  the  Siege 
of  nine  Years  before)  Ralph  Lord  Buf¬ 
fet  of  Drayton ,  John  Lord  Warren,  eldeft  Son 
to  Jo/^z  Plant agenet ,  late  Earl  of  Warren , 
Strath  ern,  and  Surrey  \  Peter  Lord  Manley , 
the  Lord  Jo/^/z  Willoughby  of  Erejby ,  the  Lord 
Bartholomew  Burwafh ,  the  Lord  William  Fel¬ 
ton,  and  the  Lord  Thomas  Felton  his  Brother, 
the  Lord  Thomas  Bradeftan,  Sir  Walter  Pave - 
ly.  Sir  Stephen  Coffington ,  Sir  Matthew  Gour 
nay,  and  Sir  William  de  la  More. 

Befides  thefe,  there  were  feveral  Gafcon 
Lords  and  Generals,  and  indeed  the  Gafcon 
Troops  conftituted  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
Army,  it  being  computed,  that  there  were 
not. above  3000  of  the  8000  Natives  of  Eng¬ 
land,  tho’  the  Generals  were  chiefly  fuch, 
and  moft  of  them  had  learnt  the  Art  of  War 
under  King  Edward ,  and  other  experienc’d 
Englifh  Generals,  who  took  care  to  have  their 
Troops  better  chofen  and  better  difciplin’d 
than  any  Power  in  Europe  at  that  time,  as 
they  ufually  contended  with  unequal  Num¬ 
bers  ;  for  I  fhall  always  be  of  Opinion,  that 
it  is  not  the  being  English,  or  of  this  or 
that  Nation  that  gives  any  Troops  much  Ad¬ 
vantage,  but  their  Difcipline,  the  Size  of  the 
Men  and  Horfes,  and  the  Condudb  of  the 
Generals,  have  a  great  Stroke  in  every  Adtior,. 
War  is  a  Trade,  and  the  greateft  Coward  in 
Europe  may  be  brought  to  behave  well  by  a 
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long  Series  of  conftant  Service  ;  while  the  -d.D.\y£ 
common  Militia  and  undilciplin’d  Men,  as 
many  of  the  French  were  in  this  Battel,  let 
their  native  Courage  be  never  fo  great,  are 
ever  fubjed  to  be  put  into  Diforder  and  Con-' 
fufion  if  they  meet  with  a  Repulfe  ;  and  that 
which  is  the  greateft  Misfortune,  there  is  no 
rallying  them  ;  whereas  old  Soldiers  may  be 
brought  to  the  Charge  again  and  again,  and 
will  frequently  make  a  regular  Retreat  at  laky 
when  they  are  overpower’d. 

But  to  return.  The  Prince  having  obferv’d 
a  Thankfgiving  in  the  Army  the  Day  after 
the  Vidory,  and  difiributed  Reward  samong 
his  Soldiers,  proceeded  by  eafy  Marches  with 
his  Prifoners  and  Spoils  to  Bourdeaux ,  the  Ca¬ 
pital  of  the  Dutch y  of  Guienne,  obfervino-  a 
very  exad  Difcipline,  leaft  the  French  fboild 
recover  their  Frights  and  deprive  him  of  his 
Booty  :  but  either  a  Panick  had  poffefs’d  the 
Nation,  or  the  great  Men  fell  into  fuch  Fac¬ 
tions  and  Divifons  on  the  Captivity  of  their 
King,  that  no  Attempt  was  made  towards 
his  Refcue.  The  Prince  arriv’d  at  Fourdeciux 
on  the  beginning  o Wfiober,  without  fo  much 
as  feeing  an  Enemy  after  that  decifive  Bat¬ 
tel. 

As  he  was  applauded  by  all  the  World  for 
the  Moderation  and  Temper  he  had  fhewn 
upon. obtaining  this  great  Vidory,  as  well  as 
for  his  Valour  and  Condud  in  the  Battel,  the 
Pope  alfo  lent  him  his  Compliments,  highly 
commending  his  Flumanity  towards  Kino- 
John  and  the  reft  of  his  Prifoners. 

When  King  Edward  heard  of  his  Son’s  Suc¬ 
cess,  tho’  he  could  not  but  be  infinitely  pleas’d 
with  it,  he  was  obferv’d  not  to  be  at  all 
dated,  or  to  infult  over  the  Misfortunes  of 

his 
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A.D  1356  his  Rival,  whom  he  had  now  in  his  Power? 
~  ^  but  on  the  contrary,  reflefted  on  the  Vicifi- 
O'V'V  tuc^e  human  Affairs,  and  the  Prince’s  De¬ 
liverance  from  To  formidable  a  Power  which 
had  furrounded  him,  and  thereupon  he  or¬ 
der’d  a  Thankfgiving,  and  a  Proceffion  and 
Prayers  for  ten  Days  afterwards,  for  the  Souls 
of  thofe  that  fell  in  the  Battel.  The  com¬ 
mon  People  however,  could  not  contain  their 
Joy;  the  Conduits  run  with  Wine;  Fefti- 
vals,  Mulick,  and  Dancing  continu’d  for 
feveral  Days,  and  in  Songs  they  repeated  the 
brave  A  ft  ions  of  their  Countrymen,  not 
doubting  but  this  Viftory  would  put  them  in 
.  Poffeffion  of  the  Kingdom  of  France ,  and 
they  fhould  be  able  foon  to  carve  out  large 
Portions  of  it  for  themfelves  and  their  Po- 
fterity,  not  confidering  how  England  was  al¬ 
ready  exhaufted  by  Taxes,  and  muft  be  much 
more  fo,  before  they  could  eftablifh  them¬ 
felves  in  fo  powerful  a  Kingdom ;  and  as 
the  Chance  of  War  was  very  uncertain,  the 
Lofs  of  one  Battel  might  yet  defeat  all  their 
Hopes; 

The  Duke’  of  Lane  after,  as  has  been  ob- 
ferv’d  already,  made  feveral  Attempts  to  join 
the  Prince  of  JVales  before  the  Battel  of  Pole - 
tiers  ;  but  all  the  Bridges  and  Fords  upon  the 
River  LGvre  were  fo  well  guarded,  that  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of  returning 
into  Normandy.  Not  long  after  he  march’d 
into  the  Province  of  Bretagne  to  the  Affiftance 
of  the  Dutchefs,  leaving  the  Englijb  Conquefts 
in  Normandy  to  be  defended  by  the  Lord 
Godfrey  liar  court,  a  Native  of  that  Country, 
fo  often  mention’d  in  this  Hiftory,  while  the 
Lord  Philip  of  Navarre  went  over  into  Eng¬ 
land  to  folicite  King  Edward  to  fend  over  a 

Reinforce-* 
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Reinforcement  of  Troops,  that  they  might  A.D.x^S 
take  Advantage  of  the  prefent  Diftra&ions  in  *J ~~77« 
the  French,.  Court;  idr  upon  the  taking  of 
King  John  Prifoner,  the  great  Men  did  not  The  Can- 
©nly  break  into  Factions,  contending  for  the  mons  of 
Adminiftration  of  the  Government,  but  the  sens'd  a"' 
Commons  were  fo  exafperated  againft  Charles  gainft  the 
the  Dauphin,  and  the  Nobility,  for  running  Nobility 
away  at  the  Battel  of  PoidUers,  and  fuixering  for  theij. 
the  King  to  be  made  Prifoner,  that  they  Ccvvar  ice 
Were  ready  to  rife  and  pull  them  in  Pieces  in 
all  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  However,  Charles 
the  Dauphin  and  his  Council  receiving  Intel¬ 
ligence,  that  both  the  Duke  of  Lancajter  and 
Prince  Philip  of  Navarre  had  left  the  Lord 
Godfrey  Harcourt  in  Normandy  with  a  very  f  he  Lord 
fmall  Body  of  Troops,  found  means  to  affem-  Godfrey 
ble  two  or  three  thoufand  Horfe  and  furprize 
that  General,  who  was  kill’d  upon  the  fpot,  ajXwh’J 
and  his  Troops  entirely  defeated:  Tho’,  ’tis 
laid,  the  Lord  Harcourt ,  who  had  not  a  third 
part  of  the  Enemy’s  Number,  made  a  noble 
Defence,  and  having  thrown  himfelf  into  an 
Inclofure,  the  French  Men  at  Arms  were 
forc’d  to  difmount  to  come  at  him.  By  his 
Death  his  Caftles  and  Eflate  in  Normandy 
came  to  King  Edward ,  for  having  no  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  his  neareft  Relations  taking  part 
with  the  French  King,  he  had  made  the  King 
of  England  his  Heir,  who  fent  over  a  Body  of 
Troops  to  Normandy  not  long  after,  and  took 
Poffeilion  of  the  Tefrisories  belonging  to  the 
deceas’d  Lord. 


In  the  mean  time  Pop <c  Innocent,  who  was  a.Da^-a 

entirely  French ,  wrote  a  very  moving  Letcer  — - - 

to  Charles  the  Emperor,  to  defire  him  that  3>£^-3 
he  would  endeavour  to  reftore  Peace  between  ^he  Po^e 
the  two  Kings,  and  put  an  End  to  the  Mi-  wrjtcs  tcT 
Vo  l.  XVII.  Ee  e  feriesthcEm- 
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i  3.5.7  feries  of  France  •,  and  the  Emperor  thereupon 
— r~~7  fummon’d  the  Diet  of  the  Empire  to  meet 
^  Menlz ,  then  an  Imperial  City  near  the 
peror  to  Frontiers  of  France ,  where  he  was  attended 
accommo-  by  Charier  the  Dauphin,  and  Plenipotentiaries 
<iate  Mat-  from  England ,  but  was  not  able  to  bring 
about  an  Accommodation. 

The  The  Prince  of  U^ales  in  the  mean'  time 

Pmice  remain’d  at  Bourdsdux  with  King  John  and 
Kineof  the  reft  °f  his  Ptifoners  till  the  24th  of  Aprils 
Trance  I  357,  when  he  fet  fail  with  them  for  England, 

J  nionerto  under  a  ftrong  Convoy,  having  receiv’d  In- 
England.  te}}igence  that  the  French  defign’d  to  inter¬ 
cept  his  Paftage-and  refeue  their  King  ;  but 
meeting  with  no  Impediments  at  Sea,  he 
landed  at  Sandwich  on  the  fifth  of  May,,  from 
whence  he -carried  his  Prifoners  to  Canterbury , 
where  he  remain’d  fome  time,  fo  that  it  was 
Histii-  the  24th  of  May  before  he  made  his  trium- 
umptaBt  phant  Entry  into  the  City  of  London ,  which 
Entry  into  the  French  Hiftorians  obferve  was  very  dif- 
fcrcnt  from  the  Triumphs  of  the  Romans  \  for 
inftead  of  dragging  the  Captive  King  after 
him  chain’d  to  his  Chariot,  he  order’d  him  to 
be  mounted  on  a  large  White  Horfe,  with 
the  Furniture  and  Equipage  of  a  Sovereign 
Prince,  while  he  himfelf  rode  by  him  on  a  lit¬ 
tle  Black  Pad  like  one  of  his  Retinue  ;  and  ha¬ 
ving  march’d  in  this  manner  thro’  the  nume¬ 
rous  Crowds  that  came  from  all  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom  to  be  prefent  at  this  uncommon 
Cavalcade  to  WjJtminjler ,  he  prefented  King 
John ,  with  the  reft  of  the  Prifoners,  to  his 
Father  King  Edward ,  wfi.o  was  feated  on  his 
Throne  at  the  upper  End  of  the  Hall  in  the. 
utmofc  Splendour,  before  whom  the  French 
King  bowing  himfelf  as  he  approach’d  the 
Steps,  the  King  of  England  immediately  de- 

feended 
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fcended,  and  taking  the  Grand  Monarch  by  A  D ■ 1 3  s 7 
the  Hand,  faluted  him  and  plac’d  him  by  ’ 

him  ;  after  which  a  magnificent  Entertain-  ^-ysj 
ment  being  provided,  the  two  Kings,  with 
the  Prince,  the  Enghjh  Nobility,  and  the  Pri- 
foners  of  Diftindtion,  din’d  in  the  Hall  as  at  a 
Coronation.  It  was  not  eafy  to  diilinguifh 
the  Conquer’d  from  the  Conquerors.  The 
Solemnity  look’d  rather  like  fome  Grand 
Feflival,  to  which  King  John  and  the  French 
Lords  were  invited,  than  an  EngliJJo  King 
triumphing  over  his  molt  inveterate  Enemies. 

But  thus  the  Englifh  have  ever  triumph’d, 
and  I  hope  ever  will,  over  the  reft  of  Man¬ 
kind,  I  mean  in  the  generous  Ufage  of  their 
Enemies,  They  abhor  Cruelty  and  Infolence, 
being  the  very  reverfe  of  the  Nation  they 
conquer’d.  Had  the  Fortune  of  War  thrown 
the  King  of  England  and  his  Subjedts  into  the 
Hands  of  the  French ,  they  would  have  met 
with  another  kind  of  Treatment  probably. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture  from  the  U- 
fage  of  the  Prifoners  that  had  fallen  into  their 
Hands  what  would  have  been  the  Fate  of 
their  Countrymen  in  the  like  Circumftances. 

At  firft  King  John  had  an  Apartment  af-  K.  John 
fign’d  him  in  the  Palace  at  Wefiminfier  ;  but  re^es  in 
the  Savoy ,  fo  call’d  from  Peter  Earl  of  Savoy  ^e^lace 
the  Founder,  being  then  one  of  the  largelt  Savo^ 
and  fineft  Palaces  in  England ,  was  afterwards 
fitted  up  for  the  Reception  of  that  Prince  and 
his  Son  Philip.  But  to  return  to  the  other 
fide  the  Water.  The  Duke  of  Laftoajler  ha¬ 
ving  befieg’d  the  flrong  Town  of  Fmms^  lay 
before  it  from  Chrijlmas  till  the  end  of  Janer 
when,  he  was  upon  the  point  of  reducing  it  by 
Famines  but  King  Edward  was  prevail’d 
upon  by  three  Cardinals,  who  came  from-  the 

Eee  2  Pope^ 
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■A.D.is^-j  Pope,  to  fend  his  Orders  to  the  Duke  of 
J  iEf  Lancajler  to  raife  that  Siege,  and  confent  to  a 
J  Truce  for  Bretagne.  However,  before  the 
Arrival  of  thefe  Orders,  the  Befieg’d  had 
beat  a  Parly,  and  actually  paid  the  Duke  an 
hundred  thoufand  Crowns  to  fave  the  Town 
from  Plunder,  the  reft  of  the  Articles  not 
A  Truce  being  fully  fettled,  the  Siege  was  rais’d,  and  a 
sigree  on.  •,pruce  was  concluded  for  the  Town,  as  well 
as  the  reft  of  the  Dutchy  of  Bretagne,  till  the 
firft  of  May ,  1361.  The  two  Kings  alfo  a- 
greed  upon  a  Truce  till  the  24th  of  June , 
1359,  for  their  refpe&ive  Territories,  only  it 
was  provided  that  the  Navarrois  in  Normandy 
fhould  be  allow’d  to  profecute  the  War  there; 
after  which  the  French  King  had  the  Privilege 
of  the  Caftle  of  Windfor,  and  of  Hawking 
and  Hunting  in  the  neighbouring  Foreft. 

The  The  Cardinals  having  obtain’d  a  Truce  for 

whidTli1  Stance,  next  propos’d  a  Truce  between  Eng- 
David  '  land  and  Scotland ,  and  a  Ranfom  for  King 
Bruce  was  David's  Liberty,  and  being  feconded  by  the 
let  at  Li-  Queen  of  Scots,  Sifter  to  King  Edward ,  all 
bertT  things  were  agreed  on  the  latter  end  of  this 
Year  on  the  following  Terms,  viz.  That 
King  David,  in  Consideration  of  his  Liberty, 
fhould  never  bear  Arms  againft  the  King  of 
England.  That  he  fhould  endeavour  to  pre¬ 
vail  with  the  Barons  of  Scotland  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  Dependance  of  that  Crown  on  Eng¬ 
land.  That  King  David  fhould  pay  one  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Marks  for  his  Ranfom  within 
ten  Years,  and  deliver  twenty  Hoftages  in 
the  mean  time  as  a  Security  for  the  Per¬ 
formance  of  his  Covenants.  And  that  the 
Truce  between  the  two  Kingdoms  fhould  en¬ 
dure  for  ten  Years.  The  King  of  Scots  alfo 
promis’d  to  propofe  it  to  the  States  ol  that 
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Kingdom,  that  in  cafe  he  died  without Iflue,  A.D.i^ 7 

the  King  of  England's  eldeft  Son  fhould  be  7 - 7* 

his  Heir.  But  this  they  would  never  admit 
of. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Populace  in  France  The  King 
grew  very  infolent,  and  fet  the  King  of  Na -  0 fNavan* 
varre  at  Liberty,  who  pretended  atfirft  that  (it:  at 
he  would  join  his  Forces  with  the  Dauphin  ert^' 
againft  the  Englijh,  but  afterwards  enter’d 
into  a  Confpiracy  with  the  Citizens  of  Paris 
to  deprive  the  Dauphin  of  the  Adminiftration. 
Miferable  was  the  State  of  France  at  this  time,  The  Ad- 
for  tho’  there  was  a  Truce  between  the  two  v?ntu,rers 
Crowns,  the  difbanded  Soldiers  on  either  fide  'pranu 
form’d  themfelves  into  great  Bodies,  and 
plunder’d  Friends  and  Foes  without  Di- 
ltindtion  •,  while  the  Grandees,  who  fhould 
have  reflrain’d  thefe  Diforders,  were  engag’d 
in  Party  Quarrels.  Sir  Arnold  Cervoles ,  3 
Gafcon  Knight  in  the  Service  of  King  John, 
who  had  brought  a  good  Number  of  Men  at 
Arms  into  the  Field  at  the  Battel  of  Pointers, 
miffing  of  the  Reward  he  expe&ed,  and  ha¬ 
ving  no  Money  to  pay  his  People,  confeder 
rated  himfelf  with  a  great  many  other  Sol¬ 
diers  of  Fortune,  and  plunder’d  all  the  Sour 
them  part  of  France ,  and  coming  to  Avignon , 
made  the  Pope  himfelf  pay  him  fixty  thou-  Make  the 
fend  Crowns  Contribution,  and  give  him  Ab-  Pope  pay 
folution  for  all  the  Rapine  and  Murder  he  had  them  ,Con* 
committed,  and  thus  made  Provifion  both  for  tributlon‘ 
his  Soul  and  Body  at  once.  And  in  the  North 
of  France  one  Griffith,  a  IVelJh  Officer,  a  fi¬ 
fe  m  bled  a  Body  of  Adventurers  and  difbanded 
People,  and  laid  all  that  Traft  between  the 
Loyre  and  the  Sein  under  Contribution,  plun¬ 
dering  and  burning  the  Country  up  to  the 
Walls  of  Paris,  Orleans  and  Chartres ,  by 

which 
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which  he  grew  exceflive  rich.  Sir  Robert 
Knowlles  alio,  who  was  but  a  common  Soldier 
at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  rais’d  an  hun¬ 
dred  thouland  Crowns  by  the  Plunder  he  got 
in  Normandy  \  and  many  of  his  Followers  re¬ 
turn’d  to  England  loaden  with  Treafure. 

But  whatever  were  the  Miferies  of  France , 
the  Court  of  England  appear’d  in  the  utmoft 
Splendour,  to  which  perhaps  the  Prifoners 
and  Spoils  brought  from  that  Kingdom  did 
not  a  little  contribute.  And  now  King  Ed 
ward  fent  his  Invitations  and  Safe  Conduits 
to  all  the  Knights  and  Martial-men  in  Europe 
to  appear  at  a  Tournament  to  be  held  on  the 
23d  of  Aprils  St.  George's  Bay,  the  Patron 
of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  at  Windsor , 
where  the  French  King,  the  Duke  of  Brabant \ 
and  feveral  other  Foreign  Princes  were  to  be 
prefent.  The  King  of  England  had  order’d  a 
Feftival  fuitable  to  the  Grandeur  of  his  Guefts, 
every  thing  was  perform’d  with  the  utmoft 
Magnificence  :  Upon  which  the  French  King 
faid  merrily,  That  he  never  knew  any  of  thefe 
Royal  Shews  exhibited  but  there  was  an  After- 
reckoning, intimating  that  his  Ranfom  muft  de¬ 
fray  part  of  the  Charge  ;  and  notwithftanding 
all  thefe  gay  Appearances  it  is  evident,  that  the 
Englijh  Treafury  did  not  overflow  at  this 
time,  for  the  King  found  himfelf  oblig’d  to 
fall  upon  fome  unpopular  Ways  of  raifing 
Money,  as  ififuing  out  Writs  to  compel  every 
Man  who  had  forty  Pounds  per  Ann.  Freehold 
to  accept  the  Order  of  Knighthood,  or  pay 
him  a  Fine  •,  and  as  many  of  them  paid  ten. 
Pounds  a-piece  to,  be  excus’d,  this  muft  a- 
mount  to  a  confiderable  Sum. 

Soon  after  the  Tournament  was  over,  the 
two  Kings  began  to  treat  perfonally  concern¬ 
ing  a  Peace  >  and  it  fe^ms  King  Edward  in- 
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‘Ifted  at  firft,  that  the  French  King  fhould  do  A.t).  1358 
him  Homage  for  the  Crown  of  France ,  and  ~  ~~ 

upon  that  Condition,  promis’d  he  would  give 


But 


him  leave  to  return  to  his  Dominions  : 
this  King  John  affur’d  him  he  would  never 
fubmit  to,  let  the  Event  be  what  it  would. 

(Then  a  Divifion  of  the  Provinces  of  France 
was  propos’d,  and  it  was  at  length  agreed, 
that  the  King  of  England  fhould  enjoy  Guienne 
^and  Gafcogny^Pot£fou,Fouraine^  Saintogne ,  Pert- 
gort ,  Quercy ,  Limofin ,  Angoumois ,  Ponthieuy 
1 Boulonois ,  Guifnes ,  and  Calais.  On  the  other 
:hand,  King  Edward  was  to  renounce  his 
'Claim  to  the  Crown  of  France ,  the  Dutchies 
‘of  Normandy ,  Anjou ,  and  Maine  and  the 
-King  of  France  agreed  to  pay  3000000  of 
-Crowns  for  his  R'anfom,  a-mounting  to  about 
'500000  /.  Sterl.  whereof  600000  Crowns 
Were  to  be  paid  down.  This  Treaty  was 
fworn  to  by  both  Monarchs,  after  which  they 
mutually  embrac’d,  and  made  Profeffions  of 
^inviolable  Friendfhip,  The  Dauphin  and  -pheStatei 
the  States  of  France  however  would  never  0f  France 
ratify  the  Treaty,  but  fent  over  600000  refute 
Crowns,  part  of  the  Sum  agreed  on  for  their  raufy  K" 
King’s  Ranfomj  which  King  Edward  refus’d 
to  accept,  becaufe  they  did  not  bring  the 
Hoftages  with  them,  that  were  to  be  Securi¬ 
ty  for  the  Remainder.  The  French  anfwer’d, 
that  fuch  was  the  diftraCted  Condition  of  their 
Country,  fo  plunder’d  and  ravag’d  by  the 
Englijh  Troops,  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
them  to  pay  the  refidue.  King  Edward  re- 
ply’d,  that  thofe  Englijhmen  that  remain’d 
in  France  were  Robbers  and  Felons,  fuch  as 
Were  outlaw’d  by  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  and 
out  of  his  Protection  ;  nor  fhould  they  ever' 
be  encourag’d  or  fupported  by  him.  Some 
charge  King  John  with  Infincerity  in  this 

Treaty, 
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AD.  1358  Treaty,  relating,  that  Letters  were  inter- 

* - - —  cepted  from  that  Prince  to  the  Miniftry  at 

Paris ,  wherein  he  declar’d  that  tho’  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  his  Affkirs  oblig’d  him  to  fubmit  to 
thefe  Articles  *  at- prefent,  he  never  intended 
to  part  with  a  Foot  of  Land  in  France',  which 
induc’d  King  Edward  to  renew  his  Prepara¬ 
tions  for  War,  again  ft  the  Expiration  of  the 
Tr-ueey  and  confine  that  Prince  inore  clofely. 
Nor  would  I  conceal  what  the-  French  fay  on 
this  Occafion, ,  namely,  that  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  fomented  their  Divifions,  and  render’d 
the  Performance  of  the  Articles- impractica¬ 
ble,  hoping  ,  to  make  an  Advantage  of  their 
Calamities,  and  fix  himfeif  upon  the  Throne 
of  France .  But  there  dees  not  feem  the  Ieaft' 
Colour  for  this  Suggeftion,  it  is  evident  that 
in  his  moft  profperous  Circumftances,  Ed¬ 
ward  would  .have  been  contented  with  the 
Provinces  that  had  been  difinembred  from 
England »  But  however  that  be,  wretched 
was  the  Condition  of  France  at  this  time,  the 
Peafants  and  Huibandmen  plunder’d  by  the 
Adventurers  and  Partizans  of  both  Kingdoms, 
and  opprefs5d'  by:their  Lords,  who  expected 
their  Rents,  notwithstanding  the  Lofies  their 
Tenants,  fuftain’d,,  were  in  the  end.  driven  to 
defpair;  they  .look’d,  upon  the  Cowardice  of 
their  Nobility  and  Great  Men  to  be  the 
Sourfe  of  all  thefe  Calamities  5  to  .this  they 
aferib’d  the  Imprifonment  of  theii:  King,  and  • 
the  pub  lick  Robberies  and  Devaftations  that 
n  Infur-  fucceeded  ;  they  refolv’d  therefore  to  have  re- 
ction  o  f  courfe  to  Arms,  and  do  themfelves  Juft  ice  5 

T  onPeo" l''  and  in  the  firft  PllCe>  t0  eXtirPate  Ul1  the 

^France'  Nobility  and.  Gentry  of  die  Kingdom,  as 
eainil  the  the  Authors  of  .their  Misfortunes  •,  and  ha- 
,  obility.  ving  chofen  one  J a qnes  de  Clermont  for  their 
Leader,  they  afterwards  obtain’d  the  Name 
of  the  Jaquery.  Many 
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Many  horrid  Cruelties  are  related  of  thefe  -^.D.1358 
Jaqueries  or  Jaquerie  \  as  that  they  roaffed  ~  ^  ^ 

feveral  Knights  and  Gentlemen  alive,  ra- 
vifh’d  and  then  murder’d  their  Wives  and  Denomi- 
Daughters,  and  burnt  their  Cafties  and  Seats  !iated  the 
down  to  the  Ground,  which  made  the  Gen-  J‘,rluer>’ 
tlemen  and  Ladies  abandon  the  Country, 
and  fly  to  the  ftrong  Towns  for  their  Securi¬ 
ty  *,  tho5  I  am  apt  to  think  things  were  much 
aggravated,  with  a  Defign,  probably,  to  ex- 
cuie  the  Severity  exercis’d  on  thefe  poor  Crea¬ 
tures  afterwards  •,  for  the  Nobility  and  Gen¬ 
try  uniting  their  Forces  againft  thefe  Peafants, 
kill’d  fometimes  4  or  5000  of  them  at  a  time, 
hardly  affording  Quarter  to  any  of  them^ 
which  foon  put  an  end  to  dais  Jaqiierie  War , 
as  it  was  call’d. 

In  the  mean  time  Queen  Ifabella ,  Mother  ifabdU 
to  King  Edward ,  and  by  whom  he  claim’d  the  Queer* 
the  Crown  of  France ,  died  at  the  Caftle  of  Dowager 
Rifing  in  Norfolk ,  in  the  64thYear  of  her  Age,  dies' 
having  been  imprifon’d  there  above  eight  and 
twenty  Years,  on  account  of  her  Practices 
with  Mortimer  againft  the  late  King’s  Life  ; 

And  as  that  Marriage  is  obferv’d  to  have  been 
fatal  to  her  Hufband  and  to  France ,  fo  nei¬ 
ther  was  it  of  any  great  Advantage  to  Eng¬ 
land^  engaging  that  Kingdom  in  perpetual 
Wars,  and  exhaufting  her  beif  Blood  and 
T reafure,  without  obtaining  any  material  Ad¬ 
vantage  ;  nay,  it  is  extremely  probable  that 
England  and  Scotland  had  been  united  in  this 
Reign,  if  the  French  War  had  not  prevented 
it.- 

t  The  King  of  Navarre ,  notwithftanding 
his  Reconciliation  with  the  Dauphin,  was 
perpetually  pradtifing  with  the  Citizens  of 
Paris ,  and  engaging  them  in  a  different  In- 
'  V  o  l  XVII ,  F  f  f  tetefr. 
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A.D.  1358  tereft,  entertaining  the  Engl'ijh  and  other  Sol- 

*7y~7  diers  of  Fortune  in  his  Service,  which  gave 

t/VNJ  t^ie  dauphin  fuch.  Apprehenfions,  that  he 
thought  fit  to  retire  from  Parts  to  Charenton , 
letting  the  Provoft  and  the  reft  of  the  Magi- 
ftrates  of  Paris  know,  that  he  fhould  for  the 
future  treat  them  as  his  Enemies,  whereupon 
they  fet  about  repairing  and  enlarging  the 
Fortifications  of  that  City,  and  raifing  Forces 
to  prevent  their  being  furpriz’d;  and  not  long 
after,  as  they  fufpebted,  the  Dauphin  befieg’d 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  the  King  of  Na¬ 
varre  lay  with  a  flying  Army  at  St.  Dennis , 
to  encourage  the  Parifiens ,  and  annoy  the 
Dauphin’s  Troops  that  were  employ’d  in  the 
Siege,  and  between  thefe  two  Armies  the 
whole  Country  about  Paris  was  deftroy’d. 
Some  of  the  principal  Nobility  therefore  ta¬ 
king  Compaflion  of  their  Country,  endea¬ 
vour’d  toaccommodateMatters  between  them, 
and  at  length-procur’d  a  Reconciliation,  .at 
leaft  in  appearance  ;  whereupon  the  Siege  of 
Paris  was  rais’d.  But  the  Dauphin’s  Party 
was  fo  much  increas’d  in  the  City  foon  after 
the  Pacification,  that  the  Englifo  Adventurers, 
whom  the  Navarrois  had  retain’d  in  their  Ser¬ 
vice,  living  now  carelefly  in  their  Quarters, 
were  furpriz’d  by  the  Dauphin’s  Friends,  and 
a  great  many  of  them  cut  in  pieces,  as  the 
reft  had  been,  if  the  Provoft  had  not  favour’d 
their  Efcape  to  St.  Dennis ,  where  a  good  Bo¬ 
dy  of  their  Countrymen  lay,  who  were  l'tili 
retain’d  in  the  Service  of  the  King  of  Na¬ 
varre ,  and  who  not  long  after  reveng’d  this 
Outrage  on  the  Dauphin’s  Party,  whom  they 
drew  into  an  Ambufcade  r  But  the  Provoft 
and  his  Friends  apprehending  they  fhould  e’er 
long  be  over-power’d  and  call’d  to  an  account 

if 
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if  they  were  not  before-hand  with  their  Ene-  ^-£>- 1 3 53 
mies,  agreed  on  a  certain  Night  to  let  fuch  a  A 
Number  of  the  Englijh  and  other  Soldiers  of 
Fortune  into  the  Town,  as  might  defend  them 
againft  their  exafperated  Prince.  According¬ 
ly  all  things  were  concerted,  the  Englijh  had 
form’d  an  Ambuicade  near  one  of  the  Gates, 
and  the  Provoft  had  tire  Keys  in  his  Hands, 
juft  ready  to  open  it,  when  the  Dauphin’s 
Party,  who  had  been  inform’d  of  the  Plot, 
came  fuddenly  upon  him  and  cut  him  in  pieces, 
with  the  few  Friends  he  had  about  him  ;  for 
this  Confpiracy  to  betray  the  City  to  the  Eng-, 
lijh  had  not  been  communicated  to  many. 

And  now  the  Dauphin  receiving  Advice, 
that  his  principal  Enemy  that  Provoft  was 
dead,  and  the  Heads  of  that  Party  imprifon’d, 
accepted  of  the  Invitation  of  his  Friends,  and 
return’d  to  Paris ,  taking  up  his  Reftdence  in 
the  Palace  of  the  Louvre.  But  the  King  of 
Navarre  was  fo  difgufted  at  the,.Death  of  the 
Provoft,  and  the  Imprifonment  of  the  reft  of 
his  Friends,  that  he  immediately  declar’d 
War  againft  the  Dauphin  and  the  Kindom  of 
France ,  taking  into  his  pay  the  Englijh ,  Qer-^ 
mans ,  Dutch ,  and  Flemijh  Adventurers,  with 
which  he  form’d  a  confiderable  Army,  and 
invited  the  King  of  England  to  return  to  France  K.  Ed-w, 
and  compleat  the  Conqueft  of  it,  which  he  invited 
had  infallibly  done  at  this  time,  if  his  Ho- 
nour  would  have  permitted  him  to  break  the  the  King 
Truce,  the  French  were  in  fuch  Diftrefs,  as  of  At¬ 
well  on  account  of  the  Ravages  committed  by  ‘oarn»  but 
the  Armies,  as  the  Famine  with  which  they 
were  afflicted  for  fome  time,  occafion’d  part*  Truce, 
ly  by  the  Scarcity  of  Hufbandmen,  and  the 
Grounds  lying  uncultivated,  and  partly  by 
ths  Definition  of  the  Fruits  .of  the  Earth-, 

F  f  f  by 
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by  the  Troops  of  Adventurers  of  all  Nations 
that  infefted  the  Kingdom,  who  were  call’d 
Companions  when  they  plunder’d  for  them- 
felves,  but  Navarrois  when  they  enter’d  into 
the  Service  of  that  Prince. 

But  to  return  to  England ,  the  King  of 
Scots  with  his  Queen,  the  King  of  England's 
Sifter,  came  to  London  in  November  to  pay 
their  Brother  a  Vifit,  and  kept  their  Chrijl- 
mas  with  him  and  th t  French  King,  At  thefe 
Feftivals  and  publick  Entertainments,  it 
feems,  the  King  of  England  plac’d  himfelf 
between  the  Kings  of  France  and  Scotland , 
being  the  Poll  of  Honour,  for  tho’  he  was 
always  extremely  obliging  to  them,  whether 
they  were  his  Gu'efts  or  his  Prifoners,  yet  he 
always  took  care  to'  affert  his  Superiority. 
The  Queen  of  Scots  dying  this  Winter,  was 
buried  in  the  Grey- Friers  (no'nChrift' s-Cbttrch) 
in  London. 

The  Pope,  it. appears,  had  flill  a  great 
Power  in  England ,  for  he  excommunicated 
fix  or  feven  of  the  King’s  Judges,  who  had 
given  Judgment  againft  Doftot  Lylde,  Bi- 
fhop  of  Ely*  whofe  Servants  had  by  the  Bi~ 
fhop’s  Orders,  fet  Eire  to  a  Manor  belonging 
to  the  Lady  Blanch ,  ■  Sifter  of  the-  Duke  of 
Lancafter,  and  kill’d  one  of  her  People  i 
which  provok’d  the  King  to -prohibit  the 
bringing  any  Bulls  into  England  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  without  his  Knowledge,  and  he  actual¬ 
ly  imprifon’d  fome  Perfons  for  Life,  who  had 
the  Affurance  to  difobey  him. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford  complain’d  of  the  preaching  Friars, 
for  corrupting  their  Students,  and  tempting 
them  to  forfake  the  Univerfity,  infomuch  that 
5tis  faid,  •  of  30000  Students  there,  they  had 
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had  from  his  Holinefs-  in  this  Cafe,  who-fa- 
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vour’d  the  Friars  *,  tho?:  I  muft  confeis  it  is 
not  eafy  to  conceive  there- fhould  be  fix  thou¬ 
sand  Students  there  unlefs  they  l'odg’-d  in  pri¬ 
vate  Houles  in  the  Towo,  for  the  Colleges 
are  larger  and  more  numerous  at  this  day  than 
they  were  then,  and  it  is  computed  there -  are 
not  above  five  and  twenty  hundred  Stadents 
in  that  Univerfity  at  prefect. 

The  following  Year,  about  the  latter  end^-D  l359 
of  March,*  the  Lord  James  -Bourbon,  and-the  j 
Lord  D’  Endregham,  ..who  -was  full  a  Pri loner 
in  England,-  were  fent  over'-  to'  the  Dauphin  The  States 
and  the  States  of  -France,  .to  fee  if  they  would 
ratify  the  Treaty  that  had  been  made  between 
the  Kings  of  England  and-  France,  already  Treaty 
mention’d.  When  they  earrre 'to  Paris  they  between 
found  the  King  of  Navarre  there-  with  the the  two 
Dauphin.  Thefe  Princes  having  been . recom  ^rowns* 
ril’d  juft  before,  and  it  bring  propos’d  in  the 
Affembly  of  the  States,  whether  they  fhould 
ratify  the  Treaty  agreed  to  by  their  King,  it 
was  carried  in  the  Negative.  They  declar’d 
they  would  never  confent  to  fee  lb  many  Pro¬ 
vinces  difmember’d  from  the  Kingdom,  fug- 
gefting,  "that  when  the  King -of  England  was 
poffefs’d  of  thefe,  it  would  be  no  difficult, 
matter  for  him  to  furprize  the  reft  when  he 
faw  his  Opportunity. 

King  Edward  meeting :  with  this  unex-t 
peried  Anfwer,  was  highly  provok’d,  de-> 
daring  he  had  been  impos’d  upon,  and  vow¬ 
ing  to  make  an  entire  Conqueft  of  the  Nation 
or  perifh  in  the  Attempt,  and  only  waited  till 
the  Expiration  of  the  Truce  (the  24th  of 
June)  to  renew  the  War.  In  the  mean  timeKinS  Ed' 
as  the  King  of  Navarre  was  reconcil’d  to  the 

Dau-  War. 
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Dauphin,  the  Flemmings  had  chang’d  Tides, 
and  the  French  Nobility  were  become  more 
-unanimous,  and  had  reduc’d  feveral  Bodies  of 
the  Adventurers  or  Companions  abave-men- 
rion’d,  the  King  was  fenfibie  it  would  re¬ 
quire  a  much  greater  Force  to  reduce  the 
French  now  than  it  would  have  done  Tome 
Months  before,  and  therefore  determin’d  to 
tranfport  a  greater  Army  than  ever  he  had 
yet  done. 

There  were,  however,  fome  of  the  Englijh 
Adventurers  that  ftill  made  no  mean  Figure 
in  France ,  and  defy’d  all  the  Powers  the  Re¬ 
gency  could  bring  againft  them,  among  whom 
were  Sir  Robert  Knowles ,  who  march’d  quite 
thro’  the  Kingdom  of  France  from  Normandy 
to  yivignon ,  and  heap’d  up  a  prodigious  Trea- 
fure  by  plundering  the  Country.  He  once 
came  within  a  few  Leagues  of  Avignon ,  de¬ 
signing  to  put  the  Pope’s  Territories  under 
Contribution,  as  his  Predeceffor  in  Iniquity, 
Sir  Arnold  Cervoles ,  had  done,  who  from  this 
piece  of  Infolenee,  probably,  obtain’d  the 
Name  of  the  Arch  Prieft  but  the  Pope  ha¬ 
ving  been  vifited  once  before  by  this  kind  of 
Adventurers,  had  fortify’d  the  Avenues  to  his 
Palace,  and  retain’d  To  great  a  Body  of 
Troops  in  his  Service,  that  Sir  Robert  did  not 
think  it  feafible  to  attack  him.  Whereupon 
returning  to  Normandy ,  and  receiving  Advice 
that  King  Edward  was  preparing  to  invade 
France  again,  he  fen t  over  to.  England  and 
made  the  King  a  tender  of  his  Service,  and  at 
the  fame  time  petition’d  for  a  Pardon  for  his 
Depredations  during  the  Truce,  for  Sir  Robert 
and  the  reft  of  the  Englijh  Adventurers  had 
been  out-law’d  for  refufing  to  appear  and 
anfwer  the  Crimes  they  were  charg’d  with  ; 

B.Ut 


EDWARD  III.  40? 

Jut  Sir  Robert  fo  well  diftributed  part  of  the  A.D.  1359 
Treafure  he  had  got  among  the  Englijh  Mi-  ~ 
fiftry,  arid  represented  how  ferviceable  he 
:ould  be  to  the  King  on  the  Revival'  of  the 
War,  that  he  obtain’d  a  Pardon,  and  was’ 
from  that  time  employ’d  in  the  King’s  Serf 
vice  :  And  it  feems  he  had  not  only  a  good 
Body  of  Veteran  Troops  under  his  Command, 
but  fix  or  feven  Ca files  which  he  had  garri- 
fon’d,  and  offer'd  to  deliver  up  into  the 
King’s  Hands,  with  which  the  King  was  fo 
fatisfy’d,  that  he  made  him  a  Grant  of  the 
Caftles  and  Manors  he  had  pofiefs’d  himfelf 
of  :  But  furely  the  Government  of  France 
muft  be  very  weak,  wen  a  Foreign  Banditti 
could  carve  out  for  themfelves  what  part  of 
their  Country  they  pleas'd,  at  a  time  when 
they  had  no  declar’d  Enemies  to  contend 
with  :  Nor  does  it  redound  much  to  the  King 
of  England's  Honour  to  pardon  thefe  Out¬ 
laws,  and  accept  their  Service  :  It  gave  too 
much  Colour  to  the  French  to  lay  that  he  - 
encourag’d  thefe  Depredations  during  the 
Truce.  However  the  King,  while  he  was 
levying  Forces  at  home,  and  retaining  others ' 
abroad,  in  order  to  invade  the  Kingdom-  of 
France  again,  we  are  toid,  fpent  his  time  in 
Pilgrimages,  and  vifiting  the  Shrines  of  the 
molt  eminent  Saints  in  his  Kingdom,  order¬ 
ing  Prayers  to  be  put  up  for  the  Succefs  ol  the 
Expedition.  He  obferv’d,  no  doubt,  that  it 
had  been  the  Policy  of  the  Generals  of  all 
Ages,  whether  they  were  in  reality  Religious 
themfelves  or  not,  to  infpire  their  People 
with  an  Opinion  that  Heaven  was  engag’d  in 
their  Quarrel,  and  that  their  Caufe  was  the 
Caufe  of  God.  But  to  proceed.  No  fooner 
was  the  Trace  expir’d,  but  a  great  many 
>  '  Advern  .  . 
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Adventurers  from  Germany  and  other  parts 
of  Europe  came  to  Calais  to  tender  their  Ser¬ 
vice  to  King  Edward ,  in  hopes  of  making 
their  Fortunes  in  France y  as  many  others  had 
done  under  his  Colours  ;  but  the  King  being 
determin’d  not  to  crofs  the  Seas  till  he  had 
rais’d  a  Force  Efficient  to  fubdue  the  King¬ 
dom'  of  France ,  thefe  Soldiers  of  Fortune,- 
'many  of  them,  remain’d  at  Calais  till  they 
had  fpent  molt  of  their  Money  in  Expectation 
of  the  King,  and  were  upon  the  point  of  re¬ 
turning  home  :  Whereupon  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
cajler.  was  fent  over  to  Calais  with  a  Detach¬ 
ment  of  Troops,  in  order  to  join  thefe  Fo¬ 
reigners,  and  make  an  Incurfion  into  the 
Frontier  Provinces  of  France ,  till  the  King 
ffiould  come  over  with  his  whole  Army  ;  but 
the  Country  was  To  miferab'ly  deftroy’d  al¬ 
ready,  that  they  found  it  difficult  to  get  a 
Subfiftance. 

At  length  King  Edward  having  fent  out 
Commiffions  of  Array  into  the  feveral  Coun¬ 
ties  of  England]  requiring  all  that  were  able 
to  bear  Arms  to  attend  at  the  general  Ren¬ 
dezvous  between  Sandwich  and  Dover,  there 
appear’d  an  incredible  Number  of  arnTd  Sol¬ 
diers,  out  of  whom  the  King  feleCted  an  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  of  the  ftouteft  Men  and  em¬ 
bark’d  them,  with  a  fuitable  Quantity  of 
Ammunition,  Provifion  and  Carriages,  on 
board  the  Fleet,  which  confided  of  upwards 
of  eleven  hundred  Sail  of  Ships  and  V effels, 
fmall  and  great,  and  with  thefe  he  fet  Sail 
from  Sandwich  on  the  28  th  of  October,  ar¬ 
riving  at  Calais  the  fame  Evening,  fome 
Days  being  taken  up  in  difembarking  the 
Troops,  Horfes  and  Stores.  But  I  ffiould 
have  remember’d,  that  before  the  King  left 

Eng- 
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England ,  he  order’d  the  French  Prifoners  to  ^.£>.1359 
be  more  ftridtly  guarded  than  they  had  been  ;  T  ~  '£J 
'  whereupon  King  John  and  his  Son  Philip  were 
'  confin’d  in  Sommerlon  Cajllc  for  fome  time.  King  John 
and  afterwards  within  the  Walls  of  the  Tower  *nd  tnc  . 

1  of  London ,  it  not  being  thought  ad,vifeable  to  fone^irfore 
fuffer  them  to  remain  Prifoners  at  large  on  dofely 
their  Parol,  while  the  Englijh  were  engag’d  guarded, 
iii  the  Conqueft  of  their  Country  :  And  as 
the  King  was  accompanied  in  this  Expedition 
by  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  his  three  Brothers, 

Lionel  Earl  of  Uljler,  afterwards  Duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence  ;  John  of  Gaunt ,  Earl  of  Richmond  -,  and 
Edmond  of  Langley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  Duke  of  York  \  the  Lord  Ehoinas 
of  Woodftock ,  the  King’s  yotingeft  Son,  being 
then  about  five  Years  of  Age,  was  conftituted 
Guardian  df  the  Kingdom,  and  a  Council1  af- 
fign’d  him  for  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment.  '  ! 

A  little  before  this  Expedition  John  of  John  of 
Gaunt,  then  Earl  of  Richmond,  the  Kincr’s  G««wmar- 
third  Son,  married  Blanch  the  Daughter  and  jjul-eof" 
Heirefs  of  the  Duke  of  Lancajler ,  and  after  Lancajier  s 
his  Death  fucceeded  him  as  well  in  his  Titles  Daughter, 
as  Eftate. 

The  King  of  England  began  his  March  The  King 
from  Calais ,  at  the  Head  of  an  hundred  thou-  °-f  England 
land  Men,  on  the  fourth  of  November.  Ne-  marc5ies 
ver  any  Army  made  a  more  gallant  Appear-  Ca~ 
'ance,  or  march’d  in  better  Order,  being  di¬ 
vided  into  three  Bodies,  commanded  by  the 
King,  the  Prince,  and  the  Duke  of  Lancajler, 
then  efteem’d  the  moft  accomplifh’d  Generals' 
in  Europe  \  and  ’tis  related  that  no  lefs  than 
fix  thoufand  Waggons  follow’d  this  Army, 
loaden  with  Provisions  and  warlike  Utenfils 
Roger  Mortimer  Earl  of  March,  and  Confhaf 
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J.D.  1359  ble  of  England,  led  the  Van-Guard  :  ‘Thomas 
~ — T?  Beauchamp  Earl  of  Warwick ,  and  Robert  Huff 
ford  Earl  of  Suffolk,  were  Marfhals  of  the 
Army  :  And  Ralph  Stafford  Earl  of  Stafford , 
William  Montague  Earl  of  Salijhury  and  King 
of  Man,  Humphry  Bohun  Earl  of  Hereford  and 
Effex,  William  Bohun  Earl  of  Northampton  his 
Brother,  and  John  Vere  Earl  of  Oxford,  were 
Generals,  befides  whom  were  a  great  many 
other  Englifh  Noblemen,  either  Officers  or 
Voluntiers  in  the  Army.  The  French  Nobi¬ 
lity  feeing  themfelves  invaded  by  fo  formida¬ 
ble  a  Power,  all  united  in  the  Defence  of 
their  Country,  and  levy’d  an  Army  at  lead: 
equal  to  that  of  England  in  Numbers  ;  but 
having  formerly  met  with  fuch  ill  Succefs  in 
general  Engagements,  they  determin’d  to 
throw  their  Troops  into  the  fortify’d  Towns, 
whither  they  carry’d  in  all  the  Grain  and 
Forage  they  could,  deftroying  the  reft,  that 
their  Enemies  might  meet  with  no  Subfiftance. 
And  now  the  Rains  falling,  as  ufual  in  this 
Seafon  of  the  Year,  the  Ways  bad,  and  the 
Nights  long  and  cold,  the  Englijh  Army  had 
a  very  tedious  March  thro’  Artois  and  Picardy , 
meeting  neither  with  Hay  or  Straw  in  thofe 
Provinces ;  and  tho’  they  had  taken  care  to 
bring  almoft  all  other  Provifions  with  them, 
this  was  found  no  fmall  Inconvenience.  King 
Edward  however  continu’d  his  March  till  he 
Rbeims  in-  arriv’d  at  Rhehns  in  Champaigne,  where  the 
veiled.  King’s  of  France  are  generally  crown’d,  and 
this  Place  he  inverted  with  his  Army,  which 
gave  fome  Occaffion  to  conjedure  that  he  de- 
fign’d  to  be  crown’d  King  of  France  at  this 
time.  The  King  however,  who  was  always 
tender  of  throwing  away  his  Men  againft 
Stone  Walls,  contented  himfelf  with  blocking 

up 


EDWARD  III.  411 

up  the  Place,  imagining  that  the  Garrifon  A.D.xy^ 
and  Inhabitants  were  fo  numerous,  that  they  “ 
would  have  been  compell’d  to  furrender  in  a 
fhort  time.  In  the  mean  while  the  Sea-ports  of  T heFrencb 
France  had  Orders  to  equip  a  Fleet  of  feveral  ravage  the 
hundred  Sail,  on  which  twenty  thoufand  Land  ?oa!* 
Forces  being  embark  d,  they  made  a  Deicent  way  0f 
on  the  Coatfs  of  Kent  and  Sujfex ,  deftroying  Diverfion. 
the  Country  before  them  in  a  terrible  manner, 
in  hopes  to  have  oblig’d  the  King  to  return 
home  ;  but  the  Regency  having  aflembled  a 
Fleet  to  oppofe  the  French ,  and  march’d  the 
Militia  down  to  the  Coafts,  they  foon  retir’d. 

Rut  tho’  the  King  of  England  did  not  think 
there  was  any  Necefiity  of  coming  to  England 
to  oppofe  their  Ravages,  yet  having  eaten  up 
all  the  Forage  for  a  great  way  round  the  City 
of  Rhehns ,  and  pretty  well  weary  of  a  Winter  The  King 
Siege,  in  which  probably  he  loft  more  Men 
by  Sicknefs  than  he  would  have  done  by  the 
Sword  if  he  had  brifkly  attack’d  the  Place, 
thought  fit  to  rife  from  before  Rheims  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  January ,  after  he  had  lain  here  J.D. 1360 

leven  Weeks.  From  Rheims  he  march’d  fur-  * - - — 

ther  fouthward  by  Chalons  and  Troys,  and  fo  34^-3 
to  Avallon ,  where  meeting  with  Plenty  of 
Provifions,  and  efpecially  of  good  Wine,  he  thro’ 
continu’d  there  from  AJh-Wednefday  to  Mid-  Cham- 
Lent  to  refrefh  his  Men.  He  defign’d  after-  taiS.nt' 
wards  to  have  quarter’d  his  Troops  in  Bur-  And 
gundy ,  where  he  had  Advice  that  there  was  makes  the 
Plenty  of  Provifions  *,  but  the  Duke  fending 
to  Chalons  to  treat  with  him,  and  offering  to  confpound 
advance  him  two  hundred  thoufand  Florins,  with  him, 
and  to  fupply  his  Army  with  Provifions,  the 
King  contented  to  allow  the  Duke  a  Truce 
for  three  Years,  and  bent  his  March  towards  He  ad' 
Far'iSs  before  which  Plape  he  prefented  him- 

G  g  K  ?■  felfo {Paris. 
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A.D.  1 360  felf  with  his  Army  the  latter  end  of  March,, 
~~  IT*  having  burnt  and  deftroy’d  the  Country  to 
very  Walls  of  that  City,  in  hopes  to  have 
drawn  the  French  out  of  their  Fortreffes,  that 
he  might  have  engag’d  them  -  in  a  fair  Field  j 
for  he  feems  to  have  been  of  Opinion  that 
another  Victory  would  have  put  him  into  the 
Poftefiion  of  the  Kingdom,  or  at  leaf!  have; 
oblig’d  the  French  to  accept  of  fuch  Condi¬ 
tions  as  he  fhould  offer  them,  He  after- 
y/ards  fent  the  Dauphin  a  Challenge  to  meet 
him  at  the  Head  of  his  Troops,  but  fuch  was 
the  Caution  of  that  Prince  and  his  Council, 
that  norhing  could  induce  them  to  march  out 
of  the  Walls  of  Paris:  They  remember’d 
how  fatal  a  general  Bartel  had  been  to  their 
late  King  as  well  as  King  John ,  even  when 
the  Englijh  Troops  were  not  near  fo  numerous 
as  at  prefent.  On  the  other  hand,  the  King 
of  England  confidering  the  vaft  extent  of  Pa¬ 
rly ,  that  it  was  defended  by  the  Dauphin  and 
the  principal  Nobility  of  France ,  who  had  an 
Army  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  Men  within 
the  Walls,  betides  the  numerous  Inhabitants 
who  had  brought  all  the  Corn  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  to  that  City,  and  furnifh’d  it  with 
Provifions  of  all  kind  for  a  confiderable  time  : 
And  there  being  yet  no  Forage  upon  the 
Ground  to  fubfift  an  Army,  upon  fome,  o f 
all,  of  thefe  Confiderations,  probably.  King 
Edward  look’d  upon  the  Siege  of  Paris  to  be 
impracticable  at  this  time,  and  therefore  de- 
The  King  termin’d  to  march  into  Bretagne  among  his 
marches  Friends,  where  he  might  fubfift  his  Army, 
towards  that  patchy  not  having  been  harrafs’d  like 
ret  ague.  ^  rep.  0f  prance  0f  ]ate  Years,  propofing 

to  have  return’d  towards  Paris  again  when 
there  fhould  be  more  Forage  upon  the  Ground 
' j  ~  and 
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and  the  Partffens  Scores  were  exhaufted.  But  J-D.  1366' 
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it  Teems  pretty  evident,  from  King  Edward’s' 
making  no  Aflault  upon  Rheims ,  Paris ,  or 
any  other  ftrong  Place  in  the  Kingdom,  that 
he  had  not  yet  any  great  Guns  in  his  Army, 
to  make  Breaches,  for  the  Walls  and  Towers 
of  thqfe  antique  Fortreftes,  were  built  To  high, 
and  had  To  little  Subftance  in  them,  that  half 
a  Dozen  Field-Pieces  would  have  demplifh’d 
the  ftrongeft  of  them  •,  and  if  King  Edward 
had  no  great  Guns  at  this  time,  it  is  not  like¬ 
ly  he  made  ufe  of  them  feveral  Years  before, 
either  at  the  Battel  of  Crejfy  or  the  Siege  of 
Calais ,  as  fome  Hiftorians  have  afierted. 

But  to  return.  The  Dauphin  and  the  French 
Nobility  obferving  that  King  Edward  had 
found  means  to  preferve  his  Army  almoft  en¬ 
tire  during  the  Winter,  and  that  the  Sum¬ 
mer  was  now  coming  on,  when  thev  mull  ex- 
pe£t  to  fee  all  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth  either 
devour’d  or  deftroy’d  again,  by  their  Ene¬ 
mies,  made  the  King  of  England  fome  Over-  The  pau„ 
tures  of  Peace  by  the  Cardinal  de  Langres ,  phin  offers 
who  attended  his  Army  till  he  came  near  Terms  of 
Chartres.  The  King  however  gave  very  lit-  peace* 
tie  Attention  to  the  Cardinal’s  Propofals,  ’tis 
faid,  ’till  he  had  hrought  over  the  Duke  of 
Lane  after  to  his  Party,  who  reprefen  ted  to  the 
King,  that  while  he  remain’d  in  this  manner 
deftroying  the  Kingdom  of  France ,  his  own 
Dominions  were  fo  exhaufted  by  the  Taxes 
impos’d  on  them,  that  they  were  not  in  a 
much  better  Condition  than  their  Enemies  ; 
and  that  as  the  French  appear’d  to  be  more 
united  than  ever  in  the  Defence  of  their  Coun¬ 
try,  -and  not  a  Tingle  Province  had  yet  offer’d 
to  fubmit  to  him,  he  fhould  confider  how  un¬ 
certain  tjie  Change  of  War  was,  and  that  either 

the 
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J.D.  1360  the  lofs  of  a  Battle,  or  a  Mortality  amongft 
— ~~  his  Troops  might  entirely  alter  the  Face  of 
Xhings,  and  even  hazard  the  Lofs  of  his  own 
The  King  Kingdom.  The  King,  ’tis  faid,  mov’d  either 
consents  to  by  thefe  or  the  like  Confiderations,  was  con- 
treat.  tented  to  enter  into  a  Treaty  with  Commif- 
fioners  from  the  Dauphin,  and  induc’d  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  fome  of  thofe  Provinces,  which  had 
been  forcibly  or  fraudulently  taken  from  the 
Kings  of  England  his  Predecefibrs,  and  to 
drop  his  Pretenfions  to  the  whole  Monarchy 
of  France.  But  tho’  it  is  agreed,  the  King 
already  appear’d  difpofed  to  put  an  end  to 
the  Miferies  of  the  French  Nation,  yet  the 
generality  of  our  Hiftorians  feem  to  be  of 
Opinion,  there  was  fomething  of  the  Hand 
of  Heaven  in  the  Cafe,  which  if  it  did  not 
give  Birth  to  King  Edward’s  Conceffions,  at 
leaf!  haften’d  the  Conclufion  of  a  Peace  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Crowns.  They  relate  that  on 
A  Storm  of  the  28th  of  April ,  1360,  there  happen’d  the 
Lightning  moft  terrible  Temped:  of  Thunder,  Light- 
°ys  ning,  and  Hail  that  ever  was  known,  by 
King  Ed-  which  near  a  thoufand  Men  and  fix  thoufand 
ward's  Horfes  belonging  to  the  Englijh  Army  were 
AnBy-  deftroy’d,  and  among  the  Men,  the  Lord  Ro¬ 
bert  Morley ,  and  the  Lord  Guy  Beauchamp , 
eldeft  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  were  kill’d 
out-right,  and  the  whole  Army  were  put  in¬ 
to  the  utmoft  Confternation.  They  had  mod: 
of  them  feen  Death  in  very  dreadful  Shapes, 
but  to  find  a  thoufand  of  their  Fellows  de¬ 
ftroy’d  by  Lightning  and  Hail  in  an  Inftant, 
fhock’d  the  bolded:  of  them  ;  King  Edward 
himfelf,  ’tis  faid,  was  fo  terrify’d,  that  fal¬ 
ling  on  his  Knees,  and  turning  his  Face  to¬ 
wards  the  great  Church  of  Chartres ,  he  made 
a  folemn  Vow  to  conclude  a  Peace  forthwith* 

and 
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and  accordingly  order’d  his  Commiffioners  to  A.D.1360 
meet  thofe  of  the  Dauphin,  at  a  Village  near  " — ~ 
Chartres  call’d  Bretigny >,  where  within  the 
Space  of  a  Week,  Articles  of  the  following  Articles  of 
Tenor  were  agreed  on  between  the  two  Na-  Peace 

tions.  agreed  on 

It  was  agreed,  that  the  King  of  England 
and  his  Succeffors  Ihould  enjoy  all  Guienne 
and  Gafcogny ,  as  well  what  he  was  pofiefs’d  of, 
as  what  was  in  the  Hands  of  the  French. 

That  he  lhould  enjoy  alfo  Poi fliers,  the 
Earldom  of  Poiflou,  and  the  Fiefs  of  Thonars 
and  Belleville,  Xaintes  and  Xaintonge,  Agert 
and  Agenois ,  Perigueux  and  Limofin ,  Cahors 
and  Quercy,  Farbe  and  the  Country  ot  Bigorre i 
the  Earldom  of  Gaur,  Angoulefme  and  Angou- 
mois,  Rhodes  and  Rovergne. 

And  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Lords  whofe 
Lands  lay  within  the  faid  Territories,  fhould 
do  Homage  to  the  King  of  England  for 
them. 

.  That  the  King  of  England  alfo  Ihould  en¬ 
joy  Montrevil  and  its  Territories  ;  the  Earl¬ 
dom  of  Ponthieu  and  its  Dependances ;  the 
Town  and  Caftle  of  Calais  with  its  Territory, 
and  the  Lordihips  of  Merch,  Sangate ,  Cou- 
loigne.  Hones,  Wall,  and  Oye  ;  the  City  and 
Earldom  of  Guifnes,  and  all  the  Elands  ad¬ 
jacent  to  thefe  Countries ;  to  which  the  King 
of  France  agreed  to  renounce  all  Pretenfions 
of  Right  and  Sovereignty. 

.  Tiiat  the  King  of  France  and  the  Dauphin 
his  eldeft  Son,  Ihould  command  all  Prelates, 

Earls,  Vifcounts,  Barons,  and  Vaflals  with¬ 
in  thofe  Territories  and  Diftri&s,  to  obey  the 
King  of  England  as  they  had  obey’d  the  Kino-s 
of  France ,  and  releafe  them  of  their  Ho¬ 
mages, 
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A.D  1360  mages,  Obligations*  and  Oaths,  performed 
by  any  of  them  to  the  Kings  of  France. 

To  hold  the  faid  Territories,  '&c.  to  the 
King  of  England ,  his  Heirs  and  Succeffors 
for  ever,  in  like  manner  as  the  Kings  of 
France  held  them  ;  and  that  the  King  of 
France  and  the  Dauphin  his  eldeft  Son,  fhould 
within  a  Year  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael , 
than  next  coming,  transferr  their  Right  and 
Sovereignty  over  the  faid  Places,  unto  the 
King  of  England ,  and  his  Succeffors,  and 
that  the  Subjects  of  the  faid  Dominions  and 
Territories,  fhould  pay  no  Homage,  Obe¬ 
dience,  Refort,  or  Subjection  td  the  Crown 
of  France  for  the  future. 

That  the  King  of  England  and  the  Prince 
his  eldeft  Son,  fhould  renounce  their  Right  td 
every  thing  in  France ,  not  transferr’d  to  the 
Crown  of  England ,  by  this  Treaty,  particu¬ 
larly  their  Right  to  the  Crown  of  France ,  to 
the  Dutchies  of  Normandy  and  Fouraine ,  and 
the  Earldoms  of  Anjou  and  Maine  the  Ho¬ 
mage  and  Sovereignty  of  Bretagne ,  and  of 
the  Earldom  of  Flanders  •,  and  the  two  Kings 
fhould  make  their  refpedlive  Renunciations 
upon  a  certain  Day,  to  be  agreed  on  between 
them  at  Calais. 

That  the  King  of  England  fhould  caufe  the 
King  of  France  to  be  tranfported  to  Calais , 
within  three  Weeks  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  John 
Baptift ,  then  next  following. 

That  the  King  of  France  fhould  pay  to  the 
King  of  England  3000000  of  Gold  Crowns,- 
( amounting  to  about  500000  /.  Sterl.)  viz. 
600000  Crowns  at  Calais ,  four  Months  after 
the  French  King’s  Arrival  there,  and  400000 
every  Year  afterwards,  till  the  whole  three' 
Millions' fhould  be  paid. 

That- 
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That  the  King  of  France  having  made  the  A.D.  1360 
ftrft  Payment,'  deliver’d  the  underwritten  Ho-  ^  \  Vd  ' 
Rages,  and  furrenderkl  Rochelle  and  the  Earl- 
dom  of  Guifnes  irfto  the  Hands  of  the  King 
of  England ,  he  fnould  be  fet  at  Liberty. 

The  Names  of  the  Hoftages,  v/ere  Levels 
Earl  of  Anjou ,  and  John  Earl  of  Poiciiers, 
both  Sons  to  King  John  i  Philip  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans,  Brother  to  King  John  ;  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon ,  the  Earl  of  Blois,  or  his  Brother  ■,  the 
Earl  of  Alenfon ,  or  Peter  his  Brother  ;  the 
Earl  of  St.  PoU  the  Earl  of  Har court,  the 
Earl  of  Porthien ,  the  Earl  of  Valentinois , 
the  Earl  of  Brenne,  the  Earl  of  Vaudemont $ 
the  Earl  of  Forex.  ■,  the  Vifcount  of  Beaumont  5 
the  Lord  Coucy ,  the  Lord  of  Fiennes,  the 
Lord  of  Preaux ,  the  Lord  of  St.  Ve nant,  the 
Lord  of  Garentieries  ;  the  Dauphin  of  Au¬ 
vergne  ;  the  Lord  of  Hanged,  the  Lord  of 
Montmorency ,  the  Lord  PFilliam  of  Craon, 
the  Lord  Lewis  of  Har court ,  the  Lord  John 
de  Ligny;  The  Prifoners  who  were  to  be  Ho¬ 
ftages,  were,  Philip  of  France,  who  was  after¬ 
wards  Duke  of  Burgundy,  King  John’s,  Son  j 
the  Earl  of  Eit ,  the  Earl  of  Longueville,  the 
Earl  of  Ponthieu ,  the  Earl  of  F ancarville, 
the  Earl  of  Joigny ,  the  Earl  of  Sancerre,  the 
Earl  of  Dammar  tin,  the  Earl  of  Ventadour , 
the  Earl  of  Salbfuch ,  the  Earl  of  Ancceurs * 
the  Earl  of  Vendome  •,  the  Lord  Craon ,  the 
Lord  Deval-,  the  Marfhal  of  Denham,  and 
tire  Lord  d'Aubignyt 

That  the  fixteen  Prifoners  who  are  to  b‘e 
Hoftages,  fhall  no  longer  be  deem’d  Prifo¬ 
ners,  but  be  difeharg’d  without  Ranfom,  un- 
lefs  they  have  already  agreed  to  pay  their 
Ranfoms.  And  if  any  Hoftages  fhall  leave 
England  without  a  Licenfe,  King  John  fhall 
Vo  l<  XVII,  H  h  h  be 
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J.D.  1360  be  oblig’d  to  fend  others  of  equal  Dignity. 

~  ~T7  And  that  the  King  of  France ,  when  he  fhall 

be  fet  at  Liberty  at  Calais ,  fhall  have  the 
Liberty  of  taking  ten  of  the  Hoftages  with 
him,  fuch  as  both  Kings  fhall  agree  upon. 
And  within  three  Months  after  the  Departure 
of  the  King  of  France  from  Calais ,  he  fhall 
deliver  to  the  King  of  England  two  of  the 
moft  fubftantial  Burghers  of  Paris ,  and  two 
of  every  one  of  the  under-written  Towns,  viz. 
From  Roan ,  St.  Omer ,  Arras ,  Amiens ,  Beau¬ 
vais^  Ulfle ,  Poway ,  Tournay ,  Rheims ,  Cha¬ 
lons ,  Troyes ,  Chartres ,  Touloufe ,  Lyons,  Or¬ 
leans,  Corny  eigne,  Caen,  Tours  and  Bourges. 
And  it  was  agreed,  That  the  King  of  France 
fhould  flay  at  Calais  four  Months,  the  firfl 
at  the  Charges  of  the  King  of  England ,  and 
the  three  latter  at  his  own  Charges :  And  that 
within  a  Year  after  his  Departure  from  Ca¬ 
lais,  he  fhould  reftore  Earl  Montfort  his  Lands. 
And  as  to  theDifpute  between  the  Lord  Charles 
de  Blois  and  the  faid  Earl  Montfort,  about 
the  Dutchy  of  Bretagne ,  the  two  Kings  fhould 
endeavour  to  fettle  it ;  but  if  they  could  not, 
the  Parties  and  their  refpedtive  Friends  fhould 
be  at  Liberty  to  make  good  their  feveral 
Claims. 

That  the  French  King  fhould  reftore  to  the 
King  of  Navarre  all  his  Territories  and 
Lands  in  the  Kingdom  of  France. 

That  the  King  of  England  might  difpofe  of 
the  Lands  belonging  to  the  late  Lord  Godfrey 
Harcourt. 

That  all  Lands  co.nfifcated  fince  the  War 
fhall  be  reftor’d  to  the  Owners,  and  the  ba- 
nifh’d  recall’d,  except  the  Lords  Fronfac  and 
Galhard. 


That 
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That  the  French  King  fhall  deliver  up  to  A.D.  1360 
the  King  of  England ,  all  the  Lands  he  is  to  A  „  ^ 

enjoy  by  this  Treaty,  within  a  Year  after  his 
Departure  from  Calais ;  and  that  the  King  of 
England  thereupon  fhall  put  King  John  in 
PolfeiTion  of  all  he  has  agreed  to  transfer  to 
him. 

That  the  King  of  France  fhall  renounce  all 
Alliances  with  the  Scots ,  and  not  affift  them 
againft  England :  and  the  King  of  England 
promifes  not  to  affift  the  Flemmings  againft 
France.  The  two  Kings  agree  to  confirm  the 
prefent  Treaty  by  Charters  or  Letters  Patent 
under  their  refpedtive  Great  Seals,  by  their 
Oaths,  and  by  the  Oaths  of  all  the  Princes  of 
their  Blood,  and  twenty  Lords  of  each  King¬ 
dom.  That  the  Treaty  be  fworn  to  by  both 
Kings  at  Calais ,  and  within  a  Month  after 
the  French  King’s  Departure  from  thence, 
the  Letters  Patents  for  confirming  the  faid 
Treaty  fhall  be  exchang’d. 

This  Treaty  was  concluded  at  the  Village 
of  Bretigny  near  Chartres  on  the  8  th  of  May\ 
and  fworn  to  by  the  Prince  of  W ales  on  the 
part  of  England ,  and  by  the  Dauphin  on  the 
part  of  France.  Whereupon  King  Edward 
march’d  with  his  Army  towards  Calais ,  where 
he  embark’d  them  for  England ,  the  King 
himfelf  going  on  board  at  Barfieur ,  and  land¬ 
ing  at  Rye  in  Kent  the  1 8  th  of  May. 

In  this  Expedition  to  France  were  loft  a  Great 
great  many  Officers  and  Soldiers,  tho’  there  Lords  who 
was  very  little  fighting,  and  fome  of  them 
Men  of  Figure,  particularly  Roger  Mortimer  onvjo  1 
Earl  of  March ,  John  Vere  Earl  of  Oxford  and  France. 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England ,  William 
Bohun  Earl  of  Northampton  and  Lord  High 
Conftable  of  England ,  Sir  John  Beauchamp , 
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Son  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  Lord  War¬ 
den  of  the  Cinque  Ports ,  the  Lord  Thomas 
Holland ,  the  Lord  Robert  Morley ,  and  the 
Lord  Guy  Beauchamp ,  who  periflftd  in  the 
Tempeft  near  Chartres.  It  is  highly  proba¬ 
ble  therefore  that  King  Edvard's  Ardour  was 
pretty  much  abated  •,  he  was  perfectly  weary 
of  the  War,  or  he  bad  never  granted  the 
French  luch  advantageous  Conditions,  leaving 
them  in  Poffeftion  of  Normandy ,  Anjou,  &c. 
of  which  his  Anceftors  had  been  unjuftly  de¬ 
priv’d,  and  which  lay  more  convenient  than 
any  other  of  the  Provinces  he  referv’d,  to 
preferve  a  Communication  with  England,  ex¬ 
cept  Calais  and  the  Country  about  it  :  The 
only  Equivalent  for  which  was  the  French 
King’s  relinquifhing  his  Sovereignty  over  the 
Englijh  Territories  in  France,  whereby  the 
King  of  England  became  independant  of  that 
Crown.  And  now  were  the  EngliJJj  to  have 
made  an  Eftimate  of  their  Profits  and  Lofies 
in  this  tedious  and  expenftve  War,  I  doubt  the 
Balance  would  have  been  found  very  much  a- 
gainft  them,  notwithftanding  they  met  with  a 
long  Series  of  Succefs ;  which  fhould  make  us 
very  cautious  how  we  enter  into  a  War  upon 
the  Continent.  Our  Bufinefs  is  with  the  Sea  : 
We  can’t  encourage  Navigation  too  much,  or 
render  the  Royal  Navy  too  formidable  ;  but 
we  never  fail  to  burn  our  Fingers  when  we 
engage  in  a  War  by  Land,  and  are  therefore 
much  better  without  Foreign  Dominions  in 
Europe  than  with  them  ;  they  only  engage  us 
in  perpetual  Quarrels,  to  the  Ruin  of  our 
Trade  and  Impoverishment  of  the  Kingdom, 
as  we  find  thefe  very  Provinces  did  before  the 
end  of  this  Reign,  when  we  loft  more  than  ever 
we  acquir’d,  and  beggar’d  the  Nation  in  the 
Contention.  But 
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But  to  return,  King  John ,  in  puriu-  .1360 
ance  of  the  late  Treaty,  was  conducted  over  "  ~ 

to  Calais  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke 
of  Lancafier ,  and  arriving  there  on  the  ninth  The 
of  July ,  had  an  Apartment  affign’d  him  in  the  Treaty 
Cattle,  where  he  continu’d  fome  time  before  ext^ed 
King  Edward  came  over,  the  French  finding  at  a 
a  great  deal  of  Difficulty  in  railing  the  Money 
agreed  on  for  the  firft  Payment  of  the  Ran- 
fom,  till  when  the  Execution  of  all  the  reft 
of  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty  were  to  be 
fufpended  ;  and  at  laft,  ’tis  laid,  King  John. 
was  oblig’d  to  borrow  good  part  of  it  of 
John  Galeas ,  Prince  of  Milan ,  and  promife 
him  one  of  his  Daughters  in  Marriage  before 
Galeas  would  accommodate  him  with  it.  PIow- 
ever,  a  confiderable  Sum  being  at  length  rais’d 
by  one  means  or  other,  the  King  of  England 
came  over  to  Calais  the  9th  of  October ,  and 
on  the  24th  of  the  fame  Month  the  Peace  was 
fworn  to  by  both  Kings  in  the  Church  of 
St.  Nicholas ,  and  by  federal  of  the  principal 
Nobility  of  each  Kingdom.  Ther)  the  Sum 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  were  paid 
to  King  Edward ,  and  the  Hoftages  agreed  on 
deliver’d  him  •,  whereupon  he  gave  King  John 
a  further  time  for  the  raffing  the  other 
200,060  Crowns  which  ff ill  remain’d  in  Ar-  . 
rear  of  the  firft  Payment,  and  the  Charters, 
containing  their  refpeftive  Renunciations  and 
Confirmations  of  the  late  Treaty,  were  inter¬ 
changeably  executed,  with  feveral  other  Char¬ 
ters  for  explaining  and  enforcing  the  faid 
Treaty  of  Peace  at  the  fame  time,  to  which 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Dauphin  were 
Parties.  At  the  Conclufion  whereof  the  King 
of  England  invited  the  French  King  to  an  En¬ 
tertainment  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Caftle  of 
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Calais ,  where  they  were  ferv’d  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales  and  his  three  Brothers  in  the  utmoft 
Splendor.  King  John  being  now  at  perfect 
Liberty,  fet  out  the  next  Morning  from  Ca¬ 
lais  for  his  own  Dominions,  with  ten  of  the 
Hoftages,  ( and  among  them  his  Son  Philip ) 
whom  King  Edward  had  agreed  to  releafe  on 
the  making  the  firft  Payment  of  the  Ranfom. 
The  King  of  England ,  with  his  four  Sons  and 
the  reft  of  the  Hoftages  embark’d  for  Eng¬ 
land^  and  landed  at  Dover  the  firft  of  November, 
from  whence  the  King  went  to  Canterbury , 
and  paid  his  Devotions  at  the  Shrine  of 
St.  ‘Thomas  of  Becket,  making  many  rich  Of¬ 
ferings  to  that  Saint,  on  Account  of  the  Con- 
clufion  of  this  Peace. 

It  is  obfervable  that  as  the  King  relinquifh’d 
his  Title  to  the  Crown  of  France ,  fo  he  al¬ 
ter’d  his  Stile  again  at  this  time,  being  from 
henceforth  in  his  Writings  ftil’d,  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  Lord  of  Ireland  and  Aquitaine-,  which 
Province  of  Aquitaine,  with  the  Territories 
Yielded  up  by  the  late  Peace,  extended  from 
the  River  Loire  to  the  Pyrenean  Mountains 
that  divide  France  from  Spain,  being  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  Miles  in  length  from 
North  to  South,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  in 
Breadth,  for  the  moft  part  from  Eaft  to 
Weft. 

The  King  foon  after  his  return  from  France, 
ifiu’d  out  Writs  for  afiembling  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  on  the  24th  of  January,  to  whom  he 
communicated  the  Articles  of  Peace.  And 
here  the  feveral  Englifh  Lords,  who  had  not 
already  fworn  to  keep  it,  took  their  Oaths  to 
fee  it  duely  obferv’d  ;  as  did  the  Lords  of 
France  about  the  fame  time  at  Paris,  and  it 
was  alfo  ratify’d  by  the  Pope.  But  notwith- 
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ftanding  all  thefe  Precautions,  it  being  with  A-D.  1361 
great  Reluctance  that  the  People  of  Foidiou,  - 

and  the  reft  of  the  Provinces  yielded  to  Eng- 
land  by  the  late  Treaty  lubmitted  to  King  The  Trench 
Edward ,  it  might  have  been  forefeen  that  fabmit 
the  Peace  would  not  be  of  any  long  duration  •,  ,wdh  Re' 
however  the  Nobility  all  paid  their  Homage,  ^2° 
and  fwore  Fealty  to  the  King  of  England , 
before  the  Lord  John  Chandois ,  who  was 
made  the  King’s  Lieutenant  on  that  fide. 

But  the  Miferies  of  France  were  not  yet  en-  The  dif- 
tirely  ceas’d,  for  the  difbanded  Troops  join-  banded 
ing  with  thofe  ftil’d  Companions ,  and  forming  TrooPs 
a  Body  of  16000  old  Soldiers,  of  whom  Sir 
John  Hawkwood ,  an  Englijh  Outlaw,  became 
the  General,  over-run  the  whole  Kingdom, 
but  chiefly  Champaign  and  Burgundy ,  and 
from  thence  march’d  Southward  to  the  City 
of  Lyons ,  near  which  Place  they  gave  Battel 
to  the  Lord  John  of  Bourbon ,  whom  the  Go¬ 
vernment  had  fent  with  an  Army  to  put  a 
Stop  to  their  Ravages.  In  this  Battel  the 
Lord  Bourbon  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
his  Forces  defeated.  Nor  could  the  French 
Court  at  that  time  raife  another  Army  fuffi- 
cient  to  oppofe  them.  Whereupon  the  Com¬ 
panions ,  as  they  were  call’d,  march’d  forwards 
towards  Avignon ,  and  put  the  Pope  in  a  terrL  They  put 
bleFright  •,  but  his  Holinefs,  partly  by  furni-  the  Pope 
fhing  them  with  Employment  in  Italy ,  where  in  a  Sreat 
he  perfuaded  the  Marquifs  of  Mmtferrat, 
then  at  War  with  Milan,  to  take  them  into  them  to  -o 
his  Pay,  and  partly  by  his  Treafure,  which  to  Italy J 
he  diftributed  very  liberally  among  thefe 
honeft  People,  got  rid  of  them  for  this  time, 
and  fent  them  beyond  th tAlps\  tho’  it  appears, 
that  many  of  them  return’d  again  to  France 
not  long  after  •,  and  before  they  would  leave 

the 
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the  Pope’s  Territories  at  Avignon,  they  oblig’d 
his  Holinefs  to.  grant  them  a  Pardon  ab  omtii 
p.cBm  tT  culpa ,  lor  all  the  Murder  and  Rapine 
they  had  committed. . 

Both  France  and  England  alfo  were  again 
a®i£tecl  with  the  Plague  this  Year,  preceded 
by  Storms  and  a  long  Droughty  which  occa- 
fion’d  a  great  Scarcity,  but  it  did  not  prove 
fo  mortal  in  England^ as  the  laft  •,  however  it 
was  obferv’d,  that  more  Men  of  Figure  died 
than  in  the  former,  and  among  them  Henry 
Plantagenet ,  commonly  call’d.  EH  good  Duke 
of  Lanca/ler,  a  Nobleman  who  had  long  lerv’d 
his  Country  with  Succefs,  and  was  deicended 
from  Edmund ,  fir  nam’d  Crouchback,  the  fe- 
cond  Son  of  King  Henry  III. 

About  this  time  Prince  Edward,  Fil’d  The 
Black  Prince ,  married  the  Lady  Joanna ,  the 
Daughter  of  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent,  (Brother 
to  King  Edward  II.)  beheaded  in  the  begins 
ning  of  this  Reign  by  the  Contrivance  of 
Mortimer  \  fhe  had  been  twice  married,  firft 
to  the  Earl  of  SaUJhury ,  and  afterwards 
to  the  Lord  Holland,  whofe  Widow  fhe  was, 
and  ufually  call’d,  The  Fair  Countefs  of  Kent, 
a  celebrated  Beauty. 

The. War  being. now.  at  an  end,  the  King 
reftor’d  the  Prior’s  Aliens  their  Lands,  the 
Revenues  whereof  lie  had  for  three  and  twen¬ 
ty  Years  appropriated  to  his  own  Ufe. 

The  Prince  o i  Wales  -  was  on  -the  19  th  of 
July  Gonftituted  Prince  of  Aquitaine ,  and  of 
all  the  Provinces  in  France  belonging  to  the 
Crown  of  England ,  now  ereffed  into  a  Prin¬ 
cipality,  and  for  which  he  did  Homage  to 
King  Edward  his  Father*  being  to  pay  the 
King  and  his  Succefibrs  Annually  an  Ounce' 
of  Gold,  as  an  Acknowledgment  ol  ks  De- 
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pendance  on  that  Crown.  And  the  Prince 
and  his  Family  were  order’d  to  refide  at  Bour- 
deaux ,  the  Capital  of  Gniehne ,  •  as  the  moft 
likely  means  to  reconcile  the  French  to  the 
Government  of  the  Englifo  •,  accordingly  the 
Prince  embark’d  for  France  the  February  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  landed  at  Rochelle.  But  before 
he  left  England ,  the  King  held  a  Parliament,' 
which  met  the  13th  of  October,  wherein  it  wasf 
thought  fit  to  fettle  the  Staple  of  Wool  at 
Calais :  fonie  SumptuaryLaws  alio  were  enact¬ 
ed,  prohibiting  Perfons  who  were  not  worth 
ten  Pounds  -per  Ann.  to  wear  Rings,  or  other 
Ornaments  of  Silver,  or  to  have  Plate  in  their 
Houfes,  and  thofe  who  had  not  ah  hundred 
Pounds  per  Ann.  Were  prohibited  the  having 
Garments  of  Silk  of  Fur.  But  our  Hiftori- 
ans  feem  to  be  miftaken  in  the  time  this  Law 
was  made*  for  in  the  Statute  Book  we  find  it 
the  following  Year.  The  13  th  of  November 
being  the  King’s  Birth-day,  when  he  enter’d 
into  the  fiftieth  Year  of  his  Age,  he  propos’d 
to' make  it  a  kind  of  Jubilee  Year,  by  grant¬ 
ing  a  Pardon  for  all  manner  of  Offences,  High 
Tfeafon  not  excepted.  At  the  fame  time  he 
advanc’d  his  fecond  Son  Lionel  to  the  Dignity 
of  a  Duke,  by  the  Stile  and  Title  of  Duke  of 
Clarence ,  or  Clare  in  Ireland ,  of  which  he  was 
already  Earl,  in  Right  of  his  Wife  Elizabeth 4 
Daughter  and  Heirefs  of  Gilbert  late  Earl  of 
Clare:  And  Prince  John,  ufuaily  call’d  John 
of  Gaunt ,  was  made  Duke  of  Lancafter ,  ha¬ 
ving  married  Blanch ,  the  Daughter  and  Heir¬ 
efs  of  the  late  Duke  •,  he  was  at  the  fame  time 
conftituted  High-Steward  of  England  :  And 
Prince  Edmund  the  fourth  Son  was-  made  Earl 
of  Cambridge . 
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A.D.  1362  In  this  Parliament  it  was  enacted,  that  all 
Pleadings  at  the  Bar  fhould  be  in  Englijh , 


Pleadings 
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be  in  Evg- 
UJb. 


which  were  in  French  or  the  old  Norman  Dia- 
~  "  left  before,  and  that  the  written  Pleadings 
and  Records  fhould  be  in  Latin  •,  at  ieait  this 
was  the  Praftice  afterwards,  and  thus  we  find 
it  in  the  printed  Statute,  tho’  it  is  fuggefted 
by  fome,  that  the  Defign  of  the  Parliament 
was,  that  the  written  Pleadings  alfo  fhould  be 
in  Englijh^  and  there  is  a  Record  ftill  extant 
which  favours  that  Opinion.  By  a  late  Aft 
the  written  Pleadings  are  appointed  alfo  to  be 
in  Englijh  at  Lady-day  next,  which  it  is  ob~ 
ferv’d  the  Lawyers  of  this  Age  grumble  at : 
Whether  they  will  have  the  Addrefs  to  defeat 
the  Intent  of  this  Aft  as  their  Predeceffors  did 
the  former,  a  few  Months  will  difcover.  The 
King  obtain’d  a  Grant  of  26  Shillings  and  8 
Pence  on  every  Pack  of  Wool  this  Seffions, 
befides  a  Subfidy  on  Wools,  Woolfels  and 
Skins,  upon  Condition  it  fhould  not  be  made 
a  Precedent. 

j'D.  1363  -  The -King  allow’d  his  Hoftages  abundance 
of  Liberty,  particularly  the  chief  of  them. 


Elcape  to 

Paris. 


A.  37 EJ. 2  The  Dukes  of  Orleans ,  Anjou ,  Berry  and 

TheDuke Bourbon,  permitting  them  to  refide  at  Calais , 
of  Anjou  and  ride  into  the  Country  by  Turns  :  The 
makes  his  j)uke  of  Anjou  made  an  ill  Ufe  of  the  Favour, 
and  had  fo  little  Honour  as  to  ride  away  to 
Paris. 

The  King  of  Cyprus  having  vifited  moft 
of  the  Courts  in  Europe ,  to  perfuade  them  to 
undertake  a  Crufade,  and  march  with  their 
Armies  to  the  Defence  of  the  Holy  Land ,  came 
with  the  King  of  Denmark  to  England  on  the 
fame  Errand.  The  French  King  and  the 
King  of  Denmark  had  bodi  undertaken  to 
enter  upon  this  Crufade  b  but  the  Emperor 
.octu  and 
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and  theKing  of  England  repreferited,  that  they  13-63. 
did  not  think  Religion  ought  to  be  propa-  j  ^ 
gated  by  the  Sword  :  That  it  could  not  be 
pleafing  to  God  to  endeavour  the  Recovery  The  King 
of  Palaftine  at  the  Expence  of  fo  much  Chri-  rcr.Jles  t0, 
ftian  Blood  as  it  had  coft  already  :  Nor  did  ^e^ru.e 
they  think  it  the  Duty  of  Chriftian  Princes  to  fade, 
leave  the  Government  of  their  own  Subjects, 
and  enter  into  difcant  Wars  that  very  little 
concern’d  them  :  That  if  any  Chriftian  Prince 
was  attack’d  by  the  Infidels,  it  was  the  In- 
tereft  of  his  Neighbours  to  unite  the  Powers 
againft  the  common  Enemy  •,  but  this  was 
not  to  be  expe&ed  from  a  King  that  lay  fo 
remote  from  the  Scene  of  Adlion  as  the  King 
of  England  did,  who  might  hazard  the  Tran¬ 
quility  of  his  own  Dominions  by  undertaking 
fo  long  a  Voyage.  However,  both  the  Em¬ 
peror  and  the  King  of  England  promis’d  to 
advance  confiderable  Sums  to  enable  the  Chri-* 
ftians  of  the  Eaft  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
the  Saracens. 

At  a  Parliament  that  affembled  the  Week 
after  St.  Michael ,  we  find  the  Commons  pe¬ 
titioning  againft  the  Exportation  of  Corn  and 
Other  Provifions  on  Account  of  the  great 


Scarcity ;  they  petition’d  alfo  agairft  the  Ex¬ 
portation  of  Woollen  Cloaths,  for  what  Rea- 
fon  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  at  this  Day.  I  find 
they  infilled  alfo  that  they  might  appoint  the 
Juftices  of  Peace  in  every  County  ;  to  which 
the  King  condefcended  fo  far  as  to  Anfwer, 
That  if  the  Commons  nominated  able  Men, 
he  would  ele£t  fuch  of  them  as  he  faw  fit. 

The  Church  having  enjoin’d  fo  many  Ho¬ 
lidays  at  this  time  that  the  Hufbandmen  had 
not  an  Opportunity  of  cultivating  their  Fields 
and  fetting  their  Crops,  which  was  look’d 
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upon  as  one  Occafioq  of  the  late  Famine,  the 
Convocation  Thought  fit  to  leflen  the  Number 
of  thofe  Days*  or  at  lealt  to  allow  Labourers 
to  work  upon  them. 

As  France  was  infefted  with  Armies  of 
Robbers  form’d  out  of  the  difbanded  Forces, 
&  England  was  not  entirely  free  from  them. 
They  did  not  rob  in  fo  large  Bodies  indeed  as 
on  the  other  fide  the  Water,  but  render’d 
both  Roads  anqDwelling-houfes  very  unfafe  ; 
an-d  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to 
plunder  the  Churches  and  Monafteries,  and 
carry,  off  the  rich  Shrines  and  Plate.  The 
King  of  Cyprus ,  who  vifited  feveral  parts  of 
England  during  his  Refidence  here,  was  met 
with  by  fome  of  this  banditti,  ftripp’d  and 
robb’d,  notwithftanding  he  ufually  travell’d 
with  a  pretty  large  Retipue, 

The  great  Scarcity  already  mention’d,  was 
occafiorfd,  it  feems,  by  q  hard  Froft,  which, 
according  to  fome  Writers,  lafted  from  Sep¬ 
tember  (but  more  probably  from  December )  to 
the  middle  og  April  following,  which  deflroy’d 
almoft  all  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  This  Year 
alfo  was  remarkable  for  the  E>eath  of  Edward 
Balia!,  who  fo  long  difputed  the  Right  to  the 
Crown  of  Scotland  with  David  Bruce.  Since 
his.Refignation.  of  that.;  Crown,  to  King  Ed¬ 
ward, he  had  liv’d  ,  like  a  private  Gentleman 
in  tke  North  of  .England.,  following  his  Rural 
Sports.  He  died  at  Donc/ifier  in  farkjhire , 
and  leaving  no  Ilfue,  the  Title  of  King  David , 
his  Competitor,  now  became,  unqueftionable, 
the  King  of  England  waving  his  Pretenfions  to 
That  Kingdom,  • 

,  The  French  not  being  able  to  raife  the  Mo- 
2iey,for,  their  King’s  Ranfomat  the  times  ap¬ 
pointed  fpr., the  Payment  of  it  by  the  late 
s  oi  ■  mi  Treaty, 
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Treaty,  King ^7/- propos’d  -the  going  over 
to  England ,  as  well  to  get  the  Days  oh  Pay-  — — 
ment  prolong’d  as  to  endeavour  to  prevail 
with  King  Edward  to  releafe  fomeof  his  Ho-  King fdk, 
ft  ages  :  And  when  his  Council  began  to  repre-  comes  o- 
fent  the  Hazard  he  run  by  putting  hjmlelf  vert0 
into  the  Hands  of-  an  Energy  but  lately  re-  EnZlant!' 
concil’d,  he  anfwepd,  He  knew  the  King  of 
England  robe  a  Prince  of  that  Juftice,  that 
he  had  nothingto  apprehend  on  that  Account, 
and  accordingly  embark’d  for  England,  where 
he  arriv’d  the  beginning  of  January,  carrying 
over  with  him  the  Sum  of  .500,000  Crowns* 
being  a  further  part  of ‘his  Ranfom.  At  his 
Arrival  at  London  he  foupd  David  King  of 
Scats,  who  was  come  thither  on  much  the 
fame  Errand,  namely,  to  procure  fome  A- 
batement,  or  at  leaft  a longer  time  for  the 
Payment  of  his  Ranfom  *,  fuch  a  Confidence 
had  both  thefe  Princes  in. King  Edward’s  Ho¬ 
nour.  -  Nor  was  it  only  their  Bufmcfs  that 
brought  them  hither-.  They  had  contracted 
fuch  an  Intimacy  and  Friendfhip  with  the 
King  of  England ,  who  had  us’d  them  with  an 
unparallell’d  Generofity  during  their  Capti-  - 
vity,  that  it  y/as  rather  Choice 'than  Neceflity  -  -- 
that  brought  them  to  England  at  this  time! 

In  the  Court  of  England  alfo  at  this  time  were 
the  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Cyprus ,  who  came 
hither  to  engage  King  Edward  in  the  Holy 
War,  as  has  been  intimated  already.  - 

While  all  thefe  Sovereign  Princes  refided  in  Alderman 
London ,  Alderman  Picard  had  the  Honour  to  Ptcardc n- 
entertain  them  all.'  at  his  Houfc  at  one  time,  tertains  5 
together  with  the  King  of  England,  his  three 
younger  Sons,  feveral  Princes  of  the  Blood  of 
France ,  who  were  Hoftages,  the  Duke  of 
fiavaria,  and  feveral  other  Noblemen  o.f  Di- 

"  ftindtion. 
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A.D  1364  ftinflion.  They  were  entertain’d  a Ifo  by  fe- 
veral  other  Aldermen,  either  together  or  fe- 
perately,  in  a  moft  magnificent  manner*,  which 
fliews  what  a  Figure  the  Citizens  of  London 
have  made  for  feveral  hundred  Years  paft. 
It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  acquire 
Noblemens  Eftates  by  Traffick,  and  to  fee 
them  encorporated  with  the  Nobility  by  Mar¬ 
riage,  or  the  Favour  of  the  Sovereign. 

How  long  King  John  defign’d  to  have  re¬ 
main’d  in  Esigland  is  uncertain,  but  having 
continu’d  here  about  three  Months,  he  was 
taken  dangeroufly  ill,  and  died  at  the  Palace 
of  the  Savoy  on  the  8th  of  April  1364,  his 
his  Corps  being  afterwards  attended  by  the 
King  of  England  to  the  Sea-fide,  in  order  to 
be  interr’d  in  France.  The  Kings  of  Den¬ 
mark  and  Cyprus,  had  embark’d  for  that  King¬ 
dom  a  little  before,  and  the  King  of  Cyprus 
afterwards  vifited  Edward  the  Black  Prince  in 
Gafcogny ,  where  he  prevail’d  on  feveral  brave 
Knights  and  Men  at  Arms  to  go  with  him  to 
the  Holy  Land ,  and  obtain’d  a  Sum  of  Money 
of  the  Prince  towards  that  Enterprize, 

The  King  In  the  mean  time  the  War  was  renew’d  be- 
01  Navarre  tween  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  French 
WaHvAi'6  King  *n  Normandy ,  and  between  the  Lord 
France.  Charles  de  Blois  and  Lord  Mott  fort  in  Bre¬ 
tagne.  There  were  feveral  Englifo  Voluntiers 
and  Companions  in  the  Service  of  the  King 
of  Navarre ,  whofe  Troops  were  neverthelefs 
defeated  by  the  French  at  the  Battel  of  Co - 
cberel ,  and  their  General  the  Coptal  of  Bufche 
taken  Prifoner.  But  in  the  War  of  Bretagne , 
where  the  King  of  England  openly  and  avow¬ 
edly  fent  Reinforcements  to  the  Affiftance  of 
Montfort ,  his  Son  in  Law,  as  Charles  the 
French  King  did  to  the  Affiftance  of  Charles 

de 
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<U  Blots ,  the  latter  was  defeated  at  the  Battel  4-D.iy 54_ 

of  Auray,  on  Micbadmas-Day,  1364,  and - : — 

kill’d  upon  the  Spot,  and  moft  of  the  Nobi- 
lity  of  Bretagne  in  his  Intereft,  either  taken  or  fc/pT 
cut  in  Pieces  :  Whereupon  the  whole  Pro-  V  i£tory  o- 
vince  loon  after  acknowledg’d  Montfort  to  be  vfx£f?,iu 
Duke  of  Bretagne ,  and  the  two  Kings  of  France.  Montfort 
and  England  agreed  to  eftablifh  him  in  that  acknow- 
Province,  on  Condition  he  fhould  do  Ho-  leJFd 
mage  to  King  Charles  :  and  thus  King  Ed-  £uk^of 
ward  had  the  good  Fortune  to  fee  his  Daugh- 
ter  the  Princefs  Mary  and  her  Huffiand  J~: 
fettled  in  the  quiet  PolTeffion  of  Bretagne.  39^-3 
The  French  King  was  induc’d  to  confenr  to 
this,  leaft  the  W  ar  fhould  be  renew’d  between 
the  two  Crowns,  and  Montfort  fhould  become 
a  VafTal  of  England  ;  and  King  Edward  did 
not  think  fit  to  oppofe  Montfort ’s  doing  Ho¬ 
mage  to  France ,  fince  he  thereby  acquired  the 
PolTeffion  of  that  Dutchy  without  Oppofit-i- 
on.  About  the  lame  time,  a  Peace  was  con¬ 
cluded  between  France  and  Navarre.  In.  the  A  Premu- 
mean  time  a  Parliament  was  fummon’d  to  nireto 
meet  in  Hillary-Term ,  1364-5*  where  it  be-  draw  Cau" 
ing  obferv’d,  that  the  Pope  and  his  Officers  £“e  K°ine’- 
were  perpetually  taking  Cognizance  of  Cau-  Courts  or 
fes  which  ought  to  be  determin’d  in  the  Civil  bring  over 
Courts,  and  that  Foreigners  were  frequently  ‘Jrovdori‘ 
fent  over  with  Provifors,  to  defeat  Patrons  of 
their  Right  of  Prefentation,  it  was  enabled, 
that  whoever  fhould  be  concern’d  in  remo¬ 
ving  of  Caufes  to  the  Court  of  Rome ,  which 
ought  to  be  determin’d  here,  or  in  bring¬ 
ing  any  Provifors  into  the  Realm,  to  the 
Prejudice  of  Patrons,  fhould  incur  a  Pre- 
munire. 

The  Lord  Ingelram  de  Coucy ,  Earl  of  Seif-  ThePrin- 

fons>  and  a  Baron  both  of  France  and  England*  Tfahd: 

'  -  &  ■  ’  married. 
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AD. t  365  was  married  this  Winter  to  the  Princefs  Ifa~ 
~  bella  the  King’s  Daughter  at  Windfor ,  where - 

uPon  t':e  King  created  him  Earl  of  Albemarle , 
and  fome  Years  afterwards  he  enjoy’d  the  Ti¬ 
tle  of  Arch-Duke  of  Auftria  5  he  was  efteem’d 
one  of  the  moll  accompli  fh’dNoblemen  of  that 
Age.  During  this  Calm,  while  the  Nation 
was  in  full  Peace,  Ring  Edward  fpent  his 
time  in  reforming  fuch  Abu'fes  as  he  obferv’d 
in  the  Administration  and  Courts  of  Juftice  ; 
Fud^s  anc^  Sir  Henry  Green ,  Lord  Chief  Juftice, 
lin’d  for  and  Sir  William  Skip&orth ,  another  of  the 
Corruption  Judges were  fin’d  and  turn’d  out  for  Bribery 
Publick  anc^  Corruption.  At  this  time  alfo  the  King- 
Buildings  caus’d  fuch  publick  Buildings  as  he  had  begun 
advanc'd,  to  be  diligently  carried  on,  particularly  thofe 
at  Windfor-Cuflle ,  Queenborough ,  WeJlminfter , 
Henley ,  Hampftead ,  and  King’s- Hall  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  refounded  and  enlarg’d  afterwards  by 
Henry  VI If  and  now  call’d  'Trinity-College. 
j.D.  1366  The  Parliament  being  afiembl'ed  on  the 

- - 30th  of  March  this  Year,  they  were  acquaint - 

A\°Ecty.  eq  from  the  Throne,  that  the  King  having 
^  v  conftituted  the  Prince  of  Wales  Prince  of 
Aquitaine  •,  and  his  fecond  Son  Lionel ,  Duke 
of  Clarence ,  and  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and 
all  his  Dominions  enjoying  perfect  Peace,  he 
was  at  Liberty  to-  redrefs  whatever  was  amifs 
in  the  Kingdom  but  demanded  their  Advice 
more  particularly,  concerning  a  Demand  the 
Pope  had  lately  made  of  the  Homage  and 
Tribute  Money  granted  to  the  Holy  See  by 
The  Pur-  King  John  ;  to  which  the  Parliament,  after 
iiament  re-  fome  Deliberation,  anfwer’d,  that  neither 
the  TriPay  King  J°^n  or  anY  o£her  King,  could  bring 
tute  grant-  this  Realm  in  Subjection  to  the  See  of  Rome , 
ed-  by  King  but  by  Confent  of  Parliament,  which  Was  not 
had  in  this  Cafe  ;  and'  that  it  was  notorious,’ 

Kihg 
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King  John  was  compell’d  by  the  Neccfilty  of  ^£>.1366 
his  Affairs,  and  the  Iniquity  of  the  Times,  JJJvJ 
to  make  that  bafe  Submiflion  •,  and  if  the 
Pope  proceeded  to  cite  the  King  by  Procefs 
to  appear  before  him,  as  he  threaten’d,  they 
would  oppofe  him  with  ail  their  Power. 
Whereupon  his  Holinefs  thought  fit  to  let 
the  Matter  drop  •,  however  the  King  was  fo 
exafperated  at  his  Pretenfions,  that  he  order’d 
Peter-Pencc  fhould  never  be  paid  to  the  Court 
of  Rome  for  the  future. 

At  the  lame  time  the  Contention  between  A  C'ontro- 
the  Univerfities.  and  the  Preaching  Friars  was  verf>'. k?-. 
reviv’d,  and  the  Affair  being  brought  before  ^ivcrfi- 
tjhe  Parliament,  it  was  determin’d,  that  the  ths  and  the 
Friars  fhould  receive  no  Schollar  into  any  of  friars, 
their  Orders  under  eighteen  Years  of  Age ; 
that  the  Friars  fhould  procure  no  Bull  or 
Procefs  from  Rome  againfi  the  Univerfities  •, 
and  that  all  future  Controverfies  between  them 
fhould  be  determin’d  by  the  King,  and  they 
were  order’d  to  ufe  each  other  in  a  friendly 
Manner  for  the  future. 

At  the  breaking  up  of  this  Parliament,  Lord  cWy 
the  Lord  Coney,  the  King’s  Son-in-Law,  was  made  Earl 
created  Eari  of  Bedford,  and  a  thoufand  Marks  Bedford, 
per  Ann.  fettled  on  him,  for  the  better  Sup¬ 
port  of  his  Dignity. 

The  Companions,  or  difbanded  Soldiers,  ftill  T heCom- 
continu’d  to  ravage  the  Kingdom  of  France,  prions  ra- 
and  refus’d  to  deliver  up  the  Fortreffes  they  *a.Se  *he 
poffefs’d,  and  being  upwards  of  thirty  thou-  J  pfa°™ 
fand  Men,  Veteran  Troops,  commanded  by  again. 

Sir  Nicholas  Pagvjorth,  an  experienc’d  Ge¬ 
neral,  it  appear’d  to  be  out  of  the  Power  of 
the  Government  to  reduce  them,  for  they 
engag’d  an  Army  commanded  by  the  Dukes 
of  Anjou  and  Orleans ,  which  they  defeated, 

Vo L  XVII.  Kkk  and 
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the  'French  Court  complain’d, 
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that  moil  of 
thefe, Companions  /being  Subje&s  either  of  Eng¬ 
land  or  Gafcogny. ;  King  Edward  and  his  Son 
the  Prince  did  not  take  effeclual  Mea'fures  to 
fupprefs  them.  (  This  Sir  Nicholas  Dagworth 
•was  a  Baron  of  England,  and  under  no  Ne- 
ceffity  of  living  in  this  abandon’d  manner, 
but  join’d  himlelf  with  thefe  People,  purely 
to  revenge  his  Father,  Sir  Thomas  Dagwor/h’s 


Blood,'  whom  the  French  had  murder’d  trea* 


dieroufly  in  Breltigne ,  fome  Years  before.) 

-  Kins  Edward  upon  the  Reprefen tations 


King  Ed-  ■■  ^  .  . .  _  , 

vjardl flues  made  by  die  French  Court  againft  thefe  Gom- 
a  Procla-  pardons ,  ifiu’d  a  Proclamation,  commanding 
in'aintt  the  f£ch:pf  them'  as  were  SubjeCls  of  England  or 
Companions  Gafcogny  to  quit  the  Kingdom  of  France , 
which  lew  of  them  regarding,  he  Was  about 
failing  a  great  Army,  in  order  to  reduce  them 
by' Force  *,  but  the  Court  of  France  appre- 
if  King'  Edward  sot  Footins  in 


hehding 


France  again,  it  might  be  a  difficult  matter 


to  remove  him,  defir’d  he  Would  defill  from 


that  Enterprise  y  which  the  King  refented  fo 


Chandler 
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highly,  as  being  a 'Reflection  on  his  Honour , 
that  he  declar’d,  he  would  never  ftir  to  give 
them  any  Affillance  for  the  future,  if  the 
Companions  drove  their  King  out  of  his  Do¬ 
minions. 

England  was  now  in  full  Peace  with  all  the 
World,  and  might  long  have  remain’d  fo,  if 
the  Prince  of  Wales  had  not  been  induc’d  to 
carry  his  Arms  into  Spain,  at  the  Solicitations 
of  Don  Pedro  King  of  Caftille,  who  very  little 
deferv’d  his  Affillance,  if  we  may  credit  the 
concurrent  Teftimony  of  the  Hiftorians  of 
thole  Times,  Don  Pedro,  it  feems,  had  ob¬ 
tain’d  the  Sirname  of  Cruel,  from  the  Op- 
00  01  h  goxj  preffions 
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preffions  and  Murders  he  had  been  guilty  of.  .1366. 
The  greateft  Crime  with  hi  in  was  to  be  rich,  ±o'£Fi 
fuch  of  his  Subjects-, as.  had  plentiful  E dates,  ,^-y sj 
feldom  fail’d  of  being  drawn  into  a  Plot,'  in 
order  to  give  the  King  a  Title  to  their ‘Lands, 
which  were  forfeited  with^their  Lives,  for 
pretended  Treafons  committed  again  ft  him. 

His  Father  Alphonfo.  having  lef  t  feveral  i}k7 
gitimate  Sons  behind  him,  he  perfecuted  thefe 
with  no  lefs  Fury  than  the  reft  of  his  Subjects, 
taking  away  the  Lives  of.  forne  of  them,  and 
forcing  others  jntoBanifhment  •,  he  was  fufpeft- 
ed  even  of  poyfohing  his  Queen  Blanch  de 
Bourbon ,  Sifter  to  the  Queen  of  France ,  to 
make  Room  for  Mafia  de  Padilla  his  Miftrefs, 
whom  he  married  foop  .alter  his  Wife’s 
Death. 

The  Clergy  of  Cajlille  alio  were  exafperated 
againft  their  King  who  had  made  very  free 
with  their  Lands  and  Revenues,  they  pre-j 
vail’d  on  Pope  Urban  therefore  to  excommu¬ 
nicate  and  depofe  him,  and  give  the  King? 
dom  to  Don  Henry  his  Baftard  Brother,  who 
was  at  this  time  in  the  Court  of  France ,  with 
his  two  Brothers  Don  Fellio  and  Don  Sancbo , 
imploring  King  Charles’s  Protection  and  Aft 
ftftance  againft  the  Tyranny  of  Pedro.  ' 

His  Holinefs  and  the  French  King  gladly  TheFrench 
laid  hold  of  this  Opportunity  of  advancing  King  and 
Henry  the  Bajlard  to  the  Throne  of  Cajlille ,  th.e  1>0Pe 
not  only  to  revenge  the  Death  of  the  late  j. 

Queen  Blanche ,  but  in  order  to  find  Employ-  laainit  his 
ment  for  thofe  Troops  of  Coinpanions  that  Brother 
ftill  ravag’d  the  Kingdom  of  France ,  and  to  the  KinS 
fix  a  Prince  in  Cajlille ,  who  might  prove  a  ot  CaP,!le' 
ufeful  Confederate  to  them.  And  as  Sir  Ber¬ 
tram  de  Clequin  or  du  Guefcelin ,  now  a  Prifo- 
ner  in  Gafcogny  was  judg’d  to  be  the  fitteft 
K  k  k  2  Perfon, 


43  6 

A.D.'ijfa 
A.  40^.3 


They  fend 
an- Army  ■ 
compos’d 
of  tli  eCom- 
paniom  into 
Caftills. 


King  Pedro 
is  depos'd, 
and  his 
Ballard 
Brother 
Henry  ad¬ 
vanc’d  to 
theThrone 


Tide  History  of  Eng e and, 

Perfon  to  condubt  fuch  an  Enterprise,  the 
Pope  and  the  French  King  paid  the  Lord 
Ckardsis  a  hundred  thoufand  Florins,  for  that 
Nobleman’s  Ranfom,  and  made  him  General 
of  the  Forces  rais’d  for  this  Expedition.  The 
French  King  and  the  Pope  alfo  retain’d  the 
Companions  in  their  Service,  paid  them  a  con- 
fiderable  Sum  down,  and  promis’d  to  furnifh 
them  with  Money  for  their  future  Subfiflance 
in  this  War  ;  and  as  King  Charles  granted 
them  a  Pardon  for  all  Temporal  Offences, 
his  Holinefs  gave  them  Remiffion  of  their 
Sins,  on  Condition  they  turn’d  their  Arms 
againft  the  King  of  Cajlille .  And  thus  pre¬ 
par’d,  they  began  their  March  with  Henry 
the  Bajlard  and  Du  Guefcelin  at  their  Head, 
from  Languedoc ,  thro’  the  Dominions  of  the 
King  of  Arragon  their  Allie,  (for  Don  Pedro 
had  made  that  Prince  his  Enemy,  by  feizing 
feveral  Places  belonging  to  him.)  The  Con¬ 
federate  Army  amounting  to  fifty  thoufand 
Men  being  arriv’d  on  the  Borders  of  Cajlille , 
met  with  no  Troops  to  oppofe  them.  King 
Peter  indeed  had  iffu’d  his  Summons  to  all 
his  Vaffals  who  were  capable  of  bearing  Arms, 
to  oppofe  this  Invafion,  but  his  Subjebts  had 
been  io  perfecuted  and  harrafs’d  by  him,  that 
icafce  a  Man  obey’d  him  ;  upon  the  Ap¬ 
proach  therefore  of  the  Confederates,  the 
Cajlillian  King  fied  to  Portugal  with  his  three 
Daughters,  the  Princefics  Beatrice,  Conjlance , 
and  Ifabella ,  and  from  thence  to  the  Groyn ,  a 
ftrong  Fortrefs  in  Galicia  whereupon  Henry 
his  Baftard  Brother,  was  unanimoufly  pro¬ 
claim’d  King  of  Cajlille ,  and  the  Subjects  of 
that  Kingdom  willingly  fwore  Allegiance  to 
him. 


Don 
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Don  Pedro  being  thus  depos’d  by  the  Pope 
and  the.  French  King,  and  Henry  his  Baftard 
Brother  plac’d  lyaon  his  Throne,  Pedro  took 
Shipping  at  the  Groyn  and  fail’d  to  Bourdeaux , 
defiring  the  Protection  of  the  Black  Prince  in 
his  Diftrefs,  to  whom  he  reprefen  ted  the  In- 
juftice  that  had  been  done  him  by  the  Holy 
See;  infinuating,:  that  if  thefe Ufurpations 
were  fuffered,  no  Prince  in  Europe  could  en¬ 
joy  his  Crown  with  any  Security,  but  might 
txpedt  to  fee  themfelves  one  Day  depriv'd  of 
their  Dominions  by  the  like  Authority,  And 
as  to  the  French  King,  he.  was  by  this  means 
become  much  more  formidable  to  his  Princi¬ 
pality  of  Aquitaine  than  before,  for  the  Crown 
of  England <  had  loft  a  faithful  Allie,  by  his 
being  forc’d  into  Exile,  while  on  the  other 
hand,  France  had  gain’d  a  powerful  Confe¬ 
derate  in  the  Perfon  of  the  Baftard,  who 
would  not  fail  to  unite  his  Forces  with  the 
French  againft  the  Englijh ,  whenever  there 
ihould  happen  to  be  a  Rupture  between  the 
two  Nations,  And  laftly,  this  Procedure  of 
the  Pope’s  and  the  French  King,  muft  nearly 
affedl  all  Legitimate  Princes,  if  they  confi-- 
der’d,  that  here  the  eldeft  Son  of  a  King  was 
depos’d,  and  a  Baftard  preferr’d  without  any 
Colour  of  Title,  unlefs  it  were  admitted  to 
be  in  the  Power  of  the  Pope  to  ligitimate  the 
bafe  Iffue  of  a  Prince,  and  deprive  his  law¬ 
ful  Children  of  their  Inheritance.  Thefe  and 
many  other  fpecious  Reafons,  ’tis  fiid,  Don 
Pedro  offer’d  to  the  Black  Prince ,  in  order  to 
engage  him  in  his  Quarrel,  and  prevail’d  with 
him,  at  length,  to  efpoufe  his  Caufe  :  For 
Don  Pedro  is  allow’d  to  have  been  aMan  of  ex¬ 
cellent  Parts,  however  defective  he  was  in  his 
Morals,  and  very  poflibly  knew  how  to  jufti- 
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-^D-1366  fy  himfelf,  and  'palliate  the  Crimes  the  World 
laid  "to  his  Charge,  if  he  was  really  guilty  of 
them.  But  thofe  who  have  obferv’d  how  the. 
See  of  Rome  and  the  Clergy  frequently  blacken 
the-  Reputation  of  fuch  Princes  as  refufe  to  be 
govern’d  by  them,  will  not  give  entire  Credit 
to  all  the  Stories  we  meet  with  in  Hiftory 
of  'Don  Pedro.  It  cannot  be  fuppos’d,  if  he 
had  appear’d  to  the  Prince  as  black  as  the 
generality  of  Hiftorians  make  him,  that  Ed- 
‘wtird  would  ever  have  engag’d  in  his  Quarrel, 
who  was  himfelf  fo  great  an  Enemy  to  all 
Cruelty  and  Oppreflion.  However,  we  find 
thePrince  was  riot  entirely  govern’d  by  his  own 
Judgment,  he  fent  over  to  England ,  and  had 
not  only  the  Advice  of  his  Father  in  this  En- 
terprize,  but  a  good  Reinforcement  of  Troops 
fent  him,  under  the  Command  of  his  Brother 
J-chn  Duke  of  Lane  after,  to  enable  liim  to 
reftore  Don  Pedro  to  his  Throne  j  and  the 
Spanijh  King  did  not  only  engage  to  pay  the 
whole  Charges  of  the  Expedition,  when  he 
ihould'be  reftofd,  but  made  the  Black  Prince 
a  Grant  of  the  Province  of  Btfcay,  and  of 
feveral  other  Places,  in  confideratipn  of  his 
AiTrilance,  and  the  Prince  was  accordingly 
flil’d  afterwards  in  his  Charters,  Lord  of  Bif- 
ThePrincafqy.  And  now  the  Expedition  being  refolv’d 
ok  Wales  on,  the  Prince  acquainted  the  Gerierals  of 
Arm  Gn  Companions ,  who  were  in  Spain  in  the  Ser- 
behaihof  vice  of  the  Ballard,  that  he  fhould  Toon  have 
Pedro.-  Employment  for  them  i  whereupon  moft  of 
them  quitted  Spain ,  and  return’d  to  Guienne„ 
for  a  great  many  of  them,  as  has  been  ob¬ 
ferv’d,  were  Subjedls  of  England  and  Gafcog- 
ny.  The  Prince  alfo  affembled  all  the  Lords 
of  the  Province  of  Guienne,  requiring  them 
fo  be  ready  at  a  certain  time  with  their  Vaf- 

•  ■'  -e  :  ■'  f  ,  !  .  z'*  i 
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lals,  to  attend  him  into  Cajlille,,  and  engag’d  AD.  136b 
to  fee  their  Troops  paid  that  fhpu’d  attend. him,  7 — 777 
whether  Don  Pedro. perform’d  his  Promiie  to 
him  of  being  at  the  Charges  of  the  Expedi¬ 
tion  or  not.  'Whereupon  all  of  them  promis’d, 
to  afiift  him  with  what  Forces  they  could  raife,. 
oarticularly  the  Lord  de  Albret  fa  id,  he  would 
lurnilh  a  thpufand  Spears  a  but  the Prince  af¬ 
terwards  finding  that  Volun tiers  and  Adven¬ 
turers  flock’d  to  him  from  all  Parts,,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  ivom  England  to  ferve  under  his  victo¬ 
rious  Banners,  he.  let  the  Gafeon-  Lords  know,, 
that  there  would  be  no  Neceflity  of  bringing 
their  whole  Forces  into  the  Field,  and  order’d 
the  Lord  Albret  particularly,  not  to  bring 
more  than  two  hundred  of  the  thoufand  Spears 
he  had  promis’d  along  withhim,  at  which  the 
Lord  was  highly  difigufted,  having  already 
retain’d  many  more  in  the  Service  of  that 
Prince  ;  and  from  this  time,  ’tis  faid,  he  be¬ 
came  a  Malecontent,  and  began  to  confpire 
with  feveral  other  V aflfals  of  that  Principality, 
to  withdraw  themfelves  from  the  Obedience 
of  the  Englijh,  and  fubjecl  their  Country  to 
the  Dominion  of  the  French  King ;  however 
they  did  not  difcover  their  Refentment  till  the 
Spanijh  Expediton  was  over. 

While  the  Prince  was  malting  Preparations  1D  ,  . 

for  the  Spanijh  War,  the  Princels  was  brought  *_ _ I7L1 

to  Bed  of  a  fecond  Son,  born  the  6th  of  Ja-  A.\\Edy 
Mary ,  1366-y,  and  baptiz’d  by  the  Name 
of  Richard ,  who  afterwards  lucceeded  his 
Grandfather  King  Edward  III.  in  the  Throne  aEwardl’ 
of  England.  t  The  Sunday  following,  beino-  King  Ri- 
the  10th  of  January ,  Don  Pedro0 and  the  Nardil. 
Prince  began  their  March  from  Bctirdeaux , 
and  having  obtain’d  Leave  of  the  King  of 
Navarre  to  pafs  through  his  Country,  that 

Prince 
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'  AD-'i&r  Prince  had  an  irtcervieiv  with  them  a:  Sz,J?an 
■~r"  ^  "7  yiede  Per",  wkecachey  confirm’d  their  former 
Treaty,  by  which  Don  Pedro  was  oblig’d  to 
fur  render  home  Spnnijh  Places  that  lay  next 
him,  to  the  King  of  Navarre^  a-pd  advance 
TdeE>:-J'fi  him  a  Sum  of  Money.'  The  Army  had  a  very 
Arm  pa£  bad  Pali  age  over  the  Pyten&mi  Mountains,  it 
tr.e  P  -  -  happening  4n  the  coidefb  Sea fon  of  the  Year, 
^:;r:c.n  -  when  the  Snow  was  very  deep,  but  being  all 
‘‘old  Troops  us’d  to  Fatigue,  they  furmounted 
■this- -Difficulty,  and  enter’d  the  Frontiers  of 
Stain- 'she : beginning,  of  March.-,  foon  after 
which  £  Herald  brought  a  Letter  from  Henry 
tfe-BaZArd,  filling  himfelf  King  of  Cqftille, 
'hhd -demanding:  way  the  .Prince  had  enter’d 
his  Territories  in  -this-hofrile  manner,  when 
he  had-  never  given  him  any  Provocation.  To 
which  we  find- the  Prince  lent  an  Anfwer,  on 
-the  50th  oiManLy  acquainting  the  Baftard, 
tbatmhe  Juftk-e  of  Don  P:edroH  Caufe,  and 
-the  Alliances  between  his  Father  King  Ed- 
swrfard  that -Prince,  -had  engag’d  him  in 
Prince  pMthis  Enterprise however  before  he  madeufe 
•u-Wofferf.of  Force,-1  he  -now  offer’d  his  Mediation  to 
Hen>y  the  iyec-Oncile  them,-  not  doubting  to  prevail  with 
mlfi-e  ”  Den-  P-fdHto  yield'  hibri  part  of  hk.Territo- 
S^n  : riesy  -  oh  GondkiSa-  Henry,  would  renounce  his 
him  and  his  Tk-tS  iff  the  .but  the  Baftard  v’ould 

Brother.  ..-^y  cf  no  Partkibnv'  -Whereupon. both  Par- 

-  ties'  prepar’d  to  decide  xhe  Controveriy-in  the 
Field.  ”  Herny  had  much- the  Advantage  of 
•the  Prince,-  in  point  of  Numbers,  his  Army 

-  confift-ki^'of  one  hundred  thoufand  Men  and 
upwards,-  whereas  in  the  Engtifj  Army  there 

*  were  not  more  than  thirty  tnouland  Men,  but 
.  then  they  were  all  choice  Troops  emir  d  to 
-War,  whereas  their  Enemies  were  a  great 
■.manv  of  them  little  better,  than  the  common 

-  is  v  ; :  j.  ;;v  v  Mil  ici 
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Militia  •,  the  French  Troops  and 
which  Du  Guefcelin  commanded 
rely’d  on  than  all  the  reft.  _ 

On  the  third  of  Aprils  early  in  the  Morn-  The  Bat" 
ing,  both  Armies  drew  up  in  Battalia  near  the  tel  of  Na- 
Town  of  Najarra.  A  little  before  they  en-^^7^ 
gag’d,  the  Prince  of  FSales,  according  to  Froi-  1 
ford ,  faid  a  ftiort  Prayer  on  the  Occafion,  im¬ 
ploring  Heaven  that  as  he  fought  to  re- 
ftore  an  injur’d  Prince  to  his  Throne,  he 
might  be  crown’d  with  Victory.  But  what¬ 
ever  might  be  the  Cuftom  of  that  Age,  nei¬ 
ther  Prayers  or  Speeches,  at  the  beginning  of 
a  Battel  have  been  much  us’d  of  late  •,  and  it 
is  a  Queftion  if  they  were  not  oftner  made  by 
the  Hiftorian  than  the  Hero  in  antient  times. 

Writers  entertain  us  with  fuch  Refle&ions  as 
they  imagine  fuitable  to  the  Occafion,  and  if 
they  are  juft,  there  is  no  great  harm  in  them 
whether  the  things  were  faid  or  not.  But  to 
proceed,  The  Enemy  it  feems  were  drawn  up 
in  three  Bodies,  of  which  the  Companions  and 
the  French ,  who  fought  under  Du  Guefcelin, 
form’d  one,  and  behav’d  themfelves  extremely 
well.  The  Duke  of  Lancafier  and  the  Lord 
Chandois  charg’d  thefe  with  great  Bravery, 
and  could  make  no  Impreflion  on  them  for 
fome  time  •,  but  the  fecond  Body  of  Spaniards , 
commanded  by  the  Baflard’s  two  Brothers,  no 
fooner  faw  the  Prince  of  Wales  advancing  to¬ 
wards  them  in  Perfon  but  they  turn’d  their 
Backs  and  fled,  never  looking  behind  them. 

This  prov’d  a  great  Difcouragement  to  the 
third  Body  of  Spaniards ,  commanded  by  Hen¬ 
ry  the  Bafiard  in  Perfon,  and  put  them  in 
fome  Diforder  ;  of  which  the  Prince  taking 
the  Advantage,  and  charging  them  before 
they  could  well  recover  themfelves,  this  Body 
Vol.  XYU.  L 1 1  alfo 
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rf.D.ijOy  alfo  was  entirely  defeated,  Henry  himfelf  ma- 
*'''  ^  king  his  Efcape  out  of  the  Battel  with  feme 

Difficulty-  The  Troops  that  fought  under; 
Sir  Bertram  Glequir  or  Du  Guefcelin,  however 
kept  the  Field  till  he  was  taken  Prifoner,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  NLzrihalD’EpdregJen,  another 
French  Genera),  and  moli  of  the  Officers  of 
that  Nation  were  either  kill’d  or  wounded. 
The  And  now  the  Defeat  became  Univerfal,  the 
Prince  ob-  Spaniards  fled  towards  Najarra ,  and  were  pur- 
tains  f  fu’d  by  the  Englijh  and  GaJ'cons  into  the  very 
VidWy,1  Town*  which  being  taken  by  Storm,  the 
and  takes  Plunder  of  the  Place  was  given  to  the  Sol- 
liajarra  gjcrs>  T he  Englijh  made  a  great  many  Pri- 
;he  lame  poners  pere  .  but  the  Baftard  Henry  defpairing 
of  Mercy  if  he  fhould  fall  into  the  Plands  of 
his  Brother  Don  Pedro ,  never  ftopt  till  he  got 
into  the  Territories  of  the  King  of  Arragon , 
from  whence  he  afterwards  went  to  the  Court 
of  France.  . 

>  The  Battel  being  over,  the  Prince  fet  up 
his  Standard,  to  which  all  the  Generals  re¬ 
pair’d  and  complimented  him  on  the  Victory ; 
but  none  of  them  was  fo  tranfported  with  Joy, 
or  had  fo  much  Reafon,  as  Don  Pedro ,  who  by 
this  Defeat  of  his  Enemies  was  reftor’d  to  his 
Throne.  He  would  have  kneel’d  to  the  Prince 
as  his  tutulary  Angel  when  he  acknowledg’d 
the  great  Obligation-,  but  Edward  would  not 
duffer  it,  and  bid  him  aferibe  the  Glory  to 
Heaven,  But  however  affedted  Don  Pedro 
might  be  with  this  hidden  Turn  of  Fortune  in 
his  Favour,  he  foon  forgot  the  Kindnefs  that 
had  been  fhewn  him  by  this  generous  Prince, 
The  The  Heralds  being  order’d  to  furvey  the  Field, 
Numbers  found  there  had  been  upwards  of  nine  thou¬ 
gh116  fond  r^e  Mobility,  Knights  and  Men  at 
Arms,  ef  the  French  and  Spaniards  kill’d  or? 
•••■•  •  the 
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the  fpot,  that  many  more  had  been  drowned  4-&  107- 
in  a  River  into  which  they  were  driven,  be-  J  /j2,j 
fides  common  Soldiers  which  were  not  mini- 
ber  ■  d.  Nor  were  there  -lefs  than  two  thoufand 
Noblemen  and  Knights  made  Prifoners ;  tho’ 
on  the  fide  of  the  Englijh  there  were  not  more 
than  four  Knights  and  forty  common  Soldiers 
miffing-,  which,  if  true,  makes  it  evident  that 
the  Spaniards  behav’d  themfelves  very  ill  in 
this  Engagement :  Had  they  made  a  tolera¬ 
ble  Stand,  there  muft  have  been  more  of  the 
Prince’s  Troops  kill’d.  This  Succefs,  how-  '  V 
ever,  did  not  at  all  alter  the  Savage  Temper 
of  Don  Pedro ,  he  would  have  facrificed  his 
Brother  the  Earl  of  Sancelloni  and  all  the  -reft 
of  the  Prifoners  to  his  Refentment,  ’tis  laid, 
if  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  have  permitted 
it  *,  but  Edzvard  prevail’d  on  him  to  be  rd 
concil’d  to  them,  reprefenting  that  they  were 
a  very  confiderable  part  of  his  Subjeds  ; 
whereupon  he  forgave  them,  and  they  took 
the  Oaths  to  him,  and  attended  him  to  Bur¬ 
gos,  the  Capital  City  of  old  Caftille ,  which  the 
King  and  Prince  enter’d  in  Triumph  two  or 
three  Days  after  the  Battel.  While  they  kept 
the  Feftival  of  Eafier  in  this  City,  Don. Pedro 
having  puhlilh’d  a  general  Pardon- for  all  his 
Subjeds,  they  came  from  every  part  of  Ids 
Dominions,  paid  their  Homage  and  lvvore 
Allegiance  to  him.  And  thus  the  Prince  hi¬ 
ving  feen  Don  Pedro  fettled  on  his  Throne  a- 
gain,  began  to  put  him  in  mind  of  rafting 
Money  to  pay  the  Troops  that  had  been  fa 
ferviceable  to  him.  To  which  the  King  an- 
fwer’d.  He  was  perfedly  unable  to  difcharge  ......  ; 

them  at  prefent  •,  but  if  the  Prince  would  take  Vc. 
up  his  Quarters  at  Valladolid ,  and  canton  his 
Forces  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  that  City, 

•  •  L  1 1  2  he.  v 
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A&13&.  •  would;  §01  to  Seville.  and  .endeavour  to  nife 

.  -f  ■ ;  the-  Money,  gnd  accordingly  took  his~  Leave 
<K-the  ErineL  But  the -Ekgigo  having  in  vain 
s  failed  three  Months  in  the  Heat  of  Summer 


aft  E-xpeeca  tion  of  his  Return,  a  contagious 
JLleroper  carried  orf  a  great  part  of  the  Ar- 
|py,;  Trie  Prince  and  ieveral  or  the  Generals 
aky>  fell  lick, '.’and  found .  themfeives  under  a 
ph;e  re.  Nec^Aity  of  retiring  out  of  Spain  before  they 
ram;  to  had- Receiv’d  any  part  ot  the  Money  that  was 
promis'd  them.  They  were  oblig’d  to  haften 
tfaeifc  March  -  to  dGukhne  alfo,  on  Advice  that 
.  HcKrv  the  Bad  and -hud  made  an  Incnrfion  into 

v 

duttiRr incipaH ty,  fuppofed  to  be  a  (lifted  by 
the- French  Xing-under-hand,  as  well  as  by  the 
jkifg  x>f  An. agon. 

-  -  r,  The  Soldiers,  as  well  Gafanfi  as  Companions , 
becoming-  importunate  for  their  Pay,  the 
-Pfhrce  order’d  two  Thirds  of  his  Plate  to  be 
pQBverced  into  Money  for  their  prefen  t  Sub- 
ftftance,  and  gave  them  hopes  of  railing- the 
Remainder  in  a  Tort  time.  The  Companions 
however  committed  great  Diforders  in  G&f- 
ronp,  they  could  not  forbear  their  ufual  Vio¬ 
lences.  ;  at  which  the  Gafcsn  Lords  being  ex¬ 
asperated,  the  King  order’d  the  Companion  to 
qjjithis  Territories,  in  which  they  obey’d  him 
indeed,  but  went  no  further  than  Frame, 
where  they  renew’d  their  Depredations :  And 
this- King  Charles  afterwards  made  one  Pre¬ 
tence  for  breaking  the  Peace,  the  Companions 
being  for  the  mod:  part  Subjects  of  England 
or  Gafcony. 


,  ,  •  53  :  ^he  Danes  fitted  out  a  Fleet  this  Year, .  in 

':~'h  -order  to  iniult  the  Coafts  of  England ,  as  their 
A.xzti.y  Anceftors  had  done  *,  of  which  King  Edward 
haying  timely  Intelligence,  afifembled  the 
JjTtxx.  and  gave  them  Battel,-  obliging 

costed.  -.u=  them 
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them  to  retire  .with  eonfidetable  Lofs,  The^dKi3;6$- 
follovbngYear  a  Mmriage.  having  been  agreed 
on.  between* -Prince-  Lionel ^  the  King’s  fecdn'd 
Son,,  ,  and  the  .Princefs  Violan tc,  Daughter  of 
Jxohn  Galeas  Duke  of  Milan ,  with  whom  he 
was  ta  receive  a  Fortune  of  two  millions  of 
Florins,  or  two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds 
Sterling  \  that  Prince  with  a  Retinue  of  two 
hundred  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  went  to 
Italy ,  taking  the  Court  of  France'mYaz  Way!, 
where  he  fyas  fplendidly  entertain’d,  and  on 
the  29th  of  May,  1368,-  he  foletnniz’d  his  Prince 
Marriage  with  the  Princefe  'Molante^  *  in  the  Lionel 
Cathedral  of  Milan,  after  which  nothing  but  nlairicd  *• 
•Tournaments,  Feftivais,  and, Balls, were  to  cds  If**’ 
be  feen  in  that  Court  for  feveral  Months.  But  Milan. 
among  thefe  Diverftons  Prince. lionet >u n -  Hedies 
happily  taken  ill  and  died  on  Jjhe’  1 7th  oFCfei  foon  after, 
tober,  not  without,  the  Snfpicion.>  of  .  >beitig 
poy fon’d  ;  tho’  his  refiding  during  the:  hottest 
■Seafon  of  the  Year  in  fo  warm  a  Climate, 
and  the  ufmg  thefe  violent;  Fxercifes  of  Julfs 
and  Tournaments  at  the  lame  time,  might 
very  well  diforder  a  Canftitution  us’d  to  il 
much  colder  Climate.  Nor  .does  it  appear 
j;hat  the  Court  of  '  Milana could  propofe -'■any 
•Advantage  by  this  Prince’s  Death,  .which 
makes  it.  very  natural  to  believe,  he  had  no 
foul  Play.  He  left  behind:  him  one  Daughter, 
nam’d  Phillippa  (  by  Elizabeth  his  firft  Wife) 
from  w-hdm  Edward  IV.  and  the  Kings  tjf 
the  Houfe  of  York,  afterwards  deriv’d  .their 
Title  to  the  Crown  of  England  whereas  thofe 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lancaster  deriv’d  their  Title  <■  •  .  r,  . 
from .John-\ Duke  of  Lancafier^  the  younger 
Brother  of  Prince  Liojid^  -znl.  ufually  ftil’d  .  ri 
John  of  Gaunt.  The  Corps- of  Lionel,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  has:  Will', ,  was  brought  over  to Er$- 
ton  land , 
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>J?  :156  s  land,  and  buried  in  the  Church  of  the  Ahfiin- 
“  Friars  at  Clare  in  Suffolk. 

•^rv3  -"The  Parliament  of  England  being  aflem- 
A  Parlia-  bled  in  the  beginning  of  May  this  Year,  the 
mera  af-  Archbifhop  ot  Canterbury i  by  the  King’s* 

?qK-bkd.  Q^5ers?  propos’d  the  relinquifhing  the  So¬ 
vereignty  of  England  over  Scotland,  as  the 
rnoft  effectual  means  of  reconciling  that  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  preferring  Peace  between  the  two 
Nations:  But  the  Parliament  anfwer’d,  they 
*3?  hey  re-  could  not  confent  to  the  Difherifon  of  the 
Me  to  re-  Crown  of  England.  It  was  alfo  reprefented 
Knquifhme  ff0m  tj-,s  Xhrone,  that  the  King’s  Necefifties 
fy  ^  Aot-  were  at  rhis  time  very  great  ,  w Hereupon  they 
land.  granted  him  36  s.  8  d.  on  every  twelve  Score 
A  Supply  0y  Woolfels,  and  4 1.  on  every  Laft  of  Skins, 
befides  the  ufual  Duty  of  6  s.  8  d.  on  every 
Sack  of  Wool,  and  13  s.  4  d.  on  every  Laft 
of  Skins.  ' 

Magna  In  the  fame  Parliament  Magna  Charta 
Chorea  and  Fhe  Foreft  Charta  were  confirm’d,  as  they 
coafirm  d.  w^e  g^ut  a  Dozen  times  in  this  Reign, 
which  is  an  Argument  that  they  were  not  in¬ 
violably  obferv’d,  tho’  the  King  was  always 
fo  wife  as  to  promife  to  redrefs  the  Subjects 
Grievances,  when  they  reprefented  there  had 
been  Encroachments  made  on  their  Rights 
and  Privileges,  and  redfified  many  Things 
That  were  amifs. 

Perfcns  -  It  was  enadted  alfo,  that  the  Natives  of 
fx>rn.iri  the  England  fhould  import  noWines  from  France , 
Vrfnnces  Purdhafe  them  of  the  Subjedts  of  Gafcog- 
to*be  '  CC*  that  brought  them  over  ;  and  that  Perfons 
deem’d  ...born  of  Englijh  Parents  in  the  Provinces  of 
Natives.  France  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  England , 
fhould  be  deem’d  Natives  of  this  Country, 
C  -  But  to  return  to  Gafcogny % 

Mofl 
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Mod  of  the  Prifoners  the  Prince  -of  Wales  .#£,1.368 
had  taken  at  the  Battel  of  Najara ,  had  bepn 
difmifs’d  upon  paying  their  Ranfoms*r'  ex¬ 
cept  Sir  Bertram  du  Guefcelin ,  who  was  look’d 
upon  to  be  a  General  of  fuch  Conduct,  that 
it  would  be  dangerous  giving  him  his  Liberty^ 
and  accordingly,  it  had  been  refoiv’d  in  $h$ 

Prince’s  Council,  not  to  part  with  him  onfaaqy 
Account,  which  du  Guefcelin  apprehended-,;^, 
great  Hardfhip,  and  being  acquainted-wijd* 
the  Prince’s  fearlefs  Temper,  told  him  one 
Day  in  Converfation,,  that  they  did  hira-  % 
great  deal  of  Honour,  he  heard  in  France  -and 
Spain ,  where  it  was  generally  faid,  that  tbs' 

Prince  of  Wales  flood  in  fuch  fear  of  du  Guejb 
celin ,  that  he  durfl  not  give  him  his  Liberty 
tho’  he  offer’d  never  fo  much  for  his  Ranfqm., 
Whereupon  the  Prince  difdaining  to  have  it, 
thought  that  he  flood  in  fear  of  any  Mam  tyr 
ving,  inconfiderateiy  anfver’d,  that  if-  Sir 
Bertram’s  Friends  would  advance  an  hundred  =  d 
thoufand  Franks  (  ten  thoufand  Pounds  Sie^r,  -  - 

ling)  he  would  releafe  him.  And  tho’  the;- 
ill  Confequences  of  this  Refolution  was  after¬ 
wards  reprefented  to  him,  and  he  was  hfmy 
felf  convinc’d  of  them,  he  would  not  go  bac|c 
from  his  Word,  and  the  French  King,  whp  sir  B*r- 
very  well  knew  the  Value  of  his  General,  ii VnStram 
mediately  paid  the  Sum  demanded  wher 
upon  Sir  Bertram  was  difcharg’d.  About, the 
fame  time  it  appear’d  that  King  Charles  had.  Thdr^cb 
been  tampering  with  the  Gafcon  Lords,  .and  King 
endeavouring  to  draw  them  off  from  the  Engz  d,rav^  off 
fyh  Interefl ;  the  Lord  Albret  particularly,  Lordslro;» 
one  of  the  molt  potent  of  them,  he  married  the  Ewlifl? 
to  the  Lady  Ifabel  of  Bourbon ,  his  Kinfwoman,  Interelf-  • 
And  the  Prince  of  Wales  laying  a  Tax  on 
Chimmes  at  this  time,  which  the  Gafcom  mur-  ataCnim- 

mur’d  ney  Tax, 
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“  T~  let  them  know  privately,  that  he  would  fup- 
port  them  in  their  Difobedience.  Whereupon 
feveral  of  the  Gafcon  Lords  reforted  to  the 
French  Court,  and  appeal’d  to  King  Charles 
as  Sovereign  ol  Aquxtain ,  againft  thefe  Im¬ 
politic  ns,  tho’  that  King  actually  renounc’d 
his  Right  of  Sovereignty  over  the  Provinces 
that  were  yielded  to  the  Crown  of  England 
by  the  late  Peace.  The  Lord  Chandois ,  who 
very  well  knew  the  Temper  of  the  Gafcons , 
and  theUfe  the  French  King  would  make  of 
this  Mifunderftanding,  advis’d  the  Prince  not 
to  levy  the  .Tax,  but  endeavour  to  reconcile 
the  Lords  of  that  Principality  to  him,  and 
when  he  found  his  Advice  was  not  regarded, 
he  retir’d  to  his  Eftate  in  Normandy ,  rather 
than  countenance  Meafures  he  could  not  ap¬ 


prove. 

Don  Henry  Henry  the  Bajlard  taking  Advantage  of  the 
invades  Differences  between  the  Prince  and  the  Gafcon 
Lords,  and  being  a  fluted  by  du  Guefcelin ,  with 
a  Body  of  French  Troops  enter’d  Caftille  again, 
moft  of  the  Towns  opening  their  Gates  to  him 
upon  his.  Approach ;  Toledo  was  almoft  the  on¬ 
ly  City  in  that  Kingdom  that  held  out  again!! 
him,  which  he  befieg’d.  Don  Pedro ,  who 
was  then  at  Seville ,  receiving  Advice  of  the 
Bajlard’s,  Progrefs,  rais’d  an  Army,  confid¬ 
ing  of  Spaniards,  Portuguefe ,  and  Moors,  and 
march’d  to  the  Relief  of  Toledo  •,  Whereupon 
Henry  left  fome  Troops  before  the  Town  and 
gave  his  Enemies  Battel.  He  found  them 
in  great  Diforder,  not  expedfing  their  Ene- 
Hc  gains  mies  were  fo  near  them,  and  foon  gain’d  a 
a  Victory.  -  compleat  Vidtory,  Don  Pedro  himfelf  making 
his  Efcape  to  the  neighbouring  Caftle  of  Mon - 
tiel,  which  the  Bajlard  having  furrounded, 

Don 
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Dori  Pedro  endeavour’d  to  make  his  Efcape 
from  thence,  with  fome  few'Fotiowers,  in  a  '  \  { ~ 

dark  Night,  but  was  taken  and  carried  to  du 
Guefcelin* s  Tent ;  whither  the  Baftard  coming 
foon  after,  and  fome  high  Words  palling  be¬ 
tween  the  Brothers,  Henry  ftabb’d  DonUJ  edro  And  kills 
with  his  Dagger  and  kill’d  him  ;  after  which-  th.e  King 
‘ Toledo ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Town's  of  Spain,,  ^^Hand 
immediately  fubmitted  to  the  Conqueror, 
and  Henry  was  again  fix’d  on  the  Throne  of 
C'aftille.  -  3  '  •  •  ' 

In  the  mean  time  the  Freiich  King  was  The  French 
•bufy  in  getting  the  Hoftages  in  England  re-  King’s 
leas’d,  fome  of  whom  indeed  were  let  at  Li-  treacjie!.0'-!S 
befty  generoufiy  by  King  Edward,  and  t'onc‘"a' 
others  having  obtain’d  Leave  to  go  over  to 
France  to  adjuft  their  private  Affairs,  plaid 
upon  the  old  King’s  Good n el's,  and  never  re¬ 
turn’d  again,  particularly  John  Duke  6i'Bef- 
' ry ,  the  French  King’s  Brother,  'Who  appear'd 
to  have  no  more  Honour-- than  the  Duke  of 
Anjou ,  who  had  made  his'Efcape  in  the  Reign 
of  King  John-,  'Guy  Earl1  6?H3meinbitrgb mfo 
run  away,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans  ’had  the 
Addrefs  to  prevail  on  King  -Edward  to' take 
an  inconfiderable  Sum  for -his  Ranlom.  Blit 
the  Prince  of  Wales  -finding  Hbat-  the  Gdfcon 
Lords  ftill  remain’d- at  •  re- 

‘.prefented  to'  his  Father  the- old  King  hov/.fa- 
'tal  the  Effeds  .of-4 -''this'  ill-tiiti-’d-’ Generality 
might  prove  to 'their- Affairs,-  hot  doubting 
but  the  GaJcoE Lords-  were-  about  to  transfer 
their  Allegiance  to  the  French -King,  ahd 
were  entering  into  a-  Confpiraey  with  that 
‘‘Court,  to  drive  the  Engtifrf  from  the  Conti-  j 

-nent.  Blit  JCmg-C&hr/«,  •who-  was-  eminent 
for  his  treacherous  Arts,  from 'whence -he  ob¬ 
tain’d 'the' Name-  of  :Fhe  /^?/?a'mong--his  Sub- 
4  Vo  l,  XVII.  M  m  m  je<fts, 
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^.£>.1369  jedls,  always  profefling  an  inviolable  Friend- 
fhip  for  King  Edward ,  and  that  he  was  ready 
to  perform  every  Article  of  the  late  Peace, 
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affuring  him, 


that  nothing 


but  the  extreme 


Poverty  of  his  Kingdom  had  prevented  his 
paying  the  remainder  of  his  Father’s  Ranfom, 
by  thefe  and  fuch  like  Profeffions  he  lull’d 
the  King  afleep  till  his  Plots  were  ripe,  and 
then  began  to  talk  in  another  Strain,  he  now 
no  longer  refus’d  the  Appeal  of  the  Gafcon 
K.  Charles  Lords,  but  fummon’d  the  Prince  of  Wales 
fummons  as  his  Vaffal,  to  appear  and  anfwer  their  Com- 
the  Prince  plaints,  before  the  Court  of  Peers  of  France , 
to  appear  Lrince  treated  with  the  Contempt 

as  his  Vaf-  it  deferv’d,  and  told  his  Melfengers,  that  if 
fal.  he  appear’d,  it  would  be  at  the  Head  of  fix- 
ty  thoufand  Men  •,  whereupon  both  Sides  pre¬ 
par’d  for  War. 

The  Reafons  the  French  gave  for  this  Con¬ 
duct,  were,  that  the  Englijh  Troops  (by  which 
they  meant  the  Companions )  did  not  quit  the 
Territories  of  France  fo  foon  as  they  ought 
to  have  done  ;  and  that  King  Edward  had 
not  executed  the  Renunciation  to  that  Crown, 
as  the  late  Treaty  required.  But  as  to  the 
firft,  it  may  be  remembred,  that  King  Ed¬ 
ward  iffu’d  his  Proclamations  againft  the 
Companions ,  at  the  inftance  of  the  French 
Court,  and  even  offer’d  to  reduce  them  by 
Force  of  Arms,  which  the  French  themfelves 
defir’d  he  would  not  attempt  ;  and  as  to  the 
Renunciation,  King  Edward  was  not  oblig’d 
to  make  it  till  K.  John’s,  Ranfom  was  paid,  the 
Hoftages  return’d  who  had  made  their  Efcape, 
and  fome  other  Articles  executed  on  the  part 
of  France.  But  where  a  treacherous  Prince 
fees  he  can  make  an  Advantage  by  breaking 
with  his  Neighbours,  the  moft  trivial  Pre¬ 
tences 
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tences  will  ferve  his  turn.  The  French  King  ^•ZXl36? 
had  now  by  one  means  or  other  got  mod:  of  ^  3 

the  Hoftages  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Eng- 
lijh  ;  he  had  corrupted  the  Lords  in  the  fe- 
veral  Provinces  of  France  belonging  to  King 
Edward  ;  he  had  eftablifh’d  King  Henry  his 
Friend  on  the  Throne  of  Caftille ,  and  entered 
into  Alliances  with  feveral  other  Powers,  and 
under  Pretence  of  raifing  Money  to  pay  his 
Father’s  Ranfom,  had  heap’d  up  a  very  great 
Treafure,  and  in  thefe  Circumftances  he  was 
not  afraid  to  renew  the  War  with  England ,  or 
at  all  troubled  about  the  Injuftice  or  Treache¬ 
ry  he  had  been  guilty  of,  in  order  to  bring 
his  Affairs  into  this  advantagious  Situation. 

The  Prince  of  Wale? s  Illnefs  alfo,  which  the 
French  Phyficians  pronounc’d  Incurable,  gave 
him  great  Encouragement  to  hope  for  Suc- 
cefs  in  this  War.  The  Prince  it  feems  had 
never  been  in  a  good  State  of  Health  fince 
the  Expedition  to  Spain  to  reftore  Don  Pedro , 
and  was  now  far  gone  in  a  Dropfy. 

Here  it  is  natural  to  make  fome  Reflections  Some  Re- 
on  the  different  Characters  of  the  Englijh  and 
French  Courts;  the  one  brave,  generous,  and  ^  Q°f-ntlie 
open-hearted  •,  the  other  crafty,  treacherous,  EugUJh'z.^ 
and  cruel.  When  King  Edward  and  his  vidto-  French  on 
rious  Son  had  humbled  their  Enemies,  made 
an  advantagious  Peace,  and  taken  Hoftages  tj,° 
for  the  Performance  of  it  on  the  fide  of  France , 
one  would  have  thought  they  had  put  it  out 
of  the  Power  of  that  Nation  to  have  difturb’d 
their  Repofe  for  fome  time :  But  fuch  was  the 
Eafinefs  and  Compaffion  of  King  Edward, 
that  he  liftned  too  readily  to  the  miferable 
Complaints  of  the  Conquer’d-,  their  King 
was  ever  reprefenting  how  his  Country  had 
been  impoverilh’d  and  exhaufted  by  the  late 
M  mm  2  War, 
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J.Da  369  W ar,  in  order  to  induce  Edward  to  give  him 
time  for  the  Payment  of  his  Father’s  Ran- 
fdm,  of  which  he  made  no  other  ufe  than  to 
heap  up  a  Sum  of  Money,  and  put  himlelf 
in  a  Condition  to  break  through  every  Article 
of  the  late  Peace  •,  the  Hoftages  and  Prifoners 
Endeavour’d  to  move  the  King’s  Companion, 
by  lamenting  their  Exile,  and  pretending 
their  Fortunes  were  ruin’d  by  their  Abfence 
from  home,  and  when  they  had  obtain’d  more 
Freedom  than  was  at  firfl  allow’d  them,  or 
procur’d  Liberty  to  vifit  their  Native  Coun¬ 
try,  they  took  the  Opportunity  of  running 
£Way,  and  doing  their  Benefador  all  the  Mif- 
chief  that  lay  in  their  Power,  which  was  the 
Cafe  particularly  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou  and 
the  Duke  of  Berry ,  the  French  King’s  two 
Brothers,  who  ought  to  be  for  ever  ftigma- 
tiz’d  for  their  Treachery  and  Ingratitude. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  Excufe  can  we 
make  for  King  Edward ,  who  fuffer’d  him- 
felf  fo  often  to  be  impos’d  on  by  the  fame 
People,  and  thereby  gave  them  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  ravifhing  from  him  all  the  Conquefts 
he  had  made  with  infinite  Flazard  and  Ex¬ 
pence.  But  as  the  King  was  unfortunately 
Compaffionate,  fo  he  was  brave  and  fearlefs 
to  a  Fault,  and  perhaps  depended  too  much 
on  his  Military  Skill ;  he  could  not  believe 
that  King  Charles ,  a  timerous  Prince,  that 
never  appear’d  but  once  in  Adion,  and  then 
run  away,  and  fuffer’d  the  King  his  Father 
to  be  made  Prifoner,  durft  ever  enter  into 
another  War  with  England.  Fie  did  not  con- 
fider  that  the  French  had  feveral  brave  Ge¬ 
nerals,  Men  of  long  Experience  ;  •  and  per¬ 
haps  did  not  know  or  believe  it  poffible  for 
Charles  to  corrupt  the  Gafcon  Lords,  who 
..A  .  had 
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had  been  fodong  under  the  Dominion  of  the'  J 
Englijh ,  and  to  whofe  Courage  and  Conduct  — ~ — — 
the  EngHJhvstue  in  a  great  Meafure  indebted; 
for  their  former  Succeis.  He  did  not  pofllbiy 
confider  his  own  declining  Years,  nor  could  he 
forefee  the  Prince  of  lV-ak?z  want  of  Health 
and  Inability  to  fupply  his  room  at  the  Head 
of  his  Troops  ;  but  when  all  thefe  unfortunate 
Circumftances  concurr’d,  the  Face  of  things 
appear’d  to  be  much  alter’d  :  Nay,  the  French 
were  now  in  a  manner  allur’d  of  Succefs. 

They  had  gain’d  almoft  every  Town  and 
every  Man  of  Note  in  the  Provinces  belongs 
ing  to  England  on  that  fide  the  Water,  who 
were  ready  to  betray  their  Sovereign.  And 
the  old  King  too  late  faw  his  Weaknefs  in  re^ 
leafing  the  Hoftages  and  Prifoners,  who  were 
of  fuch  Quality,  and  fo  numerous,  that  the 
French  durft  never  have  thought  of  breaking 
the  Peace  if  they  had  ftill  remain’d  in  Eng¬ 
land.  •  : 

The  War  was  begun  by  the  Rebel  Gallon  The  War 
Lords,  fupported  under-hand  by  the  French  ^cbei- 
King,  who  not  having  yet  drawn  :the  Scofa  ]i0Us  Gaf- 
into  a  Confederacy  with  him,  and  made  the  cons. 
other  requifite  Preparations  for  fo  great.- an 
Undertaking,  did  no  think  fit  to  declare  .War 
againft  England  as  yet.  The  firft  Addon 
happen’d  near  Montanhan ,  where  the  Lord 
Albret  and  other  Malecontents  on  the  Fron¬ 
tiers  of  Gafcony  fell' upon  a  Party  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  Men,  commanded  by  Sir  Thomas  JVake 
the  Senefcal  of  Guienne ,  and  defeated  them  *, 
but  Sir  Thomas  had  the  good  Fortune  to  efcape 
to  Montanban  by  the  lwiftnefs  of  his  Florfe. 

The  Prince  of  Waljes  finding  his  Health  de-  The  Lord 
cline  apace,  which  fome  imputed  to  poyfon  Chandois 
given  him,  either  by  Bon  Pedro  King  of  Ca- 

ft  die ,  UJbT roops.. 
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A.D.  1369  ftilte,  or  by  his  Brother  the  Earl  of  Lancajler , 
for  which  there  was  no  manner  of  Founda¬ 
tion,  fent  for  the  Lord  Chandois  out  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  to  command  the  Englijh  Troops.  And 
now  the  French  King’s  Defigns  being  ripe,  he 
fent  over  an  inconfiderable  Fellow  as  a  Herald 
to  defy  King  Edward •,  and  at  the  fame  time 
feiz’d  on  Abbeville  and  the  reft  of  the  Towns 
in  Ponthieu ,  to  the  great  Surprize  of  the  Eng¬ 
lijh ,  who  apprehending  they  were  yet  in  full 
Peace  with  France ,  were  not  upon  their 
Guard,  or  had  made  any  Preparations  to  re¬ 
fill  the  Enemy  on  that  fide. 

At  the  fame  time  King  Edward  expedled 
every  day  to  be  attack’d  by  the  Scots ,  who 
were  enter’d  into  an  Alliance  with  France ; 
and  to  diftra6l  him  the  more.  King  Charles 
gave  out  that  he  intended  to  invade  both 
England  and  Ireland.  Whereupon  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  being  afiembled  in  'Trinity  Term ,  the 
King  laid  the  State  of  the  War  before  them  ; 
and  it  was  refolv’d  in  the  firft  place,  that  fince 
the  French  had  thus  notorioully  broken  the 
Peace,  the  King  fhould  reaffume  the  Title 
and  Arms  of  France ,  and  his  Seals  were  im¬ 
mediately  alter’d  accordingly.  They  alfo 
granted  the  King  large  Supplies  for  carrying 
on  the  War,  viz.  forty-three  Shillings  and 
four  Pence  on  every  Sack  of  Wool  belonging 
to  Denizens,  and  as  much  for  every  twenty 
Dozen  of  Fells,  and  four  Pounds  Sterling  on 
every  Laft  of  Skins,  fifty-three  Shillings  and 
four  Pence  on  every  Sack,  & c.  belonging  to 
Denizens,  and  five  Pounds  fix  Shillings  and 
eight  Pence  Sterling  for  every  Laft  of  Skins 
The  belonging  to  Aliens,  befides  former  Duties, 
Lands  of  which  were  very  considerable.  The  Lands  of 
Ahen$iarS  th?  Friars  Aliens  were  again  feiz’d  and  their 
fsiz’d.  Perfons 
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Perfons  confin’d,  that  they  might  not  give  ^.0.1369 
Intelligence  or  aft  in  concert  with  the  Enemy.  ~  “7 - 

The  Staple  was  remov’d  from  Calais  into 
England  during  the  War,  and  a  Pardon  was 
granted  for  all  Offences  in  the  King’s  Forefls. 

Several  other  beneficial  Afts  alfo  pafs’d  in  re¬ 
lation  to  private  Right.  Whereupon  the  King 
gave  the  Parliament  his  Thanks,  and  declar’d 
that  all  Perfons  who  engag’d  in  the  French 
War  fhould  be  entitled  to  fuch  Towns,  Ter¬ 
ritories  and  Places,  as  they  could  poffefs  them- 
felves  of  in  that  Kingdom,  referving  only  the 
Regalities  and  the  Lands  of  the  Church.  And 
as  an  Invafion  was  expefted,  the  Bifhops  and 
the  reft  of  the  Clergy  were  order’d  to  arm 
themfelves,  their  Servants  and  Tenants,  and 
to  be  in  a  readinefs  to  defend  the  Coafts. 

On  the  other  fide  the  Water,  we  find,  the 
War  was  no  fooner  declar’d,  but  the  Dukes 
of  Anjou  and  Berry ,  who  had  afted  fo  very 
difhonourably  in  abufing  the  Liberty  given 
them  by  the  King  of  England  when  they  were 
Hoftages,  became  the  moft  implacable  Ene¬ 
mies  to  that  Prince,  plundering  and  harrafling 
the  Principality  of  Aquitaine  on  every  fide. 
Whereupon  the  Earls  of  Cambridge  and  Pem¬ 
broke  were  fent  over  with  a  confiderable  Rein¬ 
forcement  to  the  Prince  of  Wales's,  Ailiftance  * 
and  Sir  Hugh  Calverly ,  who  had  been  left  in 
Spain  with  fix  thoufand  Companions  to  receive 
the  Money  due  from  Don  Pedro ,  (which  was 
never  paid)  now  join’d  the  Prince.  Where¬ 
upon  the  Englijh  ravag’d  the  Frontiers  of 
France  in  their  turn,  and  the  French  could 
boaft  of  no  great  Advantages  yet,  unlefs  in 
corrupting  the  Subjefts  of  Guienne ,  and  bring¬ 
ing  them  over  to  their  Party.  They  made 
ufe  both  off  J^ivines  and  Lawyers  to  fet  forth 

their 
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J.D- 1369  their  Prince’s  Right  to  the  Englijh  Territories 

• - - —  in  France ,  and  to  fhew  the  Juftice  of  their 

Quarrel  ;  tho’  thefe  Stratagems  would  have 
hud  but  little  Weight,  if  the  People  had  not 
been  already  prepar’d  and  biafs’d  inFavour  of 
th ^French,  whofe  Neighbours  they  were,  while 
the  Englifh  were  look’d  on  as  Foreigners, 
and  their  Cuftoms  by  no  Means  agreeable  to 
thofe  who  inhabited  the  Continent.  We  find 
the  French  King  alfo  amufing  his  People  with 
folemn  Procefiions,  Fallings  arid  Prayers,  for 
the  Succefs  of  his  Arms,  endeavouring,  like 
other  crafty  Princes,  to  infinuate  that  his 
Caufe  was  the  Caufe  of  God.  Whereupon 
King  Eckvard  in  his  own  Defence  order’d  the 
Biihop  of  London  and  the  reft  of  the  Clergy  to 
declare  in  their  Sermons  the  Juftice  ol  his 
Title  to  his  Territories  on  the  other  fide  the 
Water,  and  the  treacherous  and  fcandalous 
.  Breach  of  the  Peace  which  the  French  had 
.  been  guilty  of :  And  as  the  French  were  en- 
.  tirely  fatisfy’d  with  the  Arguments  of  their 
Clergy  on  thefe  Topicks,  fo  the  EngliJJj 
leem’d  no  lefs  convinc’d  of  the  juftice  of 
King  Edward's  Claim. 

But  King  Charles  gain’d  a  great  Advantage 
of  Edward  in  the  Alliances  he  form’d.  The 
Emperor  was  his  faithful  Allie  as  well  as  the 
King  of  Cafiille  \  and  this  Year  he  prevail’d 
with  the  Earl  of  Flanders  to  marry  his  Daugh¬ 
ter  and  Heirefs  to  his  Brother  Philip  Duke  of 
Burgundy ,  whereby  he  confirm’d  that  Coun¬ 
try  in  the  Intereft  of  France ,  as  well  as  Hai- 
■najiU ,  Brabant  and  the  adjacent  Provinces. 
The  Englijh  alfo  were  very  unfortunate  this 
Year  in  the  Lofs  of  fome  of  their  bell:  Gene- 
Lord  jrals,  particularly  the  Lord  Chandois ,  who 

Cbandoh  was  kiiptf 'm  a  Skirmilh  wherein  he  happen’d 
tdl’d.  t0 
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to  be  over-power’d.  This  Nobleman  feems  A.D.  1369 
to  have  been  the  mod  accomplifh’d  General  ”'" 1 
of  his  time.  The  Battels  of  CreJJy ,  Poi fliers, 

Auray  and  Najara ,  abundantly  manifefted  his 
Military  Skill  •,  and  while  he  liv’d,  the  Eng- 
'Vifh  Affairs  in  France  appear’d  to  be  in  no  ill 
Situation,  notwithftanding  the  Defection  of 
the  Gafcon  and  Poiflovin  Lords,  and  the  for¬ 
midable  Alliances  the  French  King  had  made  • 
againft  England.  Nor  was  he  lefs  qualify’d 
for  a  Governor  in  time  of  Peace,  for  this  No¬ 
bleman  King  Edward  pitch’d  upon  to  make 
his  Lieutenant  of  the  Territories  yielded  to 
him  by  the  Treaty  of  Britigny,  whofe  Admi- 
niftration  appear’d  extremely  agreeable  to 
that  People  •,  tho’  it  was  with  great  Reluctance 
they  fubmitted  at  firft  to  the  Englijh  Jurif- 
diCtion. 

The  French  had  made  great  Preparations 
the  beginning  of  this  Year  to  invade  England 
but  on  King  Edward's  embarking  an  Army 
for  Calais  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke 
of  Lancafter ,  that  Defign  was  laid  afide.  The 
Duke  of  Burgundy  however,  who  was  to  have 
had  the  Condudt  of  that  Expedition,  affem- 
bled  a  numerous  Army  to  oppofe  the  Duke 
of  Lancafter  \  but  as  Lancafter  had  entrench’d 
his  Forces,  the  French  did  not  think  fit  to  The 
attack  him  ;  and  indeed,  ’tis  faid,  all  the  LrmchGz- 
French  Generals  had  pofitive  Orders  from  ?er,a,ls  or~ 
King  Charles  not  to  hazard  a  Battel.  Where-  »  engage 
upon  they  contented  themfelves  with  fending  the  Engljb 
Detachments  of  their  Troops  into  the  Englijh  Arm>  - 
Pale  and  furprizing  their  For treffes  *,  and  the 
Englijh  alfo  divided  their  Troops  and  afted  in 
the  like  manner.  There  was  no  general  En¬ 
gagement,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  us’d  to 
be  the  Soul  of  Aflion,  lying  dangeroufly  ill 
VOL.  XVII;  Non  at 
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at  Angoulefme.  In  one  of  thefe  Incurfions 
made  by  the  Englijh ,  the  Caftle  of  Belle  Perche 
was  taken,  and  in  it  the  Queen-Mother  of 
France ,  who  was  afterwards  exchang’d  for  an 
Englijh  Officer  of  Diftindtion.  In  the  mean 
time  the  good  Queen  Philippa  fell  fick  in 
England ,  and  died  on  the  15th  of  Augujl ,  to 
the  inexpreffible  Grief  of  both  King  and  Peo¬ 
ple.  As  many  of  the  GaJ'con  Lords  had  de- 
ferted  the  Englijh  Intereft,  fo  many  more  were 
fufpecfted  of  Treachery,  and  being  try’d,  were 
eonvidled  and  executed  as  Traytors,  which 
very  much  alienated  the  Minds  of  the  reft  3 
and  King  Charles  taking  upon  him  at  the 
fame  time  to  declare  the  Prince  of  JVales 
Contumatious  for  not  appearing  in  the  Court 
of  Peers,  and  that  all  the  Englijh  Territories 
in  France  were  forfeited  to  that  Crown,  the 
Defection  of  the  Gafcon  Nobility  became  ftill 
more  general. 

The  following  Year  the  French  King  rais’d 


two  confiderable  Armies,  and  lent  them  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  the  Dukes  of  Anjou  and 
^  Berry  to  the  Frontiers  oiJGuienne  and  Poijiou^ 
Towns  where  they  took  no  lefs  than  forty  Towns  and 
taken  by  Fortrefles,  which  they  found  the  difcontented 
the  French.  Governors  ready  to  deliver  into  their  Hands  j 
but  the  King  of  England  fending  a  Reinforce¬ 
ment  of  four  or  five  thouland  Men  to  the 
Affiftance  of  the  Prince  of  JVales ,  they  thought 
fit  to  retire  on  his  taking  the  Field,  and  a- 
voided  an  Engagement  with  him. 

An  Englijh  In  the  mean  Time  the  King  embark’d  an 
Army  fent  Army  of  thirty  thoufand  Men,  and  fent 
j° £  ^  A ,  them-  to  Calais ,  under  the  Command  of  Sir 
Country  to  Robert  Knczvles,  who  burnt  and  deftroy’d  the 
the  Gates  Country,  or  laid  it  under  Contribution,  to 
ef  Paris ,  the  very  Gates  cf  Paris ,  where  King  Charles 

had 
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had  fhut  himfelf  up,  and  faw  his  Country  in  4£>.  1369 

Flames  about  him  rather  than  hazard  a  Battel  - - 

to  relieve  his  Subjects :  But  there  being  feveral 
Noblemen  in  Sir  Robert’s  Army,  who  in  their  ^ 
Retreat  from  Paris  refus’d  to  be  commanded  by 
him,  and  Mifunderftandings  arifing  among  the 
Generals,  of  which  the  French  had  Intelligence 
by  a  treacherous  Officer  in  the  Englijh  Army, 

Sir  Bertram  du  Guefcelin ,  who  had  lately  been 
made  Conftable  of  France ,  fell  upon  a  De¬ 
tachment  of  the  Englifh ,  which  was  feparated 
from  the  main  Body,  and  entirely  defeated 
them. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Prince  of  JVales  Limoges 
caus’d  himfelf  to  be  carried  to  the  Army  in  a  ^tapC^ey 
Litter,  and  laid  Siege  to  the  City  of  Limoges  and  alj  th’ 
which  had  been  betray’d  to  the  French ,  and  inhabi- 
having  taken  it  by  Storm,  put  all  the  Inha-  tantsputto 
bitants  to  the  Sword,  Men,  Women  and  theSworti- 
Children,  except  the  Biffiop  and  two  or  three 
of  the  principal  Officers  of  the  Garrifon, 
making  them  a  terrible  Example  of  his  Ven¬ 
geance  to  the  reft  of  his  deceitful  Subje&s, 
who  were  ever  plotting  to  introdijce  French 
Troops  into  his  Principality. 

The  Prince  had  the  Misfortune,  in  the  be-  A. D. 1371 

ginning  of  the  following  Year,  to  lofe  his  eldeft - - 

Son  EdwardPlantagenet  in  the  7th  Year  of  his  ^-  45^-3 
Age  *,  and  finding  his  own  Health  decline  to 
fuch  a  Degree  that  he  could  no  longer  be  fer-  eldeft  Son 
viceable  in  the  Field,  he  took  the  Advice  of  to  the 
his  Phyficians  and  return’d  to  England ,  to  fee  of 
if  his  Native  Air  would  be  of  any  Advantage  di(fs  LS' 
to  him,  carrying  with  him  his  youngeft  Son 
Richard  •,  and  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  was  con-  The 
ftituted  his  Lieutenant  of  Aquitaine.  No  Prince  re= 
fooner  was  the  Prince  fail’d  for  England ,  but 
many  more  of  the  Poiftovin  Lords  revolted  tng  a”  ‘ 

N  n  a  2,  w  and 
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-4.J.I371  and  furrender’d  their  Caftles  to  the  French , 
a°d  c^e  Englijh  were  entirely  driven  out  of 
the  Province  of  Roitvergne ,  tho’  the  Duke  of 
Lane  after  was  not  idle  in  the  mean  Time,  for 
he  laid  Seige  to  the  important  Town  of  Mon- 
f>aon ,  _  and  took  it,  and  guarded  the  Englijh 
Frontiers  with  great  Bravery. 

The  State  The  Parliament  being  afiembled  zxWefl- 
cf  the  War  minfler  in  Lent  this  Year,  the  King  laid  the 
laid  before  State  of  the  War  before  them,  and  demanded 

ment'arlia~  a  ^UPP^’  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Chancellor, 
William  of  Wickham  ,  Bifliop  of  Winchejler. 
The  principal  Motive  made  Ufe  of,  to  induce 
them  to  give  large  Supplies,  in  this  Seflions, 
as  well  as  in  fome  former,  I  find,  was  the 
Danger  of  an  Invafion  from  France ,  it  be¬ 
ing  infinuated  ,  that  the  French  King  was  de¬ 
termin’d  to  deftroy  both  the  Englijh  Name 
and  Nation  ;  tho’  I  am  very  well  fatisfied, 
the  Court  of  England  was  under  no  Appre- 
henfions  from  thefe  Threats ,  if  any  fuch 
were  made  ;  but  this  was  like  to  make  the 
moft  fenfible  Impreflions  on  the  Audience,  and 
therefore  moft  inflated  on  ;  and  this  Conduct 
has  been  obferved  in  almoft  every  fucceeding 
Reign,  when  Money  has  been  wanting.  The 
real  Occafion  of  the  Demand  is  feldom  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  but  fome  pretended  Dan¬ 
ger,  moft  likely  to  influence  the  People  to 
A  Sum  le-  open  their  Purfes. 

vy’d  °n4;  The  Clergy  having  made  the  King  a  Pre- 
bywIyHjj  fent  of  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds,  the  Parlia- 
Suppiy.  ment  alfo  granted  him  another  Sum  of  Fifty 
Thoufand  Pounds,  to  be  raifed  by  levying 
1 1.  2  s.  4  d.  on  every  Parifh,  imagining  there 
were  near  Fifty  Thoufand  Parifhes  in  England  ; 
but  when  the  Number  of  the  Parifhes  came  to 
be  enquired  into,  it  appeared  there  were  not 

ten 
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Ten  Thoufand  fo  much  were  the  Miniftry  1 3 7T 
miftaken  in  the  Number  of  Parifhes  •,  where-  ft  , 
upon,  the  Parliament  were  obliged  to  advance 
the  Tax  to  5/.  16  a.  on  every  Parifh,  and 
this  rais’d  but  1 8 1  /.  8  j.  above  the  Sum  in¬ 
tended  to  be  rais’d. 

The  Commons  alfo  petitioned  the  King,  TheCom- 
that  the  great  Offices  of  Scate  might  be  filled  mons  peti- 
with  the  Lay  NoFility  and  Gentry,  and  the  t)0n> 
Ecclefiafticks  remov’d  •,  whereupon,  William 
of  Wickham,  Biffiop  o iWmchefter,  the  Chan-  not  enjoy 
cellor,  furrender’d  the  Seals,  and  Sir  Robert  the  Great 
Thorp  was  conflituted  Lord  Chancellor  in  his  ^ffices 
Stead.  The  Biffiop  of  Exeter ,  LordTreafurer,  tate' 
alfo  was  remov’d,  and  fucceeded  by  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Scroope ,  a  Baron  of  the  Realm.  Laftly, 
the  Commons  petition’d  that  the  Statute  of 
Magna  Charta ,  the  Statutes  relating  to  Pur¬ 
veyances,  and  others  made  for  fecuring  the 
Liberty  and  Property  of  the  Subjed,  might 
be  duly  obferv’d  •,  for  in  this  Time  of  War 
it  feems  they  were  too  often  infring’d. 

And  now  the  Armies  being  in  their  Win-  TheDukes 
ter  Quarters  in  Aquitaine ,  the  two  Brothers,  Q^-g-rftafter 
the  Duke  of  Lane  after,  and  the  Earl  of  Cam- 
bridge ,  were  advifed  by  fome  of  their  Friends  ry  thePrin- 
to  make  their  Addrefies  to  the  two  Princeffes,  ceffes  d 
Donna  Conftantia ,  and  Donna  Ifabella ,  the  fur-  CaP^c- 
viving  Daughters  of  Don  Pedro ,  late  King 
of  Cajlille ,  who  remain’d  in  Aquitaine  as  Plo¬ 
ttages  for  the  Charges  the  Prince  of  Wales  had 
been  at  in  the  Spanifh  Expedition.  It  was 
fuggefted  to  the  Duke  of  Lancafter ,  that  by 
marrying  the  eldeft  he  would  acquire  a  Title 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Caftille ,  now  poffieffed  by 
their  Baftard  Uncle  •,  and  the  Earl  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  on  Failure  of  Iffue  of  the  Eldeft,  had 
a  remote  Profped,  that  his  Children  might 
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ji.D.  1371  one  Day  inherit  that  Crown  j  and  according- 

* - -  ly  they  were  married  to  the  two  Sifters  a t 

Bourde'aux,  which  prov’d  however  very  de^- 
ftrudtive  to  the  Englijh  Affairs  in  France  j  for 
Henry  the  Bajlard ,  now  upon  the  Throne  of 
Cajlule ,  apprehending  that  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
cafter  would  attempt  to  difpoffefs  him  of  his 
Crown,  enter’d  into  a  League  offenfive  and 
defenfive  with  France ,  and  fitted  out  a  Fleet, 
which  ruin’d  all  King  Edward’s  Meafures  for 
the  Defence  of  his  tranfmarine  Dominions, 
tho’  fome  Years  afterwards  indeed,  at  the 
Conclufion  of  a  very  long  and  expenfive  War, 
between  the  Englijh  and  Caftilians ,  the  Daugh¬ 
ter  and  Heirefsof  the  Duke  of  Lane  after  by  the 
Spanijh  Princefs  was  married  to  the  Grandlon  of 
Henry  the  Baftard,  and  thereby  the  Pofterity  of 
the  Duke  were  advanced  to  that  Throne,  as 
will  appear  in  the  Cpurfe  of  this  Hiftory. 
j.D. ^72  Soon  after  the  Concluftcn  of  thefe  Mar- 

— - -  riages,  the  French  King,  having  corrupted 

Ed. 3  fome  Qf  Burgeffes  of  Rochelle ,  prevail’d 
wjth  Henry  King  of  Caftille  to  fend  a  ftrong 
Fleet  to  lie  before  that  City,  either  to  coun¬ 
tenance  an  Infurredtion  in  his  Favour,  or  to 
prevent  any  Relief  being  brought  to  the  Gar- 
rifon  by  Sea.  The  Spaniards  had  not  lain 
long  before  the  Place,  but  the  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke ,  with  confiderable  Supplies  of  Men  and 
Money  for  the  Englifh  Army,  arrived  in 
The  Earl  Sight  of  Rochelle ,  and  not  expecting  to  find 
an  Enemy  there,  had  not  brought  a  Convoy 
theming  of  fufheient  to  protedt  him  j  however,  it  being 
CajMlJs  now  too  late  to  retreat,  and  believing  he  fhould 
Fleet  before  have  reciev’d  fome  Affiftance  from  the  Town, 
Rochelle,  pe  engag’d  the  Spaniards  \  But  the  Townf- 
Prifoner."  men  were  ln  the  French  Intereft,  and  the  Gar- 
rifon  fo  fmall,  that  few  of  the  Soldiers  cou’d 

he 
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b<?  fpar’d,  for  Fear  of  an  InfurreCtion.  The 
Englijh  therefore,  after  they  had  fhewn  a  great 
deal  of  Bravery,  and  maintain’d  the  Fight  for 
two  Days,  were  oblig’d  to  fubrnit  to  the  Ene¬ 
my,  who  were  twice  their  Number,  and  their 
Ships  of  much  larger  Dimenfions.  The  Earl 
of  Pembroke ,  with  feveral  other  Noblemen, 
and  Knights  of  DiftinCtion,  were  carried  Pri- 
foners  into  Spain  •,  the  Treafure  they  brought 
from  England ,  for  paying  the  Troops  in 
Poidlou ,  being  funk  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Sea, 
during  the  Engagement.  This  unfortunate 
Defeat  happen’d  on  the  23d  of  June.  But 
ftill  their  being  an  Englijh  Garrifon  in  the 
Caftle  of  Rochelle ,  the  difafteCted  Citizens 
durft  not  declare  themfelves  openly  for  the 
French  Intereft.  However,  Lufac ,  Moncon- 
tour ,  Poidliers,  and  a  great  many  other  Towns 
now  fubmitted  to  the  Conftable  of  France^ 
looking  upon  the  Englijh  Affairs  as  defperate 
bn  that  fide  the  Vfater. 

About  the  fame  Time  the  French  King  re¬ 
tain’d  in  his  Service  one  Owen ,  a  Weljh  Offi¬ 
cer,  who  pretended  to  be  lineally  defcended 
from  the  Princes  of  Wales,  and  exprefs’d  an 
implacable  Hatred  againft  the  Englijh ,  for 
depriving  his  Anceftorsof  that  Principality  : 
This  Man  had  ferved  the  Spaniards  both  by 
Sea  and  Land,  and  was  in  great  Effeem  with 
Henry  King  of  Cajlille ,  as  well  as  the  King 
of  France.  The  firft  confiaerable  Service  we 
find  him  engag’d  in  againft  the  Englijh  was  in 
the  Ifle  of  Guernjey ,  where  he  defeated  the 
Governor  at  the  Head  of  the  Militia  of  the 
Ifland,  and  had  near  made  himfelf  Mafter  of 
it,  when  he  was  fent  for  by  the  Kings  of 
France  and  Spain ,  and  made  Admiral  of  an¬ 
other  Fleet,-  defign’d  to  afiift  in  the  Reducti¬ 
on 
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A.D.x'yia.  on  of  Rochelle:  There  being  feveral  thoufand 
— T“  Land  Forces  put  on  board  this  FJeet,  Owen 
made  a  Defcent  on  the  Coaft  near  Rochelle , 
Owen,  the  and  lurpriz’d  and  defeated  a  Detachment  of 
pretended  the  Englif/j  Forces,  foon  after  his  Arrival  there, 
/r/^  °de  w^°  were  commanded  by  the  Captal  of  Bufjhe , 
feao  the  Ling  Edward’s  General  on  that  Side,  which 
Bnglifr  Ge-  gave  another  great  Shock  to  the  Englijh  Inte- 
neral,  near  reft,  there  being  fcarce  another  Officer  of 
^tnoukfme  Lote  left  in  Poidlou  ;  whereupon,  Angoulefme , 
iubmit ant^  feveral  other  Cities,  fubmitted  to  the 


to  France. 
Rochelle  be¬ 
tray'd. 


Conftable  of  France ,  and  a  very  little  after 
the  Malecontents  in  Rochelle  found  Means  to 
decoy  the  Commander  of  the  Caftle,  and  molt 
of  his  Garrifon,  out  of  that  Fortrefs,  and  ha¬ 
ving  made  them  Priloners,  furrender’d  the 
Town  to  the  French ,  on  Condition  that  the 
Caftle,  which  had  long  been  a  Terror  to  them, 
might  be  demolifh’d.  In  the  mean  Time 
King  Edward  raifed  one  of  the  fineft  Armies 
he  had  ever  commanded,  in  order  to  come  to 
the  Relief  of  his  Subjedts  in  Poidlou,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  City  of  Fhouars ,  which  was 
now  befteg’d  by  the  French  :  Before  he  went 
on  board  he  aflembled  aParliament,  and  decla¬ 
red  his  Grandfon  Prince  Richard  his  Succeftor, 
after  his  own  and  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  Death, 
and  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  took  the 
„  ,  Oaths  to  the  Succeflion  *,  after  which,  he  em- 

cni  bark's ;  bark’d,  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  Flow- 
wish  a  fineer  of  h o  Englijh  Nobility,  having  conftitu ted 
Army  for  Princ t  Richard  Guardian  of  the  Kingdom  by  a 
Charter  dated  at  Sandwich,  the  30th  of  Au- 
gufi.  The  Fleet  foon  came  in  Sight  of  the 
Coafts  of  Normandy  and  Bretagne,  but  after¬ 
wards  met  with  Storms  and  contrary  Winds, 
fo  that  having  fpent  a  whole  Month  beating 
at  Sea,  in  order  to  make  Rochelle ,  they  were 
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p:t  laft  forc’d  to  return  back  to  England ,  without  A.D.^jz 
being  able  to  fend  any  Relief  to  their  Friends  .  ~ 

bn  the  Continent ;  and  now  the  City  of  Thou- 
ars,  which  had  long  held  out,  in  Hopes  of  but  is  dri- 
this  Relief,  was  oblig’d  to  furrender,  as  molt  vasbackto 
of  the  neighbouring  Towns  had  already  done.  England. 
This  Attempt  of  King  Edward's,  to  recover 
his  Territories  in  France ,  coft  him,  ’tis  faid, 
hine  hundred  th'buland  Marks.  Soon  after 
his  Return  to  England ,  the  Prince  of  Walts 
growing  much  wonfe,  and  apprehending  his 
Death  approaching,  furrender’d  the  Dutchy 
of  Aqnitain  into  the  King’s  Hands,  by  a 
Charter  bearing  Date  the  5th  of  Qffober. 

The  Duke  of  Bretagne ,  the  King’s  Son-in- 
law,  had  always  remain’d  a  faft  Friend  to  the 
Englijh,  but  the  Nobility  of  that  Dutchy  had 
been  corrupted  by  the  French  King,  and 
were  generally  in  his  Intereft,  infomuch  that 
the  Duke  found  himfelfin  Danger  of  being 
taken,  and  deliver’d  up  to  the  French  by  his 
Subjedls,  and  therefore  defir’d  King  Edward 
to  fend  him  a  Reinforcement  of  EngUJh  T roops,- 
that  might  protect  him  again!!  his  di  faffed  tec! 

Nobility.  Accordingly  a  Detachment  of  A  Detach- 
jight  hundred  or  a  thoufand  Men  were  dm- 
bark’d  for  Bril  any,  and  ferved  as  a  Guard  for  anc‘e  c/the 
the  Duke  j  and  at  the  fame  time  the  King  con-  Duke  of1 
ftituted  him  Earl  of  Richmond ,  a  Title  that  Bretagne, 
many  of  his  Anceftors  had  born.  And  the 
Duke  of  Lancaster ,  who  was  till  then  Earl  of 
Richmond ,  had  fome'  other  Honour  confefr’d 
bn  him,  in  lieu  of  that  Title. 

Sivray ,  one  of  the  molt  confiderable  inland  J.D.  1373 
T  owns  t\\tEngUJ]j\vtrt  pofiefs’d  of  in  the  Dutchy  ~  ~~ 

QfJ/£itiiain,wi$ befieg’d the beginningofthe  fol- 


lowingYear  by  the  Conftableof  France 
upon  tire  Englijh  and  Gafcons  in  the 
Yot..  XYH  O  0 


o 


where 

Intereft 

of 


4  66 


The  History  of  England. 

AD.  13-3  of  King  Edward,  alfembled  all  the  Forces 
they  could  radfe,  and  march’d  to  the  relief  of 
it.  But  fome  of  the  mercenary  Companions  in 
the  Englijh  Pay,  obferving  their  Mailers  to 
be  the  weakeft  Side,  went  over  to  the  Ene¬ 
my,  juft  as  the  Armies  were  about  to  engage, 
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Th  zEng- 

Ujh  defeat-  and  the  EngUJh  Forces  were  entirely  routed, 
edncar  on  the  2 2d  of  March ,  1373.  Soon  after 
whereupon  which,  Sivray ,  Niort,  Lufignan ,  and  moll 
feveral  of  the  Towns  of  Aquitain  fubmitted  to 
T owns  fur-  France  Poictou ,  Saintonge,  and  Rochellois 

were  encirelY  1°^  and  a  Sreat  Part  Gaf- 


thi 


Th tFrernb  cony.  Then  the  Conllable  invaded  the  Dutchy 


invade 
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and  take 
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great 
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of  Bretagne,  the  French  King  having  declar’d 
that  Province  to  be  forfeited  by  the  Duke’s 
making  an  Alliance  with  England ,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  Troops  from  thence  :  And  the  King 
of  England  not  fending  a  fufficient  Reinforce¬ 
ment  to  the  Duke’s  Afiillance,  in  time  the 
whole  Country  was  loll,  except  Brejl  and  two 
or  three  other  Towns.  The  Reafon  of  which 
Neglect,  I  prefume,  was  a  Project  King  Ed¬ 
vard  had  form’d  of  attacking  France  on  the 
fide  of  Picardy ,  as  we  find  he  did  about  this 
time,  for  having  tranfported  an  Army,  of 
thirty  thoufand  Men  to  Calais ,  (or  as  fome 
fay  to  Flanders)  commanded  by  the  Dukes 
of  Lane  after  and  Bretagne ,  they  enter’d  the 
Frontiers  of  France  about  the  20th  of  July , 
and  march’d  through  Picardy ,  The  IJle  of 
France ,  Champaign ,  and  Burgundy ,  and  then 
returning  by  Paris ,  they  dellroy’d  Orleanois , 
and  all  that  fine  Country  on  both  fides  the 
Loyre-,  and  afterwards  coming  into  Poidlou, 
they  took  a  full  Revenge  on  the  Natives  of 
Oppofition  j-hjs  an(j  t'ne  neighbouring  Provinces  for  re¬ 
volting  to  the  French  •,  and  continuing  their 
March,  they  came  to  Bourdeaux,  after  they 

had 
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had  vifited  all  the  beft  Provinces  in  the  King-  J-D-itfl 
dom,  without  meeting  any  confiderable  Op-  A  Ed 
pofition.  King  Charles  was  determin’d  to  play 
a  lure  Game,  and  not  to  hazard  his  Crown, 
let  the  Diftreffes  of  his  Subjects  be  never  fo 
great.  His  Generals  were  order’d  to  throw 
their  Troops  into  the  ftrong  Towns,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  harrafs  the  Englijh  Foragers,  but 
never  to  venture  a  general  Battel;  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  Englijh  loft  a  thoufand 
Men  by  the  Sword  in  this  Expedition,  the 
Army  obferv’d  fuch  an  exadt  Difcipline.  A  s  to  Reflexions 
its  being  reduc’d  to  6oooMen  before  it  reach’d  ^x« 
Bourdeaux ,  as  fome  French  Writers  pretend, 

I  give  no  manner  of  Credit  to  this  Relation. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppos’d  that  the  French ,  who 
could  have  attack’d  the  Englijh  with  an  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Men,  commanded  by  expe¬ 
rienc’d  Generals,  would  have  fat  ftill  and  feen 
'their  Country  plunder’d  by  fix  or  feven  thou¬ 
sand  ;  this  muft  refledt  very  grofly  on  the 
Conftable  Du  Guefcelin ,  whom  they  have 
'ftil’d.  The  Restorer  of  France. 

I  am  rather  enclin’d  to  think  that  the  Englijh 
Army  far  exceeded  the  Number  our  Hiftori- 
ans  relate,  for  the  French  muft  be  the  moft 
cowardly  Generation  under  the  Sun,  to  fuffer 
even  thirty  thoufand  Men  to  deftroy  their 
Country  in  that  terrible  manner,  when  the 
whole  Kingdom  was  united  ;  for  the  Englijh 
Army  did  not  march  lefs  than  feven  or  eight 
aundred  Miles  in  their  Country  ( confidering 
:heir  frequent  Counter-marches,  and  this  at 
4  Seafon  of  the  Year  when  all  the  Fruits  of 
the  Earth  were  ripe,  or  but  juft  carried  into 
:heir  Barns.)  It  is  exceeding  ftrange  the 
French  fliould  never  once  offer  them  Battel, 
jr  endeavour  to  maintain  one  fingle  Pafs  a-* 

O  o  0  2  gainft 
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j.D.i  373  gain  ft  them.  King  Edward’s  Affairs  aregc- 
~  —  nerally  laid  to  decline  at  this  time,  and  his 
change  of  Fortune  much  lamented  by  fome 
Writers,  but  furely  never  any  Prince  infulted 
and  trampled  under  Foot  a  mighty  Kingdom 
in  this  manner,  with  fo  fmall  a  Force,  What 
did  all  their  former  boafted  SuccefTes  avail, 
when  their  People  ftill  lay  at  the  Mercy  of 
their  Enemies  ?  King  Edward  appears  more 
formidable  therefore  in  this  fuppos’d  decline 
of  Fortune,  than  the  perjur’d  French  Monarch 
his  Enemy,  who  ow’d  all  his  SuccefTes  to  trea¬ 
cherous  Arts.  If  the  Englijh  Army  was  fome- 
thing  dimini fn’d  in  this  long  March,  that 
was  but  a  poor  Satisfaction  for  the  Deftrufti- 
on  of  fo  fine  a  Kingdom  as  France.  But  to 
proceed.  The  Englijh  Army  being  arriv’d  at 
Bourdeaux  about  the  beginning  of  November , 
and  the  Campaign  at  an  end,  the  Parliament 
of  England  affembled  on  the  20th  of  that 
Month,  when  the  Miniftry  having  laid  the 
State  of  the  War  before  them,  and  demanded 
merar-  a  Supply  for  the  enfuing  Campaign,  they 
iiament  of  granted  the  Xing  two  Fifteenths,  to  be  rais’d 
England  in  two  Years,  Six-pence  in  the  Pound  on  all 
grant  Sup-  Merchandize  Exported  and  Imported,  and  a. 
p'ies'  Subfidy  on  their  Wool,  on  Condition  thefe 
Aids  might  be  appropriated  for  the  Service 
of  the  War  ;  and  we  find  the  Commons  again 
petitioning  for  the  due  Obfervation  of  the 
Great  Charter  and  the  Charter  of  Forefts, 
and  the*,  the  Liberties  of  Cities  might  not  be 


The  Par- 


‘X'heir  Li- 


infring’d. 


To  which  the  King  gave  favour 


berties  con-  able  Anfwers  •,  for  tho’  the  Peoples  Privileges 
firm’d.  were  frequently  invaded  in  this  Reign,  yet  we 
find  the  Court  always  gave  them  good  Words 
and  promis’d  redrefs,  arid  probably  made  fome 
Advances  towards  reftoring  them,  which  gave 
•Pi  ik  '  the 


E  D  W  A-  R  D  HI.  -4^ 

the  People  Satisfaction  for  the  prefect,  and  n.D.1373 
encourag’d  them  to  iajpply  the  King’s  Ne-  ~  '  £d  \ 
cedi  ties. 

The  Common  People  in  France  and  Italy,  as  An  unac, 
well  as  in  England,  were  thisYear  many  of  them  countable 
feiz’d  with  an  unaccountable  Diftemper,  bor-  Madneis. 
dering  upon  Madnefs ;  they  would  ftrip  them- 
felves  naked,  and  having  drefs’d  their  Heads 
with  Flowers,  took  Hands,  and  fell  a  Dancing 
with  all  their  Might,  in  the  Streets,  Market- 
Places,  and  Churches,  or  wherever  they  hap¬ 
pen’d  to  be,  till  they  dropt  down,  and  fome- 
times  burft,  with  the  Violence  of  the  Agita¬ 
tion  •,  and  according  to  the  Su perdition  of 
thofe  Times,  were  thought  to  be  Poffefs’d, 
and  Prayers  us’d  accordingly  to  Exorciie 
them. 

This  Year  the  King  being  highly  provok’d  ^.£>.1374 
at  the  Pope’s  provifions  and  Refervations  out  — 
of  Ecclefiaftical  Livings,  made  an  Inquifition 
into  the  Number  and  Value  of  the  Livings  and 
Preferments  in  the  Hands  of  Aliens,  which 
appear’d  to  be  very  confiderable  *,  whereupon  - 
a  Treaty  was  fet  on  Foot  between  the  King 
and  the  Pope,  in  which  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  Pope  fhould  make  no  Refervations  out  of 
any  Ecclefiaftical  Preferments,  and  that  the 
fCing  fhould  confer  no  more  Benefices  by  the 
Writ  of  Flu  are  Impel!. 

The  King  of  England  feems  at  this  time 
to  be  perfectly  weary  of  the  W ar  in  Gaftony , 
fending  over  no  Reinforcements  to  his  Army 
there,  or  perhaps  the  Englifto  were  weary  of 
granting  Supplies  •,  whereupon  the  Duke  of 
Anjou,  meeting  with  very  little  Oppofition, 
paade  himfelf  Mafter  of  ieveral  more  Towns 
in  that  Province,  which  provok’d  the  Duke 
of  Lane  after  to  aliemble  all  the  Forces  he  could 
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raife,  and  offer  him  Battel,  but  the  Engage¬ 
ment  was  prevented,  on  Advice  of  a  Truce 
made  between  France  and  England ,  and  there¬ 
upon  the  Dukes  of  Lancafter  and  Bretagne 
return’d  to  England.  However  I  find  the 
French  ftill  continu’d  to  corrupt  the  Gover¬ 
nors  of  fome  Towns,  and  take  others  by 
Force,  till  the  Englijh  had  little  more  left  in 
Gafcony ,  than  the  Sea-port  Towns  of  Bour- 
deaux  and  Bayonne.  Afterwards  the  Truce 
with  France  was  renew’d  by  the  Dukes  of 
Lancafter  and  Anjou,  at  Bruges  in  Flanders , 
but  the  Provinces  of  Bretagne  and  Normandy 
were  not  included  in  it.  Whereupon  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne  obtain’d  a  Reinforcement 
of  Troops  from  King  Edward ,  and  recover’d 
feveral  Places  in  that  Dutchy,  and  was  in  a 
fair  way  of  humbling  his  difaffefted  Subjects, 
when  the  French  obtain’d  a  Truce  for  Bre¬ 
tagne  and  Normandy ,  and  put  a  Stop  to  the 
Progrefs  of  his  Arms.  The  French  kept  this 
Truce,  it  feems,  no  better  than  the  other  ; 
for  they  feiz’d  upon  the  Town  of  St.  Saviour 
le-Vif count  in  Normandy ,  and  their  Allie  the 
Spaniards  took  feveral  Englijh  Ships  on  the 
Coaft  of  Normandy  during  this  Truce,  which 
was  to  continue  to  April ,  1376. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France  and  England  met  at  Bruges ,  at  the 
Inftance  of  the  Pope,  in  order  to  treat  of 
Peace,  but  could  come  to  no  Agreement,  on¬ 
ly  the  Pope’s  Nuntio  procur’d  the  Truce  to 
be  enlarg’d  to  the  end  of  June  following,  and 
it  was  afterwards  extended  to  the  firft  of  April, 
1377.  King  Edward  made  feveral  large  Of¬ 
fers  at  this  time  to  the  French  Court,  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  Liberty  of  the  Lord  Groilly ,  Captal 
of  Bufche ,  one  of  the  greateft  Soldiers  of  that 
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Age;  but  the  French  would  accept  of  no  d.D.  13 76 
Ranfom  or  Exchange  for  him,  unlefs  he  would  ~ 
fwear  not  to  bear  Arms  againft  France.  But 
that  General  chofe  rather  to  remain  in  Prifon  Th tFrencb 
in  the  Temple  of  Paris  till  he  died.  refufeany 

The  King  now  entering  into  the  50th  Year  ?an/°p 
of  his  Reign,  refolv’d  to  have  it  kept  asano-  taiofC  ap' 
ther  Jubilee,  and  thereupon  granted  a  general  Bufibe. 
Pardon  to  all  his  Subjects,  conferring  many  A  general. 
Graces  and  Favours  on  them.  At  the  Par-  ^ai  on* 
liament  which  affembled  the  latter  end  of  A- 
fril ,  he  order’d  the  State  of  the  Nation  to  be 
laid  before  them,  declaring  he  would  always 
be  diretted  by  their  Advice,  as  he  had  hi¬ 
therto  been.  But  the  principal  matter  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Miniftry,  was  the  Profecuti- 
on  of  the  War  with  France.  The  Parlia¬ 
ment  thereupon  granted  the  like  Duty  on  A  Supply 
Wool  this  Seffions,  as  they  had  done  the  pre-  granted, 
ceding,  and  afterwards  preferr’d  their  Peti-  The  Com- 
tions  to  the  King  ;  the  moft  material  where-  mons  Peti- 
of  were,  that  he  would  not  fuffer  any  weighty  tions- 
matter  to  pafs  in  Council  without  the  Con- 
fent  of  ten  or  twelve  of  the  Members  •,  to 
which  the  King  confented.  They  defir’d  alfo 
an  Account  how  the  King’s  Trealure  had  been 


difpos’d  off  of  late  Years,  fuggefting  that  his 
Coffers  had  been  very  full,  if  the  numerous 
Aids  granted,  had  not  been  mifapplied.  And 
they  impeach’d  the  Lord  Chamberlain  Fall-  Several 
mer ,  and  feveral  other  Minifters,  for  imbez-  Meters 
ling  the  King’s  Revenues,  who  were  fin’d  and  f^^bez ' 
imprifon’d.  They  petition’d  the  King  alfo  i;ng  tpe 
againft  fuch  Minifters  as  had  put  the  King  up-  King’s 
on  unwarrantable  Shifts  for  raifing  Money  j  Revenues, 
and  others  who  had  been  concern’d  in  buying 
up  the  King’s  Debts  at  a  twentieth  part  ofA^3 
the  Value  :  And  that  Alice  Pierce ,  a  Lady  in  Mrs.  Aw* 

great. 
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AD.  1376  great  Favour  at  Court,  nor  any  other  Wo- 
~  ~  man,  might  follicite  any  matter  in  the  King’s 

Court  for  Reward.  They  petition’d  alfo  a- 
Againft  gainft  the  Usurpations  of  the  Pope,  who 
ihe  Pope,  drew  out  of  England,  it  was  computed,  more 
than  the  King’s  Revenue.  And  laftly,  they 
renew’d  their  Petition  that  the  Great  Charter 
and  the  For  eft  Charter  might  be  obferv’d  in 
all  Points'. 

The  Blad  .  During  this  Sedans  of  Parliament  died 
Pnice&ks.  Edward  Prince  of  IVales  and  Acquit  ain,  Duke 
of  Cornwall  and  Earl  of  Chefier ,  the  King’s 
eldeft  Son,  (and  ufually  Fil’d  the  Black  Prince ) 
on  Trinity  Sunday ,  being  the  ,8th  of  June , 
1376:  Fie  was  then  forty-fix  Years' of  Age, 
within  a  few  Days.  The  Commons  foon  after 
petition’d  that  the  King  would  make  his  Son' 
Richard  Prince  of- Walet  j  and  on  the  Feaft  of 
St.  Michael  following,  the  whole  Court  and 
Parliament  attended  his  Herfe  to  the  Cathe¬ 
dral  Church  of  Canterbury ,  where  he  was  in- 
terr’d  on  the  South  fide  of  the  Church,  near 
the  Shrine  of  Thomas  a  Bechet,  as  Ire  defir’d 
by  his  Will.  The  three  great  Victories  of 
Creffy ,  P  Miters  and  Najarra ,  have  eftablifiv’d 
his  Fame  in  the  Martial  World ;  and,  ’tis 
laid,  lie  never  engag’d  in  any  Siege  or  Battel 
in  which  he  was  not  ■  Vi&orious  t  But  his  Ju- 
itice,.Clemency:and  Generofity,  theSweetnefs 
of  his  Difpofition,  unprecedented  Affability 
and  Condcieenfion,  made  him  the  Delight  of 
Mankind.  And  Hiftorians  obferve  of  this 
Prince  what  can  hardly  be  Did  of  any  Many 
A.D.1177  ,jz^  cjiat  never  any. one  /poke  ill  of  him . 

JZfT*  The  King,  to  fhew  his  Regard  for  the 
,  (A/"nS’  Memory  of  the  deceas’d  Prince,  and  in  An- 
Prince  Ri-  fwer  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Parliament  the  laft 
AWmade  c. tff-rons,  aUftituted  his  Son  Richard  of  Bmr~ 
e  .  •  .  .  '  .  deaur 
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Jeattif  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Cornwall ,  4D.  1377 
and  Earl  of  Chefter,  on  the  twentieth  of  No-  f  " 
vernier,  who  was  about  ten  Years  of  Age  at 
that  time.  And  at  the  following  Feftival  of 
Cbrjhnas  it  was  obferv’d,  that  the  King  gave 
his  Grandfon  the  Precedence  of  all  his  own 
Sons,  placing  him  above  them,  that  they 
might  learn  to  treat  him  as  Heir  to  the  Crown. 

He  caus’d  his  Uncles  the  Duke  of  Lancafier, 
the  Earl  of  Cambridge,  and  the  Lord  Thomas 
of  Woodjlock  alfo  to  fwear  they  would  obey 
him,  and  maintain  him  on  the  Throne  as  their 
lawful  and  undoubted  Sovereign  on  the  De- 
mife  of  the  Crown  •,  which  gave  infinite  Satif- 
fadtion  to  the  Nation,  and  efpecially  to  the 
City  of  London. 

I  fhould  have  remember’d,  that  a  little  be-  An  En- 
fore  the  Death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  moft  quiry  into 
of  our  Hiftorians  agree  to  charge  the  old  King  ^  1  *leof 
with  very  great  Weaknefs.  They  relate,  that  ‘ 1ULL  u,ce 
he  fell  in  Love  with  a  Lady  of  a  mean  Family 
and  Fortune,  named  Alice  Pierce ,  that  he 
fquander’d  away  the  publick  Money  in  Jufts 
and  Entertainments  for  her  Diverfion,  and 
particularly  that  he  gave  her  the  Title  of 
the  Lady  of  the  Sun,  and  rode  with  her  in  an 
open  Chariot  from  the  Tower  to  Smith  field. , 
preceded  by  a  Multitude  of  Knights,  whofe 
Horfes  were  led  by  fair  Ladies  to  the  Field 
where  the  Tournament  was  held  •,  and  as  an 
undeniable  Evidence  of  the  King’s  Familia¬ 
rity  with  her  they  fuggeft,  that  flic  difpos’d 
of  all  Places  about  the  Court  at  her  Pleafure, 
and  that  the  Parliament  took  Umbrage  at  it. 

But  I  can’t  help  being  of  Mr.  Bafnes’s  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  fire  was  rather  a  Nurie  than  a  Mi¬ 
lt  reis  to  this  Prince  •,  for  he  was  not  only  near 
feventy  Years  of  Age  at  this  time,  but  fo 
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very 
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AD.  1377  very  infirm,  that  he  was  feldom  in  a  Condi- 
~ — ~v~~  tion  to  appear  in  Parliament,  or  on  any 
publick  Occafion,  and  therefore  put  the  Ad- 
miniilration  of  the  Government  into  the 
Lfands  of  his  Son  the  Duke  of  Lancafter 
between  whom  and  Mrs.  Tierce,  there  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  a  very  good  Underftand- 
ing.  The  Lord  Chamberlain  Lathner  was 
a  Friend  to. both,  and  thefe  three  uniting  their 
Interefts,  feem  to  have  had  the  Direction  of 
all  Affairs  at  Court,  which  made  them  a  Mul¬ 
titude  of  Enemies,  and  rais’d  fuch  a  Spirit  in 
the  Parliament,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  ba- 
niffing  them  the  Court  would  fatisfy  the  two 
Houfes ;  and  yet  fo  fickle  and  unconftant 
were  thefe  Auguft  Affemblies,  that  we  find 
o c’iem  w^hin  the  Compafs  of  a  Year  petition- 
jier  and  ing  for  the  Reftoration  of  thefe  very  Perfons 
Mrs  Pierce  to  the  King’s  Favour  *,  fo  that  thefe  1'udden 
ban  idl’d  Changes  at  Court  did  not  proceed  from  any 
at^heln-  ^Taknefs  or  Inconftancy  in  the  King,  but 
fiance  of  from  the  unfteady  Temper  of  the  Parliament, 
the  Fariia-  They  even  tell  his  Majefiy  in  their  Petition, 
Tnen[l’danf  ^iat:  ^een  t0°  hafty  in  charging  thefe 

jfheir Inter-  Courtiers  with  Mifdemeanors,  and  that  their 
cdiion  Opinion  had  been  founded -upon  faifeSuggefli  - 
ons ;  nor  does  it  appear  at  laft  that  the  Par¬ 
liament  ever  dreamt  that  Mrs.  Pierce  was  the 
King’s  Concubine.  They  had  little  more  to 
fay  to  her  Charge,  than  that  fhe  influenc’d 
the  King  to  do  fome  Favours,  for  which  fire 
accepted  a  Gratuity,  and  even  this  they  re¬ 
trained  ;  and  according  to  the  general  Opi¬ 
nion  of  hef,  fire  made  Ufe  of  the  Intereft  fhe 
had  in  the  King  rather  to  do  Good  than  Hurt. 
And  what  great  Matter  was  there  in  all  this. 
If  the  Old  King  had  a  Woman  about  him 
that  might  be  ferviceable  to  him  in  his  Illnefs, 
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and  divert:  his  Grief  with  her  fprightly  Con- 
verfadon,  his  Reputation  is  very  little  affefted 
by  this  Circumftance,  notwithftanding  feme 
Writers  are  pleas’d  to  be  of  another  Opinion. 
Certain  it  is,  both  the  Duke  of  Lane after  and 
Mrs.  Pierce  were  recall’d  to  Court  at  the  In-* 
terceffion  of  the  Parliament,  and  remain’d  in 
full  Favour  till  the  King’s  Death,  and  the 
Lady  was  afterwards  married  to  a  Nobleman 
of  Diftindtion.  But  to  proceed. 

The  Duke  of  Lancafter  no  fooner  had  the 
Adminiftration  of  Affairs  committed  to  him 
again,  but  he  fhew’d  his  Refentment  againft 
thofe  whom  he  apprehended  to  have  been  the 
Authors  of  his  Difgrace,  He  caus’d  the  Bi- 
Ihop  of  Winchefter' s  Temporal  ties  to  be  feiz’d, 
and  banifh’d  him  the  Court  *,  and  Mortimer 
the  Earl  Marfhal  he  depriv’d  of  his  Poft,  and 
conferr’d  it  on  his  Friend  Henry  Percy,  after-- 
wards  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

The  Parliament  being  aflembled  in  Hillary - 
Perm,  was  open’d  by  Commiffion,  the  King 
not  being  able  to  come  to  the  Houfe,  and 
Prince  Richard,  according  to  fome  Writdrk 
was  plac’d  in  his  Grandfather’s  Throne  in  the 
Floufe  of  Lords,  while  the  Lord  Chancellor 
laid  the  State  of.  the  Nation  before  them,  ac¬ 
quainting  them,  that  "the  French  had  rais’d 
great  Armies,  and  enter’d  into  a  Confederacy 
with  the  Spaniards  and  the  Scots,  the  King’s 
moll  inveterate  Enemies.  That  they  gavd 
out  they  defign’d  to  invade  the  Kingdom, 
and  were  determin’d  to  deftroy  and  blot  out 
the  very  Name  of  the  Englifn,  and  in  thefe 
dangerous  Circumftances  he  deffr’d  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  would  give  his  Majefty  their  Advice. 
Whereupon  they  voted  a  Poll-Tax  of  4  d.  on 
the  Head  of  every  Man  and  Woman  of  the 

P  p  p  2  Laity. 
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.ID. i  377  Laity.  The  Clergy  alfo  granted  a  Poll-Tax', 
rl£c{ ,  uT.  on  the  Head  of  every  benefic’d 
Clergyman,  and  aT.  on  every  other  Religious 
Perfon,  except  the  four  Orders  of  begging 
Friars  -:  but  the  King’s  Neceffities  being  very 
preffing  that  he  could  not  wait  for  the  Col¬ 
lection  of  this  Tax,  he  borrow’d  Money  up¬ 
on  it,  particularly  of  the  City  of  London 
4000 1.  which  Loan  the  Lord  Mayor  Adam 
Staple  being  backward  in  promoting,  he  was 
dilcharg’d  from  his  Office  by  the  King’s  Com¬ 
mand,  and  the  famous  Sir  Richard  Whitting¬ 
ton ,  Mercer,  elected  in  his  room. 

The  Com-  In  this  Parliament  the  Commons  petition’d, 

mons  peti-  that  no  Subject  of  this  Realm  might  be  * 
^ not  charg’d,  molefted,  or  griev’d  to  make  any 
S  tax’d  common  Aid,  or  fuftain  any  Charge,  unlefs 
but  by  by  the  common  Aflent  of  the  Lords  and  Corn- 
Parliament  jn  fu]l  Parliament  3  and  that  no  Impofi- 
tion  might  be  put  on  their  Wool  or  Leather 
above  the  antient  Cuftom,  viz.  half  a  Mark  on 
every  Sack  of  Wool,  and  one  Markon  every 
TheKing’s  Laft  of  Skins.  To  which  it  wasanfwer’d,  That 
Anfwer.  the  King  was  not  willing  to  lay  any  Charge 
on  the  People  but  by  common  Aflent,  with¬ 
out  great  Necctjity ,  and  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Realm ,  and  where  he  may  do  it  with  Reafon. 

..  . , The  fame  Year  the  celebrated  Dr.  Wickliffy 
oppoies the. having  preach’d  fome  Dodtrines  that  the 
Church  of  Church  of  Rome  deem’d  Heretical,  was  fum- 
Rome.  mon’d  before  the  Archbiffiop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  Biffiop  of  London  to  give  an  Account 
of  his  Faith  3  but  the  Duke  of  Lancajier  and 
He  is  pro-  the  Lord  Marffial  Percy  took  him  into  their 
tefled  by  Protection,  and  attended  him  to  St.  Paul's  at 
tfC/)U'Ce  ^e  time  he  was  requir’d  to  appear  there  be- 
-1-y/^aad  fore  his  Judges,  and  heating  themfelves  on  the 
the  Mini-  Bench  with  the  Bifhops,  the  Earl  Marffial 
ilry.  order’d 
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order’d  Dr.  WrcWtff  to  fie  down,  which  the  j-T>- 1377 
Bifhops  oppos’d,  alledging  chat  he  appear’d  “ 

there  as  an  Otfender  to  anfwer  the  Charge 
brought  againft  him  (tho’  Rapin  is  of  Opinion 
he  appear’d  there  as  a  Member  of  the  Convo¬ 
cation  which  was  then  afiembled,  and  that  the 
Lord  Marfhal  only  infilled  he  might  be  heard 
in  his  Place.)  But  however  that  was,  the 
Contention  about  theDodlor’s  fitting  or  Hand¬ 
ing  occafion’d  very  high  Words  •,  and  the 
Duke  of  Lancajier  proceeded  fo  far  as  to 
threaten  the  Bifbop-of  London  which  was  fo 
refented  by  the  Citizens,  that  the  Duke  found 
himfelf  in  danger  of  being  aflaulted,  and 
thereupon  retir’d  with  the  Lord  Percy ,  and  , 
carried  WicHiff  away  with  him,  and  the  Court 
broke  up  for  that  time  without  doing  any 
thing.  The  next  Day  there  was  an  In  fur-  An  Infar-’ 
redlion  in  the  City.  The  Mob  went  to  the  re&ion  in 
Lord  Percy s,  broke  open  his  Houfe,  and  the-Ci7 
fearch’d  for  him.  Theyalfo  broke  open  the  Duke  of  * 
Prifon  of  the  MarJJjalfea ,  and  fet  the  Prifohers  Lancajier „ 
at  Liberty,  under  Pretence  that  fome  Citizen^ 
were  illegally  imprifon’d  there.  Afterwards 
they  anaulted  the  Duke  of  Lancajler’s  Palace 
in  the  Savoy-,  and  an  Ecclefiaflick  belonging 
to  the  Duke  demanding  what  they  would 
have,  they  pull’d  him  in  Pieces  but  both 
the  Duke  and  the  Lord  Perry  were  luckily 
gone  abroad  that  Day,  or  elfe  the  People  had 
facrific’d  them  to  their  Fury.  The  principal 
Citizens  did  all  that  lay  in  their  Power,  as 
they  pretended,  to  appeafe  the  Mob,  and  af¬ 
terwards  addrefs’d  the  King  that  he  would  not 
refent  the  Outrage,  there  being  only  the  infe¬ 
rior  People  engag’d  in  it ;  but  the  Duke  of 
Lancajier  infilling  they  were  at  the  bottom  of 
it,  and  fomented  the  Infurredion  under-hand, 

;  . .  .  ,  he 
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l.D.itf?  he  never  defilled  profecuting.  them  till  the 
J~  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  were  turn’d  out, 
and  others  elected  in  their  Head.  As  to 
Dr.  Wick-  Dr.  JVicktijf,  he  was  fummon’d  again  before 
//^TuencM  the  Bifhops  5  but  the  Miniftry  and  great 
Numbers  of  the  People  being  his  Profelites, 
the  Clergy  did  not  think  fit  to  profecute  him 
any  further,  only  order’d  him  to  forbear 
Preaching. 

gome  Ac-  The  Doctor,  it  feems,  was  not  only  an 
count  of  eminent  Divine,  but  well  vers’d  in  State  Af- 
hisToc-  Lirs,  for  the  King  had  employ’d  him  in  fe- 
trines.  veral  Negotiations.  He  was  educated  in 
Merton-Coilege  in  Oxford ,  of  which  he  was 
made  Fellow,  and  there  he  tranflated  the  Bi¬ 
ble  from  the  Original  Hebrew  and  Greek.  In 
the  Year  1361  we  find  him  Mailer  of  Baliol- 
Cotlege ,  and  four  Years  after  he  was,  by  Dr. 
JJlip  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  made  Warden 
ol  Canterbury -College,  (now  a  Part  of  Chrijl- 
CJourch)  founded  by  that  Archbifhop.  He 
compos’d,  ’tis  faid,  two  hundred  Volumes, 
moll  of  which  were  afterwards  burnt  as  Heri- 
deal  at  Prague ,  whither  he  retir’d  to  avoid 
the  Profecution  of  his  Enemies  fometime  af¬ 
terwards.  The  principal  Dodlrines  for  which 
the  Church  profecuted  him  were,  his  depu¬ 
ting  the  Infallibility  of  the  Church,  the  Pope’s 
Supremacy  and  Tranfubftantiation  and  his 
Difciples,  of  which  there  were  great  Numbers 
of  all  Ranks  and  Profeffions  were  call’d  Lol¬ 
lards. 

King  Ed-  King  Edward  finding  his  Health  decline 
ward  en-  apace,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  Power  to  have 
T.'eat  °of  ^  his  Dominions  in  Peace  to  his  Grandfon, 
Peace  with  whofe  tender  Years  render’d  him  very  incapa- 
France,  but  ble  of  maintaining  a  War  againft  fo  crafty 
to  no  pur-  and  formidable  afi  Enemy  as  the  French 
P°fe* 7  King  i 
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King:  Accordingly  he  fent  Plenipotentiaries AD.xin 
to  Bruges ,  to  treat  with  thofe  of  France  ;  but 
Charles's  Demands  appear’d  fo  unreasonable, 
that  they  could  come  to  no  Agreement,  only 
the  Truce  was  continu’d  to  the  Month  of  May. 

On  the  Feftival  of  St.  George ,  being  the  23d 
of  April,  the  old  King  created  his  Grandfon 
Knight  of  the  Garter  at  V/indfor,  after  which  ThePrir.ee 
we  do  not  meet  with  any  confiderable  Occur-  of  Wales 
Currence  in  this  Reign*  unlefs  that  upon  the  ™ade 
breaking  out  of  the  War  in  May ,  the  French  the  Garter 
furpriz’d  the  Fort  of  Out  wick  near  Calais ,  The  War 
and  Sir  Hugh  Calverly,  Governor  of  thatTown,  with  France 
retook  it  foon  after.  And  now  we  come  to  cl0”!I^ences 
the  laft  Scene  of  this  Prince’s  Life,  which  fome  TneKina’s 
of  our  Hiftorians  have  reprefented  as  extreme-  laft  Iliads, 
ly  miferable  :  They  relate  that  in  his  laft.  Mo¬ 
ments  he  was  forfaken  by  all  his  Court,  and 
that  even  his  Favourite  Mrs.  Pierce  plunder’d 
his  Apartment  of  all  that  was  valuable,  tak¬ 
ing  the  very  Rings  off  his  Fingers  •,  that  his 
Courtiers  having  all  along  flatter’d  him  with 
the  Hopes  of  Life,  he  had  made  no  Preparation 
for  Death,  nor  had  any  of  his  Chaplains  about 
him,  and  that  a  poor  Pried,  a  Stranger,  that 
happen’d  to  be  in  the  Chamber  accidentally, 
feeing  him  in  his  laft  Agonies,  admonifh’d 
him  to  think  cf  another  World,  and  that 
thereupon  he  wras  heard  to  call  upon  Jefits 
Chrifi juft  before  he  expir’d.  But  I  look  up-  TheCir- 
on  the  Tale  to  be  entirely  aFidtion,  inafmuch  cumftance:-.' 
as  fcarce  any  Writer  of  that  Time  mentions  ofkisDeatil 
thofe  Circumftances ;  and  fome  of  them  may 
be  almoft  demonftrated  to  be  falfe  ;  particu¬ 
larly  Mrs.  Pierce' s  plundering  the  Palace, 
and  taking  off  his  Rings,  which  was  never  fo 
much  as  mentioned  in  the  Charge  brought  a- 
gainft  her  in  Parliament  in  the  following 
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A.D.  1377  Reign,  as  it  would  certainly  have  been,  If 
*77 ~  there  had  been  anyTruth  in  it :  Nor  is  it  to  be 
luppos’d,  that  all  King  Edward’s  Sons,  who 
were  then  at  Court,  fhould  have  fo  little  Piety 
as  to  leave  him  in  that  miferable  Coneiition  ; 
or  that  all  his  Chaplains  fhou’d  lb  much  neg¬ 
lect  their  Duty,  as  to  fuffer  a  ftraggling  Prieft 
to  perform  the  la  it  Offices  to  their  Prince.  It 
cannot  be  fuppos’d  that  thefe,  or  any  other 
of  the  King’s  Servants,  fhould  expedt  to  make 
their  Court  to  the  fucceeding  Prince,  or  his 
Mother,  by  thus  inhumanely  defertinj  their 
old  Mafter.  But  we  have  the  like  Tale  of 
William  the  Conqueror ,  and  many  other  cele¬ 
brated  Heroes,  pioufiy  intended  perhaps,  by 
fome  Monkifh  Writers,  to  fbew  the  Vanity 
of  all  worldly  Grandeur,  and  what  mercenary 
Creatures  the  Generality  of  Courtiers,  are  ; 
but  however  that  was,  King  Edward  died  at 
his  Manor  of  Sheen  ( Richmond)  on  the  2 1  ft  of 
June,  1377,  in  the  65th  Year  of  his  Age, 
Buriedin  and  the  51ft  ot  his  Reign,  and  was  buried  in 
theAbby.  ijAefiminfler-Abby,  whither  his  Corps  was  at¬ 
tended  from  Sheen  by  all  his  Sons,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Nobility,  which  renders  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  their  deferting  him  at  his  Death  ftill 
more  improbable. 

13is  Perfon  King  Edward ,  whether  we  confider  his  Per- 
and  Cha-  pon  or  t'ne  Endowments  of  his  Mind,  was 
raael"‘  admirably  form’d  for  Empire.  He  com¬ 
manded  the  Efteem  and  Afre&ion  of  all  that 
knew  him.  His  Perlon  was  oi  the  talleft, 
ftrongly  built,  and  well  proportion  d  ■,  and, 
tho’  °he  is  allow’d  to  have  a  molt  Majeftick 
Mien,  and  lively  fparlding  Eyes,  yet  fuch 
was  the  Sweetnefs  ot  his  Countenance,  that 
it  was  deem’d  a  good  Omen  to  behold  it,  even 
in  a  Dream.  His  Character  is  beft  drawn 
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from  the  feveral  Adtions  of  his  Reign,  where 
we  fhall  find  him  one  of  the  molt  illuftrious 
Heroes  upon  Record,  and  yet  fubjedt  to  great 
and  numerous  Frailties  and  Miftakes. 

As  to  his  Father’s  Depofition  and  Murder, 
the  Murder  of  his  Uncle  the  Earl  of  Kept, 
the  infamous  Peace  with  Scotland,  and  his 
doing  Homage  to  the  French  King,  which 
happen’d  in  the  two  firft  Years  of  his  Reign, 
before  he  was  fixteen  Years  of  Age,  and 
when  he  was  in  the  Power  of  his  Mother  and 
Mortimer ,  who  had  ufurp’d  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  Government, .  none  of  thefe  Mis¬ 
carriages  are  to  be  imputed  to  him,  efpecially 
fince  he  took  a  fevere  Revenge  on  the  Au¬ 
thors  of  them  ;  nor  do  I  apprehend  he  de- 
ferves  Cenfure  for  breaking  either  with  §cpF 
land  or  France  when  he  came  of  Age,  and  af- 
ferting  his  Rights,  which  the  Ufurper  Morti¬ 
mer  had  Sacrific’d  to  thofe  Powers  in  his  Mi¬ 
nority,  in  order  to  eftablifh  his  own  Usurpa¬ 
tion.  -  l'  ,;j; 

His  Courage  an'd  military  Skill  by  Sea 
and  Land  are  beyond  Difpute  ;  witnefs  the 
feveral  Battels  in  which  he  perfonally  engag’d 
the  numerous  Forces  of  his  Enemies  with 
a  Handful  of  Men  •,  but  then  he  feems  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  Art  of  keeping  what  he  had  hap¬ 
pily  acquir’d  ;  four  or  five  Times  did  his  Ar¬ 
mies  inarch  vidtorioufly  from  one  End  of 
Scotland  to  the  other,  and  as  often  was  it  re¬ 
cover’d  from  him  •,  three  or  four  times  did  the 
Englijh  Army  take  a  Circumference  through 
all  the  fineft  Provinces  of  France ,  and  as  often 
retir’d  without  retaining  any  fortified  Town 
but  Calais  fo  that  here  were  three  Kingdoms 
in  a  Manner  ruin’d  for  Nothing  •,  France  and 
Scotland  wafted  and  plunder’d,  and  the  Ehglijl >, 
Yol. XVII,  Q_q  q  fhfir 
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their  unhappy  Conquerors,  beggar’d  byTaxeS* 
or  rather  by  Oppreflions  and  Extortions.  For 
notwithftanding  there  were  many  good  Laws 
made  in  this  Reign  for  preferving  Liberty  and 
Property,  and  the  Great  Charter  was  often 
confirm’d,  yet  we  find  the  Commons  perpe¬ 
tually  complaining  of  the  Breach  of  them, 
that  the  King  laid  Impofitions  on  their  Wool, 
and  other  Goods,  without  Afifent  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  levy’d  them  by  Force  ;  that  his 
Purveyors  took  away  their  Cattle,  Carriages, 
and  Provifions,  and  either  never  paid  for  them, 
or  much  lefs  than  they  were  worth  •,  that  he 
prefled  his  Subjedts  into  the  Army,  who  were 
not  oblig’d  to  ferve  him  in  his  Wars  by  any 
Tenure  •,  and,  tho’  he  never  fail’d  to  prornife 
a  Redrefs  when  the  Commons  petition’d 
him  on  thefe  Heads,  and  even  made  particular 
Laws  againft  thefe  Opprefiions,  he  broke 
through  them  whenever  he  faw  fit.  If  it  be 
demanded,  how  the  Parliament  came  to  con¬ 
fide  in  him  again,  when  he  had  fo  often 
deceiv’d  them,  1  anfwer,  firft,  his  repeated 
Victories  influenc’d  them  very  much  in  his 
Favour,  and  when  he  could  not  work  upon 
their  Hopes  of  conquering  France ,  and  divid¬ 
ing  that  Kingdom  amongft  them,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  prevail  on  their  Fears,  by  acquaint¬ 
ing  them,  Year  after  Year,  that  the  French 
were  preparing  to  invade  the  Kingdom  with 
too,ooo  Men,  and  were  determin’d  to  blot  out 
their  Name  and  Nation ,  if  they  did  not  exert 
themfelves  in  their  Defence.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  Leading  Men  in  both  Houfes  were 
Officers  of  the  Army,  and  when  they  voted  a 
Supply  for  the  King,  at  the  fame  time  voted 
their  own  Pay  ;  which  Reafon  alone,  if  there 
had  been  nothing  in  the  former,  wou’d  have 
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induc’d  the  Parliament  to  have  given  what¬ 
ever  the  Court  had  afk’d.  At  the  fame  time, 
this  fhews  that  K.  Edward,  perfectly  under- 
ftood  the  Art  of  governing  the  Englijh ,  or 
rather  of  making  himfelf  ahfolute  in  a  limited 
Monarchy.  The  two  Houfes  were  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  his  Penfioners,  and  feem’d  to  be  aflem- 
bled  only  to  give  a  Sandion  to  what  the  Court 
had  previoufly  determin’d,  and  to  take  off  the 
Odium  of  heavy  Taxes  from  the  Prince, 
whereby  the  Oppreffions  of  the  People  were 
render’d  irretrievable  :  They  had  good  Words 
given  them  from  time  to  time,  but  to  the  laft 
their  Grievances  were  never  fully  redrefs’d. 

This  Prince,  ’tis  obfervable  alfo,  had  home 
Ways  of  raifing  Money  that  were  fcarce  ever 
practis'd  before  or  fince  :  He  did  not  only 
borrow  all  he  could  procure,  both  of  the 
Clergy  and  Laity  at  home,  but  of  all  the 
Princes,  States,  and  private  Men  in  Europe , 
who  wou’d  lend  him  any,  making  his  Bifnops 
and  Nobility  enter  into  Obligations,  and  be¬ 
come  bound  with  him  for  it,  and  actually  left 
fome  of  them  as  Hoftages  or  Pledges  for  his 
Debts  in  the  Low  Countries,  particularly  the 
Earl  of  Lancajler ,  then  the  greateft  Subjed  of 
the  Kingdom.  He  pawn’d  alfo  his  Plate  and 
Jewels,  and  even  the  Crown  itfelf,  to  Foreign¬ 
ers,  fo  violently  was  he  fet  upon  making  a 
Conqueft  of  France  in  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign.  And,  becaufe  the  Miniftry  did  not 
fend  him  over  Money  to  Flanders  as  faft  as  he 
expeded,  he  turn’d  out  fome,  and  fin’d  and 
imprifon’d  others,  tho’  they  had  done  all  that 
lay  in  their  Power  to  ferve  him,  and  fome  of 
them  ruin’d  their  Fortunes,  and  even  Reputa¬ 
tions,  in  endeavouring  to  replenifh  his  Coffers. 
’Tis  true,  he  was  then  very  young,  and  had  met 
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with  fome  Difappointments  he  was  not  able 
to  bear.  He  had  receiv’d  immenfe  Sums  from 
his  People,  and  rais’d  a  great  deal  more  by 
the  extraordinary  Means  above- mention’d  ; 
and  all  this  had  been  fquander’d  away  upon 
his  faithlefs  German  Allies,  in  hopes  they 
wou’d  have  join’d  him,  and  let  him  upon  the 
Throne  of  France  in  a  Campaign  or  two  * 
whereas  they  deciev’d  him  Year  after  Year, 
and  when  he  had  no  more  Money  to  feed 
them  with,  went  over  to  the  Enemy.  Thus 
he  found  his  Projects  entirely  blafted,  his  Mo¬ 
ney  gone,  and  himfelf'over  head  and  ears  in 
Debt  •,  lo  that  it  was  with  Difficulty  he  made 
his  Efcape  from  his  Creditors  in  Flanders ,  and 
at  laft  was  oblig’d  to  leave  fome  of  his  prin¬ 
cipal  Nobility  behind  him  as  Pledges  for  his 
Debts,  as  has  been  obferv’d  already,  which 
are  Circum fiances  that  would  have  put  a  wife 
Man  out  of  Temper,  and  occafion’d  thofe 
hafly  Profecutions  of  his  Servants,  before  he 
confider’d  where  the  Fault  lay.  The  Dutch 
and  Germans ,  who  had  deceiv’d  and  over¬ 
reach’d  him  were  the  proper  Objects  of  that 
Refentment  which  he  exprefs’d  againft  fome  of 
his  mod:  devoted  Subjects,  of  which  he  was  fo 
well  convinc’d  afterwards,  that  he  made  very 
little  Ufe  of  their  Troops  in  his  future  Expe¬ 
ditions  againft  France. 

The  next  thing  I  fhall  obferve,  is  his  Con¬ 
duct  towards  his  Enemies,  and  particularly 
to  his  Prifoners  and  Hoftages.  It  can’t  be 
faid  of  King  Edward ,  as  it  has  been  of 
fome  of  his  SuccefTors,  that  they  loft  by  Trea¬ 
ties  what  they  gain’d  by  their  Arms  •,  for 
King  Edward  had  large  Provinces  yielded  to 
him  by  the  famous  Treaty  of  Bretigny  ;  his 
Hoftages  were  of  the  firft  Quality,  feveral  of 
■  -  -  ■  •  ■■  ■  '  "  ‘  '  them 
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them  of  the  Royal  Family.  The  Nobility 
of  both  Kingdoms  were  fworn  to  the  Per¬ 
formance  of  it,  and  his  Holinefs  ratify’d  it; 
and  a  Ranfom  was  to  have  been  paid  for 
Ring  John,  and  other  Prifoners  of  Diftindtion, 
that  would  have  replenifh’d  his  Trealury,  and 
anfwer’d  all  the  Exigencies  of  his  Govern¬ 
ment  :  But  the  King,  in  Companion  to  a 
Nation  he  had  laid  waft,  on  the  miferable 
Remonftrances  of  their  Prince,  who  protefted 
his  Inability  to  pay,  was  pleas’d  to  indulge 
him,  and  put  off  the  Days  of  Payment  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  was  fo  criminally  Compaf- 
fionate,  as  to  give  many  of  the  Hoftagesand 
Prifoners  their  Liberty,  and  fuffer  others  to 
efcape,  till  the  French  finding  themfelves  un¬ 
der  no  further  Reftraint,  abus’d  his  Patience, 
refus’d  to  pay  the  Remainder  of  King  John's 
Ranfom,  and  treacheroufly  corrupted  the 
Leading  Men  of  the  Provinces  that  had  been 
yielded  to  England ,  who  thereupon  unani- 
moufly  withdrew  themfelves  from  their  Alle¬ 
giance  to  King  Edward ,  and  went  over  to 
their  old  Mafter.  This  Eafinefs  of  King  Ed¬ 
ward ,  in  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  thus  over¬ 
reach’d  by  that  treacherous  and  faithlels 
Prince  King  Charles ,  to  whom  his  Subjects 
from  hence  gave  the  Title  of  Charles  the  JVife , 
can  never  be  excus’d  ;  tho’  ’tis  probable  he 
might  have  recover’d  ail  again,  if  he  had  not 
met  with  fuch  a  Series  of  Dilappointments  as 
could  not  have  been  expedted,  the  very  Ele¬ 
ments,  the  Winds  and  Waves  feem’d  to  op- 
pofe  the  Recovery  of  his  tranlmarine  Domi¬ 
nions,  or  rather  an  over-ruling  Providence 
had  determin’d  he  fhould  lofe  them,  or  hu¬ 
manly  fpeaking,  it  had  not  lain  in  the  Power 
pf  that  timorous  Prince  Charles  the  Sage,  to 
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have  defended  his  Territories  againft  King 
Edward ,  who  was  fo  much  fuperior  to  him 
both  in  Courage  and  Conduct.  However  all 
is  not  to  be  alcrib’d  to  Providence  and  un- 
forefeen  Events  in  this  Cafe  •,  if  King  Edward 
had  not  had  too  great  an  Opinion  of  his  own 
Abilities,  and  too  great  a  Contempt  of  his 
Enemies,  all  Charles’ s  treacherous  Arts  could 
never  have  avail’d  him  ;  had  Edward  kept  his 
Hoftages  and  Priloners  till  their  Ranfoms  had 
been  paid,  he  would  probably  have  preferv’d 
his  Foreign  Dominions,  maintain’d  his  King¬ 
dom  in  Peace,  and  been  under  no  Neceffity 
of  burthening  his  Subjects  with  Taxes.  That 
Generofityandlndulgence  towards  hisEnemies 
for  which  he  is  fo  much  admir’d  by  fome, 
prov’d  the  greateft  Cruelty  to  his  own  Sub¬ 
jects,  whofe  Blood  and  Treafure  were  after¬ 
wards  thrown  away  in  vain,  to  recover  this 
falfe  Step. 

His  wafting  and  deftroying  the  Kingdoms 
of  France  and  Scotland  fo  often  and  in  fo  ter¬ 
rible  a  manner  alfo,  after  he  had  little  Hopes 
of  making  a  Conqueft  of  them,  feems  to  bear 
very  hard  upon  his  Humanity  ;  he  might 
have  fome  Pride  in  ufing  his  Prifoners  of  Di- 
ftinction  well,  but  it  does  not  appear  he  had 
the  fame  Regard  to  the  lower  Clafs  of  People. 
To  burn  and  depopulate  Foreign  Countries 
tinneceftlirily,  are  Actions  not  very  fuitable  to 
the  Character  of  An  honeft  Man  and  a  good, 
Cbriftian ,  which  Rapin  is  pleas’d  to  afford 
him,  any  more  than  his  pillaging  and  extort¬ 
ing  Money  from  his  Subjects  arbitrarily  at 
home,  efpecially  if  the  War  was  unjuft,  as 
that  Writer  fuggefts,  in  relation  to  Scotland 
The  fame  Author  obferves  alfo,  on  no  bettter 
Foundation,  that  he  knew  ho.w  to  maintain 
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the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  without  en¬ 
croaching  on  the  Liberties  of  his  Subjects.  But 
not  to  dwell  altogether  upon  the  dark  fide  of 
this  Prince’s  Character,  who  notwithstanding 
thefe  Errors  in  his  ConduCt,  was  undeniably 
the  Author  of  many  lafting  Benefits  to  the 
Kingdom,  for  it  was  he  who  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure  refcued  the  Church  from  the  Tyranny  of 
the  See  of  Rome ,  by  the  Statutes  of  Provifors , 
Prcemunire ,  &c.  He  alfo  encreas’d  our  Na¬ 
val  Force,  and  perfonally  maintain’d  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  the  Narrow  Seas  •,  it  was  he  alfo 
who  reduc’d  High  Treafon  to  fome  certainty, 
which  before  was  an  Inftrument  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Miniftry,  to  take  off  every  Man  they 
had  a  Prejudice  to  •,  andlaftly  this  Prince  efta- 
blifh’d  the  Woollen  Manufacture  amongft  us, 
of  which  we  feel  the  happy  Effects  at  this 
Day. 

T o  King  Edward's  Title  no  Objection  could  His  Title, 
be  made,  after  the  Death  of  Edward  II.  whofe 
eldeft  Son  he  was  ;  during  the  eight  Months 
his  Father  furviv’d  after  he  had  been  depos’d, 
and  for  fome  Years  afterwards,  his  Mother 
and  Mortimer  ufurp’d  the  Regal  Power,  and 
only  made  ufe  of  Edward’s  Name,  to  give 
fome  Colour  to  their  Authority  ;  he  did  not 
in  reality  enter  upon  the  Exercife  of  the 
Government  till  the  i8thYear  of  his  Age, 
when  he  had  an  unqueftionable  Right. 

Edward  III.  married  Philippa,  the  third  His  ATar- 
Daughter  of  William  Earl  of  Hainault ,  by  ria3e  an:1 
whom  he  had  Ifiue,  i.  Edward,  afterwards  Iffue' 
call’d  Lhe  Black  Prince  ;  2.  William ,  firnam’d 
Hatfield ,  who  died  young  •,  3.  Lionel ,  fir¬ 

nam’d  Antwerp ,  afterwards  Duke  of  Clarence  *, 

4.  John  of  Gaunt ,  afterwards  Duke  of  Lan- 
cafier  ■,  5.  Edmund  of  Langley ,  afterwards 
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Earl  of  Cambridge  and  Duke  of  York  ;  6.  A'i 
not  her  William ,  firnam’d  Wind  for,  from  the 
Place  of  his  Birth  j  and,  7.  Thomas  of  Wood- 
flock ,  afterwards  Duke  of  Glouccfter.  King 
Edward  had  alfo  five  Daughters  by  his  Queen 
Philippa  j  viz.  1.  I  fab  el,  married  to  Ingel- 
ram  de  Coucy  Earl  of  Bedford  ■,  2.  Joan  efpous’d 
to  Alphonfo  King  of  Caftille  and  Leon,  but  died 
before  the  Solemnization  of  the  Marriage 
3.  Blanch ,  who'  died  an  Infant ;  4.  Mary 

married  to  John  Montfort  Duke  of  Bretagne  , 
and,  5.  Margaret ,  married  to  John  Hajlings 
Earl  of  Pembroke , 
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Edward  154 
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He  revolts  and  is  crown  d 
King  of  Scotland  166 
He  is  obligd  to  abfeond  in  the 
Hebrides  167 

His  Brothers  taken  Prifoners 
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the  Bi/hop  of  Cheller  1 65 
EDWARD  //,  bis  Acceffon  173 
He  marries  Ifabella  of  F  rance 

!?4 
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EDWARD  III.  his  Acceffon  20  {■ 

He  is  crowd d  ibid. 
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Countries  ibid. 

He  is  confituted  Vicar  of  the 
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He  bejieges  Tournay  255 
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Earl  of  Flanders  does  Homage 
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He  marches  againfi  the  Scots 
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cohfents  to  treat  414 
A  Storm  of  Lightning  defrys 
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His  Stile  alter 'd  422 
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Hh  per  for.  and  Character  480 
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all  the  Inhabitants  to  the 
,  Sword  459 
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France,  Philip  refufes  to  ref  ore 
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King  Charles  213 

Robert  of  Artois  incites  the 
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jCAgEdwardb  Inducements  for 
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A  Truce  concluded  250 
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Knighthood,  Fines  ] or  it 
Knowles,  Sir  Robert,  his  Acquifi- 
tions  in  France  durinz  the  Truce 
'  406 

He  is  pardon'd  and  retail  'd  in 
the  Kh/fs  Service.  ibid. 


L 

ANCASTER  Bari  defeated 

and  made  prifioner  1S8 

He  is  convicted  of  High  TreaJ'on 
and  executed.  189 

Miracles  fiaid  to  be  wrought  at 
his  Tomb.  -  190 

Lancaster  Earl,  a  General  of 
great  Honour  3  1 5 

His  Succefis  in  Gafcony 
He  is  created  a  Duke 
He  marries  the  princefs  of 
Caftile 

He  is  banifo d  the  Court  at  the 
Infiance  of  the  parliament, 
and  recall'd  at  their  Inter- 
erfiion 

An  InfurreClion  in  the  City  a- 
gainfi  him 

Law,  pleadings  at  the  Bar  enabled 
to  be  in  Englifh 

LEWIS  the  Dauphin  of  France 
raifies  the  Siege  of  Dover,  and 
comes  to  London  4 

He  embarks  for  France  12 
An  InfurreClion  in  London  on 
bis  behalf  1 6 

He  invades  the  Englilh  Terri¬ 
tories.  in  F ranee  2  r 

Lewes  Battel  82 

Leweilin  refufies  to  do  Homage  to  the 
Crown  of  England  1  25 

He  is  kill’d  134 

Limoges  retaken  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  all  the  Inhabitants 
put  to  the  Sword 

Lincoln  Battel  7 

Lionel,  the  Kinds  third  Son,  bom 

7  O  7 

243 

Lionel,  Prince,  married  to  the 
Princefs  of  Milan 
He  dies  focn  after 

M 

MA  R  G  A  R  E  T,  Princejs , 
married  to  the  King  of  Scots 
6  z 

Margaret,  Princefs,  born 
MONTFORT  Earl  of  he iceller 
marries  the  Kings  Sifter  41 

Hs 
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He  is  in  Di  [grace  44 

He  is  accus'd  of  arbitrary  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  is  try  d  by  his 
peers,  who  acquit  him,  and 
permit  him  to  infult  the 
King  63 

Phe  Mifery  of  the  Kingdom 
under  his  U jurpation  92 
Phe  King  is  forc'd  by  him  to 
fummon  the  Barons  againfl 
his  Son  the  Prince  94 
He  is  defeated  and  kill'd  97 
MontfortV  Sons,  Guy  and  Simon, 
murder  Henry,  Son  of  the  King 
of  the  Romans  in  Italy  108 
Montf  ort,  John,  reduces  fede¬ 
ral  Places  in  Bretagne  286 
The  Peers  of  France  adjudge 
Bretagne  to  his  Rival  Cha. 
de  Blois  287 

He  is  made  prifoner  288 
Mortmain  Statute  enacted  1 29 
MORTIMER  the  Queen  interpofes 
in  his  behalf  192 

They  live  in  open  Familiarity 
194 

AConfpiracy  againfl  them  216 
Phe  King  apprehends  him  in 
Nottingham-Caftle  222 
■  He  is  condemn  d  and  executed 

224 

Mortimer,  judgment  againfl  him 
revers'd.  374 

N 

NAJARRASa^/  441 
NAVARRE  King,  enters 
into  an  Alliance  with  the  Englifh. 

.377 

He's  furprized  and  imprifoii d 
by  the  French  King  383 
He  renews  the  War  with 
France  430 

Non  Obftante,  the  Claufe  firfl  in¬ 
troduc'd  into  the  Kinds  Grants 

6* 

North- Wales  fubjelt  to  an  Englifh 
Governor  .  62 

Normandy,  the  King  and  Barons 
reflgn  their  Intereft  in  it  before  the 
Peers  of  France  77 


O 


OATH  new  modelled  174 
Ordinances  of  the  Barons  in 
the  Reign  ©/"Edward  II.  177 
Owen  the  pretended  Prince  ofW ales 
defeats  the  Englifh  General  near 
Rochelle  464 

OXFORD,  the  Pope's  Legate  in- 
fultcd  there,  for  which  the  Of¬ 
fenders  do  Penance  43 

Phe  King  declares  tie  Confli- 
tutions  made  there  void,  and 
refumes  his  Authority  78 
ASkirmiJh  between  thePownf- 
men  and  Govenfmen  373 
Difputes  betvsecn  the  Univer¬ 
sity  and  the  Friars  Preachers 
<104 
P 

PARLIAMENT,  the  Com¬ 
mons  firfl  reprefented  in  the 
Grand  Council  by  1  2  Lords  74 
Knights  of  Shires  firfl  fum- 
■  mon  d  thither  ,84 

j The firfl  S  ummons  of  the  Knights, 
Citizens  and  Burgeffes,  upon 
Record  86 

Writs  for  fummoning  the  Com¬ 
mons  90 

The  Great  Councils  firfl  fill'd 
Parliaments  1 3° 

Phe  firfl  Writ  legally  iffu  d  for 
fummoning  the  Commons  139 
One  held  at  Carlifle  for  uniting 
the  two  Kingdoms  168 
Memorials  by  the  King  and 
Parliament  againfl  the 
Popes  Provifirs  294 

Complaints  of  the  Parliament 

Perms  of  Peace  propos'd  to  them 
373 

Phey  refufe  to  pay  the  Pribute 
granted  by  King  John  43  2 
Phey  refufe  to  relinquifb  the 
Sovereignty  ©/"Scotland  446 
Phe  State  of  the  War  laid  be¬ 
fore  them 


Sff 


Pht 
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'•flie  Duke  of  Lancafter  and 
Mrs.  Pierce  banijh'd  the 
Court  at  the  Infance  of  the 
Parliament ,  and  recall'd  at 
their  Iniercejfion  474 

A  Poll-Pax  granted  47  5 

Peace,  Pertns  thereof  propos'd  to  the 
P  a  rliament  373 

Articles  if  Peace.  3  74 

Phe  French  refufe  to  ratify 
them  375 

A  Preaty  of  Peace  between 
the  two  Kings 

Phe  States  of  France  refufe  to 
ratify  it  40  3 

Phe  Dauphin  offers  Perms  of 
Peace  413 

Articles  agreed  on  415 

Remarks  on  the  Preaty  420 
PEDRO  King  of  Caftilie,  his  Cha- 
? a  tier  434 

He  is  depos'd,  and  his  Baftard 
Brother  Henry  advanc'd  to 
the  P hr  one  •  436 

He  applies  hisnfelf  to  thePrince 
of  Wales  to  ref  ore  him  437 
Phe  Prince  raifes  an  Army  in 
his  behalf  43  8 

Pembroke  Earl  dies  1 4 

Pembroke  Earl,  defeated  by  the 
King  o/'Caftileb  Fleet,  and  made 
Pri finer  462 

PHILIP  King  of  France  challenges 
Edward  III.  to  engage  him  247 
He  dies,  and  is  fucceedcd  by  his 
Son  John  365 

Philippa,  Queen,  takes  the  Field  a- 
gainfi  the  Scots  3  26 

She  goes  over  to  Calais  to  the 
King 

She  dies  458 

Picard,  Alderman,  entertains  five 
King  i  at  his  Houfe  429 

PLAGUE,  a 71  Account  of  that 
which  happetid  in  the  Year  1  3  49 

352 

Of  that  in  England  424 
Poiftou,  Lewis,  drives  the  Englifh 
out  of  it  50 


King  Edward  embarks  with  <x 
fine  Army  for  that  County 

.  .  464 

Poiftiers  Battel  387 

Ponthieu  feized  by  the  French  454 
POPE  demands  an  annual  Sum 
from  every  Cathedral  arid  Mo¬ 
tt  afiety  23 

He  makes  an  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  by  his  foie  Au¬ 
thority  26 

He  extorts  the  Penths  both  from 
the  Clergy  and  Laity  27 
He  appoints  the  P  erf  on  to  be 
eledied  Archbifhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury  31 

Prohibition  to  the  Ecclefiaflical 
Courts  3  7 

Phe  Companions  make  him  pay 
C  ontri  but  ions  397 

His  Power  in  E  ngland  404 
Phe  Companions  put  him  in  a 
great  Fright.  He  bribes 
them  to  go  to  Italy.  423 
Praemunire,  to  draw  Caufes  from 
the  King's  Courts,  or  britig  over 
over  Provifors  372 

Provifions,  Price  of  them  in  the 
Reign  if  Edward  I.  172 

Phe  P rite  of  them  in  the  Reign 
of  Edward  II.  211 

QUEEN  \fabt\  fent  to  France 
to  negotiate  the  Refiauratioit 
oj  Guienne  193 

She  makes  aDcfccnt  z^cwE ng¬ 
land,  and  is  join'd  by  the 
whole  Nation  almofl  195 
Her  Declaration  Ibid. 

She  is  made  Prifoner  223 
Quo  Warranto,  Money  raid d  there¬ 
by  130 

R 

REMARKS  on  the  Preatywitb 
France 

On  the  Con  dull  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  and  French  on  the 
breaking  out  of  theWar  450 
On  the  W nr  with  F ranee,  and 

the 


the  Adminifiration  at  home  276 
On  the  Battel  of  Creffy  317 
Rheims  invefied 

Richard.  Prince,  born,  afterwards 
King  Richard  II  439 

Richard  King  of  the  Romans  dies 

lo8 

Robbers,  England  inf e fed  with 
them  428 

Rochelle  taken  by  the  French  21 
The  Earl  of  Pembroke  de¬ 
feated  by  the  King  of  Ca- 
llile’r  Fleet  there,  and  made 
Prifoner  462 

It  is  betray  d.  464 

Roche  Darien  in  Bretagne,  the 
ViBory  obta  in  d  there  335 

Rome,  the  Barons  oppofe  the  En¬ 
croachments  of  that  See  5  3  ’ 
Round  Table,  Knights  thereof  frjl 
infituted  296 

The frji  Supper  fit  it  297 

S 

Salisbury,  Gomtef ,  King 

Edward  compliments  her  on  her  - 
Defence  of  Werk-Caftle  290 
SCOTLAND,  the  King  thereof 
refufes  to  do  Homage,  but  is 
forc'd  to  fubmit  e  2 

Many  Competitors  for  that 
Crown  j  44 

King  Edward,  Umpire  of  their 
refpe Stive  Claims  Ibid. 
King  Edward  acknowledg’d 
fuperior  Lord  Ibid. 

John  Baliol  adjudg'd  Heir  to 
that  Crown  1 49 

He  does  Homage  to  King  Ed¬ 
ward  for  it  Ibid. 

He  is  fummodd  before  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  England  to  an- 
Jwer  fever al  Complaints 
of  his  SubjeSts  and  others 

15° 

He  enters  into  an  Alliance  with 
France  againfi  England 
152 

The  War  commences  with 

England  Ibid. 


Baliol  refgns  his  Crown  to 
King  Edward  174., 

Which  the  States  confirm  aid 
fwcar  Allegiance  to  hint 
Ibid. 

Waliace  incites  an  Infurrcction 

158 

The  Scots  revolt  under  Cum¬ 
min,  but  are  fubdud  161 
They  acknowledge  tht  pope  for 
their  Sovereign  Ibid. 

Edward  jubdues  the  Sdets  a- 
gain,  and  they  generally  fub¬ 
mit  to  his  Gov  eminent  163 
Another  Revolt  under  Ro¬ 
bert  Bruce,  who  is  down'd 
King  there  1 66 

He  recovers  Scotland  from  the 
English  1 7$ 

He  attempts  the  Conquefi  of 
Ireland  18.' 

A  difadvantageov.s  Peace  2 1 4. 
Princ  David  married  to  the 
Princefs  Joanna  2 1 5 

Robert  Bruce  dies  21  y 

Grounds  of  the  War  with 
Scotland  225 

Baliol  obtains  feveral  Victo¬ 
ries  there  226 

He  is  Crowd d  227 

He  is  furpridd  and  driven  out 
of  the  Kingdom  Ibid. 

He  does  Homage  to  King  Ed¬ 
ward,  and  transfers  feveral 
Scotifh  Counties  to  him  230 
He  is  driven  out  of  Scotland 
again  23 1 

The  Scots  fubmit  232 

King  Edward  inarches  thither 
a  yth  time  234. 

The  Scotifh  War  283 

They  take  Sterling  2S4 

King  Edward  returns  to  Scot¬ 


land 


28? 


IV  plunders  Durham  and  the 
North  of  England  290 
The  Scots  break  the  Truce 


S{  f 


They 
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'‘they  deftroy  all  tbs  Northern 
Counties  as  far  as  Durham 

‘They  are  defeated ,  and  King 
David  made  Pri finer  328 
BaiiolV  Succefs  in  Scotland 
The  Scots  refufe  to  acknowledge 
their  Dependance  on  Eng¬ 
land 

King  Edward  marches  againfi 
them 

Baliol  rejigns  his  Crown  to  him 

“The  Terms  on  which  Dr  Bruce 
was  fet  at  Liberty  396 
Rng  of  Scots  and  his  “Queen 
come  to  England 
Baliol  dies 

Sicily,  the  Pope  offers  Prince 
Richard  that  Crown  65 

Money  rais'd  to  fupport  the  War 
by  the  Pope's  Bulls  68 
Spanilh  Fleet,  King  Edward  obtains 


a  ViBory  over  it 
Spences.’.!  banfih'd 

364 

1 86 

They  are  recall'd 

188 

The  elder  bang'd 

19  6 

The  younger  taken 

i97 

He  is  hanfd 

198 

Statutes  beneficial  pa f s' d  in  the 
Reign  of  Edward  I  170 

In  the  Reign  y'Edw.  II.  21 1 
Sterling  taken  163 

Retaken  by  the  Scots  284 
T 

f  AXES,  a  certain  Sum  levy  d 


T 


on  every  Par  fib  by  way  of 
Supply  460 

They  Commons  petition  they  may 
not  he  tax'd  but  by  parlia¬ 
ment  476 

Templars  Knights  fupprefs'd  178 
Tournay  befisgd  by  Ring  Ed.  253 
Tribute,  the  parliament  refufe  to 
pay  that  granted  by  R’g  John 
to  the  pope 


U 


UNION  of  the  two  Kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland,  a 
parliament  held  at  Carlifle  for 
that  Purpofe  \  68 

UNIVERSITIES,  a  Controverjy 
between  them  'atid  the  Friars  4.2  2 

w  ■ 

WALES  Prince  offers  to  become 
the  Pope's-  V affal  5  2 

A  War  begun  with  Wales  1  26 
It  is  incorporated  with  Eng¬ 
land  136 

The  Prince  made  R’ight  of  the 
Garter  479 

Wallace  incites  an  InfurreBton 
in  Scotland  1 5  8 

W  is  taken  and  executed  as  a 
Tray  tor  163 

WAR  between  the  F  rench  and 
Englilh  in  Poiftou  48 

It  commences  between  England 
and  Scotland  1  5  2 

Philip  refufis  to  refiore  the 
Englifh  Towns  in  Guienne, 
which  occafions  a  War  with 
France  155 

War  begun  by  the  rebellious 
Gafcons  453 

The  State  of  the  War  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Parliament 
Weftminfter-Abby  rebuilt  14 
WICK.LIFF  oppofes  the  Church  of 
Rome  476 

He  is  protected  by  the  Duke  of 
Lancaller  and  the  Miniftry 
ibid. 

He  isfilenc'd  478 

Some  Account  of  him  arid  his 
Doctrines  ibid. 

Windfor  Rebuilt 

Wool,  the  Staple  order'd  to  be  in 
England 

It  is  fix'd  at  Calais  425 
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